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Department  oe  the  County  Medical  Officer, 

Sessions  House, 

Maidstone, 

October  6th,  1915. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kent  County  Council. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  General  Order  No.  55,475  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  third  Annual 
Report  on  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  County 
of  Kent  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1914. 

The  late  appearance  of  this  report  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
preparation  of  many  of  the  annual  reports  of  district  medical  officers 
of  health,  has  been  delayed  considerably.  On  September  30th, 1915 
the  reports  concerning  twenty-one  sanitary  districts  were  out¬ 
standing. 

Every  attempt  has  been  made  to  curtail  this  report  as  much  as 
possible.  The  various  tables  are  kept  in  type  by  the  printer  from 
year  to  year. 

During  1914,  the  annual  health  report  for  1913  proved  to  be 
of  great  use  to  various  military  authorities  in  the  county  in 
considering  the  disposition  of  troops  therein. 

I  am,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

ALFRED  GREENWOOD, 
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KENT  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


This  Committee  reports  to  the  County  Council  on  all  matters  con¬ 
cerning  the  Public  Health,  and  the  administration  of  the  Midwives  x\ct, 
Its  constitution  for  1915  is  as  follows 


Alexander,  S.R.,  M.D. 
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Billinghurst,  E.  A. 
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Flint,  Arthur,  M.D. 

Gower,  R.  Vaughan 

Grant,  Bryce 

Guilford,  The  Right  Hon.  the 
Earl  of 

Hardy,  Right  Hon.  Laurence,  M.P. 

(Vice  Chairman  of  the  Committee) 

Harris,  The  Right  Hon.  Lord, 

G.C.S.I.,  G  C.I.E. 

Harrison.  W.  J. 


Harston,  C. 

Hussey,  E.  W. 

(Vice-Chairman  of  the  County 
Council  and  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee) 

Igglesden,  C. 

Lawrence,  G. 

Marsham,  George 

May,  T. 

Mumford,  C.  E. 

Nicholson,  H. 

Passby,  Col.  R.  J. 

Radcliffe,  W. 

Sackville,  The  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Shea,  S. 

Smith,  S.  Lee 
Tower,  J. 

Vinson,  A. 

Watson,  C.  H. 

Whyman,  H.  F. 

WlLBEE,  F.  H. 

Wilford,  Joshua 
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LOCAL  AUTHORITIES. 

URBAN. 


District  and 

Borough  Councils. 

Clerks. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

Date  of  Beceipt 
of 

Annual  Beport. 

Ashford 

J.  Creery  . . 

A.  M.  Watts,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

March 

17th 

Beckenham 

•  . 

F.  Stevens.. 

AT.  M.  Clements,  M.D..  D.P.ll. 

June 

9th 

Bexley 

.  . 

T.  G.  Baynes 

0.  Sunderland,  M.R.C.S.,  l.r.C.p. 

September 

22nd 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s 

L.  A.  Skinner 

AM.  K.  Bobinson,  M.D.  . . 

October 

29th 

Bromley  Borough 

•  . 

F.  H.  Norman 

A.  F.  G.  Codd,  M.B..  F.R.C.S. 

September 

29th 

Chatham  Borough 

•  . 

J.  W.  Halloran 

AT.  Holroyde,  F.R.C.S.E.,  D.P.H.  . . 

March 

23rd 

Cheriton  . . 

•  . 

A.  Atkinson 

AM.  K.  Bobinson,  M.D.  . . 

November 

19th 

Chislehurst 

•  . 

J.  J.  Brown 

AT.  S.  Tew,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  . . 

September 

18th 

Dartford  . . 

•  . 

W.  Kay  . . 

J.  Hamilton,  L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S.  Eng., D.P.H. 

June 

8th 

Deal  Borough 

•  • 

A.  C.  Brown 

A.  Mason,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.C.p. 

July 

20th 

Dover  Borough  . . 

•  , 

B.  E.  Knocker 

®M.  K.  Bobinson,  M.D.  . . 

November 

26th 

Erith 

•  . 

J.  Atkinson 

*A.  E.  Jerman,  M.B. 

Julv 

17th 

Faversham  Borough 

•  , 

Guy  Tassell 

C.  J.  Evers,  M.D. 

May 

11th 

Folkestone  Borough 

•  , 

A.  F.  Kidson 

M.  G.  Yunge  Bateman,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.. . 

June 

19th 

Footscray  . . 

.  . 

A.  E.  Leonard 

*J.  S.  Tew,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  . . 

July 

6th 

Gillingham  Borough 

•  . 

F.  C.  Boucher 

*E.  C.  Warren,  l.r.C.p.,  l.s.a.  . . 

May 

6th 

Gravesend  Borough 

.  . 

H.  H.  Brown 

*C.  D.  Outred,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  . . 

June 

25th 

Herne  Bay 

•  • 

G.  H.  Beetenson 

AM.  K.  Bobinson,  M.D.  . . 

Hythe  Borough  . . 

•  • 

B.  C.  Drake 

AM.  K.  Bobinson,  M.D.  . . 

Lydd  Borough  . . 

•  • 

G.  G.  H.  Witchell  . . 

H.  S.  Oliver,  L.S.A. 

January 

6th 

Maidstone  Borough 

.  • 

S.  Lance  Monckton 

C.  Pye  Oliver,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  etc. 

April 

28th 

Margate  Borough 

•  , 

E.  Brooke  . . 

*B.  McCombe,  F.B.C.S.,  L.B.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

June 

24th 

Milton  Begis 

#  . 

J.  Dixon,  jun. 

*T.  B.  Heggs,  M.D.,  D.P.ll. 

October 

11th 

New  Bomney  Borough 

•  , 

W.  Lamacraft 

H.  Hick,  M.R.C.S..  L.R.C.P. 

February 

27th 

Northfleet . . 

.  , 

C.  E.  Hatten 

H.  T.  Sells,  M.R.C.S..  L.R.C.P. 

April 

11th 

Penge 

,  , 

A.  E.  Eves 

B.  Wilkinson,  M.D.  Brux. 

June 

14th 

Queenborougli  Borough.. 

C.  B.  Harris 

*T.  B.  Heggs,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

October 

11th 

Bamsgate  Borough 

•  « 

A.  Blasdale  Clarke 

AT.  Dundas,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M.  . . 

May 

18th 

Bochester  City  . . 

•  • 

A.  Kennette 

*S.  J.  Pritchett,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.  . . 

Apiil 

21st 

Sandgate  . . 

,  , 

J.  Shera  Atkinson  . . 

C.  E.  Perry,  M.D. 

April 

27  th 

Sandwich  Borough 

,  . 

E.  C.  Byrne 

J.  W.  Harrisson,  M.B.,  C.M. 

March 

25th 

Sevenoaks.. 

•  , 

F.  W.  Tipton 

*J.  S.  Tew,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  . . 

September 

25th 

Sheerness  . . 

•  • 

V.  H.  Station 

*T.  B.  Heggs,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

October 

11th 

Sittingbourne 

•  • 

C.  B.  Harris 

AT.  B.  Heggs,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

October 

11th 

Southborough 

•  • 

P.  Hanmer 

AT.  S.  Tew,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  . . 

July 

4th 

Tenterden  Borough 

•  . 

H.  B.  Mace 

AT.  S.  Tew,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  . . 

August 

31st 

Tonbridge.. 

,  . 

H.  W.  Peach 

AT.  S.  Tew,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  . . 

June 

16th 

Tunbridge  Wells  Borough 

W.  C.  Cripps 

*F.  C.  Linton,  M.B..  D.P.H . 

August 

26th 

Walmer 

,  . 

F.  W.  Hardman 

E.  L.  Davey,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  . . 

February 

22nd 

Whitstable 

•  • 

J.  F.  Whichcord  . . 

F.  P.  Piper,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

March 

25th 

Wrotham.. 

•  • 

H.  E.  Pyle. . 

A.  A.  Lipscomb,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A. 

April 

29th 

RURAL. 

Ashford,  East 

J.  Kingsford 

AM.  K.  Bobinson,  M.D.  . . 

December 

4th 

Ashford,  West 

#  , 

J.  M.  Poncia 

AM.  K.  Bobinson,  M.D.  . . 

Blean 

,  , 

W.  T.  Brooks 

AM.  K.  Bobinson,  M.D.  . . 

October 

29th 

Bridge 

,  , 

T.  L.  Collard 

AM.  K.  Bobinson,  M.D.  . . 

October 

29th 

Bromley  . . 

,  . 

E.  Haslehurst 

AT.  S.  Tew,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  . . 

September 

29th 

Cranbrook 

,  , 

E.  Clarke 

AT.  S.  Tew,  M.D..  D.P.H.  . . 

September 

29th 

Dartford  . . 

,  , 

E.  J.  Hobbs 

*S.Bichmond,  M.D. 

July 

4th 

Dover 

,  , 

E.  Cardet 

AM.  K.  Bobinson,  M.D.  . . 

December 

4th 

Eastry 

F.  S.  Cloke 

AM.  K.  Bobinson,  M.D.  . . 

Elham 

,  , 

B.  C.  Drake 

AM.  K.  Bobinson,  M.D.  .. 

Faversham 

•  . 

Guy  Tassell 

P.  G.  Selby,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  . . 

April 

21st 

Hollingbourn 

9  . 

H.  J.  Bracher 

G.  M.  Tuke,  M.R.C.S.  . . 

March 

20th 

Hoo 

•  A 

B.  P.  Smyth 

*C.  D.  Outred,  M.R.C.S,,  L.R.C.P,,  D.P.H.  . . 

May 

10th 

Maidstone.. 

.  , 

B.  Hoar 

AT.  S.  Tew,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  . . 

September 

29th 

Mailing 

,  , 

F.  J.  Allison 

A.  H.  Boberts,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

May 

31st 

Milton 

,  , 

E.  C.  Harris 

*T.  B.  Heggs,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

October 

11th 

Bomney  Marsh 

W.  Lamacraft 

H.  Hick,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

May 

18th 

Sevenoaks . . 

F.  H.  Vibert 

AT.  S.  Tew,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  . . 

November 

4th 

Sheppey  . . 

•  • 

H.  T.  Copland 

T.  B.  Wiglesworth,  M.D. 

May 

3rd 

Strood 

,  , 

J.  E.  Povey 

C.  Flood,  L.R.C.S.,  L.A.H. 

May 

18th 

Tenterden . . 

,  , 

J.  M.  Mace 

AT.  S.  Tew,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  . . 

September 

14th 

Thanet 

•  • 

C.  Taylor 

AM.  K.  Bobinson,  M.D.  . . 

Tonbridge . . 

•  • 

N.  B.  Stone 

AT.  S.  Tew,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  . . 

September 

25th 

*These  Medical  Officers  devote  their  whole  time  to  Public  Health  work. 
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DUTIES  OF  THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER  WITH  RESPECT  TO 
THE  PREPARATION  OF  AN  ANNUAL  REPORT 

These  duties  are  set  out  in  Articles  7  and  8  of  the  General  Order  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  dated  July  29th,  1910,  and  are  as  follows  : — 

“(7.)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  County  shall  as  soon  as 
practicable  after  the  31st  day  of  December  in  each  year  make 
an  Annual  Report  to  the  County  Council  up  to  the  end  of 
December  on  the  sanitary  circumstances,  the  sanitary  adminis¬ 
tration  and  the  vital  statistics  of  the  County. 

“  In  addition  to  any  other  matters  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report,  his  Annual  Report 
shall  contain  the  following  sections  : — 

“(a)  A  digest  of  all  annual  and  special  reports  made  by  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  of  all  County  districts  within  the  County ; 

“(b)  a  section  as  to  the  isolation  hospital  accommodation  available 
for  each  County  district  and  as  to  the  steps  which  should  be 
taken  to  remedy  any  deficiencies  which  may  exist ; 

“(c)  a  section  on  the  administration  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Acts,  1890  to  1909,  within  the  County; 

“(d)  a  section  on  the  water  supply  of  the  several  County  districts 
within  the  County ; 

“(e)  a  section  on  the  pollution  of  streams  within  the  County  and  as 
to  the  steps  for  the  prevention  of  pollution  taken  : — 

(i.)  by  the  local  authorities,  and 
(ii.)  by  the  County  Council ; 

“(/)  a  section  on  the  administration  within  the  County  of  the 
Midwives  Act,  1902  ;  and 

“(g)  a  section  on  the  administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  1875  to  1907,  within  that  part  of  the  County  in  which 
the  County  Council  have  jurisdiction  for  the  purposes  of 
those  Acts. 

“(8.)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  County  shall  send  to  Us  two 
copies  of  his  Annual  Report  and  two  copies  of  any  Special 
Report ;  he  shall  also  send  one  copy  of  his  Annual  Report  to 
the  Council  of  every  County  district  in  the  County  and  shall 
send  three  copies  of  any  Special  Report  to  the  Council  of  every 
such  County  district  affected  by  the  Special  Report.” 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


THE  COUNTY  AS  A  WHOLE. 


ADMINISTRATION. 


During  the  year  1914  no  permanent  change  of  medical-officership 
took  place  in  any  sanitary  area  in  Kent.  The  following  officials,  however, 
were  called  up  for  military  duty  in  consequence  of  the  war,  and  temporary 
appointments  were  made  as  stated  : — 


District. 

Beckenham  ... 
Dartford 
Erith ... 

Maidstone 

North-East  Kent... 
United  District 

Ramsgate 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Clements 
,,  J.  Hamilton... 

,,  A.  E.  Jerman  ... 

,,  C.  Pye  Oliver  ... 

„  T.  B.  Heggs  ... 

,,  J.  Dundas 


Temporary  substitute  during 
period  of  War. 

Dr.  G.  C.  Walker 

,,  T.  Farthing 

,,  L.  J.  J.  Barnes 

,,  J.  E.  C.  Allott 

,,  W.  M.  Scott 

,,  G.  H.  G.  Dundas 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  officials  have  volunteered  and 
been  called  up  for  military  duty  during  1915,  and  the  substitutes  are  as 
named  : — 


Ashford 

Bromley 

Sandwich 

Walmer 


Dr.  A.  M.  Watts  ... 
„  A.  F.  G.  Code! . . . 
,,  J.  W.  Harrisson 
,,  E.  L.  Davey  ... 


Dr.  G.  M.  Vernon 
,,  J.  Mathewson 
,,  H.  Kerswill 
,,  J.  Wood 
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Extension  of  Borough  Boundary. 


I  also  understand  that  Dr.  J.  Holroyde,  of  Chatham,  Dr.  S.  J.  Pritchett, 
of  Rochester,  Dr.  J.  S.  Tew,  of  Tonbridge  (West  Kent  Combined  District),  Dr.  P. 
G.  Selby,  of  Faversham  Rural,  and  Dr.  T.  R.  Wigles worth,  of  Sheppey,  are 
likewise  on  military  service,  although  continuing  their  civil  duties  at  the 
same  time. 


CHANGE  OF  BOUNDARY. 

The  following  change  of  boundary  took  place  during  the  year  : — 

Part  of  the  parish  of  St.  Peter’s  Extra,  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  was 
transferred  to  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s.  This  change  came  into  operation 
on  April  1st,  1914,  and  the  figures  in  tables  1  and  2  of  this  report,  relating  to 
these  two  sanitary  districts,  have  been  corrected  accordingly.  The  following 
data  concerning  the  area  transferred,  have  been  kindly  furnished  to  me  by  the 
Registrar-General : — 

Inhabited  Dwellings,  including 
Population.  Shops,  &c. 


Area  in  Statute  Acres 

Census 

Census 

Census 

Census 

(Land  and  Water). 

1901. 

1911. 

1901. 

1911. 

1212 

641 

992 

138 

256 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  SANCTION  TO  LOANS. 

Enquiries  have  been  held  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  districts  during  the  year  1914.  The  reason  for  the  enquiry  is  as  set 
out  in  the  tabulation,  and  where  such  enquiry  was  in  respect  of  an 
application  for  a  loan,  the  amount  of  money  which  it  was  proposed  to  expend, 
and  the  nature  of  the  work  to  be  carried  out,  are  indicated: — 


Local  Government  Board  Enquiries. 
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Date  of 
Enquiry. 

April  29th... 

Feb.  12th  ... 
Aug.  25th  .. 

March  11th 
April  8th  ... 
Feb.  18th  ... 

Feb.  18th  ... 


Nov.  10th... 
March  19  th 
Feb.  11th  ... 
Oct.  16th  ... 

Dec.  22nd... 


March  23rd 
, ,  24th 
„  25th 
,,  26th 
,,  27th 
Dec.  29th  ... 

Aug.  4th  ... 


District. 

Amount 
of  Loan. 

£ 

Ashford  Urban  . 

15,000 

Blean  Rural  (Herne)  . 

580 

, ,  (Whitstable- 

820 

cum-Seasalter) 

Bromley  Rural  (West 

5,465 

Wickham) 

Bromley  Rural 

2,046 

(Knockholt) 

Chatham  Borough  . 

Chatham  and  Rochester... 

— 

Cheriton  Urban  . 

3,000 

Dartford  Rural  (Ashy . 

— 

Faversham  Borough  . 

3,363 

Sevenoaks  Urban  . 

5,500 

Tonbridge  Urban  . 

400 

Tonbridge  Rural  (Pembury) 

A 

Do.  (Brenchley)  . 

Do.  (Horsmonden)  ... 

8  9,439 

Do.  (Hadlow)  . 

Do.  (Hildenboro’) . 

J 

Tunbridge  Wells  Borough 

4,155 

[  35,300 

West  Kent  Main  Sewerage 

- 

1  1,275 

District 

l  650 

Purposes  for  which  loan  required, 
or  reason  of  enquiry. 


Purposes  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  (including  the  execution 
of  works  in  the  parish  of  Willes- 
borough). 

Works  of  sewerage. 

Works  of  sewerage  (including  the 
execution  of  works  in  the  urban 
district  of  Whitstable),  the 
sewers  to  be  communicated  with 
those  of  Whitstable. 

Works  of  sewerage  (sewers  to  be 
connected  with  those  of  Becken¬ 
ham). 

Purposes  of  a  scheme  under  Part 
III.  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

Petition  for  issue  of  Provisional 
Order  to  empower  Council  to 
put  in  force  the  powers  of  the 
Land  Clauses  Acts,  with  respect 
to  the  purchase  and  taking  of 
lands  otherwise  than  by  agree¬ 
ment,  for  purposes  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal. 

Application  for  Provisional  Order 
forming  these  two  towns  into  a 
united  district  for  the  purposes 
of  constructing  and  maintaining 
an  intercepting  and  an  outfall 
sewer  and  works  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  and  disposal  of  sewage. 

Purchase  of  property  for  street 
widening  and  improvement. 

Appeal  against  issue  of  (  losing 
Order. 

Works  of  sewerage  and  storm¬ 
water  drainage. 

Purposes  of  a  scheme  under  Part 
III.  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

Erection  of  working-class  dwell¬ 
ings. 

Application  for  consent  to  appro¬ 
priation  of  land,  vested  in  the 
Council,  for  purposes  of  Part  III. 
of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890. 

Purposes  of  schemes  under  Part 
III.  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  for 
purchase  of  land  and  erection  of 
working-class  dwellings. 

Works  of  sewerage. 

Sewage  disposal. 

Construction  of  light  railway  at 
sewage  disposal  works. 

Reduction  of  tithe-rent  charges. 
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Official  Circulars. 


OFFICIAL  CIRCULARS,  Ac.,  RESPECTING  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

MATTERS. 

Regulation  of  underground  Rooms  as  sleeping  places. — Circular  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  suggesting  the  consideration  of  regulations  (if 
necessary),  under  section  17  (7)  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac.  Act, 
1909,  in  respect  of  rooms,  habitually  used  as  sleeping  places,  the  surfaces  of 
the  floors  of  which  are  more  than  three  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  street 
adjoining.  Unless  such  rooms  comply  with  certain  requirements  laid  down 
they  are  to  be  regarded  as  “  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation.”  Draft  regulations  were  enclosed  with  the  circular. 
April  17  th,  1914. 

Regidations  under  the  Public  Health  (Regulations  as  to  Food )  Act,  1907. 
— Circular  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  containing  a  notice  and  schedule 
concerning  a  label  and  brand  mark  admissible  as  “  official  certificates  ”  in 
respect  of  pork,  Ac.,  which  has  been  subject  to  inspection  in  Sweden. — 
April  5th,  1914. 

Provision  of  new  residential  institutions  for  the  treatment  of  pulmonary 
tubercidosis. — Memorandum  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  prepared  with  a 
view  to  affording  local  authorities  and  others,  assistance  in  the  provision  of 
special  residential  institutions  in  connection  with  permanent  schemes  for  the 
treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  matter  is  dealt  with  under  the 
following  heads : — 

Economy  in  building 

Site. 

Buildings. 

General  considerations  as  to  accommodation  for  patients. 

Sleeping  accommodation  (including  beds  in  shelters). 

Types  of  buildings. 

General  observations  respecting  erection,  Ac. 

February,  1914. 

Notification  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.— Order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  declaring  ophthalmia  neonatorum  a  compulsorily  notifiable  endemic  and 
infectious  disease  and  making  regulations  relating  thereto.  The  regulations 
came  into  force  on  April  1st,  1914,  and  provided  for  the  notification  of  cases 
by  both  medical  practitioners  and  certified  midwives. — February  5tb,  1914. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — Circular  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
concerning  extended  action  by  local  authorities  in  respect  of  maternity  and 
child  welfare  work,  and  enclosing  a  memorandum  giving  the  elements  of  a 
complete  scheme. — July  30th.  1914. 


Official  Circulars . 


11 


Notification  of  Births  Act ,  — Circular  of  the  Local  Government 

Board,  urging  County  Councils  to  consider  the  question  of  the  adoption  of 
this  Act.  Copies  of  the  next-mentioned  circular  enclosed. — July  10th,  1914. 

Precautions  to  be  taken  by  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  summer  months ,  with 
special  reference  to  the  prevention  of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea. — This  circular  is 
dealt  with  at  length  on  page  54  of  this  report. — July  10th,  1914. 

Children’s  Country  Holidays. — Circular  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
respecting  complaints  made  as  the  result  of  town  children  being  sent  by 
philanthropic  organizations  to  lodge  in  country  districts.  The  circular  draws 
the  attention  of  sanitary  authorities  (especially  rural)  in  this  matter,  to  their 
statutory  duties  in  connection  with  the  prevention  of  infectious  disease,  the 
supervision  of  housing  conditions,  and  the  prevention  of  injurious  over¬ 
crowding  in  dwellings.  The  circular  is  not  intended  to  check,  in  any  way,  the 
country  holiday  movement,  but  discusses  the  principal  ways  in  which 
precautionary  measures  can  be  taken. — June  25th,  1914. 

Tuberculosis  Order  of  1914. — Circular  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  in  explanation,  and  enclosing  copies,  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1914. 
This  Order  revokes  the  Board’s  Order  of  1913,  and  deals  specifically  with  the 
following  points  : — 

Notice  of  disease. 

Notification  of  disease  by  veterinary  surgeon. 

Examination  of  animals,  etc. 

Slaughter  of  diseased  animals. 

Valuation  for  compensation. 

Post-mortem  examination  of  slaughtered  animals. 

Compensation. 

Precautions  to  be  adopted  with  respect  to  milk,  etc. 

Detention  and  isolation  of  suspected  animals. 

Suspected  animals  in  markets,  fairs  and  sales. 

Cleansing  and  disinfection. 

Reports  to  the  Board. 

Extension  of  certain  sections  of  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1894. 

Information  to  be  given  as  to  certain  animals,  or  animals  in  contact 
therewith. 

Offences. 


The  Order  came  into  operation  on  July  1st,  1914. — June  23rd,  1914. 
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Official  Circulars. 


Local  Authorities  and  Sanitation. — Circular  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  issued  in  consequence  of,  and  directly  after,  the  declaration  of  war, 
drawing  attention  to  the  importance  of  maintaining  the  efficiency  of  the 
sanitary  service  of  the  country. — August  12tb,  1914. 

Housing  (No.  2)  Act,  1914. — Circular  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
transmitting  to  district  councils  a  copy  of  this  Act.  By  this  Act,  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (in  respect  of  agricultural  districts)  and  the 
Local  Government  Board  (elsewhere)  are  authorised  to  make  arrangements 
with  local  authorities  or  authorised  societies,  for  the  provision,  maintenance, 
improvement  and  management  of  dwellings  and  gardens  and  other  works  or 
buildings  for,  or  for  the  convenience  of,  persons  belonging  to  the  working- 
classes.  A  sum  not  exceeding  <£4,000,000  is  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  capital  expenditure  under  the  Act. — August  21st,  1914. 

Small-pox. — Circular  of  the  Local  Government  Board  transmitting  the 
following  two  memoranda  : — 

Memorandum  on  the  steps  requisite  to  be  taken  on  the  notification 
of  a  case  of  small-pox. 

Memorandum  on  the  steps  specially  requisite  to  be  taken  in  places 
where  small-pox  is  prevalent. 

These  memoranda  and  circular  were  issued  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of 
war,  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  the  introduction  of  small-pox.  The  attention 
of  authorities  was  particularly  directed  to  the  importance  of  having  available 
satisfactory  isolation  hospital  provision,  which  can  rarely  be  improvised. 
(For  full  details  of  the  accommodation  provided  in  Kent,  see  page  30  of  this 
report). — August,  1914. 

Officers  of  Local  Authorities  on  Naval  or  Military  Service. — Circular 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  respecting  payments  to  officers  of  such 
authorities  called  up  or  volunteering  for  military  or  naval  service. — August 
21st,  1914. 

Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. — Circular  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
asking  for  details  of  income  and  expenditure  on  sanatorium  schemes. — 
May  9th,  1914. 

Official  Publications  on  matters  of  Public  Health. — Circular  of  Local 
Government  Board  giving  list  of  the  Board’s  publications  containing  matters 
of  importance  to  public  health. — May  14th,  1914. 


Special  Reports. 
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Co-operation  between  Civil  and  Military  Sanitary  Services. — Circular 
issued  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  asking  medical 
officers  of  health  to  co-operate  to  the  fullest  possible  extent  with  military 
sanitary  officers,  when  troops  are  stationed  in  their  district,  in  matters  relating 
to  water-supplies,  drainage,  refuse  disposal,  infectious  disease,  etc.  The 
circular  enclosed  the  following  War  Office  memoranda  : — 

“The  Vaccine  Treatment  of  Typhoid  Fever.” 

“  Home  Force.  Anti-Typhoid  Innoculation.” 

August  31st,  1914. 

Co-operation  between  Civil  and  Military  Sanitary  Authorities. — Circular 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  continuation  of  the  circular  last  quoted, 
and  referring  also  to  billeting  arrangements,  Ac. — October  21st,  1914. 

Regulations  under  the  Public  Health  ( Regulations  as  to  Food )  Act ,  1907. — 
Circular  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  containing  a  notice  and  schedule 
concerning  labels  admissible  as  “  official  certificates in  respect  of  pork,  Ac., 
which  has  been  subject  to  inspection  in  four  specified  Russian  Slaughter¬ 
houses. — March  13th,  1914. 

A  later  circular,  issued  on  June  12th,  1914,  enumerates  three  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  addition  to  the  above,  to  which  such  notice  applies. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1914. — Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
postponing  the  date  of  operation  of  this  Act  to  October  1st,  1915. — December 
17th,  1914. 

Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912. — Circular  and 
memorandum  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  asking  for  the  annual  returns 
of  the  public  analyst  and  county  medical  officer. 

SPECIAL  REPORTS  OF  THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

During  the  year  the  following  special  reports  were  made  : — 


1.  Respecting  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907  .  March. 

2.  ,,  the  house-fly  danger  .  n 

3.  ,,  the  fly  campaign  .  June. 

4.  Pollution  of  the  River  Stour  .  >} 

5.  Dymchurch  water-supply .  „ 

6.  Cranbrook  drainage  .  „ 

7.  Appointment  of  a  County  Sanitary  Inspector .  ,, 


8.  Co-operation  between  Civil  and  Military  Sanitary  services  September. 

9.  Isolation  of  cases  of  small-pox .  „ 

10.  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1914 .  „ 


Vital  Statistics. 
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11.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  .  September. 

1 1 .  Cranbrook  drainage  .  ,, 

12.  Pollution  of  River  Stour  .  ,, 

13.  Sandwich  drainage  .  ,, 

14.  Provision  of  small-pox  hospital .  December 

15.  Sewage  disposal  at  Herne  Bay .  ,, 

16.  New  Romney  sanitary  administration .  „ 

17.  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1914 .  ,, 

Also  various  reports  concerning  temporary  administrative  arrange¬ 
ments  necessitated  by  the  war,  Local  Government  Board  enquiries,  special 
reports  received,  special  visits  of  enquiry,  work  under  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  Ac.  Act,  laboratory  work,  etc.,  were  presented  during  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  estimated  population  of  the  Administrative  County  at 
the  middle  of  1914,  based  on  the  returns  of  the  local  medical  officers  of  health, 
was  1,057,115;  and  the  division  of  this  total  into  urban  and  rural 
shows  that  741,801  persons  were  grouped  as  living  in  urban  areas,  and 
315,314  in  rural.  The  density  of  population  in  the  urban  districts  was  6 '3 
persons  per  acre  and  in  rural  0’37.  The  greatest  density  of  population  is  to 
be  noted  in  Penge,  where  there  are  29 *2  persons  per  acre,  in  Dover  with  22*7, 
in  Gravesend  with  22*6,  and  in  Sheerness  with  22*0.  There  are  certain  urban 
districts  in  which  the  density  is  simply  that  of  a  rural  district,  e.g.,  Lydd, 
Tenterden,  Wrotham  and  New  Romney.  The  rural  district  which  shows  the 
greatest  density  of  population,  is  Dartford  with  D09  per  acre. 

Population  of  the  County. 


Census  Population. 

Estimated  Population 

1911. 

Middle  of  1914. 

Urban  . 

*711,443 

741,801 

Rural  . 

*309,522 

315,314 

Total . 

1,020,965 

1,057,115 

*  Corrected  for  areas  transferred  from  rural  to  urban  districts. 


Birth-rate . 
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Births. — During  the  year  the  births  of  21,415  living  children  were 
registered,  which  is  lower  than  the  total  of  the  previous  year.  The  birth-rate 
was  20*3  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  20*8  in  1913.  It  will  be  observed  from 
the  subjoined  record,  and  from  the  diagram  (facing  page  20),  that  there  has 
been  a  continuous  decline  in  the  birth-rate,  of  recent  years,  broken  only  to 
a  slight  extent  in  191 1  and  1913.  The  rate  in  the  urban  districts  has  declined  in 
1914  by  0*3  per  1,000,  whilst  in  the  rural  districts  it  has  declined  by  0'8. 


Year. 

1903 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Urban  Districts . 

22*5 

20*9 

19*8 

21*2 

20.8 

20*7 

20*4 

Rural  Districts  . 

21*9 

22*6 

21*8 

19*8 

20*1 

20*9 

20*1 

Whole  County  . 

22*3 

21*4 

20*4 

20*8 

20*6 

20*8 

20*3 

In  the  following  urban  districts  rates  of  over  25  per  1,000  were 
registered  : — Queenborough  29*7,  Northfleet  28*0,  Erith  27*3,  Sittingbourne 
26*5,  Cheriton  26*4,  and  Milton  Regis  25*1. 

The  lowest  birth-rate  recorded  was  in  Sandgate,  viz.,  10*9,  and  rates  below 
15  per  1,000  were  recorded  in  the  following  urban  districts  : — Sevenoaks  14*4, 
Walmer,  1 4*3,  Tunbridge  Wells  13*9,  New  Romney  1 3*5,  and  Broadstairs  13*3. 

In  the  rural  districts  there  was  none  with  a  rate  so  high  as  25  per  1,000, 
with  the  exception  of  Hoo  (27*9),  which  likewise  had  the  highest  rate  in  both 
1912  and  1913.  The  next  highest  rates  were  Strood  2 3 ’3,  Faversham  22*9, 
Mailing  22*8,  Dover  22*7  and  Eastry  22*3.  The  lowest  rural  rates  were 
registered  in  Thanet  13*6  and  Elham  14*3. 

The  majority  of  the  above  districts  remain  fairly  constant  with  either  the 
highest  or  the  lowest  rates,  as  the  case  may  be. 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  was  23*8  per  1,000,  with  which 
the  rate  of  20*3  in  Kent  compares  unfavourably. 

Still-births. — No  information  is  forthcoming  with  reference  to  the 
number  of  still-births,  except  from  the  notifications  of  registered  midwives, 
and  these  are  obviously  incomplete. 

In  the  section  devoted  to  consideration  of  the  work  of  midwives, 
it  will  be  observed  that  251  notifications  of  still-birth  were  received  by  the 
local  supervising  authority  during  1914,  as  compared  with  224  in  the  previous 
year,  but  these  figures  probably  do  not  even  approximate  to  the  total  of  such 
occurrences.  Reliable  information  will  not  be  forthcoming  until  the  registration 
of  still-births  is  made  compulsory. 
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Table 


1. — Information  relating  to  Population,  Acreage,  Number  of  Houses 


etc.,  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of  Kent. 


DISTRICT. 

Estimated 
popula¬ 
tion,  1914. 

Census 
popula¬ 
tion  1911. 

Census 
popula¬ 
tion  1901. 

Acreage 
inclu¬ 
sive  of 
water. 

Persons 

per 

acre, 

1914. 

*Inhabi- 

ted 

houses 

Census 

1911. 

*  Per¬ 
sons  per 
house 
Census 
1911. 

Ashford 

13,960 

13,668 

12,808 

2,850 

4-9 

2,820 

4.4 

Beckenham  ... 

33,572 

31,692 

26,288 

3,890 

8-7 

5,587 

5-1 

Bexley... 

18,500 

15,895 

13,476 

4,942 

3-8 

3,083 

4-6 

JBroadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s... 

11,057 

9,921 

7,107 

2,770 

4-0 

18,63 

4-2 

Bromley  (Borough)  ... 

35,820 

33,646 

27,397 

4,696 

7  7 

6,156 

4-9 

Chatham  (Borough)  ... 

44,100 

42,250 

37,057 

4,356 

10-2 

8,031 

4.4 

Cheriton 

8,016 

7,577 

7,091 

1,159 

6-9 

763 

5-4 

Chislehurst  ... 

9,110 

8,666 

7,429 

2,791 

3-3 

1,576 

4-8 

Dartford 

26,210 

23,609 

18,644 

4,242 

6-2 

3,717 

4-9 

Deal  (Borough) 

11,529 

11,295 

10,581 

1,114 

10*4 

2,403 

4-1 

Dover  (Borough) 

44,154 

43,645 

42,672 

1,948 

22-7 

7,439 

4-4 

Erith  ... 

30,562 

27,750 

25,296 

3,859 

8-0 

4,654 

5-3 

Faversham  (Borough) 

10,900 

10,619 

11,290 

685 

16-0 

2,213 

4-3 

tFolkestone  (Borough) 

34,163 

33,042 

30,379 

2,325 

147 

5,483 

5-0 

Footscray 

9,077 

8,493 

6,920 

2,043 

4-5 

1,511 

4-8 

Gillingham  ( Borough) 

54,641 

52,252 

42,745 

4,988 

11-0 

9,545 

4.4 

Gravesend  (Borough) 

28,412 

28,115 

27,196 

1,260 

22-6 

4,842 

4*8 

Herne  Bay 

8,158 

7,780 

6,726 

887 

9‘2 

1,462 

4-3 

Hy the  (Borough) 

6,620 

6,387 

5,557 

2,608 

2-6 

1,316 

4-2 

Lydd  (Borough) 

2,900 

2,874 

2,675 

12,082 

0-25 

450 

4-4 

Maidstone  (Borough) 

36,157 

35,475 

33,516 

4,008 

9-03 

6,569 

4-5 

^Margate  (Borough)  ... 

30,000 

28,458 

2,4127 

2,463 

12-2 

4,729 

4*6 

Milton  Regis  ... 

7,619 

7,475 

7,086 

2,554 

3-0 

1,462 

4-5 

New  Romney  (Borough) 

1,333 

1,333 

1,328 

1,364 

0-99 

246 

4-5 

Northfleet 

14,500 

14,184 

12.906 

3,932 

3-8 

2,590 

5T 

Penge  .. 

22,434 

22,330 

22,465 

770 

29  '2 

3,318 

5-5 

Queenborough  (Borough)  ... 

3,000 

2,738 

1,555 

695 

4.4 

423 

5-3 

Ramsgate  (Borough) ... 

30,241 

29,603 

27,733 

2,306 

13-2 

5,825 

4.4 

Rochester  (City) 

31,652 

31,384 

30,590 

2,936 

10-8 

5,932 

4-6 

tSandgate 

2,843 

2,827 

2,294 

430 

6-7 

258 

4’6 

Sandwich  (Borough)... 

3,040 

3,040 

3,170 

707 

4*3 

600 

4-2 

Sevenoaks 

9,561 

9,182 

8,106 

3,259 

2-9 

1,701 

4'6 

Sheerness 

19,000 

17,487 

18,179 

864 

22'0 

3,132 

4-5 

Sittingbourne ... 

8,382 

8,380 

8,943 

1,004 

8-4 

1,605 

4*6 

Soutliborough 

7,008 

7,001 

6,977 

1,702 

4-2 

1,482 

4-3 

Tenterden  (Borough ) 

3,424 

3,379 

3,243 

8,946 

0-39 

687 

4*3 

Tonbridge 

15,499 

14,796 

12,736 

1,356 

11-5 

2,950 

4-5 

Tunbridge  Wells  (Borough)... 

36,460 

35,697 

33,373 

3,991 

9-2 

6,641 

4-7 

Walmer 

5,818 

5,347 

5,614 

988 

5-9 

839 

4-2 

Wliitstable 

8,200 

7,982 

7,086 

795 

10-4 

1,689 

4.1 

Wrotham 

4,169 

4,169 

3,571 

8,883 

0-47 

801 

47 

Total  Urban  . 

741,801 

711,443 

643,932 

119,448 

6-3 

128,393 

4*6 

*  These  columns  refer  to  ordinary  dwelling  houses  only,  and  do  not  include  Shops,  Hotels, 

Institutions,  etc. 


f  The  Civil  Parish  of  Folkestone-next-Sandgate,  is  included  in  Sandgate  for  Public  Health 

Administrative  Purposes. 

t  Corrected  for  changes  of  boundary  (see  Thanet). 
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Table  2. — Information  relating  to  Population,  Acreage,  Number  of 
Houses,  etc.,  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of  Kent. 


DISTRICT. 

Estimated 
popula¬ 
tion,  1914. 

Census 
popula¬ 
tion,  1911. 

Census 
popula¬ 
tion,  1901. 

Acreage 
inclu¬ 
sive  of 
water. 

Persons 

per 

acre, 

1914. 

*  In  habi¬ 
ted 

houses 

Census, 

1911. 

■^Persons 

per 

house 

Census, 

1911. 

Ashford,  East 

13,787 

13,616 

13,112 

54,800 

0-26 

3,099 

4  T 

Ashford,  West 

8,034 

7,964 

7,751 

39,490 

0-21 

1,628 

4-4 

Blean... 

7,782 

7,597 

7,054 

26,884 

0  29 

1,616 

4-0 

Bridge 

11,369 

11,194 

10,971 

41,797 

0  '28 

2,173 

4-2 

Bromley 

23,097 

21,958 

18,808 

28,839 

0-81 

4,231 

4*5 

Oranbrook  ... 

13,959 

13,689 

12,944 

41,315 

0-34 

2,810 

4-3 

Dartford 

41,145 

39,909 

37,532 

37,997 

1-09 

6,776 

4-8 

Dover 

8,590 

8,299 

6,270 

27,121 

0-32 

1,438 

4-4 

Eastry  . 

13,501 

13,161 

12,168 

43,682 

0-31 

2,854 

4*2 

Elham 

7,659 

7,441 

6,813 

37,154 

0*21 

1,651 

4-1 

Faversham  ... 

14,000 

14,129 

15,132 

44,000 

0-32 

2,984 

4-4 

Hollingbourn  . 

12,846 

12,845 

12,546 

57,670 

0-23 

2,818 

4-2 

Hoo . 

3,869 

3,965 

4,262 

19,727 

0*20 

752 

4-7 

Maidstone  ... 

16,680 

16,398 

15,570 

34,996 

0-48 

3,487 

4-3 

Mailing 

24,054 

24,233 

24,724 

38,458 

0*63 

4,948 

4-5 

Milton  . 

12,580 

12,453 

12,161 

27,727 

0-46 

2,741 

43 

Romney  Marsh 

2,797 

2,797 

2,563 

30,376 

010 

594 

4-4 

Sevenoaks  ... 

24,483 

24,029 

22,684 

63,336 

0-39 

4,901 

4'4 

Sheppey  . 

4,800 

4,157 

2,541 

20,806 

0-24 

711 

4*5 

Strood  . 

15,230 

15,354 

14,438 

32,498 

0  '47 

3,047 

4*6 

Tenterden  .. 

6,165 

6,001 

5,523 

38,378 

0-17 

1,305 

4*3 

fThanet  . 

10,937 

10,564 

9,494 

18,639 

0-59 

1,897 

4*3 

Tonbridge  ... 

17,950 

17,769 

17,247 

46,853 

0-39 

3,609 

4*4 

Total  in  Rural  Districts 

315,314 

309,522 

292,308 

852,543 

0-37 

62,070 

4*4 

,,  Urban  ,. 

741,801 

711,443 

643,932 

119,448 

6-3 

128,393 

4*6 

Total  for  County 

1,057,115 

1,020,965 

936,240 

971,991 

1*1 

190,463 

4*6 

*  These  columns  refer  to  ordinary  dwelling-houses  only,  and  do  not  include  Shops,  Hotels, 

Institutions,  etc. 

f  Corrected  for  change  of  boundary  (See  Broadstairs  and  Margate).  b 


13 


Table  3. — Showing  the  total  number  of  deaths,  deaths  under  one  year  of  age, 
and  the  number  of  births — legitimate  and  illegitimate — which 
were  registered  in  the  different  Urban  Districts  in  the  County 
of  Kent  during  the  year  1914. 


DISTBICT. 

DEATHS. 

BIBTHS. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Total  Deaths  regis¬ 
tered  at  all  ages. 

Net  number  of 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

*Net  Death-rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  one  year 
of  age. 

Deaths  of 
Infants 
under 
one  year 
of  age 
per  1,000 
Births. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

Birth-rate. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

Ashford 

154 

161 

10-5 

275 

14 

289 

20-7 

11 

2 

13 

45 

Beckenham  ... 

273 

321 

9-6 

579 

15 

594 

177 

25 

3 

28 

48 

Bexley... 

159 

195 

9-8 

392 

5 

397 

21-5 

32 

— 

32 

81 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s... 

95 

99 

9-0 

139 

8 

147 

13-3 

12 

— 

12 

82 

Bromley  (Borough)  ... 

325 

370 

10-3 

598 

38 

636 

17-8 

31 

8 

39 

62 

Chatham  (Borough)  ... 

679 

610 

13-9 

1,068 

31 

1,099 

25-0 

91 

16 

107 

98 

Cheriton 

47 

73 

10-8 

199 

12 

211 

26-4 

15 

1 

16 

76 

Chislehurst  ... 

61 

81 

9-0 

169 

7 

176 

19-4 

3 

— 

3 

17 

Dartford 

612 

218 

8  7 

493 

29 

522 

20-0 

33 

1 

34 

66 

Deal  (Borough) 

193 

201 

15  '5 

228 

17 

245 

21  -3 

16 

1 

17 

70 

Dover  (Borough) 

520 

525 

11*3 

879 

42 

921 

20-9 

63 

5 

68 

74 

Erith  ... 

290 

393 

12-9 

808 

26 

834 

27-3 

69 

hr 

1 

76 

92 

Faversham  (Borough) 

136 

167 

13*2 

220 

14 

234 

21-5 

21 

1 

22 

94 

Folkestone  (Borough) 

353 

370 

10-5 

565 

40 

605 

17-8 

32 

5 

37 

62 

Footscray 

69 

89 

io-o 

142 

10 

152 

16-8 

10 

1 

11 

73 

Gillingham  (Borough) 

668 

647 

12-6 

1,232 

12 

1,244 

227 

121 

3 

124 

100 

Gravesend  (Borough) 

405 

385 

12-8 

653 

19 

672 

23-7 

48 

6 

54 

81 

Herne  Bay 

106 

106 

11-7 

135 

4 

139 

17-1 

5 

1 

6 

44 

Hythe  ( Borough ) 

77 

91 

12-4 

154 

4 

158 

23*9 

15 

— 

15 

95 

Lydd  (Borough) 

23 

28 

97 

45 

1 

46 

15-9 

2 

— 

2 

44 

Maidstone  (Borough) 

519 

480 

12-3 

694 

37 

731 

20-3 

62 

3 

65 

89 

Margate  (Borough)  ... 

354 

327 

11 T 

454 

35 

489 

16-3 

38 

2 

40 

82 

Milton  Regis  ... 

99 

76 

8-6 

183 

8 

191 

25-1 

5 

0 

5 

27 

New  Romney  (Borough) 

13 

7 

4T 

18 

— 

18 

13-5 

— 

— 

— 

0 

Nortlifleet 

158 

193 

12-8 

396 

9 

405 

28-0 

44 

6 

50 

124 

Penge  ... 

206 

295 

12-2 

387 

29 

416 

18-6 

28 

4 

32 

77 

Queenborough  (Borough) 

22 

23 

8-6 

87 

2 

89 

29-7 

8 

1 

9 

102 

Ramsgate  (Borough)... 

380 

405 

11-8 

544 

17 

561 

18-6 

52 

1 

53 

95 

Rochester  (City) 

513 

409 

12-5 

692 

10 

702 

22-2 

50 

6 

56 

80 

Sandgate 

27 

18 

8-4 

31 

0 

31 

10-9 

2 

0 

2 

65 

Sandwich  (Borough) 

27 

31 

8-5 

56 

3 

59 

19-4 

4 

0 

4 

68 

Sevenoaks 

80 

93 

9-4 

131 

6 

137 

14-4 

7 

1 

8 

59 

Sheerness 

219 

268 

14-3 

425 

5 

430 

22  7 

42 

2 

44 

103 

Sittingbourne 

67 

95 

10*5 

216 

6 

222 

26-5 

10 

5 

15 

68 

Southborough 

91 

104 

12-2 

125 

5 

130 

18-6 

12 

1 

13 

100 

Tenterden  (Borough) 

55 

53 

11-9 

52 

3 

55 

16T 

4 

— 

4 

73 

Tonbridge 

129 

153 

9-6 

27 1 

19 

296 

19T 

12 

3 

15 

51 

Tunbridge  Wells  (Borough)... 

494 

504 

12-0 

486 

19 

505 

13-9 

32 

8 

40 

80 

Walmer 

48 

59 

10-8 

82 

1 

83 

14-3 

4 

1 

5 

61 

Whitstable 

99 

112 

10-8 

140 

4 

144 

17-6 

10 

1 

11 

77 

Wrotham 

34 

37 

8’2 

84 

7 

91 

21-9 

5 

1 

6 

66 

Total  Urban 

8,879 

8,872 

11-5 

14,533 

573 

15,106 

20-4 

1,086 

107 

1,193 

79 

*  These  Bates  are  corrected  for  differences  of  age  and  sex  constitution  of  population. 
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Table  4. — Showing  the  total  number  of  deaths,  deaths  under  one  year  of  age, 
and  the  number  of  births— legitimate  and  illegitimate — which  were 
registered  in  the  different  Rural  Districts  in  the  County  of 
Kent  during  the  year  1914. 


DISTRICT. 

DEATHS. 

BIRTHS. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Total  Deaths  regis¬ 
tered  at  all  ages. 

Net  number  of 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

*Net  Death-rate  per 

1,000  of  the  population 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  one  year 
of  age. 

Deaths  of 
Infants 
under 
one  year 
of  age 
per  1,000 
births. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

Birth-rate. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

Ashford,  East 

180 

194 

I 

11-4 

265 

9 

274 

19-9 

19 

4 

23 

84 

Ashford,  West 

83 

79 

8-0 

119 

9 

128 

16-0 

6 

0 

6 

47 

Blean  ... 

101 

98 

10*3 

126 

3 

129 

16-6 

9 

0 

9 

70 

Bridge... 

248 

138 

9-8 

209 

8 

217 

191 

6 

1 

7 

33 

Bromley 

347 

254 

10*4 

446 

16 

462 

20-0 

22 

3 

25 

155 

Cranbrook 

170 

167 

10-2 

281 

9 

290 

20-8 

20 

1 

21 

73 

Dartford 

500 

420 

10-1 

850 

31 

881 

211 

57 

3 

60 

69 

Dover  ... 

64 

87 

io-o 

187 

8 

195 

22'7 

10 

1 

11 

57 

Eastry ... 

200 

173 

10-6 

290 

10 

300 

22-3 

17 

2 

19 

64 

Elham... 

122 

80 

8*2 

104 

5 

109 

14-3 

6 

0 

6 

55 

Faversham 

196 

176 

10-4 

304 

16 

320 

22-9 

21 

1 

22 

69 

Hollingbourn ... 

158 

162 

10-2 

225 

7 

232 

181 

21 

1 

22 

95 

Hoo  . 

38 

38 

8‘6 

102 

6 

108 

27-9 

6 

0 

6 

56 

Maidstone 

267 

221 

11-2 

292 

24 

316 

19-0 

21 

2 

23 

73 

Mailing 

261 

273 

9-8 

514 

33 

547 

22-8 

27 

5 

32 

59 

Milton... 

125 

153 

10*5 

246 

3 

249 

19-8 

17 

0 

17 

69 

Romney  Marsh 

32 

35 

10-8 

49 

1 

50 

17-9 

5 

1 

6 

120 

Sevenoaks 

258 

271 

9  7 

418 

19 

437 

17-9 

23 

3 

26 

60 

Sheppey 

75 

59 

10-9 

94 

1 

95 

19*8 

13 

0 

13 

137 

Strood... 

164 

189 

11-6 

342 

12 

354 

23-3 

32 

4 

36 

102 

Tenterden 

83 

90 

11-3 

101 

8 

109 

17-7 

4 

0 

4 

37 

Thanet 

212 

121 

10*3 

146 

2 

148 

13-6 

14 

1 

15 

102 

Tonbridge 

272 

231 

11-3 

348 

11 

359 

20-0 

30 

4 

34 

95 

Total  in  Rural  Districts  ... 

3,956 

3,709 

10-2 

6,058 

251 

6,309 

201 

406 

37 

443 

71 

,,  in  Urban  Districts  ... 

8,879 

8,872 

11-5 

14,533 

573 

15,106 

201 

1,086 

107 

1,193 

79 

Total  for  County  ... 

12,835 

12,591 

ll'l 

20,591 

824 

21,415 

20-3 

1,492 

144 

1,636 

77 

*These  rates  are  corrected  for  differences  of  age  and  sex  constitution  of  population. 
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Births.  Death-rate. 


Illegitimate  Births. — Table  IV.  of  the  forms  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  requires  that  illegitimate  births  shall  be  distinguished 
from  legitimate.  It  will  be  seen  that  3 *85  per  cent,  of  all  births  were 
illegitimate.  In  the  urban  districts  the  percentage  was  3  *8  and  in  the  rural 
4*0.  This  latter  rate  is  L0  per  cent,  lower  than  that  recorded  in  the  previous 
year,  and  the  urban  percentage  is  0-4  lower. 

The  following  shows  the  percentage  of  illegitimate  births,  to  the  total 
births  registered,  in  Kent,  each  year  since  1895  : — 


1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

3-89 

3-93 

4-16 

3-82 

3-95 

3-96 

3-94 

3*75 

4*07 

4*02 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

3-99 

447 

4-15 

3-94 

3-85 

3-68 

4*13 

4*14 

4*36 

3*85 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  county  was 
12,835,  whilst  the  net  number  (with  transfer  corrections  made)  was  12,581. 
This  is  445  more  than  the  net  aggregate  of  the  previous  year.  The  corrected 
death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  1914,  is  11*1.  This  is  a  satisfactory 
return,  and  compares  favourably  with  a  corrected  death-rate  of  13 *7  for 
England  and  Wales. 

In  the  urban  districts  of  Kent,  8,872  net  deaths  were  registered,  which  is 
473  higher  than  the  previous  year’s  total  and  represents  a  rate  of  11 -5  per 
1,000.  In  the  combined  rural  districts  there  were  3,709  deaths.  This 
is  a  decrease  of  30  on  the  previous  year,  and  represents  a  rate  of  10*2 
per  1,000.  The  rural  rate  was  therefore  considerably  lower  than  the  urban 
rate. 


The  death-rates  recorded  in  the  different  sanitary  areas  are  more  accurate 
than  was  the  case  in  years  previous  to  1911,  as  since  that  year  it  has  been  the 
practice  of  the  Registrar-General  to  forward  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
information  relating  to  the  deaths  of  persons  who  may  have  died  in  an  area 
other  than  that  in  which  they  were  usually  resident.  It  is  obvious  that  some 
such  adjustment  is  necessary,  otherwise  those  districts  m  which  there  is  a 


Diagram  showing  the  Birth  Rates  and  Death  Rates  in  the  County  of  Kent,  for  the  years  1895-1914  inclusive, 

compared  with  similar  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 


Kent  shown  thus  -  England  and  Wales  shown  thus - 

The  above  records  are  for  the  Administrative  County,  from  and  including  1908;  previous  to  that  year, 
records  for  the  Registration  County  (shown)  only  are  available. 


Death-rate . 
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large  public  institution  receiving  inmates  from  all  over  the  country,  might 
be  debited  with  the  deaths  occurring  in  such  institution.  It  has  not  often 
happened  that  such  deaths  have  not  been  deducted  at  the  end  of  each  year, 
but  frequently  the  deaths  so  deducted  were  not  debited  against  any 
other  area.  The  information  forwarded  by  the  Registrar-General  enables 
proper  correction  to  be  made,  and  the  details  are  classified  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer’s  staff,  who  transmit  them  to  the  districts  concerned.  This  fact  of 
more  fully  debiting  deaths  against  the  districts  has,  of  course,  resulted  in  an 
increased  death-rate  in  those  districts  where  it  had  not  been  possible  to  arrange 
for  this  correction  previously.  The  rates  are  also  corrected  for  differences 
in  age  and  sex  constitution  of  population. 


Of  the  forty-one  urban  districts,  a  reference  to  Table  3  shows  that  seven 
areas  had  death-rates  of  under  nine  per  1,000.  These  were  New  Romney  4T, 
Wrotham  8*2,  Sandgate  8'4,  Sandwich  8*5,  Queenborough  8*6,  Milton  Regis 
8’ 6,  and  Dartford  8*7.  On  the  other  hand,  four  areas  had  rates  of  over 
thirteen  per  1,000,  viz.,  Deal  15*5,  Sheerness  14*3,  Chatham  13’9,  and 
Faversham  13*2. 


As  regards  rural  districts,  the  following  six  had  rates  of  under  ten  per 
1,000,  viz.  :  West  Ashford  8*0,  Elham  8*2,  Hoo  8-6,  Sevenoaks  9-7,  Mailing 
9*8,  and  Bridge  9-8.  There  were  no  excessively  high  rates,  the  highest  being 
Strood  with  11*6.  Four  others  had  rates  of  over  11  per  1,000,  whilst  twelve 
had  rates  between  ten  and  eleven,  in  addition  to  those  enumerated.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  there  was  very  little  variation  in  the  rates  recorded.  The 
record  for  the  administrative  county  for  the  years  1908 — 1914  is  as  follows  : — 


Year  . . . 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Urban  Districts... 

11-7 

10-6 

9-9 

12-9 

11*0 

UT 

11*5 

Rural  Districts  ... 

12*5 

117 

11*5 

11-3 

97 

10*3 

10-2 

Whole  County  .. 

11 '9 

10-9 

10*4 

12-4 

10-7 

10-9 

11T 

The  diagram  facing  page  20  shows  the  fluctuations  in  the  rate  for  the 
last  twenty  years,  compared  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Table  5. — Showing  causes  of  death  among  Infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of  Kent,  during  the  year  1914. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under  4 

Weeks. 

4  weeks  and  under 

3  Months. 

3  Months  and  under 

6  Months. 

6  Months  and  under 

9  Months. 

9  Months  and  under 

12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1  Year. 

f  Small-pox 

Chicken-pox... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

,  •  * 

.  .  > 

.  *  « 

.  .  . 

Measles 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

,  ,  , 

1 

1 

6 

9 

]  Scarlet  Fever 

.  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  « 

.  •  • 

•  *  . 

•  »  • 

,  ,  , 

Whooping-cough 

1 

2 

3 

9 

11 

10 

10 

43 

t  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

*  .  . 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  « 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

,  ,  , 

,  .  . 

7 

2 

4 

13 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

•  *  « 

1 

1 

2 

8 

2 

1 

14 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

•  •  . 

.  •  , 

1 

1 

5 

3 

3 

13 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous) 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

8 

6 

19 

Convulsions  ... 

6 

6 

8 

1 

21 

12 

8 

6 

10 

57 

Laryngitis  ... 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

3 

Bronchitis  ... 

2 

2 

2 

6 

18 

20 

20 

17 

81 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

1 

2 

5 

13 

25 

17 

29 

89 

f  Diarrhoea 

2 

3 

1 

6 

28 

37 

12 

10 

93 

1  Enteritis 

4 

1 

4 

5 

14 

22 

29 

18 

13 

96 

Gastritis 

1 

2 

1 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

20 

Syphilis 

3 

2 

5 

6 

4 

3 

.  .  • 

18 

Rickets 

•  •  . 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Suffocation,  overlying 

3 

1 

2 

6 

5 

2 

•  •  • 

13 

Inj ury  at  birth 

12 

2 

1 

15 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

15 

Atelectasis  ... 

9 

1 

1 

11 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

11 

f  Congenital  Malformations.  . 

43 

8 

10 

2 

63 

2 

9 

3 

77 

Premature  birth 

177 

19 

18 

5 

219 

17 

3 

1 

240 

(  Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus... 

33 

22 

7 

10 

72 

44 

19 

13 

6 

154 

Other  causes  .. 

26 

13 

5 

8 

52 

13 

20 

10 

13 

108 

Totals 

314 

84 

70 

41 

509 

201 

215 

130 

138 

1193 
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Table  6. — Showing  causes  of  death  among  Infants  under  one  year  of  age,  in  the 
Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of  Kent,  during  the  year  1914. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks, 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under  4 
Weeks. 

4  Weeks  and  under 

3  Months 

3  Months  and  under 

6  Months. 

6  Months  and  under 

9  Months. 

9  Months  and  under 

12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1  Year. 

f Small -pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 

•  »  • 

.  .  • 

.  .  « 

.  .  « 

,  .  , 

•  •  # 

Measles 

•  i  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

... 

.  »  • 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

4 

11 

1  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

.  .  . 

1 

.  ,  . 

1 

f  Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

j  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  «  • 

1 

1 

3 

1  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

•  •  » 

1 

4 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

1 

] 

.  .  . 

1 

2 

2 

6 

Convulsions 

4 

2 

6 

7 

5 

3 

] 

22 

Laryngitis  ... 

*  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

*  .  « 

1 

1 

Bronchitis  ... 

•  •  . 

1 

1 

10 

12 

4 

11 

38 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

2 

7 

9 

6 

11 

35 

Diarrhoea  ... 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

9 

10 

9 

6 

34 

Enteritis 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

6 

10 

8 

3 

27 

Gastritis 

t  •  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

2 

•  •  « 

1 

1 

4 

Rickets 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  * 

.  ,  , 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

... 

7 

Injury  at  Birth 

2 

•  .  • 

.  .  , 

2 

,  .  . 

.  .  . 

,  .  « 

2 

Atelectasis  ... 

•  •  • 

•  ♦  • 

•  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

'Congenital  Malformations 

11 

2 

2 

15 

3 

3 

3 

... 

24 

j  Premature  Birth  ... 

78 

9 

6 

11 

104 

5 

1 

1 

... 

111 

1  Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

19 

4 

5 

1 

29 

18 

11 

4 

4 

66 

Other  Causes 

14 

2 

1 

2 

19 

5 

9 

33 

Totals . 

11 

23 

16 

20 

187 

72 

77 

47 

60 

443 

24 


Infantile  Mortality. 


Infantile  Mortality. — The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  expressed  as  the 
rate  per  1,000  births,  of  children  dying  under  the  age  of  one  year.  There 
were  21,415  births  registered  during  the  year,  and  1,636  deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age.  The  infantile  mortality  was  therefore  at  the  rate  of 
77  per  1,000  births,  which  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rates  recorded 
in  recent  years.  It  is  the  second  lowest  rate  which  has  been  recorded  in  the 
county,  the  figure  for  1912  alone  having  shown  to  greater  advantage.  The 
rate  of  mortality  in  towns  was  higher  than  in  the  country,  the  figures  being 
79  and  71  respectively,  as  compared  with  rates  of  79  and  80  in  the  previous 
;year.  The  record  for  the  administrative  county  for  the  years  1908-1914  is  as 
follows  : — 


Year . 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Urban  Districts.. 

89 

82 

79 

111 

78 

79 

79 

Rural  Districts  ... 

84 

77 

80 

103 

72 

80 

71 

Whole  County  . . . 

88 

81 

79 

109 

76 

80 

77 

Though  fluctuations  occur,  the  general  tendency  of  these  figures  is  certainly 
in  the  direction  of  a  progressive  decline.  Meteorological  conditions  affect  the 
mortality  among  infants  markedly,  and  this  influence  will  be  noted  in  the 
above  figures.  For  example,  the  hot  summer  of  191 1  was  associated  with  a  high 
infantile  mortality  rate.  The  general  decline  must  be  ascribed,  at  least  in 
part,  to  the  good  results  consequent  upon  improved  sanitary  methods,  and 
to  the  increased  tendency  among  district  councils  to  adopt  the  Notification 
of  Births  Act  and  appoint  health  visitors.  At  the  end  of  1914,  twenty  urban 
and  two  rural  districts  in  this  county  had  adopted  the  Act,  leaving  twenty-one 
urban  and  twenty-one  rural  districts  in  which  it  was  not  in  force. 

Attention  has  previously  been  directed  to  the  fact  that  the  method  of 
feeding  infants  is  of  the  greatest  importance  in  enabling  them  to  pass  success¬ 
fully  through  the  dangerous  autumn  months,  and  a  comparison  between  the 
different  causes  of  death  registered  among  infants  in  the  years  1913  and  1914, 
is  instructive.  These  points  are  set  out  in  the  following  tabulation  : — 


Infantile  Mortality. 


25 


Table  7. — Showing  the  chief  causes  of  death  among  infants,  in  the  years 

1913  and  1914. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

URBAN. 

RURAL. 

Numbers  of  Deaths. 

Numbers  of  Deaths. 

1913. 

1914. 

1913. 

1914. 

Premature  birth  ... 

289 

240 

113 

Ill 

Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus 

191 

154 

70 

66 

Diarrhoea  . 

75 

93 

33 

34 

Pneumonia... 

99 

89 

52 

35 

Enteritis 

83 

96 

30 

27 

Bronchitis  ... 

62 

81 

31 

38 

Convulsions 

70 

57 

31 

22 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

30 

43 

12 

11 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  total  deaths  amongst  infants  in  urban  and 
rural  districts,  from  diarrhoea,  enteritis,  bronchitis  and  whooping-cough, 
show  an  increase  compared  with  the  previous  year,  whilst  the  deaths  from 
premature  birth,  atrophy,  etc.,  pneumonia  and  convulsions,  show  a  decrease. 

Tables  5  and  6  are  of  interest,  since  they  indicate  the  various  causes 
which  are  contributory  to  this  infantile  mortality.  The  ages  at  which  the 
infants  died  are  also  set  out.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  deaths  of  1,636 
infants  have  been  classified,  and  that  practically  three-fifths  of  these  (969), 
occurred  during  the  first  three  months  of  life ;  over  two-fifths  of  the  whole 
(696),  were  registered  during  the  first  month  ;  and  considerably  more  than 
one-fourth  during  the  first  week.  The  causes  contributing  to  this  rate  of 
mortality  have  already  been  referred  to,  and  it  will  suffice  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  of  the  696  children  dying  under  the  age  of  one  month,  323 
deaths  were  ascribed  to  prematurity,  101  to  the  group  which  includes 
atrophy,  debility,  and  marasmus,  and  78  to  congenital  defects — a  total  of 
502  deaths  from  these  three  groups  of  ailments. 

Out  of  the  1,636  deaths,  144  were  of  illegitimate  children.  There  were 
only  824  births  of  illegitimate  children  registered,  so  that  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  among  them  was  175  per  1,000,  as  against  a  rate  of  73  among 
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those  born  in  wedlock.  This  is  a  significant  fact.  The  rates  for  1913  were 
149  and  76  respectively. 

The  following  summary  shews  a  comparison  of  the  death-rates  among 
illegitimate  children  per  thousand  such  births,  with  the  death-rates  among 
legitimate  infants,  for  each  of  the  years  1908  to  1914  : — 


Year. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Rate  of  deaths  per 
1,000  births  among 

'  Legitimate 
infants  . . . 

80 

77 

75 

104 

74 

76 

73 

Illegitimate 
_  infants  . . . 

178 

164 

in 

GO 

1 — 1 

228 

188 

149 

175 

The  variations  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  in  the  different  districts 
are  considerable,  and  urban  rates  are  recorded  from  “nil”  to  124.  It  will  be 
noticed  generally,  that  if  there  are  any  extremely  high  or  extremely  low  rates, 
they  are  recorded  in  very  small  districts,  where  the  difference  of  a  few  deaths 
makes  a  large  variation  in  the  rate.  The  former  rate  is  for  New  Romney 
(no  deaths),  which  district  has  the  smallest  population  in  the  county.  Last 
year  New  Romney  had  the  sixth  highest  rate,  but  there  is  no  district  with  an 
extremely  high  rate  for  1914. 

The  lowest  rates,  after  New  Romney,  were  Ohislehurst  17,  Milton 
Regis  27,  Herne  Bay  44,  Lydd  44  and  Ashford  45  ;  and  the  highest  rates 
were  recorded  in  Northfleet  124,  Sheerness  103,  Queenborough  102,  Gilling¬ 
ham  100  and  South  borough  100. 

In  the  rural  districts,  although  there  were  no  “nil”  returns,  there  were 
very  satisfactory  rates  in  Bridge  33,  Tenterden  37  and  West  Ashford  47. 
The  highest  rates  were  recorded  in  Sheppey  137,  Romney  Marsh  120, 
Strood  102  and  Thanet  102. 

ZYMOTIC  MORTALITY. 

For  statistical  purposes,  only  the  mortality  from  the  seven  chief  zymotic 
diseases  is  included  in  the  return  known  as  “zymotic  mortality.”  The 
diseases  are  small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  (and  membranous  croup), 
enteric  (and  typhus  and  continued  fevers),  measles,  whooping  cough  and 


Zymotic  Mortality. 
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diarrhoea  (including  enteritis).  The  following  table  gives  particulars  relating 
to  the  prevalence  of,  and  the  mortality  from,  these  diseases  in  the  whole 
county,  and  a  comparison  with  the  mortality  recorded  in  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales,  for  the  year  1914  : — 


No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Rates  of  Deaths. 

Death-rate  in 
England  and 
Wales  in  1914  per 
1,000  Living 
Persons. 

Disease. 

Per  100 
Persons 
Attacked. 

Per  1,000 
Persons 
Living. 

Small -pox  . 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

o-oo 

Scarlet  Fever . 

3784 

33 

0-88 

0-04 

0-08 

Diphtheria  and  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup 

2631 

179 

6-81 

0-17 

0-15 

Enteric,  Typhus  and 
Continued  Fevers  ... 

270 

43 

15-93 

0-05 

0-05 

Measles 

Not  notifi¬ 
able 

76 

i 

0-08 

0-24 

Whooping  Cough 

Do. 

114 

2 

o-ii 

0-21 

Diarrhoea  (including 
Enteritis)  . 

Do. 

354 

2 

0-34 

4c 

Totals 

— 

799 

0-76 

■ — 

*  Tlie  death-rate  per  1,000  persons  in  England  and  AFales  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis, 
is  not  given  in  the  Registrar-General 's  Summary.  The  rate  of  children  dying  under 
two  years  of  age  from  these  diseases,  per  1,000  births,  is  as  follows  : — 

England  and  Wales  20  *41.  Kent  14 ’39. 


Compared  with  the  previous  year,  it  is  found  that  in  each  of  the  notifiable 
diseases  above  tabulated,  there  was  a  much  greater  number  of  cases  in  1914. 
In  the  case  of  scarlet  fever  the  fatality  was  lower,  in  diphtheria  it  was 
higher,  whilst  in  enteric  fever  it  was  practically  the  same.  The  zymotic 
mortality  was  slightly  higher  than  that  recorded  in  the  previous  year,  the 
chief  contributing  diseases  being  diarrhoea  and  diphtheria. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

There  are  forty-one  isolation  hospitals  in  the  county,  in  which  accom¬ 
modation  is  provided  for  1,395  patients  suffering  from  infectious  ailments 
other  than  small-pox.  Four  isolation  hospitals,  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  Bromley 
and  Beckenham,  Keycol  Bill  and  St.  William’s,  Rochester,  are  large  institu¬ 
tions  containing  100  or  more  beds  each.  They  are  provided  by  combinations 
of  authorities. 
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Isolation  Hospitals. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  these  hospitals,  together  with  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  which  they  provide  and  the  number  of  diseases  which  can  be  con¬ 
currently  isolated  : — 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  BY  SEPARATE  AUTHORITIES. 


A.  Urban  Districts. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Separate 

District. 

Beds. 

Diseases. 

Remarks. 

Ashford... 

...  43 

3 

Bexley  ... 

...  40 

2  \ 

r  Pauper  cases  treated  at  Bow  Arrow 

L  Hospital,  Dartford. 

Cheriton 

...  16 

i 

Dover  ... 

...  50 

3  1 

'This  hospital  is  also  used  by  the  Rural 
L  District  of  Dover. 

Erith  . 

...  36 

2  1 

A  new  diphtheria  block  in  course  of 
construction — two  wards  of  10  beds 
each. 

Faversham 

...  16 

2 

Folkestone 

...  49 

3 

This  hospital  is  used  by  Sandgate. 

Gillingham 

...  50 

3 

Gravesend 

...  20 

1 

Herne  Bay 

8 

i  \ 

'  Herne  Bay  also  have  an  arrangement 
L  to  use  the  Blean  Hospital. 

Ly  dd  ...  ... 

...  6 

3 

Maidstone 

Penge  . 

Sevenoaks 

..  20 

•  •  • 

...  12 

2 

4  • 

3 

The  Borough  of  Croydon  isolates  and 
treats,  by  agreement,  all  cases  of 
infectious  disease  arising  in  Penge. 

Southborough  ... 

...  6 

1 

Tonbridge 

...  37 

3 

Tunbridge  Wells 

...  57 

4 

Wrotham 

...  16 

2 

*  This  was  built  as  a  small-pox  hospital,  but  is  used  to  accommodate  cases  of  the 
ordinary  infectious  diseases  on  the  few  occasions  when  outbreaks  occur. 


Isolation  Hospitals. 
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B.  Rural  Districts. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Separate 

District. 

Beds. 

Diseases.  Remarks. 

Elham  ... 

...  9 

2 

Eastry . 

...  18 

2{ 

This  hospital  is  also  used  by  Sandwich 
Borough. 

East  Ashford  ... 

...  14 

2 

Bridge  ... 

...  31 

3 

Blean  ... 

...  34 

3i 

r  This  hospital  is  also  used  by  Herne 
L  Bay  and  Whitstable. 

Cranbrook 

...  5 

1 

Faversham 

...  36 

4 

^Hollingbourn  ... 

...  22 

2 

Hoo 

...  18 

2 

Maidstone 

...  16 

2 

Mailing . 

...  25 

3 

Romney  Marsh 

...  16 

H 

f  This  hospital  is  used  by  the  Borough 
L  of  New  Romney. 

Sevenoaks — Hever 

...  12 

2  (?  3) 

,,  Otford 

...  12 

2  (?  3) 

( Accommodation  for  at  least  six  more 

patients  in  wooden  buildings  and 
[  Berthon  tents. 

Sheppey 

...  12 

1 

Strood  ... 

...  56 

3 

Cases  also  received  from  Northfleet. 

Tonbridge 

...  21 

3 

West  Ashford  ... 

...  10 

1 

No.  of 

District.  Beds. 


Bromley  and  Becken-  \  *  9n 
ham  Joint  Hospital  / 


Isle  of  Thanet  Joint 
Hospital 

St.  William’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  Rochester 


Keycol  Hospital 
Bobbing 


|  116 

} 100 

j-  102 


Deal  and  Walmer  ...  20 

Dartford  ...  ...  88 


JOINT  HOSPITALS. 

No.  of 
Separate 

Diseases.  Authorities  contributing. 

(Borough  of  Bromley. 

Beckenham  Urban  District. 
Chislehurst  Urban  District. 
Footscray  Urban  District. 

Bromley  Rural  , , 

C  Margate  Borough, 
o)  Ramsgate  ,, 

1  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  U.D. 

\  Isle  of  Thanet  Rural  District. 

City  of  Rochester. 

Borough  of  Chatham. 

Milton  Regis  Urban. 

Sitfingbourne  ,, 

Milton  Rural. 

Sheerness  Urban  District. 
Queenborough  Borough. 

9f  Deal  Borough. 

\  Walmer  Urban  District. 

3  Dartford  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 


*Now  temporarily  used  as  a  small-pox  hospital.  Arrangements  made  with  Maidstone 
R.D.C.  to  receive  cases  of  ordinary  infectious  disease  arising  in  Hollingbourn. 
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Small-pox  Hospitals. 


The  question  of  hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  small-pox,  has 
received  great  consideration  since  the  outbreak  of  war.  Following  a 
circular  letter  on  this  subject  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  dated  August  28th,  1914,  each  district  council  in  Kent  was  approached 
on  this  matter.  After  much  negotiation,  and  a  meeting  with  all  authorities 
without  adequate  accommodation,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that,  at  the 
time  of  writing  this  report,  practically  every  district  in  the  county  is  in  a 
position  to  offer  immediate  hospital  treatment  for  any  case  of  this  disease 
which  might  arise.  The  following  tabulation  sets  out  the  present  position  of 
affairs  in  detail  : — 


Urban  Districts : — 


* 


* 


District. 

Population  Served. 

No.  of  Beds.  Remarks. 

Ashford . 

See  West  Ashford 

Beckenham  . ^ 

Bromley  Borough . 

Chislehurst  . 

8 110,674  . 

24 

Joint  Hospital,  capable  of  large 

Footscray . 

Bromley  Rural . 

extension 

Bexley  . 

18,500  . 

? 

Arrangement  with  Metropolitan 

Asylums  Board 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  j 

Margate  . 

1 82,235  . 

16 

Joint  Hospital 

Ramsgate . 

Thanet,  Isle  of . J 

Bromley  . 

See  Beckenham 

Chatham  . . ' 

18 

Joint  Hospital  capable  of  large 

Rochester . 

V  79,621  . 

extension 

Also  *  Hoo 

Cheriton  . 

See  Hythe 

Chislehurst  .  . 

See  Beckenham 

Dartford  . 

26,210 . 

2 

Arrangement  with  M.A.B. 

Deal  ...  . 

See  Eastry  Rural 

Dover  . 

52,744 . 

20 

Capable  of  large  extension 

Also  *  Dover  Rural 

Erith . 

30,562 . 

2 

Arrangement  with  M.A.B. 

Tfavpi’sha.m  . 

10,900 . 

8 

Folkestone  . 

34,163 . 

6 

Footscray . 

See  Beckenham 

Gillingham  . 

54,641  . 

16 

Gravesend . 

43,642 . 

24 

Also  *Strood  Rural 


Small-jpox  Hospitals. 
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District. 

Heme  Bay  . . 

Also  *Blean  Rural 


Hythe  . 

Cher iton  Urban 
Elham  Rural  .. 


Population  served. 
16,940 . 


No.  of  Beds. 
12 


Remarks. 


22,395 .  8 


Lydd .  See  New  Romney 

Maidstone .  .  36,157..  . 


Margate  . ...  See  Broadstairs 

Milton  Regis  . 

Sittingbourne  . 

Milton  Rural  .  }-  50^581 

Also  * Queenborough 
*  Sheerness 

New  Romney  . 

Romney  Marsh  . V  7,030 

Lydd . . 

Northfleet  .  14,500 

Penge  .  22,434 


Joint  Hospital.  At  the  time  of 
writing  th  is  report  the  furnishing 
of  this  hospital  is  in  abeyance 
owing  to  a  question  raised  by  the 
War  Office 

At  the  time  of  writing ,  negotia¬ 
tions  are  proceeding  with  a  view 
to  arranging  with  one  of  the 
neighbouring  authorities  to  isolate 
and  treat  any  case  of  small-pox 
arising  in  Maidstone 


16  Joint  Hospital  capable  of  large 
extension 


12  Joint  Hospital. 


6 


89  Joint  Hospital  with  Croydon  and 
Wimbledon 


*  Queenborough  .  See  Milton  Regis 

Ramsgate  .  See  Broadstairs 

Rochester .  See  Chatham 

Sandgate  .  2,843  . 

*  Sandwich  .  See  Eastry  Rural 

*Sevenoaks .  See  Southborough 

*Sheerness  .  See  Milton  Regis 

Sittingbourne  .  See  Milton  Regis 

Southborough  . J 

Tonbridge  Urban .  j 

Tonbridge  Rural .  luncmi 

Tunbridge  Wells . fllu’yD1  . . 

Also  * Sevenoaks  Urban  \ 

* Sevenoalcs  Rural  ) 

*Tenterden  Borough .  See  Hollingbourn 

Tonbridge .  See  Southborough 

Tunbridge  Wells .  See  Southborough 

*  W aimer .  See  Eastry  Rural 

Whitstable  .  8,200  . 

Wrotham  .  4,169  . 


24  Joint  Hospital,  capable  of  large 
extension 


Capable  of  large  extension 


12  Capable  of  large  extension. 
16 
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Small-pox  Hospitals. 


Rural  Districts : — 

District. 

Ashford,  East  .  .  . 

Ashford,  West . 

Also  *  Ashford  Urban 

*Blean . 

*  Bridge  . 

Bromley  . 

*Oranbrook .  . 

Dartford  . 

*Dover . 

Eastry  . 

Also  *Deal  Borough 

*  Sandwich 

*  W aimer 

*  Bridge  Rural 

Elham  . 

Faversham  . 

Hollingbourn  . 

A  Ise  *  Tenter  den  Borough 

*  Maidstone  Rural 
*Cranbrook  ,, 

*  Tenter  den  „ 

*Hoo  . 

^Maidstone . 

Mailing . 

Milton  . 

Romney  Marsh  . 

*Sevenoaks  . 

Sheppey  . . 

*Strood  .  . 

*Tenterden . 

Thanet,  Isle  of . 

Tonbridge  . . 


Population  served.  No.  of  Beds.  Remarks. 


13,787  .  6 

21,994  .  12 


See  Herne  Bay 
See  Eastry 
See  Beckenham 
See  Hollingbourn 


41,147 .  :  Arrangement  with  M.A.B. 

See  Dover  Borough 

j-45,257 .  30 

See  Hythe 

14,000 .  4 

-53,074 .  22 


See  Chatham 
See  Hollingbourn 

24,054 .  10 

See  Milton  Regis 
See  New  Romney 
See  Southborough 
4,800  .  8 

See  Gravesend .  Also  additional  arrangement  with 

Port  of  London  Authority 

See  Hollingbourn 
See  Broadstairs 
See  Southborough 


*These  districts  do  not  possess  their  own  small-pox  hospital,  but  hav3  made  arrangements  with 

other  districts  as  shown. 


Small-pox. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 
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The  county  death-rates  from  the  chief  notifiable  ailments  are  set  out  on 
page  27,  but  these  rates  do  not  give  an  accurate  idea  of  the  prevalence  of 
these  diseases.  do  bring  out  this  latter  fact  more  clearly,  and  to  render  the 
information  obtained  from  the  reports  available  for  purposes  of  comparison, 
Table  10  has  been  prepared,  which  indicates  the  rates  of  attack  of  scarlet 
fever,  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever,  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the  different 
districts. 

As  regards  the  county  as  a  whole,  it  will  be  noticed  that  3 -58  per  1,000 
of  the  inhabitants  suffered  from  scarlet  fever,  2 -49  from  diphtheria,  and  0*26 
from  enteric  fever,  compared  with  2*31,  L67  and  0*19  respectively  in  the  previous 
year.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  attack-rates  in  the  year  under  review  show 
a  considerable  increase.  Divided  among  urban  and  rural  districts,  it  will 
be  noted  that  in  all  three  diseases  the  incidence  in  urban  districts  was 
greater  than  in  rural,  the  attack  rates  being  respectively :  scarlet  fever 
3*82  and  3*02;  diphtheria  2*53  and  2*41,  enteric  fever  0*28  and  0* 21. 

Certain  points  respecting  these  different  diseases  require  separate  mention. 

Small-pox. — Numbers  of  cases  notified,  and  mortality,  during  the  past 
seven  years  : — 


Year. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Kent. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Cases  notified 

15 

0 

2 

27 

3 

1 

2 

65 

Death-rate . . . 

0*00 

nil 

0*00 

0*00 

nil 

0*00 

0*00 

0*00 

The  two  cases  notified  during  the  year,  occurred  at  Folkestone.  The 
patients — aged  five  and  three  and  a  half  years  respectively — were  children  of 
a  Polish  refugee  family,  and  had  arrived  in  Folkestone  from  Boulogne,  the  day 
previous  to  the  discovery  that  they  were  suffering  from  small-pox.  The  cases 
were  of  an  abortive  type,  the  children  having  been  vaccinated  in  infancy. 

Contacts  were  re-vaccinated  and  kept  under  observation,  but  no  further 
cases  occurred. 


c 


84 


Table  8, — Shewing  the  Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  in  each  of  the 
Urban  Districts  in  the  County  of  Kent,  and  the  Number  of  such 
Cases  which  were  treated  in  Hospital,  during  the  year  1914. 


r 

cling 

3  up 

Fevers. 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital. 

DISTRICT. 

X 

o  ■ 

pH 

r— — 1  » 

d 

1 

00 

p  ^ 
30 

£  CO 

r-i  T—' 

O 

r— l  ^ 

S  c3 

4-P 

r-i  ■“7 

— a  ^3 

P-i  o 

i-H  | 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet. 

Enteric. 

Puerperal. 

Uerebro-  spinal 

Meningitis. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Ophthalmia 

N  eonatorum . 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  torms  ol 

Tuberculosis. 

Small  pox. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Oerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis. 

1  Others. 

Ashford  ... 

106 

3 

79 

4 

1 

1 

15 

4 

99 

79 

3 

Beckenham 

•  •  • 

98 

10 

98 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

52 

24 

... 

70 

87 

3 

.. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

Bexley 

•  • « 

17 

10 

146 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

26 

5 

.  «  • 

3 

129 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

.  ,  . 

Broadstairs  &  St. 

Peter’s... 

r  •  • 

24 

7 

42 

i  •  -. 

»  •  • 

1 

•  •  * 

22 

3 

16 

26 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

,  ,  , 

Bromley 

(Borough)... 

•  •  • 

54 

28 

75 

1 

3 

.  .  . 

.  •  « 

4 

55 

13 

•  .  • 

48 

54 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  «  • 

.  .  . 

Chatham 

(Borough)... 

• . » 

202 

35 

107 

8 

,  , 

1 

.  «  . 

7 

99 

25 

.  •  • 

96 

71 

6 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  .  . 

Cheriton... 

•  <  • 

28 

t  ,  # 

61 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

16 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

48 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

Chislehurst 

, , , 

12 

8 

17 

... 

•  •  • 

,  .  , 

•  •  • 

2 

8 

3 

•  •  • 

10 

10 

•  •  • 

... 

»  •  • 

,  ,  , 

.  , 

Dartford  ... 

,  #  , 

48 

34 

160 

8 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

33 

10 

•  •  • 

33 

106 

6 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

*  .  . 

Deal  (Borough)  ... 

•  •  • 

9 

.  .  . 

114 

2 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  •  > 

1 

15 

1 

.  •  ♦ 

t  *  . 

64 

,  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

Dover  (Borough)... 

*  •  • 

106 

34 

158 

6 

6 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

57 

33 

.  •  . 

84 

123 

3 

•  •  ♦ 

•  •  . 

,  , 

•  .  . 

Erith 

, , , 

86 

7 

307 

22 

2 

1 

6 

52 

10 

59 

232 

16 

.. 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

Faversham 

(Borough)... 

.  <  • 

39 

16 

19 

4 

1 

.  . 

.  •  • 

2 

13 

4 

.  •  • 

31 

15 

1 

*  •  • 

1 

#  •  . 

2 

Folkestone 

(Borough)... 

2 

39 

11 

136 

5 

1 

»  •  « 

1 

2 

114 

23 

2 

35 

101 

3 

,  , 

14 

8 

1 

Footscray 

33 

1 

28 

.  .  . 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

.  .  . 

9 

4 

.  .  • 

33 

26 

•  •  . 

*  »  • 

1 

.  ,  . 

.  .  . 

Gillingham 

170 

(Borough)... 

.  .  . 

40 

201 

10 

,  ,  . 

,  * 

•  .  • 

15 

103 

26 

.  •  • 

73 

117 

7 

»  «  • 

•  •  i 

.  •  • 

.  .  , 

Gravesend 

(Borough)... 

.  .  . 

35 

16 

78 

13 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

s  « 

4 

49 

27 

•  .  . 

2 

64 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

Herne  Bay 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

32 

3 

1 

»  •  • 

1  •  • 

•  •  » 

13 

9 

•  •  • 

21 

3 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  e  . 

Hythe  (Borough) 

.  *  • 

2 

*  •  • 

10 

*  .  * 

1 

•  .  * 

.  • . 

•  •  * 

6 

1 

•  •  . 

•  .  • 

6 

,  .  , 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

.  .  . 

Lydd  (Borough)... 

V  •  « 

«  .  • 

3 

3 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

#  .  • 

.  .  • 

Maidstone 

(Borough)... 

, .  . 

79 

16 

94 

25 

2 

,  , 

1 

11 

75 

16 

•  •  • 

74 

86 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

,  , 

•  •  • 

Margate  (Borough) 

. . . 

42 

11 

71 

21 

•  i  . 

,  .  » 

.  . . 

9 

39 

28 

•  •  . 

37 

58 

20 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  . 

Milton  Regis 

.  .  . 

6 

•  •  . 

37 

2 

•  •  . 

.  •  • 

,  ,  . 

11 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  t 

6 

36 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

New  Romney 

(Borough)... 

. . . 

2 

1 

3 

.  *  . 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

* .  * 

.  .  . 

2 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

3 

*  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  » 

.  .  • 

Northfleet 

.  .  , 

11 

10 

32 

4 

1 

•  4  • 

,  .  , 

•  •  • 

23 

20 

•  «  « 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  .  , 

•  *  * 

•  •  • 

Penge 

. .  * 

37 

8 

30 

1 

•  •  • 

.  • . 

5 

35 

12 

*  .  . 

20 

22 

1 

•  •  • 

17 

7 

4 

Queenborough 

(Borough) .. 

.  *  * 

.  .  . 

6 

4 

.  .  . 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

•  •  . 

2 

1 

.  .  . 

.  . 

4 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

.  *  « 

.  .  « 

.  .  . 

Ramsgate 

(Borough).. 

•  ,  . 

28 

24 

104 

10 

1 

•  *  • 

1 

2 

104 

30 

4  .  * 

18 

99 

1 

•  •  • 

,  # 

.  .  « 

1 

Rochester  (City) ... 

»  «  * 

110 

36 

137 

11 

2 

,  , 

•  •  • 

7 

59 

5 

•  «  • 

62 

102 

10 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  *  . 

Sandgate... 

. . . 

1 

1 

>7 

/ 

*  *  . 

.  .  * 

.  .  * 

1 

•  •  i 

8 

,  •  , 

.  .  . 

,  *  * 

6 

. .  . 

•  •  . 

,  , 

. .  . 

.  .  . 

Sandwich 

(Borough)... 

. .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  *  . 

,  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

,  , 

2 

1 

•  «  » 

1 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

.  .  . 

Sevenoaks 

»  •  . 

17 

2 

42 

•  •  . 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  ♦  • 

22 

10 

•  •  • 

10 

39 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

Sheerness 

•  •  » 

65 

15 

132 

21 

1 

•  •  t 

•  •  • 

1 

30 

4 

,  ,  , 

64 

126 

16 

*  •  • 

,  .  , 

Sittingbourne  . . 

.  ,  . 

4 

2 

38 

1 

... 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

22 

8 

»  •  • 

4 

28 

4 

... 

•  •  » 

2 

Southborough  . . 

,  , 

15 

4 

1C 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

11 

6 

•  •  t 

11 

10 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

Tenterden 

(Borough).. 

.  .  . 

<r 

1 

c 

... 

.  .  . 

.  •  • 

,  ,  , 

,  ,  , 

1 

1 

t  •  • 

.  «  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

, , 

•  •  < 

.  .  • 

Tonbridge 

.  .  . 

7fc 

6 

101 

7 

•  •  • 

1 

22 

8 

.  •  • 

69 

100 

6 

4 

4  •  « 

.  . 

Tunbridge  W ells 

(Borough).. 

154 

24 

41 

1  4 

•  •  • 

.  »  • 

2 

48 

28 

•  •  • 

147 

44 

1 

11 

6 

2 

Walmer  ... 

•  •  . 

.  •  . 

1 

15 

] 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

»  •  t 

... 

12 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

Whitstable 

•  •  • 

8( 

3 

31 

5 

>  1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

IS 

1 

»  •  * 

28 

11 

1 

... 

.  «  • 

Wrotham 

... 

1 

2 

* 

... 

... 

... 

... 

8 

... 

1 

c 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total  Urban  . 

2 

184/ 

440 

2835 

l  20( 

5  21 

3 

6 

108 

130C 

405 

2 

1267 

2158 

5111 

)  1 

52 

21 

12 

35 


Table.  9. — Shewing  the  number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  in  each  of  the 
Rural  Districts  in  the  County  of  Kent,  and  the  Number  of  such 
Cases  which  were  treated  in  Hospital,  during  the  year  1914. 


PS 

.5  p 

TJ  O 

Fevers. 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital. 

DISTRICT. 

x 

o 

Ph 

m 

Diphtheria  in clu 
Membranous  Ci 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet. 

Enteric. 

Puerperal. 

Oerebro- spinal 
Meningitis 

Poliomyelitis. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

m 

,  •  r— 1 

>C  CD 

U  O 

o  P 

P  CL 
r=l 

P  P 
Ph 

Other  forms  o 

Tuberculosis. 

* 

o 

Ps 

1 

Is 

r~ * 

P 

GO 

Diphtheria. 

— - d 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

— - - 

Cerebro- 

Spinal 

Meningitis. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis. 

Others. 

Ashford,  East  . . . 

.  .  . 

40 

5 

29 

2 

.  *  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

14 

| 

10 

,  ,  , 

27 

24 

1 

.  .  * 

•  .  * 

,  .  . 

Ashford,  West  ... 

... 

11 

... 

13 

... 

... 

... 

... 

11 

5 

. . . 

10 

12 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

Blean 

... 

15 

4 

9 

3 

... 

... 

. . . 

2 

6 

2 

. . . 

14 

9 

2 

... 

... 

... 

Bridge 

... 

5 

5 

24 

2 

3 

... 

... 

... 

11 

... 

... 

3 

17 

1 

... 

... 

•• 

Bromley  ... 

... 

70 

6 

33 

5 

1 

... 

1 

1 

35 

5 

... 

67 

29 

4 

5 

2 

1 

Cranbrook 

... 

16 

8 

11 

5 

... 

... 

3 

17 

9 

. . . 

6 

7 

4 

... 

... 

... 

Dartford  ... 

... 

29 

38 

181 

13 

2 

•  • 

2 

49 

21 

. . . 

22 

159 

11 

... 

... 

... 

Dover 

•  • 

2 

... 

40 

1 

1 

... 

... 

7 

... 

1 

29 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Eastry  ... 

... 

58 

5 

49 

1 

... 

... 

... 

13 

3 

... 

26 

26 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

Elham  . 

... 

2 

8 

27 

2 

... 

... 

... 

9 

2 

. . . 

... 

25 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Faversham 

... 

141 

10 

30 

2 

... 

2 

... 

18 

6 

... 

101 

28 

2 

2 

8 

1 

... 

Holhngbourn  ... 

... 

22 

14 

20 

4 

... 

... 

2 

24 

... 

... 

... 

14 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Hoo  . 

... 

1 

2 

22 

... 

... 

... 

... 

8 

2 

... 

... 

19 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Maidstone 

... 

37 

3 

78 

1 

... 

•  • 

... 

20 

8 

. . . 

32 

67 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

Mailing . 

... 

104 

15 

129 

1 

3 

... 

1 

1 

43 

12 

... 

57 

57 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

Milton  ... 

... 

28 

... 

37 

1 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 

19 

4 

... 

28 

37 

1 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  * 

Romney  Marsh  ... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

1 

... 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Sevenoaks 

... 

33 

16 

82 

2 

1 

... 

... 

1 

33 

12 

... 

31 

73 

2 

... 

4 

1 

4 

Sheppey  . 

... 

44 

4 

7 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

12 

2 

•  • 

39 

4 

2 

... 

6 

... 

Strood 

... 

27 

5 

61 

14 

... 

... 

1 

1 

21 

4 

... 

9 

48 

10 

... 

Tenterden 

... 

1 

4 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

12 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

Thanet  ... 

... 

9 

7 

27 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

20 

6 

... 

5 

25 

1 

... 

... 

... 

♦  •  • 

Tonbridge 

... 

62 

13 

37 

1 

3 

... 

... 

1 

38 

5 

... 

31 

53 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total  in  Rural 
Districts 

757 

172 

952 

64 

14 

2 

3 

15 

444 

120 

509 

765 

41 

2 

23 

3 

5 

Total  in  Urban 
Districts 

2 

1874 

440 

2832 

206 

29 

3 

6 

108 

1300 

405 

2 

1267 

2153 

119 

1 

52 

21 

12 

Total  for  County 

2 

2631 

612 

3784 

270 

43 

5 

9 

123 

1744 

525 

2 

1776 

2918 

160 

3 

75 

24 

17 

36 


Table  10. — Incidence  per  1,000  of  population  of  notified  cases  of  Scarlet 

Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Enteric  Fever. 
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Ashford 

5-66 

7-60 

0-29 

Ashford,  East 

2T1 

2-91 

0-15 

Beckenham  ... 

2-92 

2-92 

0-09 

Ashford,  West 

1-62 

1-37 

— 

Bexley 

7-90 

0-92 

0-06 

Blean... 

1-16 

1-93 

0-39 

Broadstairs  and  St. 

Bridge 

2-12 

0-44 

0-18 

Peter’s 

3-80 

2-18 

— 

Bromley 

1-43 

3-04 

0-22 

Bromley  (Borough)... 

2-09 

1-51 

0-03 

Cran  brook  ... 

0-79 

1-15 

0-36 

Chatham  ( Borough). . . 

2-43 

4-59 

0-19 

Dartford 

4-40 

0-71 

0-32 

Cheriton 

7-61 

3-50 

- — 

Dover 

4-66 

0-24 

0-12 

Chislehurst  ... 

1-87 

1-32 

— 

Eastry 

3-63 

4-30 

0-08 

Dartford 

6T1 

1-83 

031 

Elham 

3-53 

0-27 

0-27 

Deal  (Borough) 

9-89 

0-80 

0-18 

Faversham  ... 

2-15 

10-08 

0-15 

Dover  (Borough) 

3-58 

2-41 

0-14 

Hollingbourn 

1-56 

1-72 

0-32 

Erith ... 

10-05 

2-82 

0-72 

Hoo . 

5-69 

0-26 

— 

Faversham  (Borough) 

1-75 

3-58 

0-37 

Maidstone  ... 

4-68 

2-22 

0-06 

Folkestone  (Borough) 

3-99 

1-15 

0-15 

M  ailing 

5-37 

4-33 

0-05 

F  ootscray 

3-09 

3-64 

— 

Milton 

2-95 

2-23 

0-08 

Gillingham  (Borough) 

3-68 

3-12 

0-19 

Romney  Marsh 

1  -08 

— 

— 

Gravesend  (Borough) 

2*75 

1-24 

0-46 

Sevenoaks 

3-35 

1-36 

0-09 

Herne  Bay  ... 

3-93 

0-13 

0-37 

Sheppey 

1-46 

9-17 

0-42 

Hythe  (Borough)  ... 

1-52 

0-31 

— 

Strood 

4-00 

1-77 

0-92 

Lydd  (Borough) 

1-04 

— 

— 

Tenterden 

0-49 

0-17 

— 

Maidstone  (Borough) 

2-60 

2-19 

0-70 

Thanet 

2-47 

0-83 

0-19 

Margate  (Borough) ... 

2-37 

1-40 

0-70 

Tonbridge  ... 

2-07 

3-46 

0-06 

Milton  Regis 

4-86 

0-79 

0-27 

New  Romney  (Boro’) 

2-26 

1-50 

— 

Northfleet  ... 

Penge 

2-20 

1-34 

0-76 

1-65 

0-28 

0-05 

VARIOUS. 

Urban  Districts 

Queenborough  (Boro’) 

1-34 

— 

— 

3-82 

2-53 

0-28 

Ramsgate  (Borough) 

3-44 

0-93 

0-34 

Rural  Districts 

3-02 

2-41 

0-21 

Rochester  (City) 

4-33 

3*48 

0-35 

Sandgate 

2-47 

0-36 

— 

Sandwich  (Borough) 
Sevenoaks 

4-40 

0-33 

1-78 

— 

Whole  County 

3-58 

2-49 

0-26 

Sheerness 

Sittingbourne 

Southborough 

6-95 

4-54 

1-43 

3-43 

0-48 

2-15 

1-11 

0-48 

Aggregate  of  Eng- ' 
lisli  Administrative 
Counties 

3-87 

1-53 

0-23 

Tenterden  (Borough) 

2-63 

0-88 

. — 

Tonbridge  ... 

6-72 

4-91 

0-46 

Urban  Districts  (less 

Tunbridge  Wells 

County  Boroughs) 

► 

4-12 

1-66 

0-25 

( Borough ) . . . 

1-34 

4-22 

o-ii 

England 

Walmer 

2-58 

— 

0.18 

Rural  Districts,  Eng- 

3-45 

1-32 

0-20 

Whitstable  ... 

4-39 

10-49 

0-61 

land 

W  rotham 

1-68 

0-24 

— 

England  and  Wales 

4-47 

1-61 

0-24 
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WEEKLY  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  SCARLET  FEVER 


The  TOP  line  shews  the  number  of  cases  notified  each  week  in  the  whole  of  the  County. 

The  MIDDLE  line  shews  the  number  of  cases  notified  each  week  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County. 
The  BOTTOM  line  shews  the  number  of  cases  notified  each  week  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — Number  of  eases  notified,  and  rates  of  mortality 
during  the  past  ten  years  : — 


Year. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Kent. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Cases 

Notified 

? 

? 

3116 

2847 

2649 

2033 

2330 

3141 

2408 

3784 

165,045 

Death 

Kate. 

0-07 

0-06 

0-08 

0-05 

0-04 

0-03 

0-02 

0-03 

0-03 

0-04 

0-08 

For  the  most  part,  the  type  of  disease  was  again  mild,  and  this  point  with 
its  attendant  difficulties  is  referred  to  in  several  of  the  district  medical 
officers’  reports. 


The  following  are  extracts  from  various  reports : — 

Deal. — Dr.  Mason  says : — “  The  extremely  mild  nature  of  the  cases  has 
been  largely  responsible  for  the  spread  of  infection.  In  some  cases  the  onset 
of  the  disease  has  been  of  such  a  slight  nature,  that  parents  have  not  sought 
medical  advice  at  all,  with  the  result  that  after  a  few  days  children  have 
returned  to  school,  and  later  been  found  at  school  in  the  highly  infectious 
peeling  stage.  Medical  practitioners  themselves  have  told  me  of  the  extreme 
difficulty  they  have  themselves  experienced  in  forming  a  definite  diagnosis  of 
the  complaint  even  when  they  have  seen  the  children  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  disease.  Numerous  special  inspections  have  taken  place  at  the  schools 
with  a  view  to  finding  and  removing  from  school,  children  in  the  peeling 
stage.”  * 

Faversham  Borough. — Dr.  Evers  says  : — “  Regular  inquiries  are  carried 
out  in  the  case  of  children  away  from  school  where  there  is  the  least  reason  to 
suspect  infectious  disease ;  the  teachers  also  refer  to  me  for  immediate 
examination  any  child  attending  school  who  presents  any  suspicious  symptoms  ; 
in  this  way  a  large  number  of  cases  are  examined  during  the  year,  and  if  only 
a  few  of  them  are  found  to  be  in  an  infectious  state,  the  result  is  of  value  in 
supplementing  other  efforts  in  counteracting  the  spread  of  infection.” 

Gillingham. — Dr.  Warren  writes: — “I  reiterate  that,  as  in  previous 
years,  it  is  a  most  difficult  and  anxious  task  to  combat  the  cases  that  will 
occur  in  schools,  and  decide  as  to  the  children  sent  to  the  School  Medical 
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Officer  for  clearance  to  be  admitted  to  their  studies,  the  rash  being  so  short 
in  duration  and  causing  but  mild  febrile  symptoms.  On  admission  to  hospital 
there  is  often  but  a  fine,  branny  desquamation,  and  I  certainly  think  that  some 
of  these  are  at  times  cases  of  rotheln,  especially  as  I  have  had  the  same  cases 
come  back  in  a  few  months  with  characteristic  scarlet  fever.” 

Gravesend. — Dr.  Outred  says : — “  There  is  no  doubt  the  spread  of 
scarlet  fever  takes  place  by  means  of  the  unrecognised  cases,  which  frequently 
have  only  a  slight  rash  a  very  short  time,  with  slight  indisposition,  usually 
attributed  to  cold.  This  is  followed  by  nasal  or  ear-discharges,  or  both,  with 
the  result  that  all  susceptible  children  coming  in  contact  become  infected. 
The  school  teachers  are  now  fully  alert  to  the  dangers  of  these  slight  colds, 
and  children  are  frequently  sent  up  to  the  school  clinic  for  the  medical 
officer’s  inspection,  resulting  in  early  isolation  of  many  cases,  but,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  there  is  still  a  number  of  parents  who  do  not  seek  medical  advice 
in  these  cases,  still  maintaining  that  a  child  must  be  very  ill  if  suffering 
from  such  a  disease  as  scarlet  fever.  The  school  attendance  officer,  in  visiting 
absentees,  and  reporting  suspicious  illnesses  to  the  school  medical  department, 
has  in  several  instances  assisted  by  bringing  to  notice  such  children,  and  saving 
further  infection. 

“  I  should  like  to  repeat  that  want  of  means  is  no  excuse  for  neglect  of 
medical  opinion  on  the  health  of  a  child  attending  school,  as  the  clinic  gives 
every  opportunity  to  parents  to  obtain  advice  gratuitously.  The  schools 
are  often  blamed  for  the  spread  of  infectious  disease,  but  experience  shows 
places  of  amusement,  such  as  picture  palaces,  etc.,  are  frequently  visited  by 
children  in  an  infectious  state  who  have  been  kept  from  school  on  account  of 
not  feeling  well,  and  are  allowed  to  go  to  such  places  when  convalescent, 
though  really  infectious.” 

Ramsgate. — Dr.  Dundas  writes  the  following: — “Ten  cases  occurred  in 
the  persons  of  visitors.  As  will  be  noticed  from  a  study  of  the  table  showing 
the  seasonal  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  town  during  the  year, 
cases  of  infectious  disease  were  relatively  few  until  the  advent  of  the  ‘  season.’ 
Scarlet  fever,  which  had  been  rife  in  London  and  other  towns,  was  introduced 
into  the  borough,  and  the  greatest  difficulty  was  experienced  in  preventing 
the  spread  of  infection  owing  to  the  extremely  mild  nature  of  the  illness. 

“  When  the  elevation  of  temperature  and  the  rash  are  barely  perceptible 
and  the  throat  symptoms  are  almost  negligible,  practitioners  have  very  great 
difficulty  in  determining  the  infectious  nature  of  the  ailment,  and  the  fact 
that  they  are  sometimes  not  called  in  until  all  rash  and  throat  symptoms  have 
disappeared,  renders  their  task  all  the  more  difficult.  Several  cases  were  not 
diagnosed  for  these  reasons  until  peeling  occurred.  It  would  seem  that 
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medical  opinion  now  points  to  the  fact  that,  as  in  measles,  so  in  scarlet  fever, 
the  early  stages  are  the  more  infectious.” 

Rochester. — Dr.  Pritchett  states  : — “  It  was  remarked  in  the  report 
for  1913,  that  possibly  the  numbers  might  show  still  further  diminution  in 
1914  and  so  indicate  a  kind  of  periodicity  similar  to  the  years  from  1908  to 
1910.  This  has  not  happened  and  a  study  of  the  table  shows  no  periodicity 
whatever.  Such  a  periodicity  is  a  striking  feature  of  the  behaviour  of 
measles. 

“  Measles,  however,  attacks  about  six  times  as  many  children,  up  to  the 
age  of  twelve  years,  as  does  scarlet  fever.  The  annual  school  report  shows 
that  88  per  cent,  of  children  aged  twelve  years  have  had  measles  and  only 
15 ’6  per  cent,  scarlet  fever.  It  is  probable  that  neither  hospital  isolation  nor 
non-isolation  have  much  to  do  with  this,  but  that  the  infectivity  of  measles 
is  very  much  greater  than  that  of  scarlet  fever,  and  therefore  few  children 
escape  the  former  disease.  The  result  is  that  when  measles  breaks  out,  it 
uses  up  practically  all  the  available  susceptible  material  and  cannot  make 
itself  very  evident  again  until,  after  the  lapse  of  two  or  three  years,  a  fresh 
batch  of  children,  unprotected  by  a  previous  attack,  has  accumulated. 

“  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  always  plenty  of  susceptible  material  for 
scarlet  fever,  but  owing  to  the  comparatively  low  infectivity  of  this  disease, 
large  numbers  escape.  One  may  therefore  look  forward  to  a  fairly  constant 
supply  of  cases,  but  not,  unless  very  exceptional  circumstances  arise,  to  con¬ 
siderable  and  wide-spread  epidemics. 

“By  reason  of  the  low  virulence  of  scarlet  fever,  which  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  in  the  year  under  review  there  was  only  one  death  in  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  cases,  many  cases  are  so  mild  in  their  character  as  to  escape 
detection,  at  first  at  all  events.  Very  frequently  these  cases  are  not  dis¬ 
covered  until  the  skin  begins  to  peel,  which  means  that  for  some  weeks  the 
patient,  in  an  infective  condition,  has  been  freely  mixing  with  other  people,  at 
school,  in  places  of  amusement,  in  public  vehicles,  or  in  other  places  where 
people  congregate  together.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  not  surprising 
that  the  isolation  of  known  cases  fails  to  stamp  out  scarlet  fever.” 

Tonbridge. — Dr.  Tew  writes: — “In  several  instances  it  was  not  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  children  were  suffering  from  scarlet  fever  until  desquamation 
had  begun,  and  in  one  case,  which  seemed  somewhat  flagrant,  the  mother  of 
the  child  was  interviewed  with  regard  to  the  matter,  but  she  protested  so 
emphatically  that  she  was  unaware  of  the  nature  of  the  illness  that  no 
further  proceedings  were  taken.  In  another  case  the  boy  had  been  away 
from  home  and  had  been  ill  while  away,  but  scarlet  fever  had  not  been 
diagnosed,  and  it  was  only  when  peeling  began  that  it  was  recognised.” 
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Walmer. — Dr.  Davey  states  : — “  The  type  of  this  disease  has  again  been 
of  a  very  mild  nature — in  fact,  so  mild  that  the  disease  has  in  several  cases 
been  overlooked  until  the  peeling  of  the  patient  has  revealed  its  nature.  I 
suspect  some  cases  were  not  seen  by  a  medical  attendant,  and  therefore 
missed  altogether,  which  will  possibly  explain  why  cases  have  been  cropping 
up  ever  since  February,  without  definite  source.” 

Dartford  Rural. — Dr.  Richmond  writes  : — “I  think  I  might  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  heavy  cost  of  treating  so  many  cases  in  hospital — at  <£4  per  head, 
this  amounts  to  over  £600  for  last  year.  It  has  become  the  rule  to  remove 
almost  all  cases  to  hospital,  but  whether  this  is  a  necessity  or  even  an 
advantage  there  is  some  reason  for  doubting.  Very  many  cases  could  be 
equally  well  treated  at  home,  and  I  am  convinced  that  in  this  way  a  large 
sum  could  advantageously  be  saved  without  fear  of  spreading  the  disease. 
Hie  way  in  which  scarlet  fever  is  spread  is  undoubtedly  by  the  contact  of 
children  at  school,  and  an  outbreak  is  invariably  stopped  by  a  sufficient 
school  closure.  I  am  convinced  that  association  outside  is  not  so  dangerous 
as  is  generally  supposed,  and  that  with  strict  isolation  at  home  we  need  not 
fear  any  greater  spread  of  infection,  if  the  hospital  was  reserved  for  those 
cases  only  which  could  not  be  properly  isolated  at  home. 

“  The  table  clearly  shows  that,  although  the  number  of  cases  in  the  last 
twelve  years  is  practically  the  same  as  in  the  earlier  period,  there  is  no 
diminution  in  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  through  sending  all  cases  to 
hospital,  and  that  the  deaths  are  practically  the  same  for  each  period.  This 
is  all  the  more  manifest  in  the  second  period,  when  double  the  number  was 
sent  to  hospital. 

“  Removal  to  hospital  undoubtedly  relieves  the  parents  from  the  care  of 
their  sick  children,  aud  it  is  a  great  boon  to  many  of  the  children,  especially 
to  any  serious  cases,  where  hospital  treatment  is  of  importance.  If  kept  at 
home  they  would  have  to  be  confined  to  one  small  room,  whereas  in  hospital 
they  have  the  benefit  of  large  wards  with  association  with  other  children  and 
access  to  the  open  air.” 

Hoo. — Dr.  Outred  writes  as  follows: — “The  disease  apparently  ran  a 
very  mild  course,  several  cases  being  in  the  peeling  stage  when  notified.  It 
is  the  experience  of  the  majority  of  medical  officers  of  health  that  the 
epidemics,  at  least  of  the  last  few  years,  have  been  caused  by  some  mild, 
unrecognised  case  infecting  a  community,  so  causing  widespread  infection.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  measures  taken,  both  at  the  schools  of  excluding  any 
suspicious  cases,  and  also  to  notify  the  parents  of  the  outbreak  of  the  disease 
in  the  vicinity,  and  the  necessity  of  a  medical  opinion  in  slight  cases  of  illness, 
particularly  when  accompanied  with  sore  throat,  may  prevent  further 
extension  of  the  disease.  Certainly  the  very  few  cases  reported  in  December 
and  since  the  new  year  justifies  us  in  that  hope.” 
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The  TOP  line  shews  the  number  of  cases  notified  each  week  in  the  whole  of  the  County. 

The  MIDDLE  line  shews  the  number  of  cases  notified  each  week  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County 
The  BOTTOM  line  shews  the  number  of  cases  notified  each  week  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County 
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Diphtheria. — Numbers  of  cases  notified,  and  rates  of  mortality,  during 
the  past  ten  years  : — 


Year. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Kent. 

Eng¬ 

land 

and 

Wales 

Cases. 

Notified. 

? 

? 

1036 

1212 

1225 

928 

1392 

2008 

1738 

2631 

59357 

Death 

Rate. 

0-14 

0-14 

0-11 

0-12 

0*14 

0-07 

0T1 

0-16 

o-io 

0-17 

0-15 

The  chief  points  in  connection  with  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  are  set 
out  in  the  following  extracts  : — 


Bromley  Borough. — Dr.  Codd  states  : — “  The  number  reported  may  be 
considered  satisfactory  in  view  of  the  increase  of  population,  and  of  the  much 
greater  frequency  with  which  swabs  are  now  taken  in  all  doubtful  cases. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  owing  to  the  greater  facilities  for  bacteriological 
examination,  many  cases  of  diphtheria  are  now  diagnosed  which  in  past  years 
would  have  been  overlooked. 

“  The  diminution  in  the  mortality  rate  during  the  last  twenty  years  is 
no  doubt  due,  in  chief,  to  the  more  frequent  and  early  use  of  antitoxin,  but  it 
is  also  due,  in  part,  to  the  inclusion  among  the  cases  notified  of  those  of  a  mild 
character,  as  stated  above,  which  would  probably  in  any  case  have  taken  a 
favourable  course. 

“  More  than  one-quarter  of  the  total  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
detected  by  Dr.  Beatrice  Kidd,  the  School  Medical  Officer,  in  the  course  of 
her  duties,  when  children  came  up  for  certificates  for  exemption  from  attend¬ 
ance  at  school,  owing  to  colds  or  sore  throat.  Several  of  the  cases  were  of  the 
nasal  variety,  a  form  which  when  of  a  slight  character,  is  very  likely  to  be 
overlooked  and  is  consequently  a  frequent  cause  of  the  spread  of  infection  in 
school. 

“  In  two  or  three  instances  where  there  were  reasons  to  suspect  infection, 
it  was  necessary  to  take  a  second  swab  before  a  positive  report  was  obtained. 

“  Sores  about  the  nostrils  and  chronic  nasal  discharges  should  be  looked 
upon  with  suspicion,  especially  if  any  cases  of  diphtheria  have  occurred 
recently  in  a  school.” 
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Chatham. — Dr.  Holroyde  says  : — “  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge, 
and  is  stocked  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  at  the  Fire  Station.  It  can  be  obtained 
at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night.  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  a  more  extended 
use  of  this  valuable  remedy  would  both  limit  the  duration  of  an  attack,  and 
also  lesson  the  mortality  from  diphtheria.  The  minimum  dose  to  be 
administered  is  4,000  units,  and  assuming  that  this  quantity  was  given  in  each 
case  for  which  it  was  supplied,  only  23  per  cent,  were  so  treated. 

“  I  can  only  point  out  this  unsatisfactory  feature,  and  hope  for  future 
improvement.” 

Folkestone. — Dr.  Yunge-Bateman  states: — “Twelve  cases  or  about  32  % 
were  discovered  through  the  medium  of  the  school  clinic  officials,  either  during 
enquiries  for  cases  of  absence  among  scholars,  or  as  the  result  of  swabs  taken 
from  the  throat  or  nasal  passages  at  the  clinic  itself.” 

Margate. — Dr.  McCombe  writes  as  follows  : — “  There  is  unfortunately  a 
large  proportion  of  unpaved  yards  in  the  borough  in  connection  with  small 
cottage  property.  In  wet  weather  this  is  conducive  to  dampness  in  the 
dwellings.  Children  suffer  from  wet  cold  feet,  which  in  turn  leads  to 
catarrhal  conditions  and  tonsillitis,  and  then  the  child  with  its  lowered  vitality 
and  resistive  power  presents  a  very  suitable  soil  for  the  growffh  of  any  germs 
which  may  attack  it. 

“  From  the  fact  that  most  of  the  children  contracted  the  disease  during 
the  holidays,  when  no  doubt  they  were  playing  about  in  these  damp  places, 
and  the  almost  continual  wet  weather  during  the  autumn  and  winter,  I  am 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  unpaved  yards  are  a  factor  not  to  be  ignored  in 
the  spread  of  diphtheria.  We  are  doing  our  utmost  with  the  owners  to  have 
these  defects  remedied  and  many  have  complied  with  our  request,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  all  will  assist  us  in  this  matter,  wdiich  is  of  common  interest  for 
the  welfare  of  the  town  and  its  inhabitants. 

“  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  antitoxin  is  not  as  largely  used  as  it  might 
be  for  this  disease,  although  it  is  provided  free  of  cost  for  necessitous  patients. 
The  practitioners  in  the  town  have  been,  asked  to  kindly  co-operate  with  the 
sanitary  authorities  and  to  inoculate  all  cases  even  of  a  suspicious  character, 
and  all  contacts.  Antitoxin  was  only  supplied  to  three  patients  gratuitously, 
wffiich  is  decidedly  a  minimum  amount,  though  I  think  it  is  beyond  dispute 
that  a  great  saving  of  life  is  effected  by  this  treatment.  It  was  not  found 
that  the  disease  was  communicated  amongst  the  children  by  school  attendance, 
in  fact  most  of  the  cases  occurred  during  the  holidays.  I  visit  each  house 
personally  in  addition  to  the  usual  inspection  by  the  sanitary  inspector,  and 
in  the  case  of  school  children  the  school  is  also  visited  and  all  contacts 
examined.  All  the  bedding,  Ac.,  is  removed  if  possible  on  the  same  day  and 
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thoroughly  disinfected  at  the  disinfecting  station,  by  steam.  The  infected 
rooms  are  disinfected  with  formaldehyde,  and  the  walls,  ceiling,  furniture,  Arc., 
sprayed  with  formalin  solution.  Thirty-nine  cases  were  removed  to  the 
isolation  hospital  and  four  died. 

“  The  County  Council  Research  Laboratory  at  Maidstone  provided  fifty- 
six  reports,  free  of  cost,  on  doubtful  cases  sent  to  them  by  local  practitioners, 
and  our  best  thanks  are  due  for  the  courteous  and  expeditious  manner  in  which 
these  reports  have  been  made.” 

Rochester. — Dr.  Pritchett  writes  as  follows  :  —  “  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
tables,  that  the  district  has  suffered  severely  from  diphtheria  in  the  last  four 
years  in  comparison  with  preceding  years,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
when  this  disease  once  gets  firmly  established  it  is  most  difficult  to  eradicate. 
Like  scarlet  fever,  many  cases  escape  detection  and  act  as  carriers  of  the 
germs,  quite  capable  of  infecting  contacts,  while  presenting  no  symptoms  of 
the  disease  themselves.  As  has  been  previously  pointed  out,  opportunities  of 
close  contact  have  very  greatly  increased  in  the  last  few  years,  and  it  seems  likely 
that  the  more  common  infectious  diseases  will  continue  to  be  prevalent.  The 
hopes  once  entertained  that  isolation  hospitals  would  completely  control  the 
spread  of  such  diseases  as  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  have  ended  in 
disappointment,  but  these  institutions  will  continue  to  be  of  great  value  in 
isolating  cases  of  conspicuous  danger  to  the  community,  and  in  providing,  so 
far  as  their  accommodation  permits,  beds  for  the  nursing  and  care  of  other 
cases.” 

Tunbridge  Wells. — Dr.  Linton  reports  as  follows  : — “  From  a  careful 
investigation  of  the  present  and  past  records  of  this  disease  in  the  borough,  it 
appears  to  be  endemic  in  a  mild  form  and  mostly  on  a  small  scale,  with 
periodic  increases,  as  is  the  case  in  many  of  the  southern  boroughs.  Since  the 
commencement  of  bacteriological  examination  of  all  contacts,  and  of  suspicious 
throats,  probably  there  has  been  a  larger  number  of  actual  cases  discovered 
than  before  the  institution  of  this  method  of  diagnosis ;  moreover  the  early 
discovery  and  prompt  isolation  of  carriers  or  of  incipient  cases,  has  no  doubt 
contributed  to  a  considerable  extent  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
infection.  It  is  notable  that,  during  1914,  though  the  number  of  cases,  154, 
is  the  second  largest  on  record  since  1890,  only  one  death  occurred.  The 
causes  which  contribute  to  this  low  mortality  are  in  my  opinion  : — 

“(1.)  The  comparatively  mild  nature  of  the  present  type  of  diphtheritic 
infection  in  this  neighbourhood. 

“  (2.)  The  arrangements  made  by  the  corporation  for  the  prompt 
examination  of  specimens  taken  from  suspicious  throats,  and  perhaps  most  of 
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all  the  wise  provision  of  antitoxin  for  the  immediate  injection  of  suspicious 
cases  ;  it  is  to  the  early  administration  of  antitoxin,  more  than  to  any  other 
one  thing,  that  the  reduced  mortality  is  due. 

“  (3)  The  employment  at  the  isolation  hospital  of  fully  trained  and 
skilled  fever  nurses. 

“  The  chief  problem  in  connection  with  diphtheria  is  the  germ  carrier. 
Fuller  legal  powers  in  dealing  with  carrier  cases  are  desirable.  Though  in  the 
great  majority  of  instances  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  exercise  any  compulsion, 
isolated  cases  crop  up  in  which  power  to  isolate  carriers  would  prove  most 
useful.” 

Whitstable . — Dr.  Piper  writes  : — “Many  cases  have  also  occurred  where 
no  cause  could  be  traced,  and  I  think  that  the  putting  in  of  many  new  sewers, 
some  to  replace  old  and  defective  ones,  and  others  in  close  proximity  to  some 
which  were  not  water-tight,  and  are  to  be  used  in  future  as  storm-water 
sewers,  may  have  had  a  deleterious  effect  on  some  of  the  cases  which  had 
come  in  contact  with  the  foul  smells  arising  from  the  above  conditions,  which 
had  lowered  their  resisting  power,  and  made  them  more  liable  to  contract  the 
disease.” 

Hollingbourn  Rural. — Dr.  Tuke  says  : — “  I  am  sorry  to  say  we  have  had 
far  more  cases  of  this  complaint  than  usual,  there  being  during  the  year 
twenty-two  of  them.  This  I  account  for  by  the  excessive  rainfall  (7'42  inches) 
in  December,  after  the  longest  draught  on  record.  In  my  thirty-four  years’ 
experience  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I  have  noticed  this  before,  a  long 
drought  followed  by  great  rainfall  nearly  always  induces  more  cases  of 
diphtheria.” 


Enteric  Fever. — Numbers  of  cases  notified,  and  rates  of  mortality 
during  the  past  ten  years  : — 


Year 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Kent. 

England 

and 

W ales. 

Cases 

notified 

1 

? 

443 

493 

323 

292 

334 

362 

197 

270 

8778 

Death- 

rate 

o-ii 

o-io 

0-09 

0-07 

0-05 

0-04 

0-05 

0-05 

0-03 

0-05 

0-05 
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It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  an  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  this  disease 
in  the  year  under  review,  although  the  number  of  cases  notified  is  still  lower 
than  in  any  year,  except  1913.  References  to  the  disease  in  the  reports  of 
the  district  medical  officers  are  in  consequence  fewer  than  usual.  The  chief 
notes  are  appended  below  : — 

Chatham. — Dr.  Holroyde  makes  this  interesting  comment: — “There  is 
accumulating  evidence  of  the  value  of  protective  inoculation  in  this  disease. 
The  aim  of  this  inoculation  is  not,  as  some  suppose,  to  introduce  typhoid 
bacteria  into  the  system,  but  to  introduce  certain  chemical  substances,  which 
have  the  power  of  killing  off  any  typhoid  bacteria  which  may  get  into  the 
tissues.  In  the  majority  of  instances  the  protective  influence  lasts  two 
years.  The  results  of  its  use  in  our  own  and  other  armies  show  that  in 
addition  to  sanitary  measures,  we  now  possess  an  additional  weapon  of  defence 
against  enteric  fever,  which  will,  I  think,  become  largely  used  amongst  the 
civil  population  in  the  event  of  any  epidemic  prevalence  of  the  disease. 

“  False  statements  about  this  treatment  are  being  widely  circulated. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  it  does  protect  men  against  typhoid  fever. 
Its  advocates  do  not  claim  that  it  is  perfect,  but  if  fatigue  is  avoided  and  care 
taken  for  forty-eight  hours  after  inoculation,  the  risks  are  infinitesimal.” 

Margate. — Dr.  McCombe  states  : — “  As  to  the  cause  of  the  illness,  I  could 
not  help  noticing  at  each  of  my  visits  the  enormous  number  of  flies ;  the 
kitchen,  which  was  not  over  clean,  and  the  table,  always  laid  as  if  for  a  meal, 
were  simply  infested  with  them.  Add  to  this  a  manure  heap  and  ashpit  in 
close  proximity,  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  how  the  infection  may  have  been 
carried.  It  is  true  that  two  of  the  first  patients  had  eaten  some  winkles 
about  a  fortnight  previous  to  their  illness,  and  the  idea  that  the  disease  was 
due  to  this  cause  was  certainly  in  our  minds  at  the  time,  but  then,  although 
many  others  had  partaken  of  winkles  out  of  the  same  basket,  none  was 
affected  or  made  ill  by  them.  There  was  no  history  of  the  consumption  of  ice¬ 
cream  or  uncooked  vegetables  and  there  was  no  reason  to  suspect  the  water 
or  milk  supply.  The  drains  were  found  not  quite  perfect  but  no  very  serious 
defect  was  found.  The  water-closets,  although  they  may  have  played  some 
part  in  the  spread  of  the  disease,  were  in  good  order.  So  with  the  exclusion 
of  all  these  well  known  probable  causes  of  infection,  I  think  I  am  fairly  right 
in  assuming  that  the  flies  were  primarily  the  cause  of  the  disease.  Another 
fact  which  is  interesting,  was  that  the  first  cases  were  very  mild,  but  each 
succeeding  batch  had  a  more  severe  attack,  the  last  two  cases  dying  after  a 
very  short  illness.” 

Ramsgate. — Dr.  Grace  Dundas  makes  this  interesting  comment  : — 
“  Though  the  annual  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  occurring  in  the  town  is 


46 


Enteric  Fever. 


small,  there  are  no  grounds  for  believing  that  the  number  is  diminishing  in  a 
way  commensurate  with  what  is  taking  place  throughout  the  country 
generally.  The  corporation  is  sensible  of  the  large  place  shell-fish  now 
occupy  as  causative  agents  of  the  disease,  and  in  view  of  the  enormous  trade 
carried  on  in  these  commodities  during  the  season,  the  corporation  has 
established  a  shell-fish  station,  where  it  is  proposed  all  shell-fish  intended 
for  human  consumption  shall  be  cooked  prior  to  sale.  In  this  way  the 
corporation  hopes  to  guard  its  visitors  against  any  risks  that  may  arise 
from  the  collection,  importation  and  sale,  of  what  must  now  in  many  cases  be 
regarded  as  suspected  foodstuffs.” 

After  further  inquiry  I  have  ascertained  the  following  information  from 
Dr.  Grace  Dundas  respecting  the  above  shell-fish  station.  The  station  which, 
as  stated  above,  is  municipal,  is  open  on  week-days  from  8  a.m.  to  12.0  noon 

and  from  3  to  5  p.m.,  and  also  on  Sundays  from  9  to  11  a.m.  Other  times 

may  be  arranged  by  due  notice  to  the  station-manager,  who  is  the  only 
employee.  All  shell-fish  are  not  cooked  there.  The  station  was  intended 

for  cockles,  winkles  and  mussels.  From  June  24th,  1915  (the  day  the 

station  was  opened)  to  September  14th,  1915,  the  total  shell-fish  cooked  have 
been  as  follows 


Cockles  .  5190  gallons. 

Mussels  . . .  170  gallons. 


Uncooked  cockles,  whether  imported  or  gathered  locally,  are  to  be 
cooked  at  the  station.  Cockles  are  measured  before  being  cooked. 

Each  person  does  everything  in  connection  with  his  own  cockles,  except 
the  actual  cooking  in  the  steamer,  which  is  carried  out  by  the  station 
manager.  All  necessary  utensils  and  water  are  provided  by  the  Ramsgate 
Corporation  for  the  free  use  of  persons  using  the  station,  and  cooking  is  done 
free  of  charge.  Each  person,  before  leaving  the  station,  receives  a  ticket  from 
the  station  manager,  stating  the  amount  of  cockles  cooked  and  the  date. 
Certificates  can  be  obtained  from  the  local  health  office  by  anyone  willing  to 
adhere  to  these  regulations.  The  certificate  referred  to  runs  as  follows  : — 

“  This  is  to  certify  that - has  his  or  her  cockles  cooked  at  the  municipal 

shell-fish  station.”  The  issue  of  this  certificate  was  an  inducement  to 
hawkers  to  make  use  of  the  station.  Good  order  in  the  shell-fish  station  is 
insisted  upon,  and  any  disputes  must  be  referred  to  the  station  manager. 

Dr.  Dundas  has  no  powers  whereby  hawkers  can  be  prevented  from 
selling  uncooked  cockles  in  the  streets,  but  when  such  were  seen  during 
the  early  days  of  the  station,  a  warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  offender  to  the 
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effect  that  if  uncooked  cockles  continued  to  be  sold  in  the  streets,  the  pro¬ 
bability  was  that  the  beds  on  either  side  of  the  Stour  would  be  closed  to 
fishing. 

It  is  believed  that  every  seller  of  cockles  now  takes  advantage  of  the 
station.  The  shells  are  gathered  in  tarred  sacks,  which  are  removed  daily  by 
a  contractor.  There  have  been  no  complaints  of  the  station  proving  a 
nuisance.  The  successful  working  of  the  station  was  an  alternative  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Shell-fish  Regulations  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
which  the  Ramsgate  Corporation  was  unwilling  to  adopt. 

Tuberculous  Diseases. — The  valuable  work  referred  to  in  my  last 
annual  health  report  has  been  continued  energetically  during  the  year  1914. 

A  full  account  of  this  work  has  appeared  in  a  special  report  on 
Tuberculosis  and  the  Administration  of  Sanatorium  Benefit  in  Kent,  which 
was  presented  to  you  in  the  early  part  of  1915. 

The  following  statistical  information  is  of  interest : — 


Mortality  from  phthisis  and  other  tuberculous  diseases  during  the  past 
seven  years  : — 


Year. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Kent. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Phthisis  . 

0-84 

078 

078 

0-87 

0-88 

0-81 

0-86 

1-04 

Other  tuberculous 
diseases 

0-35 

0-31 

0-28 

0-33 

0-30 

0-31 

0-28 

0-31 

The  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculous  diseases  was  1,193,  as  compared 
with  1,161  in  1913.  Nine  hundred  and  three  of  these,  representing  a  county 
rate  of  0‘86  per  thousand,  were  attributed  to  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs. 
There  were  623  deaths  from  phthisis  registered  in  urban  and  280  in  rural 
districts,  the  corresponding  rates  being  0'84  and  0'89.  The  subjoined  table 
gives  a  summary  of  the  cases  notified  from  January  4th,  1914,  to 
January  2nd,  1915,  and  the  second  table  shows  the  number  of  notified  cases 
and  deaths  in  1914,  and  the  average  deaths  during  the  five  years  1909-1913, 
both  of  cases  of  pulmonary  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis,  in  the  various 
districts  of  the  county  : — 
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NOTE. — Form  A  is  the  form  of  notification  to  be  used  by  every  Medical  Practitioner 
(except  a  School  Medical  Inspector)  for  cases  not  previously  notified. 

Form  B  is  the  form  of  notification  to  be  used  by  School  Medical  Inspectors  for  cases 
not  previously  notified  by  them. 

Form  C  is  the  form  of  notification  to  be  used  by  Medical  Officers  of  Poor  Law  Institu¬ 
tions  and  Sanatoria,  for  cases  which  have  been  notified  before  admission  (Cases  not  notified 
before  admission  are  reported  on  Form  A. ) 
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Table  12. — Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  in  each  district  in  Kent  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1912,  during  1914 ;  together  with  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  from  Tuberculosis  and 
and  average  figures  for  five  years  (1909"!  91 3). 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


Ashford 

Beckenham 

Bexley 

Broads  tail's  and  St 
Peter’s 

Bromley  (Borough) 
Chatham  ( Borough) 
Cheriton 
Chislehurst... 
Dartford 
Deal  (Borough) 

Dover  (Borough) 
Erith 
Faversham(Borough) 
Folkestone  (Borough) 
Footscray  ... 
Gillingham  (Borough) 
Gravesend  (Borough) 
Herne  Bay  . i . 

Hythe  (Borough) 
Lydd  (Borough) 
Maidstone  (Borough) 
Margate  ( Borough) 
Milton  Regis  • 

New  Romney 

(Borough)  .. 
Northfleet  .. 

Penge 

Queenborough 

(Borough).. 
Ramsgate  (Borough) 
Rochester  (City) 
Sandgate  . . . 
Sandwich  (Borough) 
Sevenoaks  ... 
Sheerness  . . . 
Sittingbourne 
Southborough 
Tenterden  (Borough) 
Tonbridge  ... 
Tunbridge  Wells 
(Borough) 

W aimer 
Whitstable 
Wrotham  ... 


Total 


Estimated 
Popula¬ 
tion,  1914. 


13,960 

33,572 

18.500 

11,057 

35,820 

44,100 

8,016 

9,110 

26,210 

11,529 

44,154 

30,562 

10,900 

34,163 

9,077 

54,641 

28,412 

8,158 

6,620 

2,900 

36,157 

30,000 

7,619 

1,333 

14.500 
22,434 

3,000 

30,241 

31,652 

2,843 

3,040 

9,561 

19,000 

8,382 

7,008 

3,424 

15,499 

36,460 

5,818 

8,200 

4,169 


741,801 


Notifications,  1914. 


Pulm. 


15 
52 
26 

22 

55 

99 

16 
8 

33 

15 

57 

52 

13 

114 

9 

103 
49 
13 

6 

3 

75 

39 

4 

2 

23 

35 

2 

104 
59 

8 

2 

22 

30 

22 

11 

1 

22 

48 

4 

19 

8 


1300 


Other. 


4 

24 

5 

3 

13 

25 
1 

3 

10 

1 

33 

10 

4 
23 

4 

26 

27 
9 
1 
0 

16 

28 
0 

0 

20 

12 

1 

30 

5 
0 
1 

10 

4 

8 

6 
1 
8 

28 

0 

1 

0 


405 


Total. 


19 
76 

31 

25 

68 

124 

17 

11 

43 

16 

90 
62 
17 

137 

13 

129 

76 

22 

7 

3 

91 
67 

4 

2 

43 

47 

3 

134 

64 

8 

3 

32 
34 
30 
17 

2 

30 

76 

4 

20 
8 


1705 


Deaths. 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Estimated 
Popula¬ 
tion,  1914. 

Notifications,  1914. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Other. 

Pulmonary. 

Other. 

Pulm. 

Other. 

Total. 

1914. 

Average  of 

five  years. 

1909-13.  ’ 

1 

1014. 

Average  of 

five  years, 

1909-13 

1914. 

Average  of 

five  years, 

1909-13. 

1914. 

Average  of 
five  years. 

1909-13. 

8 

12 

5 

4 

Ashford,  East  . 

13,787  ■ 

14 

10 

24 

12 

10 

4 

3 

23 

19 

4 

6 

15 

10 

5 

7 

Ashford,  West  ... 

8,034 

11 

5 

16 

7 

8 

1 

2 

6 

6 

0 

3 

Blean 

7,782 

6 

2 

8 

5 

7 

2 

1 

28 

19 

8 

9 

58 

54 

19 

15 

Bridge 

11,369 

11 

0 

11 

15 

ii 

1 

3 

8 

6 

3 

2 

5 

4 

0 

1 

Bromley  ...  . 

23,095 

35 

5 

40 

23 

23 

4 

6 

13 

16 

5 

7 

12 

10 

4 

4 

Oranbrook 

13,959 

17 

9 

23 

7 

9 

5 

3 

37 

40 

15 

20 

30 

21 

6 

9 

Dartford  ... 

41,147 

49 

21 

70 

36 

30 

16 

15 

6 

9 

7 

5 

30 

28 

9 

12 

Dover 

8,590 

7 

0 

7 

5 

5 

0 

2 

7 

3 

1 

1 

51 

47 

22 

13 

Eastry 

13,501 

13 

3 

16 

12 

13 

1 

3 

26 

30 

10 

7 

8 

9 

3 

2 

Elham 

7,659 

9 

2 

11 

4 

6 

2 

1 

3 

6 

3 

2 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Faversham 

14, COO 

18 

6 

24 

12 

13 

1 

5 

42 

40 

10 

12 

19 

29 

6 

11 

Hollingbourn 

12,846 

24 

0 

24 

13 

11 

2 

3 

7 

7 

3 

2 

Hoo  . 

3,869 

8 

2 

10 

3 

2 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

16 

12 

4 

6 

Maidstone...  . 

16,680 

20 

8 

28 

12 

16 

10 

6 

22 

20 

8 

9 

Mailing 

24,054 

43 

12 

55 

16 

21 

4 

8 

1 

1 

1 

0 

24 

33 

3 

9 

Milton  . 

12,580 

19 

4 

23 

16 

8 

3 

2 

23 

32 

10 

11 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Romney  Marsh  . 

2,797 

4 

1 

5 

6 

3 

2 

1 

0 

3 

0 

1 

8 

6 

3 

2 

Sevenoaks...  . 

24,483 

33 

12 

45 

18 

16 

/ 

6 

14 

14 

7 

5 

4 

8 

2 

2 

Sheppey  . 

4,800 

12 

2 

14 

4 

2 

2 

1 

8 

6 

2 

2 

4 

4 

4 

2 

Strood  ...  . 

15,230 

21 

4 

25 

14 

9 

2 

4 

11 

10 

4 

5 

Tenterden...  . 

6,165 

12 

1 

13 

6 

4 

0 

1 

27 

30 

11 

9 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Thanst  . 

10,937 

20 

6 

26 

14 

12 

3 

5 

10 

6 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Tonbridge . 

17,950 

38 

5 

43 

20 

14 

4 

7 

Total  in  Rural  Districts... 

315,314 

444 

120 

564 

280 

252 

76 

91 

,,  Urban  ,, 

741,801 

1,300 

405 

1,705 

623 

616 

214 

221 

623 

616 

214 

221 

Total  for  County  .. 

1,057,115 

1,744 

525 

*2,269 

903 

868 

..1  ‘  1 

290 

312 

es  not  agree  with  the  total  oi  tnc  ou&lo  ° 

difference  in  the  period  under  review,  and  that  whilst  Table  11  has  been  drawn  up  from  the  figures 
supplied  in  the  weekly  notifications  of  the  district  medical  officer  of  health,  the  “notification ”  columns  in 
tire  above  tabulation  have  been  filled  in  from  the  corrected  returns  in  the  district  annual  reports. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  Table  12  that  the  total  number  of  cases  notified 
during  1914  was  2,269,  and  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  1,193,  so 
that  the  ratio  of  notifications  to  deaths  is  approximately  two  to  one.  The 
respective  figures  for  1914  were  2,723,  1,161,  and  2'5  to  1. 

I  append  herewith  a  few  extracts  from  the  annual  reports  of  district 
medical  officers  of  health  which  are  of  special  interest : — 

Ashford  Urban. — Dr.  Watts  writes  as  follows: — “As  I  pointed  out  in 
my  last  annual  report,  the  treatment  of  persons  now  suffering  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  is  very  important,  but  what  is  more  necessary  is  to  prevent  the  onset 
of  the  disease,  and  I  still  think  the  four  principal  means  whereby  this  may  be 
accomplished  are 

“The  provision  of  : — 

(1)  Good  houses  and  proper  sanitary  arrangements. 

(2)  Good  food. 

(3)  Institutions  where  patients  in  the  last  and  most  infectious  stages 

of  tuberculosis  can  be  isolated  and  nursed. 

and,  finally,  that  dairy  cattle  should  be  inspected  and  those  animals 
slaughtered  which  are  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

“  When  sanatorium  benefit  was  introduced,  those  who  had  had  experience 
in  such  matters  felt  that  the  public  were  being  led  to  expect  a  much  greater 
result  than  was  possible,  and  it  appears  to  me  doubtful  whether  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  such  large  sums  of  money  on  sanatorium  dispensaries,  etc.,  is  justifiable; 
at  any  rate,  I  am  certain  that  to  make  the  expenditure  of  this  money  worth 
while,  at  the  same  time  steps  should  be  taken  to  deal  with  the  housing  of  the 
community  for,  after  all,  it  is  bad  housing  conditions  which  help  to  spread,  if 
they  do  not  actually  cause  consumption. 

“  Dry  and  well  ventilated  houses  are  above  all  things  required  without 
over-crowding,  in  order  to  stop  the  onset  of  this  disease,  and  again  it  is  obvious 
that  the  present  state  of  affairs  whereby  a  consumptive  person  is  taken  away 
for  a  few  months  to  a  sanatorium  where  his  disease  is  arrested  and  his  general 
health  improved,  and  then  allowed  to  return  to  his  original  damp,  dark,  badly 
ventilated  cottage,  is  most  unsatisfactory. 

“The  proper  ventilation  of  schools,  in  which  the  rising  generation  spend 
so  many  hours,  is  of  very  great  importance,  as  is  also  the  frequent  performance 
by  the  scholars  of  ‘breathing  exercises.’” 

Chatham. — Dr.  Holroyde  writes: — “One  aspect  of  the  tuberculosis 
problem  deserves  special  attention,  and  that  is  the  treatment  and  nursing  of 
advanced  cases,  especially  in  small  and  overcrowded  dwellings.  In  these 


D 


50 


Tuberculous  Diseases. 


cases,  where  the  patient  is  debilitated  and  coughing  up  large  quantities 
of  sputum,  swarming  with  tubercle  bacilli,  the  infectivity  is  at  its 
greatest.  The  family  resources  are  depleted  owing  to  inability  to  work,  and 
to  the  expense  of  a  long  illness,  there  is  little  prospect  of  recovery,  and  the 
rest  of  the  household,  especially  the  younger  ones,  are  exposed  to  great  danger 
of  infection.  It  is  in  these  cases  especially  that  institutional  treatment  is 
necessary,  and  in  a  few  cases  I  have  been  able  to  secure  it  by  inducing  the 
patient  to  enter  the  Infirmary. 

“  In  my  judgment,  segregation  of  these  advanced  cases  should  be  com¬ 
pulsory  whenever  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  officer  of  health  the  home 
surroundings  and  circumstances  are  unsuitable. 

“  Again,  in  many  cases  the  influence  of  poverty  is  felt,  in  the  direction  of 
the  diminution  of  nourishing  food.  When  the  patient  is  an  insured  person 
it  is  possible  to  give  help  to  some  extent,  but  in  many  cases  of  non-insured 
persons  this  is  not  possible.  The  Medway  Guardians  recognise  that  it  is 
always  cheaper  and  better  to  expedite  recovery  and  enable  men  to  get  back 
to  work,  and  the  practical  application  of  these  views  is  carried  out  by  the 
relieving  officers,  who  in  any  cases  that  I  have  brought  before  their  notice, 
have  given  temporary  help  in  the  shape  of  Bovril,  eggs,  etc.  Fresh  air  is  very 
helpful,  but  good  feeding  is  equally  so.  The  more  the  problem  of  tuberculosis 
is  studied,  the  more  are  seen  the  difficulties  which  surround  it  both  as  regards 
preventive  and  curative  measures.  It  is  only  by  the  careful  recording  of 
facts  and  by  studying  the  results  of  the  various  theories  and  schemes  which 
are  being  practised,  that  definite  conclusions  can  be  formed.  A  few  years  ago 
the  early  abolition  of  the  disease  was  looked  forward  to  with  confidence  by  the 
general  public,  and  hopes  which  are  gradually  being  shattered  were  built  on 
the  effects  of  sanatorium  treatment.  I  do  not  say  that  this  is  useless,  but  it 
has  not  and  will  not  realise  expectations,  and  so  long  as  poverty  and  its 
associated  conditions  in  the  shape  of  cramped  houses,  insanitary  surroundings, 
and  insufficient  food  continue  to  prevail,  so  long  will  cases  of  tuberculosis 
develop.  Measures  which  would  prevent  poverty  and  overcrowding  will 
prove  ultimately  cheaper  than  the  provision  of  institutions  whose  function  is 
to  deal  with  the  results  of  these  conditions.” 

Erith. — Dr.  Jerman  writes  : — “  In  adults  by  far  the  commonest  type  of 
the  disease  is  the  pulmonary  one,  phthisis,  or  consumption.  In  these  cases 
the  organism  causing  the  infection  is  very  commonly  present  abundantly  in 
the  expectoration,  and  in  the  breath  and  spray  driven  out  by  coughing. 
If  a  person  suffering  from  consumption  spits  on  the  floor  or  in  the  street,  the 
spit  in  warm  weather  soon  dries  up,  and  the  germs  in  it  are  carried  about 
attached  to  particles  of  dust,  and  are  a  potential  source  of  infection  to 
any  susceptible  person.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  consumptives  are  advised 
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to  carry  pocket  sputum  cups,  and  to  use  them  for  the  reception  of  the  sputum, 
or  to  spit  into  pieces  of  paper  or  old  linen,  which  can  be  burned  in  the  fire. 
Open  windows  and  an  open-air  life,  as  far  as  possible,  abstention  from  alcohol, 
and  good,  nourishing  food,  all  help  to  sustain  the  system  against  the  attack 
of  the  disease,  which  is  usually  of  a  chronic  nature,  and  may  last  for  years 
before  carrying  off  the  patient.  It  was  at  one  time  thought  that  consumption 
was  incurable,  but  greater  knowledge  has  proved  this  to  be  erroneous,  and 
many  persons  alive  and  well  at  the  present  day  have  at  one  time  or  other 
suffered  from  the  disease  ;  the  earlier  the  disease  is  discovered,  and  the  sufferer 
carries  out  the  appropriate  treatment,  the  greater  the  chance  of  recovery. 
The  establishment  of  tuberculosis  dispensaries,  which  is  now  in  progress  all 
over  the  country,  will  bring  the  most  modern  methods  of  diagnosis  and  treat¬ 
ment  almost  into  the  homes  of  the  people,  and  the  results  produced  by  them 
by  means  of  actual  treatment  of  cases,  and  as  educational  centres,  should  soon 
be  evident.  The  hearty  and  intelligent  co-operation  of  the  community  at 
large,  and  especially  of  all  sufferers  from  tuberculosis,  is,  however,  essential, 
in  order  to  produce  the  best  results  in  the  way  of  diminishing  the  incidence  of 
the  disease.” 

Gillingham . — Dr.  Warren  writes: — “One  of  the  main  difficulties  to 
be  contended  with  in  many  of  the  houses  is  want  of  separate  sleeping- 
apartments,  which  is  so  very  necessary.  The  education  of  the  patient,  show¬ 
ing  him  how  by  due  care  and  attention  he  may  lessen  the  chance  of  giving  the 
disease  to  others,  is  important,  and  that  is  one  of  the  main  points  learned 
when  institutional  treatment  is  possible.  The  county  authorities  have  made 
certain  provision  in  sanatoria,  and  are  about  to  extend  this  most  necessary 
relief.  The  various  dispensaries  are  also  doing  a  very  large  amount  of  good. 
In  this  district  another  one  is  to  be  opened,  as  the  present  one  is  unable  to 
cope  with  the  work.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  success  of  the  one  in 
our  town,  and  of  the  great  courtesy  and  attention  to  cases  sent  by  me  for 
advice,  given  by  the  officer  in  charge,  especially  in  the  case  of  school  children 
and  those  on  the  borderland  of  tuberculosis.  It  is  quite  possible  that  those 
who  come  from  sanatoria,  and  have  derived  benefit  therefrom,  and  continue 
to  live  an  outdoor  life,  have  every  chance  of  being  cured  and  so  becoming 
useful  members  of  society ;  but  this,  of  course,  cannot  be  unless  the 
housing  conditions  receive  a  large  amount  of  attention.  The  cases  that  are  a 
source  of  great  anxiety  are  those  of  an  advanced  type,  as  it  is  from  those  that 
most  of  the  infection  arises.  Another  trouble  is  that,  being  known  to  be 
infectious,  many  people  who  are  suffering  from  the  disease  try  to  hide  it  as 
long  as  possible,  dreading  to  seek  advice  for  fear  of  being  told  that  they  are 
consumptive. 

“  It  cannot  be  too  widely  known  that  even  in  the  case  of  an  advanced 
consumptive,  and  even  most  infectious,  who  really  studies  and  follows  out  the 
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advice  given  at  the  sanatorium,  to  look  after  his  own  health  and  take  the 
precautions,  there  should  be  no  risk  to  other  people  who  come  into  ordinary 
contact  with  him. 

“  The  main  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  all  these  facts  is  that  the 
housing  and  general  surroundings  are  the  most  important  factors  in  spreading 
consumption  ;  therefore  it  behoves  all  the  sanitary  authorities  to  give  a  large 
amount  of  attention  to  these  matters,  and  they  will  thus  assist  the  Insurance 
Committees,  who  are  endeavouring  to  do  their  part.” 

Rochester. — Dr.  Pritchett  writes  as  follows  : — “  The  crusade  against 
tuberculosis  proceeds ;  it  is  very  highly  organised  and  costs  much  money. 
At  its  inception  sanguine  views  were  expressed  in  some  quarters  as  to  the 
results  which  would  rapidly  follow.  It  was  hoped  that  sanatorium  and 
tuberculin  treatment  would  effect  cures,  or  at  all  events  arrest  the  progress 
of  the  disease,  in  all  but  the  worst  cases,  and  that  in  a  few  years  tuberculosis 
in  this  country  would  be  well  on  the  way  towards  extinction.  The  results  up 
to  the  present  hardly  justify  the  above  hopes,  although,  no  doubt,  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  good  has  been  effected.  Much  more,  however,  would  be  done 
by  the  sanatorium,  tuberculin  and  dispensary  treatment  if  the  conditions 
under  which  the  great  majority  of  the  patients  have  to  live  were  improved. 
It  does  not  strike  one  as  a  very  hopeful  proceeding  that  a  person  suffering 
from  phthisis  receives  treatment  in  a  sanatorium,  makes  marked  progress 
towards  recovery,  is  presently  discharged,  and  goes  home  to  live  under 
precisely  the  same  conditions  as  were  largely  instrumental  in  originally 
producing  his  complaint.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  by  far  the  most 
powerful  weapon  in  dealing  with  tuberculosis  lies  in  improving  the  dwellings 
of  the  poorer  classes.” 

Cerebrospinal  Meningitis  and  Poliomyelitis. — Five  cases  of  cerebro¬ 
spinal  meningitis,  and  nine  of  poliomyelitis,  were  reported,  in  the  different 
districts,  during  the  year.  Of  the  former  disease,  two  cases  occurred  in  rural 
districts  and  three  in  urban,  whilst  of  the  latter  three  occurred  in  urban  and 
six  in  rural  districts. 

Three  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  fever  occurred  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
fifteen,  one  between  the  ages  twenty-five  and  sixty-five,  and  the  remaining 
patient  was  under  twelve  months  of  age.  Of  the  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  four 
of  the  patients  were  aged  from  one  to  five,  three  from  five  to  fifteen,  one 
from  fifteen  to  twenty-five,  years  respectively,  and  one  under  twelve  months. 

No  details  of  interest  concerning  the  cases  are  given  in  the  annual 
reports  of  the  district  medical  officers  of  health. 
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Measles. — Mortality  from  measles  during  the  past  ten  years  : — 


1914. 

Year. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

Kent. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

0'13 

o-io 

0'28 

0-12 

0-07 

0-08 

0-36 

o-io 

0-16 

0-08 

0-24 

There  were  seventy-six  deaths  from  this  disease  registered  during  the 
year  (as  against  161  last  year),  of  which  sixty-three  occurred  in  the  urban 
and  thirteen  in  the  rural  districts.  The  disease  is  not  notifiable  in  any  area 
in  the  county,  with  the  exception  of  the  Dartford  Urban  District  where  the 
first  case  in  a  family  is  notifiable. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  accepting  fatal  cases  as  the  basis 
for  comparision,  the  disease  was  considerably  less  prevalent  in  1914,  the 
deaths  in  1913  having  totalled  111  in  urban  and  fifty  in  rural  districts.  The 
chief  excess  of  mortality  was  in  Chatham  with  eighteen  cases. 


Whooping  Cough. — Mortality  from  whooping  cough  during  the  past  ten 
years  : — 


Year. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Kent. 

England 

and 

Wales, 

Rate  per 
1,000 

0-20 

0-15 

0-30 

0'14 

0-08 

0-23 

0-12 

0-19 

o-io 

o-ii 

0-21 

Whooping  cough  continued  moderately  pre\alent,  as  in  1913.  One 
hundred  and  fourteen  deaths  were  reported  in  1914,  as  compared  with 
ninety-seven  in  1913,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  in  1912.  Of  these 
deaths  in  1914,  ninety-three  were  reported  in  urban  districts  and  twenty-two  in 
rural.  The  largest  number  of  deaths  registered  in  any  district  was  twenty- 
one  in  Tunbridge  Wells. 
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Diarrhoea. — Mortality  from  diarrhoea  during  the  past  ten  years  :  — 


Year. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Kent. 

Eng¬ 

land 

and 

Wales. 

Rate 

per  1,000 

0-44 

0-79 

0-18 

0-29 

0-16 

012 

0-95 

0  45 

0*30 

0-34 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  In  the  year  under  review  there  were 
354  deaths  (as  against  312  in  1913)  of  which  268  were  registered  in  urban 
and  eighty-six  in  rural  districts.  The  highest  numbers  of  deaths  are  noted  in 
Chatham  with  thirty-eight  fatal  cases,  Maidstone  with  thirty-one  and  Dover 
with  twenty-six.  This  disease  has  a  great  influence  on  the  rate  of  infantile 
mortality,  since  it  is  chiefly  amongst  infants  that  fatal  results  occur. 

In  July,  1914,  the  Local  Government  Board  issued  a  circular  to  all  local 
sanitary  authorities  in  England  and  Wales,  dealing  with  precautions  to  be 
taken  by  such  authorities,  in  the  summer  months,  with  special  reference  to 
the  prevention  of  epidemic  diarrhoea. 

The  circular  urged  the  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907, 
in  those  districts  in  which  it  was  not  already  in  force,  and  pointed  out  the 
advantage  of  county  administration  for  areas  other  than  large  urban  com¬ 
munities. 

Special  visits  by  the  health  visitors  were  asked  to  be  undertaken  during 
the  season  in  which  infantile  diarrhoea  prevailed,  and  it  was  suggested  that 
the  question  of  increasing  the  staff  should  be  considered,  if  these  more 
frequent  visits  could  not  otherwise  be  made.  The  circular  outlined  necessary 
domestic  precautions  which  should  be  emphasized  to  the  mothers  by  the 
visitors. 

The  questions  of  the  sanitation  of  closets,  yards  and  streets,  and  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  flies,  were  dealt  with  in  the  following  words  : — 

“  Domestic  attempts  at  cleanliness  may  be  rendered  inoperative  bj^  condi¬ 
tions  outside  the  house,  and  it  is  most  important  that  these  conditions  shoidcl 
receive  attention  from  the  council.  Unpaved  streets  and  yards  should,  where 
necessary,  be  paved,  and  in  particular,  all  accumulations  of  refuse  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  dwellings  should  be  promptly  and  efficiently  removed.  These 

*  See  foot  note  to  table  on  page  27. 
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accumulations  provide  breeding  grounds  for  flies  and  are  otherwise  open  to 
objection.  It  is  therefore  essential  to  the  health  of  a  district  that  there 
should  be  arrangements  for  the  frequent  removal  of  house,  stable,  and  street 
refuse  and  the  contents  of  privies  and  other  closets  on  the  conservancy 
system,  and  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  and  excrement  under  sanitary 
conditions.  But  however  carefully  closets  on  the  conservancy  system  are 
emptied  and  cleansed,  the  conditions  associated  with  them  in  urban 
communities  are  generally  a  menace  to  public  health,  and  especially  to  the 
health  of  the  children ;  and  the  Board  would  urge  that,  wherever  a  sufficient 
sewer  and  water-supply  are  available,  fresh  water-closets  supplied  with  flushing 
cisterns  should  be  substituted  for  existing  closets  on  the  conservancy  system 
and  provided  in  all  new  buildings.  In  connection  with  this  matter  attention 
should  be  drawn  to  the  provisions  of  section  39  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907.  In  the  best  administered  districts  conservancy  closets 
and  ashpits  have  given  place  to  fresh  water-closets  and  moveable  ashbins  with 
covers,  and  house-refuse  is  removed  in  properly  covered  carts  by  the  council’s 
own  workmen,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  surveyor,  at  regular  intervals, 
and  never  less  frequently  than  once  a  week.  If  the  refuse  is  not  burnt  it 
should  be  disposed  of  in  places  remote  from  dwellings  and  should  be  kept 
properly  covered  with  earth.  In  many  districts  all  refuse  can  be  disposed  of 
in  a  destructor. 

“  The  Board  are  advised  that  the  exact  share  borne  by  flies  conveying 
the  infection  of  epidemic  diarrhoea  cannot  yet  be  stated.  It  would  be  a 
mistake,  with  our  present  knowledge,  to  assume  that  the  problem  of  the 
prevention  of  this  disease  is  limited  to  the  destruction  of  flies.  It  is  con¬ 
cerned  also  with  the  personal  cleanliness  of  the  mother  who  has  to  prepare  the 
infant’s  food,  and  with  the  cleanliness  of  the  house,  the  backyard,  the  court, 
and  the  street,  from  which  infective  material  may  obtain  access  to  the 
infant’s  food,  with  or  without  the  intermediation  of  flies.  But  for  prac¬ 
tical  purposes  the  number  of  flies  in  the  summer  months  may  be  regarded 
in  towns  as  a  valuable  index,  under  present  conditions,  of  the  possibilities  of 
contamination  of  food  by  pathogenic  microbes  or  by  decomposing  organic 
matter,  especially  in  districts  in  which  privies  and  pail  closets  persist,  and  in 
which  accumulations  of  house-refuse  or  stable-refuse  are  permitted. 

“  It  should  be  remembered  in  this  connection  that  the  ova  of  the  fly, 
when  deposited  on  organic  matter,  may  develop  in  hot  vTeather  through  the 
various  stages  to  the  adult  insect  in  little  more  than  a  vreek.  Hence  the 
importance  of  the  frequent  cleansing  of  receptacles  for  house-refuse  and 
manure  above  alluded  to.  For  the  prevention  of  flies  it  is  essential  to  deal 
with  their  breeding  places.  Destruction  of  flies  in  a  dwelling  is,  however 
also  an  important  additional  measure,  and  may  be  secured  by  fly  traps,  fly 
catching  papers,  or  in  other  ways.  An  efficacious  method  is  the  use  of 
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saucers  containing  a  solution  of  formalin  (one  teaspoonful  to  the  half-pint  of 
water,  or  milk  and  water)  and  a  little  sugar  ;  a  small  piece  of  bread  being 
placed  in  the  saucer  as  a  place  for  flies  to  alight  on  and  drink.  In  living 
rooms  these  should  be  left  out  overnight,  all  other  vessels  containing  fluid 
being  removed  or  covered  over. 

“  Handbills  advising  domestic  cleanliness,  destruction  of  refuse,  etc.,  may 
usefully  include  directions  for  the  destruction  of  flies.” 

An  anti-fly  campaign  is  taken  up  in  Kent  during  the  summer  months  by 
the  majority  of  the  sanitary  authorities,  and  literature  on  the  subject  is  also 
distributed  from  the  County  Health  Department.  In  addition  I  have  issued 
a  memorandum  and  circular  to  each  teacher  in  the  county  elementary  schools, 
in  order  that  the  dangers  of  the  common  house-fly  may  be  brought  before  the 
younger  generation.  The  campaign  has  been  energetically  taken  up  in  many 
schools,  by  the  teachers,  who  have  given  lessons  to  the  scholars  on  the  subject, 
followed  up  by  a  distribution  of  the  circulars  for  the  children  to  take  home 
to  their  parents. 

The  following  extracts,  culled  from  the  reports  of  the  district  medical 
officer  of  health,  have  reference  to  the  non-notifiable  infectious  ailments  : — 

Chatham. — Dr.  Holroyde  writes: — “The  nature  and  onset  of  measles 
is  such  that  notification,  which  has  been  advocated  and  adopted  in  some 
localities,  has  failed  to  be  of  any  real  service.  The  great  hope  of  amelioration 
lies  in  better  nursing  and  treatment.  Every  child  who  dies  from  measles,  dies 
either  from  bronchitis  or  pneumonia,  which  are  particularly  prone  to  occur. 

“  Common  sense  would  indicate  that  if  a  child  is  put  to  bed  in  a  warm  and 
well  ventilated  room,  when  the  disease  first  shows  itself,  and  is  carefully 
watched  and  nursed,  he  will  be  less  likely  to  develop  these  complications,  and 
will  be  more  likely  to  recover  from  them.” 

As  regards  diarrhoea,  he  states : — “  The  chief  causes  are  insanitary 
surroundings,  dirty  habits,  improper  feeding  and  a  temperature  favourable  to 
putrefaction  and  the  development  of  bacteria. 

“  When  these  exist  the  food  of  young  infants,  unless  it  is  the  natural 
food  drawn  from  the  mother’s  breast,  is  liable  to  become  contaminated  by 
putrefactive  organisms,  which  cause  diarrhoea.  Recent  investigations  point  to 
the  house-fly  as  being  a  means  of  carrying  these  organisms  on  to  food.  To 
any  one  familiar  with  houses  in  poor  neighbourhoods,  where  there  is  no  place 
for  the  storage  of  food  except  the  kitchen,  and  where  flies  exist  in  swarms, 
this  is  not  surprising.” 

Dartford  Rural. — Dr.  Richmond  writes  : — “  Towards  the  end  of  last  year 
a  very  interesting  report  was  issued  by  the  urban  district  council  with 
reference  to  the  admission  of  selected  cases  of  measles  into  the  isolation 
hospital.  I  was  at  first  opposed  to  admitting  these  cases  into  the  hospital  for 
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various  reasons ;  more  especially  considering  the  heavy  expense  of  building 
another  block  for  this  purpose.  It  seems  that  the  present  enteric  ward  is  no 
longer  in  use,  and  that  this  ward  could  be  utilised  for  treating  complicated 
cases  of  measles.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  would  advise  the  council  to 
join  the  urban  authority  in  admitting  serious  cases,  but  whether  the  notifica¬ 
tion  of  this  disease  should  be  adopted  is  a  matter  for  further  consideration.” 


“We  can  claim  no  such  reduction  in  the  death-rate  for  diarrhoea,  as  is 
found  in  the  death-rate  of  infants  dying  from  general  causes.  It  is  evident 
we  have  done  little  or  nothing  to  lessen  the  mortality  from  diarrhoea,  and 
there  is  a  strong  call  for  the  trial  of  some  new  methods,  but  what  new 
methods  are  we  to  adopt 

“  In  the  first  place  we  must  have  a  clear  understanding  as  to  the  cause 
of  summer  diarrhoea,  and  as  to  why  it  is  that  our  sanitary  improvements  have 
so  greatly  improved  the  general  health  of  the  people  and  yet  have  had  no  effect 
in  reducing  the  death  roll  from  diarrhoea. 

“  Under  the  Housing  Act  we  have  improved  our  houses  and  their 
surroundings  and  general  sanitary  conditions  in  every  way,  but  our  domestic 
hygiene  has  not  been  touched — the  inner  life  of  our  households,  at  any  rate 
the  conditions  under  which  our  infant  population  amongst  the  poorest  classes 
live  and  are  brought  up,  remain  the  same  from  year  to  year. 

“  All  classes  are  liable  to  be  attacked,  but  it  is  mainly  amongst  the  very 
poor  that  diarrhoea  causes  this  large  mortality,  as  infants  of  the  well-to-do 
suffer  much  less  frequently,  and  the  deaths  are  less  numerous. 

“  The  generally  accepted  theory  is  that  flies  are  the  carriers  of  the  filth 
and  microbes  which  conduce  to  diarrhoea,  and  experience  tells  us  that  where 
care  is  exercised  in  the  preservation  of  food  and  the  prevention  of  any 
contamination  by  flies,  we  find  few  cases  of  diarrhoea. 

“It  is  only  by  endeavouring  to  educate  the  mothers  as  to  proper  ways  of 
feeding  their  infants,  and  the  exercise  of  ordinary  hygienic  precautions,  that 
we  can  hope  to  reduce  the  heavy  death  roll  from  infantile  (and  other  cases)  of 
diarrhoea.  At  present  nothing  is  done  towards  this  end,  except  in  a  few  large 
cities,  and  some  argue  that  the  mothers  would  resent  any  such  interference. 
From  my  long  personal  experience  I  know  that  this  is  not  correct,  and  that 
they  are  only  too  glad  to  listen  to  and  follow  up  any  advice,  as  far  as 
circumstances  permit.” 

Rochester. — Dr.  Pritchett,  commenting  on  the  infantile  mortality  rate, 
writes  as  follows  “  This  rate  is  much  lower  than  the  average  for  any  other 
classified  part  of  England  and  Wales,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  comparative 
table.  While  it  is  very  satisfactory,  and  is  usually  accepted  as  a  more 
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reliable  indication  of  sanitary  efficiency,  than  is  the  death-rate  at  all  ages, 
the  fact  that  it  accompanies  a  very  low  birth-rate  somewhat  detracts  from  its 
significance.  Its  greatest  contributor,  as  in  1913,  is  deaths  from  congenital 
debility  and  malformation  and  premature  birth,  and  some  reference  to  these 
causes  of  death  is  made  later  in  the  report.  Next  to  the  number  of  deaths 
from  these  causes  come  those  caused  by  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  which  from 
year  to  year  shew  great  variation  and  depend  largely  on  meteorological, 
conditions  in  the  summer  months.  There  is  only  one  way  of  neutralizing  the 
effects  of  these  conditions,  and  that  is  in  promoting  cleanliness  in  the  food  and 
surroundings  of  the  poorer  people.  One  great  step  in  this  direction  has  been 
made  during  the  year  by  controlling  the  removal  of  stable  manure.  Notices 
were  issued  to  all  keepers  of  horses  in  the  district  that  they  would  be  required, 
under  penalties,  to  have  their  stable  manure  removed  at  intervals  of  not  more 
than  one  week.  An  ex-police  inspector  was  engaged  from  April  until  October 
to  visit  all  the  stables  once  a  week  and  see  that  these  regulations  were  duly 
carried  out.  Very  little  trouble  was  experienced  and  in  no  case  was  it 
found  necessary  to  prosecute.  The  particular  object  of  this  proceeding,  apart 
from  general  considerations  of  cleanliness,  was  to  limit  the  breeding  of  flies. 
These  insects  prefer  horse-dung,  above  everything  else,  in  which  to  lay  their 
eggs  and  as  it  takes  more  than  a  week,  under  the  most  favourable  conditions 
for  an  egg  to  mature  into  a  fly,  it  is  clear  that  the  weekly  removal  of  the 
manure  must  have  frustrated  the  maternal  hopes  of  many  millions  of  flies. 
These  insects  are  credited  with  the  power  of  conveying  filth,  often  of  the  most 
dangerous  nature,  to  articles  of  food,  especially  milk,  condensed  milk  and 
similar  food  stuffs  with  which  young  children  are  largely  nourished,  and  which 
are  not  cooked  before  consumption.  Their  influence,  therefore,  on  the  spread 
of  epidemic  diarrhoea  is  obvious,  to  say  nothing  of  typhoid  fever,  and  other 
diseases.  In  addition  to  this  attempt  to  stifle  the  fly  in  its  embryonic  stage, 
leaflets  were  issued  in  the  early  summer  to  each  house  in  the  district,  warning 
the  people  as  to  the  fly  danger  and  strongly  urging  them  to  use  every  means 
within  their  power  to  kill  as  many  flies  as  they  could. 

“  It  is  possible,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  these  measures  are  in  some 
degree  reflected  in  the  low  infantile  mortality  rate.” 

As  regards  measles,  Ur.  Pritchett  says  : — “In  some  districts  measles  has 
been  made  notifiable,  and  in  other  districts  notification  has  been  tried  and 
abandoned.  The  chief  and  most  powerful  argument  against  notification  is 
that  the  disease  cannot  usually  be  diagnosed  until  the  fourth  day  after  its 
onset,  and  those  four  days  constitute  its  most  infective  period.  From  this  it 
is  clear  that  information,  upon  the  receipt  of  which  active  steps  could  be 
taken,  cannot  come  to  hand  until  the  mischief  is  done.  Large  numbers  of 
cases  of  measles  are  treated  in  the  hospitals  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board,  not  so  much,  I  believe,  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  spread  of  the 
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disease,  as  with  a  desire  to  see  that  the  eases  are  properly  treated  and  cared 
for.  Measles  is  essentially  a  disease  in  which  lives  can  be  easily  saved  or 
lost,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  an  admirable  plan  for  any  district  which  can  afford 
it,  to  provide  hospital  accommodation  for  their  cases  of  measles.” 

SCHOOL  CLOSURES. 

The  following  tabulation  sets  out  the  number  of  school  closures  during 
1914,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases,  and  shows  the 
different  diseases  which  called  for  that  step,  together  with  the  duration  of 
closure. 


|  Reason  of  Closure. 

Under 
1  week 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

4-5 

weeks 

5-6 

weeks 

6 

weeks 
&  over 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever . 

5 

4 

8 

2 

1 

20 

Diphtheria . 

— 

6 

5 

2 

1 

1 

— 

15 

Measles  . 

1 

1 

6 

4 

6 

1 

19 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

3 

5 

2 

1 

1 

13 

Cli  i  o.tftr)  -Tinx 

2 

2 

Mumps  . .  . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

7 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Chicken- 
pox . 

1 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Impetigo 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Measles  and  Chicken-pox . 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Measles  and  Mumps . 

Measles,  Mumps  and  Chicken- 
pox 

1 

1 

1 

1 

AVliooping Cough  and  Chicken- 
pox  . 

1 

1 

Mumps  and  Chicken-pox . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Totals . 

11 

21 

26 

20 

12 

3 

2 

95 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY. 


It  is  my  pleasing  duty  to  report  that  the  year  1914  has  been  the  most 
successful  year  in  the  county  bacteriological  laboratory  at  Maidstone  since  it 
was  established  in  1911.  There  has  been  such  a  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  specimens  sent  here  for  examination,  that,  during  1914,  11,556 
specimens  were  examined,  which  amounted  to  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  more 
than  the  number  examined  during  1913. 

With  a  small  number  of  exceptions,  the  general  medical  practitioners 
throughout  Kent  appreciate  this  work  very  highly,  and  it  is  rightly  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  the  public  health  department  of  the 
county. 
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Bacteriological  Laboratory . 


I  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  health  report  the  steps  which  had  been 
taken  to  popularise  this  branch  of  the  service,  and  I  also  indicated  the 
advantages  which  are  gained  through  the  attachment  of  a  bacteriological 
laboratory  to  the  county  health  department. 

Again,  I  repeat,  that  financially,  it  is  more  economical  to  conduct  this 
work  in  a  county  laboratory  than  to  pay  for  such  to  be  carried  out  in  an 
outside  laboratory. 

It  is  interesting,  in  this  connection,  to  compare  the  cost  of  administering 
a  comity  laboratory  with  the  cost  of  paying  for  the  same  work  if  it  had  been 
carried  out  at  a  private  laboratory.  In  the  latter  case,  during  1914,  the  cost 


to  the  county  would  have  been  as  follows  : — 

£  s.  d. 

8405  Diphtheria  swabs  at  5s .  2101  5  0 

289  Blood  examinations  for  typhoid  at  5s .  72  5  0 

1511  Sputum  examinations  for  tuberculosis  at 

2s.  6d .  188  17  6 

1086  Ringworm  examinations  at  3s .  162  18  0 

75  Water  examinations  at  £1  Is .  78  15  0 

190  Various  examinations  at  10s.  6d .  99  15  0 


£2703  15  6 


The  actual  cost  of  the  laboratory  to  the  county  during  the  same  period, 
allocating  two-thirds  of  the  assistant  county  medical  officer’s  salary  to 
bacteriological  work,  was  about  £750. 

During  the  present  year  of  1915,  the  number  of  specimens  examined  will 
be  increased  considerably,  whereas  the  laboratory  expenses  will  not  increase  in 
like  proportion. 

As  the  results  of  the  important  preventive  work  carried  out  by  a  county 
health  department  can  rarely  be  shewn  in  actual  figures,  it  is  pleasing  to 
record,  in  this  instance,  a  distinct  economic  gain,  apart  from  the  saving  of 
life,  to  the  County  Council. 

In  the  accompanying  table  on  page  60a,  it  is  possible  to  compare  the 
numbers  of  specimens  of  various  kinds  examined  at  the  laboratory  during  the 
years  1913  and  1914.  For  the  purpose  of  more  accurate  comparison,  the 
number  of  specimens  examined  per  notified  case  respectively  of  diphtheria, 
typhoid  fever  and  phthisis,  is  also  shewn.  It  will  be  noticed  that  again  there 
has  been  a  general  tendency  for  more  bacteriological  work  to  be  required  in 
connection  with  each  case  during  1914,  than  during  1913.  Thus,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  diphtheria  in  1914,  3 ‘2  examinations  were  made  on  an  average 
for  each  case  notified,  compared  with  2 ’34  in  1913. 
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Table  13. — Showing  the  numbers  of  specimens  of  each  kind  sent  to  the  Laboratory  for  examination  from  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  during  the  years  1912,  1913  and  1914. 


Districts. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Phthisis. 

Ringworm. 

Water. 

Various. 

Total. 

Milk. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1912. 

1013. 

1914. 

1912.  1913. 

1914. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Urban  . 

2526  (1-8) 

2841  (2T1) 

5312  (2-8) 

220  (1'06) 

120  (l’O) 

205  (1-0) 

295  (0T8) 

690  (0-5) 

1141  (09) 

517 

799 

745 

41 

48 

67 

59 

119 

153 

3858 

4620 

7623 

a 

-p 

-t— ■ 

O 

fc 

[  77 

j 

44 

Rural . 

785  (1-53) 

1157  (2'7) 

2822  (3'7) 

44  (0-6) 

62  (0'85) 

71  (1-0) 

70  (0-1) 

186  (0-34) 

368  (0-8) 

168 

290 

341 

13 

11 

8 

7 

21 

35 

1087 

1727 

3645 

Total . 

(including 
Combined 
Hospitals. ) 

3487  (175) 

4125  (2-34) 

8405  (3-2) 

335  (0-96) 

194  (0-94) 

289  (1-0) 

365  (0T5) 

876  (0-45) 

1511  (0  85) 

685 

1089 

1086 

54 

56 

75 

66 

141 

190 

4992 

6476 

11556 

Note. — The  figures  in  brackets  show  the  number  of  specimens  examined  per  case  notified. 
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Diphtheria. — The  tables  on  pages  62  to  65,  show  the  numbers  of 
diphtheria  examinations  carried  out  for  each  district,  and  its  hospital,  and 
also  the  number  of  throat  swabs  collected  from  patients  in  the  acute  stage, 
and  the  convalescent  stage  respectively,  and  also  from  persons  who  had  been 
in  contact  with  cases  of  diphtheria. 

In  certain  districts,  these  figures  are  satisfactory,  notably  in  the  Ashford, 
Folkestone,  Maidstone,  Penge,  Sevenoaks,  Sittingbourne,  Southborough  and 
Whitstable  Urban  districts,  and  in  the  Cranbrook,  Eastry,  and  Tonbridge  Rural 
districts.  In  some  districts  the  ratio  between  the  examinations  and  the  cases 
notified  is  less  satisfactory.  As  stated  previously,  a  higher  figure  would 
indicate  greater  keenness  amongst  the  medical  practitioners  to  discover  the 
cause  of  outbreaks,  and  so  to  assist  in  limiting  the  extension  of  such  outbreaks. 
Although  there  has  been  a  greater  improvement  during  1914,  as  compared 
with  any  previous  year,  the  figures  which  show  the  numbers  of  “contact” 
throat  swabs  examined,  are  still  too  low.  This  figure  should  be  at  least  three 
times  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  notified.  Thus  the  number  of 
“contact  ”  throat  swabs,  instead  of  being  1648,  should  have  been  about  8000, 
since  there  were  2632  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  in  the  county  during  the 
year.  As  mentioned  before,  the  adoption  of  such  precautionary  measures  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  directions  in  which  the  laboratory  can  be  utilized. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  more  advantage  will  be  taken  in  the  future  of  the 
excellent  opportunities  which  are  here  provided. 

With  respect  to  the  number  of  examinations  per  notification  of  diphtheria 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  1914,  the  improvement  was  more  marked 
in  the  rural  than  in  the  urban  districts  of  the  county. 


Table  14. — Analysis  of  Work  carried  out  in  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 
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Table  15. — Analysis  of  Work  carried  out  in  the  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory. 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 
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Bacteriological  Laboratory. 


Typhoid  Fever. — There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  notified  during  1914,  as  compared  with  1913.  No  important 
outbreaks  have  occurred.  The  ratio  of  examinations  to  cases  notified  was  one, 
both  in  the  urban  and  the  rural  districts  of  the  county. 

Phthisis. — The  total  number  of  specimens  of  sputum  sent  for  examination 
for  the  presence  of  bacillus  of  tuberculosis  has  almost  doubled  during  1914, 
as  compared  with  the  total  number  sent  during  1913.  In  great  measure,  this 
increase  is  due  to  the  rigorous  continuance  of  the  administration  of  sanatorium 
benefit  in  connection  with  the  National  Insurance  Act.  The  numbers  of 
examinations  required,  per  case  notified,  were  0*9  and  0-8  in  the  urban  and 
rural  districts  respectively.  These  figures  show  an  improvement  as  compared 
with  the  year  1913,  but  there  is  a  great  need  for  still  further  improvement  in 
this  respect.  When  the  examination  of  a  specimen  of  sputum  produces  a 
a  negative  result,  such  a  specimen  should  be  examined  again  (perhaps  many 
times)  before  the  decision  is  given  by  the  medical  practitioner  that  tuberculosis 
is  not  present  in  the  lungs  of  that  patient. 

Ringworm. — The  number  of  examinations  of  specimens  of  hair  from 
children  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  ringworm,  was  1,086  during  1914, 
compared  with  1,087  in  1913. 

Water  Examinations. — The  number  of  samples  of  water  examined 
bacteriologically  during  1914  was  seventy-five,  compared  with  fifty-six  such 
examinations  during  1913. 

Various  Examinations. — In  table  No.  16,  details  have  been  given  as  to 
the  various  bacteriological  examinations  carried  out  during  1914.  These  have 
increased  to  204,  as  compared  with  168  such  examinations  during  1913,  and 
they  show  the  wide  scope  of  the  utility  of  this  laboratory. 

Included  in  the  previous  totals  are  the  following  specimens,  examined  in 
connection  with  troops  stationed  in  the  county  of  Kent  during  1914  : — 


Swabs  for  diphtheria  .  87 

Blood  for  typhoid  fever  .  20 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli  .  19 

Water  .  1 

Various  .  11 


Total .  138 


Also,  the  following  specimens  were  examined  for  the  County  Borough  of 


Canterbury. 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  .  27 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli . .  5 

Blood  for  typhoid  fever  .  1 


Total .  33 
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Table  16. — Details  of  various  specimens  examined  at  the  County 


Laboratory  during  1914 


Wassermann  reaction  for  syphilis  I  .  V"Vh"'-‘i .  \ 

J  1  (  Cerehro-spinal  fluid .  24  ) 

Confirmatory  examinations  of  diphtheria  cultures  . 

examinations  of  urine  for  tubercle  bacilli  . 

Examinations  of  feces  for  B.  Typhosus  . 

Testing  virulence  of  B.  Diphtheria e . 

Examinations  of  cerebro- spinal  fluid  . . 

Feeding  experiments  (various  animal  foods)  . . 

Examinations  of  serum  for  B.  Dysenteriae  (agglutination  test)  . 

Examinations  of  urine  for  B.  Typhosus . 

Examinations  of  feces  for  B.  Dysenteriae  . 

Examinations  of  urine  for  B.  Call  Communis . 

Examinations  of  pus  for  Gonococci  .  . 

Examinations  of  serum  for  B.  Para-typhosus  (agglutination  test)  . 

Examinations  of  pus  for  tubercle  bacilli  . . 

Examinations  of  blood — leucocyte  count  . 

Examinations  of  urine  (?)  organisms  . 

Examinations  of  sputum  (?)  organisms  . 

Examinations  of  cultures  from  water  .  . . 

Examinations  of  pus  for  organism  .  . 

Examinations  of  ice-cream .  .  . . . 

Examinations  of  milk  for  B.  Diphthemcie  . 

Examinations  of  sputum  for  pneumococci  . 

Examinations  of  pleuritic  fluid  for  tubercle  bacilli  . 

Examinations  of  blood  (?)  organisms  . 

Examinations  of  tissues  (?)  malignancy  . 

Examination  of  vaginal  swab  for  B .  Diphthcriae  . 

Examination  of  sample  of  ground  water  (?)  sewage  contamination . 

Examination  of  gland  for  tubercle  bacilli  . 

Examination  of  piece  of  peritoneum  for  tubercle  bacilli  . 

Examination  of  inguinal  glands  of  pig  for  tubercle  bacilli  . 

Examination  of  urine  for  blood . .  . 

Examination  of  ileum  of  organisms  . 

Examination  of  garments  in.  medico-legal  case  . 

Examination  of  serum  for  B.  Anthracis  . . 

Examination  of  vaginal  swab  for  organisms  . 

Examination  of  culture  from  teeth  . 

Examination  of  tissue  (?)  nature  . . . . 

Examination  of  swab  from  cat’s  throat  for  B.  Diphtheriae  . 

Examination  of  agar  culture  . 

Examination  of  pus  for  B.  Mallei  . 

Examination  of  oysters  for  B.  Typhosus . 

Total .  . 


31 

24 

20 

14 

9 

8 

8 

7 

6 

6 

6 

5 

5 

5 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


204 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902. 

This  Act  has  again  been  well  administered  during  the  year  under  review. 
The  two  whole-time  inspectors  of  midwives,  Miss  Harrison  and  Miss  Crownshaw, 
employed  by  the  County  Council,  have  continued  to  carry  out  their  duties  in 
a  praiseworthy  manner.  During  the  year  Miss  Crownshaw  resigned,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Miss  Berry  who  commenced  work  on  December  7th,  1914.  All 
midwives  are  visited  at  frequent  intervals,  and  special  visits  are  paid  to  those 
midwives  who  report  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  puerperal  fever,  or 
infectious  diseases,  which  have  occurred  in  their  practices.  Also  the  inspectors 
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Numbers  of  Midwives. 


have  continued  their  efforts  in  trying  to  improve  the  education  of  those 
women  who  are  certified,  but  who  have  not  been  trained.  In  my  last  annual 
Health  Report,  I  gave  a  full  account  of  this  branch  of  the  work.  Table  17 
shows  the  number  of  midwives  engaged  in  the  County  of  Kent  in  each  sanitary 
district,  together  with  certain  particulars  respecting  their  qualifications  : — 

Table  17. — Shewing  the  number  of  Midwives  in  the  County  of  Kent 


in  each  Sanitary  Area. 


District. 

Regis¬ 

tered. 

Non-registered 
Maternity  Nurses. 

Certified  Midwives 
on  the  register  but 
not  practising. 

District. 

Regis¬ 

tered. 

Non-registered 

Maternity  Nurses. 

Certified  Midwives 

on  the  register  but 

not  practising. 

Trained. 

Bona-fide. 

Trained. 

<D 

'Zj 

i 

<o3 

d 

o 

PQ 

Urban. 

Ashford 

3 

2 

1 

2 

Margate 

6 

— 

5 

3 

Beckenham  ... 

1 

2 

7 

— 

Milton  Regis 

— 

2 

3 

— 

Bexley 

4 

4 

3 

— 

Rew  Romney 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Broadstairs  and  St. 

Northfleet  ... 

— 

3 

11 

— 

Peter’s 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Penge 

2 

2 

11 

2 

Bromley 

3 

2 

10 

1 

Queenborough 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Chatham 

10 

7 

4 

1 

Ramsgate 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Cheriton 

3 

2 

1 

— 

Rochester 

11 

9 

1 

2 

Chislehurst  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sandgate 

2 

— 

- — 

1 

Dartford 

7 

1 

2 

1 

Sandwich 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Deal  ... 

1 

4 

5 

— 

Sevenoaks 

2 

8 

— 

3 

Dover 

12 

1 

7 

3 

Sheerness 

7 

2 

5 

1 

Erith ... 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Sittingbourne 

2 

1 

— 

— 

F aversliam  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Southborough 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Folkestone  ... 

4 

3 

11 

1 

Tenterden 

— 

— 

1 

— 

F  ootscray 

1 

3 

5 

— 

Tonbridge  ... 

2 

14 

2 

4 

Gillingham  ... 

13 

5 

3 

2 

Tunbridge  Wells 

6 

8 

2 

3 

Gravesend  ... 

2 

2 

8 

2 

W  aimer 

— 

1 

3 

— 

Herne  Bay  ... 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Whitstable  ... 

1 

0 

7 

1 

Hythe 

3 

— 

4 

1 

Wrothanr 

3 

4 

2 

1 

T  <vH  cl 

i 

Q 

i 

-i  -J  y  A/t-vA  •••  ••• 

Maidstone 

10 

9 

5 

3 

142 

112 

138 

43 

Rural. 

Ashford,  East 

6 

5 

3 

1 

Milton 

0 

1 

7 

— 

Ashford,  West 

2 

— 

6 

1 

Romney  Marsh 

— 

— 

7 

— 

Blean... 

1 

3 

5 

— 

Sevenoaks 

10 

8 

19 

2 

Bridge 

6 

5 

9 

2 

Sheppey 

2 

1 

6 

— 

Bromley 

9 

4 

13 

— 

Strood 

3 

2 

6 

— 

Cranbrook  ... 

2 

0 

5 

1 

Tenterden 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Dartford 

9 

7 

25 

2 

Thanet 

3 

— 

6 

— 

Dover 

1 

6 

6 

— 

Tonbridge 

19 

4 

7 

1 

Eastry 

2 

1 

18 

— 

Elham 

7 

— 

2 

— 

Rural 

101 

91 

183 

17 

Faversliam  ... 

5 

5 

2 

— 

Urban 

142 

112 

138 

43 

Hollingbourn 

4 

3 

11 

o 

Hoo  ... 

— 

6 

3 

1 

Total 

243 

203 

321 

60 

Maidstone 

4 

10 

10 

1 

Mailing 

6 

19 

6 

3 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  altogether  446  certified  midwives  on  the 
register,  and  of  this  number,  sixty  are  certified  women  who  do  not 
act  as  midwives.  The  unregistered  maternity  nurses  number  321. 


Midwifery  Notifications. 
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Notifications  Received  from  Midwives. — The  requirements  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  in  regard  to  the  various  notifications  which  midwives 
are  required  to  forward  to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority,  are  being  much 
better  observed  than  formerly.  To  some  extent  this  may  be  accepted  as  an 
indication  of  improvement  in  methods  of  practice.  The  notifications  for  the 
years  1913  and  1914  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


mother 
child  .. 


out  a  dead 


Still-births  . 

Deaths  before  arrival  f 

of  doctor  .  \ 

Medical  help  for  mother 
,,  ,,  child  ... 

Notice  of  having  laid 

body . 

Letters  forwarded  by  County  Medical 
Officer  drawing  attention  to  breaches 

of  rules  . 

Letters  received  explaining  failure  to 

comply  with  the  rules  . 

Letters  of  enquiry  received . 


1913. 

1914. 

District. 

District. 

North¬ 

South¬ 

North¬ 

South 

- 

west. 

east. 

Total. 

west. 

east. 

Total. 

149 

75 

224 

165 

86 

251 

3 

2 

5 

,  .  .  - 

— 

— 

20 

11 

31 

13 

11 

24 

354 

325 

679 

382 

333 

715 

196 

155 

351 

267 

172 

439 

52 

31 

83 

60 

26 

86 

14 

13 

27 

16 

6 

22 

17 

26 

43 

15 

4 

19 

14 

25 

39 

14 

hr 

l 

21 

Details  Respecting  the  Number  of  Mid  wives 


Number  of  midwives  on  the  register  on  January  1st,  1914 . 

Deaths  during  the  year . 

Midwives  who  were  not  practising,  or  who  were  working  in 

Institutions  and  not  subject  to  supervision  . 

Resigned  during  the  year . 

Removed  out  of  county .  . 

Certificates  cancelled . 

Additional  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practise 

during  the  year  . . 

Number  of  midwives  practising  at  end  of  year...  . 

Total  number  of  certified  midwives  on  the  Register  in  the 
County  of  Kent  during  the  year  1914 . 


North-west 

South-east 

District. 

District. 

222 

165 

3 

1 

29 

34 

4 

9 

17 

10 

5 

3 

58 

47 

222 

161 

251 

195 

Puerperal  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever  notified  has 
increased  by  seven,  compared  with  the  previous  year.  In  1913  the  total  was 
thirty-six,  whilst  in'  the  year  under  review  it  was  forty-three  As  regards  cases 
attended  by  midwives  alone,  the  numbers  have  increased  from  fifteen  to 
nineteen. 


North-West. 

South-East. 

Total. 

Cases  notified  .  . 

22 

21 

43 

Attended  by  Mid  wives  alone . 

6 

13 

19 

,,  Doctors .  . 

13 

7 

20 

Attended  by  Midwives  as  Nurses  . 

3 

1 

4 
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Work  by  and  Visit*  to  Midwives. 


Amount  of  Work  Carried  out  by  Midwives. — From  enquiries  made 
from  each  registered  midwife,  it  lias  been  ascertained  that  9,102  births  were 
attended  by  mid  wives  alone.  The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the 
administrative  county  of  Kent  during  the  year  1914  was  21,415. 

The  following  particulars  are  important  as  affecting  the  supply  of  mid  wives 
in  the  county  : — 


176 

midwives 

attended 

.  25 

cases  or 

less. 

62 

>  > 

y  y 

26 

to 

50 

cases. 

28 

>  5 

j  y 

51 

to 

75 

y  y 

13 

>  > 

y  y 
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cases  upwards. 

The  number  of  midwives  who  attended  twenty-five  cases  or  less  is  very 
striking,  as  also  is  the  approximation  of  the  total  figures  to  those  of  the 
previous  year,  the  numbers  showing  only  slight  variations. 

Visits  Paid  by  Inspectors. — The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits 
made  by  the  inspectors  in  each  district : — 


Districts. 

North -West. 

South-East. 

Total  visits  paid  by  inspectors 

965 

780 

Inspections  of  midwuves  and  unregistered 
women — 

Bona-fide  women  ... 

272 

161 

Trained  women 

259 

244 

Unregistered  women 

3 

8 

The  difference  between  the  number  of  visits  and  the  number  of  inspec¬ 
tions,  is  accounted  for  by  special  visits,  e.g.,  to  patients  who  have  been 
attended  by  unsatisfactory  mid  wives;  to  ascertain  whether  satisfactory  dis¬ 
infection  had  been  carried  out  by  mid  wives  who  had  attended  cases  of  puerperal 
fever,  etc.  ;  to  midwives  when  associated  with  a  patient  suffering  from  a  high 
temperature  or  where  the  baby  has  suffered  from  inflammation  of  the  eyes ; 
inquiries  into  the  practice  of  uncertified  women ;  attendance  at  Court  and  at 
the  Penal  Committee  meetings  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board;  and  interviews 
with  persons  interested,  in  various  ways,  in  the  administration  of  the  Midwives 
Act. 
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The  following  tabulations  shew  the  notifications  received  from  midwives 
during  each  of  the  years  1909  to  1914,  inclusive,  together  with  various  other 
details  for  the  six  years.  Appended  also  are  particulars  of  the  penal  cases 
(reported  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board)  in  each  inspector’s  area,  and  detailed 
lists  of  the  complications  which  necessitated  mid  wives  sending  for  medical 
help,  during  the  year  1914. 


North  and  West  Kent  (Miss  Harrison). 


Notifications  received. 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Medical  help  for  mother . 

..  143 

306 

290 

372 

354 

282 

>,  ,,  child  . 

..  37 

74 

127 

163 

196 

267 

Still-births  . 

..  100 

150 

149 

162 

149 

165 

Death  of  mother  . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

. ,  child  . 

..  15 

16 

30 

21 

20 

13 

Total  No.  of  midwives  in  area  .. 

225 

248 

218 

217 

222 

251 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Central  Midwives  Board  (1909-1914)  .  20 

Mid  wives  censured  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  .  4 


Total  penal  cases  .  24 

No.  of  women  prosecuted  for  practising  as  midwives  (1909  -1914)...  21 

„  midwives  , ,  not  notifying  intention  to  practise  , ,  . .  1 

Of  the  225  midwives  practising  in  1909,  75  were  trained  and  150  were  “  bona  fide.” 

»  251  „  „  1914,  120  „  131 

Penal  Cases  (1914). — 1.  Failing  to  advise  medical  help  sufficiently  early 
when  there  was  inflammation  of,  and  discharge  from,  the  child’s  eyes. — 
Result,  case  not  proved. 

2.  Failing  to  notify  having  sent  for  medical  help,  within  twenty-four 
hours  ;  failing  to  notify  contact  with  a  case  of  puerperal  fever,  and  attending 
a  patient  previous  to  carrying  out  disinfection,  after  having  been  suspended.— 
Result,  certificate  cancelled. 

3.  Failing  to  advise  medical  help  in  a  case  of  abortion;  failing  to  advise 
medical  help  where,  two  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  the  placenta  had 
not  been  completely  expelled  ;  failing  to  notify  the  Local  Supervising  Authority 
of  having  sent  for  medical  help ;  and  failing  to  notify  and  disinfect,  after 
having  been  in  contact  with  an  infectious  case,  before  attending  to  other 
patients. — Result,  certificate  cancelled. 

4.  Failing  to  use  the  prescribed  form  when  advising  medical  help;  failing 
to  notify  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  that  she  had  advised  medical 
help. — Result,  certificate  cancelled. 

5.  Persistent  neglect  to  comply  with  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board ;  and  failing  to  advise  medical  help  when  there  was  inflammation  of 
and  discharge  from  the  baby’s  eyes,  etc. — Result,  certificate  cancelled. 
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M idw ives  A dmii li stratum. 


6.  Failing  to  use  the  prescribed  form  when  advising  medical  help; 
failing  to  notify  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  that  she  had  advised  medical 
help  ;  failing  to  take  and  keep  a  record  of  the  patient’s  temperature  and 
pulse. — Result,  certificate  cancelled. 

Summary  of  Reasons  of  sending  for  Medical  Help  (1914) : — 

For  the  mother  : — 


Eclampsia  . 10 

Abortions  .  27 

Inertia  .  17 

Abnormal  labours  (?  obstructed) .  61 

Anti-partum  lisemorrhage  . 29 

Post-partum  lisemorrliage. .  13 

Torn  perineum  .  59 

Rises  of  temperature .  33 

Retained  placenta  .  .  38 

Abormal  presentations  . 46 

Breast  trouble  .  3 

Illness  of  patient  .  21 

Miscellaneous .  25 


Total .  382 


For  the  child  : — 

Spina  bifida .  5 

Inflammation  of  the  eyes  .  113 

Asphyxia .  6 

Convulsions  .  5 

Circumcision  .  2 

Deformities.... .  16 

Dangerous  feebleness .  93 

To  see  still-birth  (re  burial) .  7 

Miscellaneous  .  20 


Total .  267 


South  and  East  Kent  (Miss  Crownshaw,  succeeded  by  Miss  Berry.) 


Notifications  received 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

Medical  help  for  mother . 

121 

227 

226 

287 

325 

333 

,,  „  child . 

41 

88 

126 

141 

155 

172 

Still-births  . 

38 

74 

85 

87 

75 

86 

Death  of  mother  .  . 

1 

— 

4 

1 

2 

— 

, ,  child  . . 

7 

10 

17 

16 

11 

11 

Total  No.  of  midwives  in  area 

115 

113 

166 

176 

166 

195 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Central  Midwives  Board  (1909-1914)  .  14 

Midwives  censured  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  .  2 

Total  penal  cases .  16 

No.  of  unregistered  women  prosecuted  for  practising  as  midwives  (1909-1914)  .  10 

,,  midwives  prosecuted  for  not  notifying  intention  to  practice  . .  1 

Of  the  115  midwives  practising  in  1909,  40  were  trained  and  75  were  bond  fide. 

,,  195  „  „  1914,  123  „  72  „ 
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Penal  Cases  (1914). — 1.  Failing  to  advise  medical  help  in  the  case  of 
the  mother,  when  there  was  excessive  bleeding,  and  where  two  hours  after  the 
birth  of  the  child,  the  placenta  and  membranes  had  not  been  completely 
expelled ;  and  failing  to  wear  a  washing  dress  at  the  confinement.  Result, 
certificate  cancelled. 

2.  Failing  to  advise  medical  help  sufficiently  early  when  there  was 
inflammation  of,  and  discharge  from,  the  child’s  eyes ;  failing  to  use  the 
prescribed  form  when  advising  medical  help.  Result,  Certificate  cancelled. 

3.  Failing  to  advise  medical  help  in  the  case  of  the  mother  when 
there  was  a  serious  rupture  of  the  perineum;  and  in  the  case  of  the 

child  when  there  was  inflammation  of,  and  discharge  from,  the  eyes.  Failing 
to  take  the  pulse  and  temperature  of  the  patient  at  each  visit.  Result, 
certificate  cancelled. 

Summary  of  Reasons  of  sending  for  Medical  Help  (1914) : — 

For  the  mother  : — 

Rise  of  temperature  . 

Retained  placenta  . 

Illness  of  patient  . 

Anti-partum  lioemorrliage 


Eclampsia  . .  . 

Ruptured  perineum 
Obstructed  labour  . 
Uterine  inertia  .... 

Abortions . 

Mal-presentation  . 
Miscellaneous . . 


Total .  303 


26 

31 

24 

22 

16 

2 

49 

68 

13 

20 

33 

29 


For  the  child  : — - 

Premature  and  feebleness .  46 

Miscellaneous . 54 

Abnormalities .  11 

Inflammation  of  eyes  .  61 


172 


Total 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  Regulations. 


In  order  to  prevent  confusion  on  the  part  of  midwives,  respecting  the 
Local  Government  Board  regulations  on  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  dated  April 
1st,  1914,  I  sent  a  letter  on  April  2nd,  1914,  to  every  practising  midwife  in 
the  county  of  Kent,  explaining  the  requirements  of  the  above  regulations,  and 
the  need  for  continued  observance  of  Rules  E  19,  20  (5),  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board. 

Out  of  nearly  four  hundred  mid  wives,  only  eight  failed  to  understand 
their  duty  in  this  respect:  Of  these,  five  had  notified  the  cases  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  to  the  district  medical  officer  of  health,  expecting  him  to  visit  and 
to  give  the  treatment  required.  Two  other  midwives  notified  the  cases  to 
myself  as  county  medical  officer  of  health,  instead  of  sending  the  prescribed 
form  which  notified  the  advice  of  medical  help,  and  one  midwife  notified 
medical  help  and  also  wrote  asking  for  advice  as  to  whom  she  should  notify 
the  case.  A  few  bona  fide  midwives  have  notified  slight  cases  of  inflammation 
of  the  eyes  as  ophthalmia,  but  are  now  learning  that  it  is  not  their  duty  to 
diagnose  the  case,  but  to  obtain  a  medical  opinion  thereon. 

The  above  figures  are  significant  proof  of  the  greater  familiarity  and 
clearer  understanding  of  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  by  the 
midwives  in  Kent. 

The  large  number  of  notifications  of  medical  help  for  children  is  also  due 
to  the  increased  knowledge  of  the  midwives,  who  now  recognise  more  readily 
the  necessity  of  advising  medical  help  for  feeble  and  premature  children, 
“  slight  inflammation  of  the  eyes,”  Ac.  One  midwife  who  had  not  notified 
any  medical  help  being  required  for  children  during  the  first  twelve 
months  of  inspection,  notified  eighteen  cases  during  the  year  1914.  Another 
gratifying  feature  is  the  increased  number  of  cases  where  medical  help  has  been 
advised  by  the  midwife  during  pregnancy,  more  especially  for  the  symptoms  of 
eclampsia  and  foul  discharge,  and  also  for  general  illness  of  the  patient  during 
the  lying-in  period.  Formerly  the  midwife  did  not  consider  it  to  be  her  duty 
to  advise  medical  help  in  cases  of  suspected  phthisis,  bronchitis,  varicose  veins, 
Ac.,  and  did  not  understand  the  conditions  during  pregnancy  which  were 
danger  signals  in  a  patient.  More  knowledge  of  the  signs  and  symptoms  of 
venereal  diseases,  would  be  useful  to  the  mid  wives,  who  would  thus  be  in  a 
better  position  to  advise  their  patients  to  obtain  medical  help  in  time  to  avoid 
possible  danger  of  septic  absorption  during  labour  and  the  lying-in  period,  and 
also  the  consequent  danger  to  the  child  before  and  after  birth. 

Many  trained  midwives  have  taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  circular 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  on  Maternity  and  Child  Warfare,  and  have 
repeatedly  asked  questions  on  the  subject  and  expressed  their  willingness  to 
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co-operate  with  any  scheme  for  promoting  the  health  of  mothers  and  children, 
more  especially  with  the  medical  treatment  of  mothers  and  children  and  the 
after-care  of  the  infants.  Many  midwives  now  pay  visits  at  intervals  to  give 
friendly  advice  to  the  mother  on  the  care  and  of  feeding  infants. 

Altogether,  it  may  therefore  be  said  that  good  results,  from  the  patient 
and  helpful  inspection  of  the  midwives  in  Kent,  are  now  being  seen. 

The  following  notes  are  interesting  as  bearing  upon  the  question  of  the 
future  supply  of  midwives  in  this  county. 

The  Higher  Education  Sub-Committee  of  the  Kent  Education  Committee 
have  arranged  with  the  Kent  County  Nursing  Association  for  the  training  of 
sixteen  midwives  annually  for  service  in  the  county  of  Kent. 

Of  these,  about  eight  are  trained  for  work  in  the  urban  districts 
and  about  eight  for  work  in  the  rural  districts.  Those  trained  for  work  in 
the  urban  districts  are  trained  in  midwifery  only.  Those  trained  for  work 
in  the  rural  districts  are  trained  in  general  nursing  as  well  as  in  midwifery, 
as  recommended  by  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses.  In 
these  cases  the  additional  expenses  over  and  above  the  cost  of  midwifery 
training,  are  met  by  the  Kent  County  Nursing  Association,  who  undertake 
to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  secure  appointments  as  village  nurses  for 
all  persons  so  trained. 

Students  intended  for  work  in  the  rural  districts  receive  seven  months’ 
training  in  general  nursing  and  one  (the  final  month)  in  midwifery  again. 

One  of  the  scholarships  is  allocated  to  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee 
Institute.  Candidates  are  selected  by  the  County  Nursing  Association, 
and  recommended  to  the  county  committee  for  election  as  students  for  four 
months’  training  at  some  institution  approved  by  the  county  committee  for  the 
training  of  midwives.  Students  are  elected  as  vacancies  occur  at  the 
training  institutions  recognised  by  the  committee.  Students  elected  under 
this  scheme  are  required  to  enter  into  an  undertaking  to  serve  as  midwives 
in  the  county  of  Kent  for  at  least  three  years.  No  candidate  is  elected 
for  training  who  is  under  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  and  preference  is 
given  to  candidates  resident  in  the  administrative  county  of  Kent.  During 
the  above-mentioned  three  years,  the  midwives  are  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Kent  County  Nursing  Association. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  AND  CREAM)  REGULATIONS,  1912. 

In  accordance  with  the  circular  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated 
October  27th,  1913,  I  beg  to  report  as  follows  on  the  administration  of  the 
above  regulations  in  the  area  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  County  Council 


76  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations. 

during  the  year  1914.  I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  here  contained  : — 

1. — Milk  and  Cream  (not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream). 

(&) 

(a)  Number  in  which  a 

Number  of  samples  preservative  was  reported 
examined  for  a  preservative.  to  be  present. 


Milk  .  1067  0 

Skimmed  Milk .  24  0 

Cream  .  14  0 


2. — Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis 
to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  labels  as  to  preservatives 


were  correct. 

(i.)  Correct  statements  made .  14 

(ii.)  Statements  incorrect  .  0 

Total .  14 


(6)  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as  preserved  cream. 


(i.)  Above  35  %  .  14 

(ii.)  Below  35  %  .  0 


14 


(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements  as  to 

labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in  Article  V.  (1)  and 
the  proviso  in  Article  Y.  (2)  of  the  regulations  have  not  been 
observed. 

No  such  instances. 

(d)  Cases  in  which  the  regulations  have  not  been  complied  with. 

None. 

3. — Thickening  Substances. — No  evidence  of  their  addition  to  any  sample 
of  cream  or  preserved  cream. 
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4. — Analyst's 

Observations ,  if  any. —  Six  samples 

of  condensed  milk 

examined  contained  no  preservative, 
and  fat  found  in  the  preserved  creams 

The  respective  quantities  of  boric  acid 
are  here  given. 

Fat. 

Boric  Acid. 

Fat. 

Boric  Acid. 

42*3 

0-45 

44-0 

0-50 

53-5 

0-35 

44-9 

0-21 

66-6 

0-18 

5V4 

0-32 

51-9 

0-25 

45*7 

0-29 

47-5 

0-28 

52-6 

0-31 

55-5 

0-26 

527 

0-48 

43-1 

0-27 

50*2 

0-27 

The  average  percentage  of  boric  acid  in  the  preserved 

cream  samples  was 

therefore  0‘31.  Before  these  regulations  came  into  force,  it  was  of  uncommon 
occurrence  to  find  a  cream  which  contained  even  025  %  of  boric  acid,  whereas 
from  the  above  results  it  may  be  seen  that  this  figure  is  now  usually  a 
minimum  and  in  almost  every  instance  exceeded. 

HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  Ac.  ACT,  1909. 

The  value  of  this  Act,  particularly  that  portion  which  deals  with  the 
inspection  of  houses,  is  more  evident  as  systematic  work  of  the  nature  set  out  in 
the  regulations  framed  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  proceeds,  and  housing 
accommodation  is  steadily  improving. 

The  County  Council  appointed  a  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  last 
quarter  of  1914,  to  assist  in  the  supervision  of  housing  conditions  of  the  rural 
districts.  An  account  of  his  work  will  appear  in  my  next  annual  health  report. 

The  reports  which  have  been  received  are,  in  several  instances,  not  framed 
in  accordance  with  paragraph  5  of  the  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  in  these  cases  the  desired  information  has  been  obtained  by  direct 
enquiry. 

It  would  appear  that  no  fewer  than  7,927  houses  have  been  inspected 
under  the  Act  in  urban  districts,  and  6,166  in  rural,  both  being  considerable 
decreases  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  317  houses  (230  urban  and  87 
rural)  were  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  194  closing 
orders  (147  urban  and  47  rural)  were  made.  In  the  latter  cases,  51 
premises  (44  urban  and  7  rural)  were  afterwards  made  habitable.  In  5,864 
premises  (3,945  urban  and  1,919  rural)  the  defects  were  remedied  without  the 
making  of  closing  orders.  It  will  be  seen  that  houses  which  presented  defects 
constituted  a  large  proportion  of  those  inspected.  There  is  considerable 
variation  in  the  amount  of  work  done  in  the  different  districts. 

The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  were  principally  as 
follows : — Dirty  walls  and  ceilings  ;  dampness  of  houses  due  to  defective 
roofs,  guttering,  raimvater-pipes,  wall-footings,  chimneys,  etc.  ;  defective  floors; 
closets  defective  in  structure,  or  insufficient  in  the  number  provided ;  defective 
soil  pipes  and  drain  ventilators;  defective  drains  ;  absence  of  sinks ;  absence 
of  sanitary  dustbins  ;  defective  or  insufficient  yard  paving  ;  ventilation  in¬ 
sufficient  or  absent  (houses  back-to-back  or  back-to-back  in  principle,  etc.)  ;  in¬ 
sufficient  water  supply ;  and  general  dilapidation  of  premises. 
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Table  18. — Showing  the  number  of  houses  inspected  under,  and  for  the 
purposes  of,  Section  17  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac.  Act,  1909,  in  the 


Urban  Districts  of  the' County  of  Kent. 


DISTRICT. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses 
which  were  considered  to  be 
in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Number  of  representations 

made  to  the  local  authority 

with  a  view  to  the  making 

of  closing  orders. 

Number  of  closing  orders 

made. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses, 

the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  without  the  mak¬ 

ing  of  closing  orders. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses 

which,  after  the  making  of 

closing  orders,  were  put  into 

a  fit  state  for  human  habi¬ 

tation. 

Ashford 

160 

0 

0 

0 

113 

0 

Beckenham  ... 

157 

0 

0 

0 

95 

0 

Bexley 

225 

1 

1 

1 

94 

0 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s 

51 

5 

2 

2 

3 

0 

Bromley  (Borough).., 

712 

12 

12 

12 

307 

6 

Chatham  (Borough) 

22 

22 

22 

22 

0 

14 

Cheriton 

137 

0 

0 

0 

33 

0 

Chislehurst  ... 

52 

0 

0 

0 

24 

0 

Dartford 

409 

10 

10 

6 

204 

0 

Deal  (Borough) 

280 

0 

0 

0 

168 

0 

Dover  (Borough) 

208 

20 

20 

19 

152 

7 

Erith . 

1028 

5 

5 

0 

242 

0 

Faversliam  (Borough) 

246 

0 

0 

0 

165 

0 

Folkestone  (Borough) 

33 

23 

23 

9 

10 

3 

Footscray 

24 

0 

0 

0 

23 

0 

Gillingham  (Borough) 

431 

35 

35 

28 

376 

3 

Gravesend  (Borough) 

28 

2 

2 

2 

24 

2 

Herne  Bay  ... 

65 

0 

0 

0 

27 

0 

Hythe  (Borough)  ... 

75 

1 

1 

1 

58 

1 

Lydd  (Borough) 

16 

2 

0 

0 

11 

0 

Maidstone  (Borough) 

302 

1 

1 

1 

255 

0 

Margate  (Borough) . 

109 

19 

9 

9 

10 

0 

Milton  Regis 

373 

4 

4 

3 

*185 

1 

New  Romney  (Borough)  .. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Northfleet  ... 

325 

7 

7 

0 

222 

0 

Penge 

132 

1 

1 

1 

73 

0 

Queenborough  (Borough)  .. 

80 

0 

0 

0 

49 

0 

Ramsgate  (Borough) 

70 

13 

13 

13 

11 

0 

Rochester  (City)  . 

192 

2 

1 

1 

96 

0 

Sandgate 

78 

0 

0 

0 

11 

0 

Sandwich  (Borough) 

13 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

Sevenoaks  ... 

52 

0 

0 

0 

27 

0 

Sheerness 

452 

1 

1 

1 

59 

2 

Sittingbourne  . 

222 

24 

14 

14 

*110 

4 

Southborough 

32 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tenterden  (Borough) 

39 

0 

0 

0 

24 

0 

Tonbridge  ... 

123 

0 

0 

0 

80 

0 

Tunbridge  Wells  (Borough) 

236 

16 

16 

0 

191 

0 

Walmer 

306 

0 

0 

0 

57 

0 

Whitstable  ... 

320 

3 

2 

1 

284 

1 

Wrotham 

111 

0 

0 

0 

68 

0 

Total  Urban 

7927 

230 

203 

147 

3945 

44 

*  Approximate  figures  only. 
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Table  19. — Showing  the  number  of  houses  inspected  under,  and  for  the 
purposes  of,  Section  17  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  (fee.  Act,  1909,  in  the 
Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of  Kent. 
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Ashford,  East 

.  .  •  . 

153 

11 

11 

1 

66 

0 

Ashford,  West 

. 

185 

0 

0 

0 

67 

0 

Blean.. 

105 

2 

2 

1 

53 

0 

Bridge 

oo 

1 

1 

1 

57 

1 

Bromley 

194 

0 

0 

0 

93 

0 

Cranbrook  ... 

125 

0 

0 

0 

69 

0 

Dartford 

737 

30 

30 

30 

243 

2 

Dover 

105 

1 

1 

1 

11 

2 

Eastry 

56 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

Elliam 

528 

0 

0 

0 

96 

0 

Faversham  ... 

1223 

1 

1 

0 

115 

0 

Hollingbourn 

632 

0 

0 

0 

154 

0 

Hoo . 

7 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

Maidstone  ... 

75 

0 

0 

0 

29 

0 

Mailing 

335 

5 

0 

0 

39 

0 

Milton 

.. 

224 

0 

0 

0 

*70 

0 

Romney  Marsh 

.. 

104 

1 

1 

1 

21 

0 

Bevenoaks 

.. 

43 

20 

9 

6 

11 

0 

Sheppey 

.. 

226 

0 

0 

0 

71 

0 

Strood 

.. 

87 

6 

0 

0 

60 

0 

Tenterden 

190 

0 

0 

0 

117 

0 

Thanet 

.. 

85 

6 

6 

3 

29 

0 

Tonbridge  ... 

.. 

760 

1 

3 

2 

439 

1 

Total  in  Rural  Di 

stricts... 

6166 

87 

67 

47 

1919 

7 

. ,  Urban 

5  5  *  *  * 

7927 

230 

203 

147 

3945 

44 

Total  for  County 

14093 

317 

270 

194 

1 

5864 

1 

51 

*  Approximate  figure. 
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Housing. 


The  following  are  extracts  from  certain  reports  of  the  district  medical 
officers  of  health,  which  refer  to  housing  conditions  generally. 

Ashford  Urban. — The  following  points  in  connection  with  the  housing 
question  may  he  considered 

(1) .  Land  must  be  acquired  by  local  authorities  in  outlying  districts  in 
sufficient  quantities,  and  while  it  is  cheap. 

(2) .  Loans  for  long  periods  at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  2J  to  2|  per  cent., 
must  be  granted  by  the  Government. 

(3) .  The  dispossessed  inhabitants  must  occupy  the  new  buildings. 

(4) .  It  is  useless  and  a  waste  of  money  to  educate  children  under  proper 
conditions  and  teach  them  the  virtue  of  cleanliness,  and  yet  compel  them,  for 
economic  reasons,  to  live  amidst  insanitary  and  often  disgraceful  surroundings. 

On  the  other  hand  it  may  be  asked  whether — 

(1) .  It  is  sound  policy  for  the  community  to  assume  the  responsibility 
of  providing  cheap  and  wholesome  housing  accommodation  for  a  class  of  people 
who  are  employed  for  the  employers’  particular  benefit. 

(2) .  It  is  not  a  fact  that  dirty  and  insanitary  houses  do  not  result  largely 
from  the  bad  habits  of  the  tenants. 

(3) .  Building  houses  with  Government  money  and  letting  them  rent  free 
to  poorly  paid  labourers,  would  not  tend  to  increase  competition,  reduce  wages 
and  give  subsidy  to  those  who  employed  sweated  labour. 

In  connection  with  the  re-housing  of  the  submerged  masses  it  is 
estimated  that  seventy-five  per  cent,  could  be  uplifted  ;  the  remainder,  whatever 
dwellings  they  were  placed  in,  would  soon  turn  them  into  pig-styes. 

Chatham. — A  matter  for  surprise  is  that  whilst  in  many  cases  one  finds 
owners  only  too  willing  to  do  what  is  required  when  the  defects  are  pointed 
out  to  them  by  the  sanitary  authority,  yet  they  rarely  act  on  their  own 
initiative.  In  this,  as  in  many  other  matters,  a  little  personal  supervision 
would  save  much  subsequent  expenditure.  When  a  visit  is  paid  by  owner  or 
collector,  it  seldom  gets  beyond  a  conversation  at  the  door,  and  is  mainly 
devoted  to  the  question  of  rent. 

Generally  speaking,  the  owner  is  or  can  be  made  amenable  to  the  law, 
and  the  greatest  difficulty  occurs  with  a  certain  type  of  tenant,  who  makes 
no  attempt  to  observe  the  decencies  and  obligations  of  occupation.  I  see  no 
reason  to  modify  opinions  which  I  have  previously  expressed  with  regard  to 
the  “dirty  tenant,”  and  only  wish  it  was  as  easy  to  deal  with  him  as  it  is  with 
the  neglectful  owner. 
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In  asking  who  is  to  blame  for  the  conditions  under  which  many  people 
live,  1  fear  a  satisfactory  answer  will  be  difficult.  It  is  often  due  to  economic 
reasons.  Old  houses  fall  out  of  repair,  and  the  owner  does  not  possess  the 
necessary  capital  to  renovate  or  rebuild.  No  doubt  there  are  faults  both  on 
the  part  of  landlords  and  of  tenants,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  bad  landlord 
creates  a  bad  tenant,  and  vice  versa.  Each  ought  to  realise  and  carry  out 
their  responsibilities  in  this  important  matter.  A  distressing  feature  is  that 
many  people  neither  care  where  or  how  they  live  if  the  rent  is  low,  and  this 
does  not  apply  solely  to  those  who  can  only  afford  a  very  little,  but  many  who 
could  afford  more,  will  not,  preferring  rather  to  apply  their  money  to  more 
selfish  purposes  than  to  the  improvement  and  comfort  of  their  homes  and 
the  welfare  of  their  children.  This  is  the  salient  outstanding  fact,  the  apathy 
and  indifference  to  a  better  and  cleaner  mode  of  life,  which  has  beset  a  large 
section  of  the  population.  They  are  ready  enough  to  grumble,  but  will  not 
move  to  help  themselves,  and  will  misuse  a  drain  or  foul  a  privy,  and  then 
loudly  protest  that  the  condition  is  unhealthy. 

In  connection  with  the  question  of  housing,  and  having  a  very  important 
bearing  on  its  standard  and  sufficiency,  is  the  subject  of  casual  labour.  Of 
this  there  is  obviously  a  large  quantity  in  Chatham.  The  census  returns 
of  1911  showed  that  under  the  head  of  “General  and  Undefined  Labourers,” 
the  number  was  1,370  for  Chatham,  827  for  Gillingham  and  604  for  Rochester. 
Calculated  on  the  census  populations,  the  following  significant  percentages 
are  obtained  : — 

Chatham .  3’2  per  cent. 

Gillingham..  U5  ,, 

Rochester  ...  1*9  ,, 


or  about  one  hundred  per  cent,  more  in  Chatham  than  in  adjoining  boroughs. 
The  large  proportion  of  casual  labour  found  during  an  inquiry  made  in  1913 
respecting  an  insanitary  area  on  the  Brook,  bears  this  out,  and  tends  to  show 
very  clearly  that  there  is  a  relationship  between  casual  labour  and  defective 
housing.  In  the  course  of  this  inquiry  I  discovered  that,  excluding  publicans, 
proprietors  of  lodging-houses  and  shopkeepers,  there  were,  out  of  120  people 
in  regular  and  casual  occupation,  only  six  earning  more  than  30s.  a  week. 
The  exact  percentages  were  as  under  : — 


Earning  over  25s.  weekly 
,,  under  25s.  ,, 

,,  ,,  20s.  ,, 

,,  ,,  15s.  ,, 


10  per  cent. 


90 

55 

37 


j) 

>> 


The  latter  group  might  be  further  subdivided  into  one  where  the  average 
earnings  are  under  10s.  a  week. 
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Casual  labour  has  always,  in  association,  uncertainty  of  work  and  of 
wages,  together  with  careless  and  improvident  habits. 

Its  prevalence  may  not  be  the  whole  and  sole  cause  of  the  “  housing 
problem,”  which  is  the  result  of  various  complex  conditions,  but  it  is  a  very 
prominent  factor  in  the  matter. 

Given  the  existence  of  a  large  class  of  people  whose  employment  is 
casual  and  irregular,  whose  wages  are  low,  many  unemployed  and  incapable, 
and  who  for  these  reasons  cannot  afford  to  pay  more  than  a  very  small  rent, 
still  they  must  be  housed,  and  in  some  cases  they  solve  the  question  for 
themselves  by  the  method  of  house  sharing  or  renting  so-called  furnished 
rooms,  both  undesirable. 

The  question  arises,  can  or  will  private  owners  erect  houses  to  let  at 
rents  within  the  means  of  this  class  of  people  1  If  this  question  cannot  be 
answered  in  the  affirmative  then  one  of  three  things  must  occur  : — 

The  first  is  they  must  go  on  living  as  they  are  doing. 

The  second,  their  present  dwellings  must  be  altered. 

The  third,  more  suitable  dwellings  must  be  built. 

The  first  alternative  cannot  be  entertained,  the  second  only  partly  meets 
the  evil,  the  third,  although  it  brings  about  a  radical  alteration  for  the  better, 
carries  with  it  certain  complications,  not  the  least  being  an  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  Local  Government  to  provide  dwellings  of  a  better  character,  after 
or  during  the  clearing  away  of  unhealthy  ones. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  bad  housing  is  an  extravagance.  It  tends  to 
increase  both  the  sickness  and  death  rates  ;  it  impairs  the  working  capacity, 
and  in  the  long  run  increases  the  expenditure  on  institutions  which  deal  with 
the  ultimate  results  of  these  conditions.  There  can  be  no  greater  stimulus  to 
the  prosperity  of  a  district  than  the  provision  of  suitable  and  sanitary 
dwellings  for  all  classes  of  its  population. 

Ghislehurst. — Generally  speaking,  there  is  no  actual  shortage  of  housing 
accommodation  for  the  working  classes,  but  rents  are  very  high,  and  cottages 
of  a  moderate  rental  are  eagerly  taken  up  as  soon  as  empty.  Of  the 
fifty-two  houses  inspected  in  1914  the  rentals  were  as  follows  : — 


2  at  5/- 

1  at  6/3 

2  at  6/6 

3  at  6/8 
13  at  7/- 

1  at  7/6 

2  at  8/- 
2  at  9/- 


7  at  10/- 
10  at  10/6 

8  at  11/- 
1  at  12/6 


52 


This  gives  an  average  of  8/9. 
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Erith. — As  a  rule,  the  owners  of  property  in  the  district  have  proved 
quite  ready  and  willing  to  do  such  work  as  is  necessary  to  keep  their  houses 
in  good  condition.  In  a  good  many  eases  the  dilapidations  are  due  to  the 
tenants  themselves,  and  houses  which  have  been  put  into  good  condition 
have  become  in  a  short  time  almost  as  bad  as  before  through  the  carelessness 
and  dimness  of  the  tenant ;  soap  and  water  are  cheap  enough,  but  in  many 
cases  the  use  of  them  seems  to  be  regarded  as  superfluous. 

Gillingham. — 'This  is  a  question  which,  at  the  present  time,  requires  a  large 
amount  of  tact  and  discretion  in  connection  with  carrying  out  the  regulations 
under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning  &c.  Act,  as  without  doubt  there  are  many 
habitations  used  by  those  of  very  moderate  means  that  are  not  in  a 
fit  condition  to  live  in.  While  in  many  cases  landlords  do  their  best  to 
put  old  property  in  a  fairly  habitable  condition,  others  feel  that  patching  it  is 
of  very  little  use,  and  so  there  is  no  other  course  but  to  give  notice 
for  a  closing  order  'This  having  been  done,  and  become  operative,  the  tenants 
have  to  find  other  abodes,  which  is  an  exceedingly  difficult  matter,  as  new 
houses  and  flats  cannot  be  built  with  rents  to  suit  their  slender  means, 
especially  where  they  have  a  large  family.  Having  lived  for  a  long  time  in 
tenements  of  a  very  inferior  kind,  they  do  not  give  due  consideration 
to  the  better  class  of  property  ;  or  if  not  able  to  find  due  accommoda¬ 
tion,  there  is  a  tendency  to  overcrowd,  which  is  most  undesirable,  both 
in  reference  to  health  and  morals,  and  also  in  cases  where  one  of 
the  household  is  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  There  are  many  cases 
where  it  is  difficult  to  know  what  is  to  become  of  the  poor  turned  out 
of  these  undesirable  homes,  and  it  becomes  a  case  of  being  driven 
from  pillar  to  post.  Where  the  price  of  labour  and  materials  has  advanced, 
it  has  become  impossible  for  councils  to  build  property  to  suit  the  pockets  of 
these  folks.  My  council  are  endeavouring  to  build  suitable  houses  for  the 
betterment  of  the  people,  and  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  new  houses  being- 
built  for  artizans  and  those  who  are  able  to  pay  a  larger  rent.  Much  of  the 
undesirable  property  in  Old  Brompton,  and  parts  of  Old  Gillingham, 
has  been  demolished,  light  and  fresh  air  therefore  being  let  into  many 
courts  and  alleys.  This  point  is  most  desirable  to  be  followed  up, 
as  insanitary  conditions  of  houses  are,  in  my  opinion,  largely  to  blame 
for  spreading  tuberculosis,  and  hinder  the  combatting  of  that  disease 
when  it  does  come  into  a  household.  The  unfortunate  side  of  the  question  in 
reference  to  old  property  is  that  in  several  cases  it  is  owned  by  widows  and 
old  people,  who  have  only  the  rentals  of  these  houses  to  live  on,  and  when 
property  has  to  be  pulled  down  or  sold  at  a  very  small  sum,  it  can  only  mean 
ruin  for  them ;  all  matters  of  sentiment,  however,  have  to  be  set 
aside,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  council  to  see  that  each  inhabitant  has  a  house 
that  is  in  a  sanitary  condition,  and  these  principles  must  always  be  kept  in 
front  of  us,  as  the  health  of  the  population  is  of  prime  importance. 
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Margate. — The  housing  problem  is  one  which  affects  Margate  like  many 
other  towns  Not  that  we  have  the  same  slums  as  exist  in  our  large 
industrial  towns,  but  there  is  a  considerable  number  of  dwelling-houses  situated 
in  courts  and  alleys  which  lack  sunlight  and  have  no  free  ventilation  or 
efficient  open  space  in  their  proximity. 

It  is  most  important  that  these  should  be  dealt  with  at  an  early  date ; 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants  is  our  first  aim  and  duty,  and  public  health 
statistics  have  proved  beyond  doubt  that  the  death-rate  and  infantile  mortality 
rate  are  higher  in  proportion  to  the  density  of  a  population.  This  is  only 
what  one  would  expect;  moreover,  the  inhabitants  of  a  crowded  district  very 
often,  for  want  of  incentive  or  encouragement,  grow  careless  and  neglectful, 
and  so  we  are  confronted  with  another  evil  in  dirty  houses  and  neglected 
children. 

A  good  many  of  the  old  houses  which  are  better  situated  as  to  lighting 
and  free  air  space  surrounding  them,  are  defective  to  a  more  or  less  degree 
inasmuch  as  they  are  dilapidated,  damp  and  have  unpaved  yards,  etc.  It 
would  be  unwise  at  this  juncture  to  recommend  the  closing  of  those  houses 
which  are  capable  of  being  improved,  as  we  are  at  present  confronted  with  a 
dearth  of  cheap  houses  (by  which  I  mean  the  houses  which  a  workman  can 
afford  who  has  a  wage  ranging  from  18s.  to  25s.  per  week)  which  local  enter¬ 
prise  has  failed  to  supply,  due  probably  to  the  high  price  of  land,  materials, 
etc.  This  is  no  argument  why  the  housing  anomaly  should  exist,  and  failing 
local  enterprise  it  then  becomes  the  duty  of  the  council  to  see  that  their 
citizens  are  decently  housed,  which,  in  the  long  run,  is  a  sound  policy  as  it  pays 
in  the  increased  health  of  the  workers  and  their  families.  The  council  are 
endeavouring  to  overcome  the  housing  problem  by  the  fact  that  they  have 
recently  applied  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  permission  to  build 
forty-two  houses  for  the  working  classes  which  will  let  approximately  at  6s. 
and  6s.  9d.  per  week.  Under  the  circumstances  I  think  we  ought  to  go 
forward  as  steadily  as  possible  in  the  improvement  of  the  old  houses  which 
are  capable  of  being  made  fit  in  all  respects  as  regards  their  sanitary  condition, 
and  close  those  which  are  obviously  unfit,  as  occasion  arises. 

Penge. — The  work  of  inspecting  houses  which  have  been  re-constructed 
into  self-contained  flats,  has  largely  increased,  owners  requiring  me  to  grant 
certificates  that  the  premises  are  so  constructed  as  to  afford  suitable  accom¬ 
modation  for  each  of  the  families.  Upon  such  certificate  being  granted, 
exemption  is  claimed  for  a  reduced  rate  of  inhabited  house  duty. 

Rochester. — Housing  accommodation  for  the  working  class  is  satisfactory 
in  its  character,  but  continues  to  be  barely  sufficient  in  its  extent,  so  far  as 
regards  the  artisan  class. 
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The  shortage  is  still  more  marked  in  the  matter  of  cottages  for  the 
unskilled  or  casual  labourer  who  has  a  precarious  income  of  about  <£1  a  week. 
There  appears  to  be  in  this  district  a  fixed  dislike  on  the  part  of  landlords  or 
their  agents  to  tenants  who  have  children,  at  all  events  so  far  as  poorer-class 
dwellings  are  concerned.  Married  couples  without  children,  or  with  only  one 
or  two,  can  obtain  houses,  when  others,  with  larger  families,  are  over  and  over 
again  refused,  although  they  are  prepared  to  pay  the  same  rent.  This  may 
be  a  good  policy  from  the  landlord’s  point  of  view,  but  it  is  one  which,  if 
carried  far  enough,  is  absolutely  destructive  to  the  national  welfare.  It  also, 
to  a  great  extent,  defeats  its  own  object,  since  poor  people  finding  themselves 
in  a  house  providing  rather  more  room  than  is  necessary  for  their  own  re¬ 
quirements,  nearly  always  take  in  lodgers  who  may  or  may  not  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  children.  Thus  the  children  get  there  in  the  long  run,  and  stay, 
with  some  degree  of  overcrowding,  until  the  landlord  finds  it  out  and  can 
take  effective  measures  for  their  removal. 

Nevertheless  the  impression  must  remain  that  it  is  a  great  disability  to 
have  a  large  family. 

SANITATION  OF  HOPPER  ENCAMPMENTS. 

During  the  year  1914,  these  huts  were  inspected  regularly  and  efficiently 
in  the  various  districts.  The  water-supply  was  kept  under  close  supervision. 
More  attention  has  been  paid  to  lighting  and  ventilation  than  formerly.  For 
the  most  part  the  regulations  were  followed  satisfactorily. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  question  of  unsound  food  was  dealt  with  fully  in  my  last  report,  a 
regards  the  general  action  taken  in  the  different  districts  with  respect  to 
discovery  and  condemnation.  I  do  not  purpose,  therefore,  detailing  the 
matter  further  in  this  report.  The  observation  I  made  last  year,  as  to  a  number 
of  the  reports  containing  no,  or  only  cursory,  particulars,  still  holds  good. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

I  dealt  with  this  subject  fully,  in  my  last  Annual  Health  Report. 

The  following  extracts  have  been  taken  from  the  Annual  Reports  of 
various  district  medical  officers  of  health,  in  order  that  the  information 
previously  given  in  my  own  report  might  be  brought  up  to  date. 

Chatham. — Dr.  Holroyde  has,  on  many  occasions,  referred  to  the  danger 
of  contamination  of  underground  water-supplies,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  record 
that  the  water  company  have  been  for  some  time  back  employed  in  carrying  out 
measures  to  avoid  any  risk  of  this  occurring.  These  measures  consist  in  the 
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clearing  of  ground  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  works,  and  of  rendering 
cesspools  water-tight,  so  as  to  prevent  leakage  of  their  contents.  The  result  of 
this  procedure  is  to  cause  nuisance  to  the  householders  residing  in  the 
dwellings  so  treated,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  frequent  emptying  of  cesspits, 
but  the  safety  of  the  water-supply  is  the  paramount  object,  and  the  sanitary 
authority  and  the  company  are  alike  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  such 
measures  as  the  above. 

Chislehurst. — The  system  of  storage  in  cisterns,  which  exists  in  tho 
district  at  present,  is  less  satisfactory  than  where  the  water  is  delivered  to 
the  consumer  direct  from  the  mains,  and  in  January,  in  response  to  inquiries 
by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  and  at  the  request  of  the  council  for  his 
opinion  on  the  subject,  Dr.  Tew  reported  that  “Generally  speaking,  and 
especially  considering  that  mains  are  now  easily  tapped  under  pressure,  I 
consider,  except  under  exceptional  circumstances,  that  storage  cisterns 
connected  with  a  reliable  constant  service  could  be  discarded  with  advantage.” 
The  council  forwarded  the  following  recommendations  which  they  had 
adopted,  to  the  representative  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  : — 

“  That  the  obligation  to  provide  cisterns  be  abolished,  and  that  the  use 
of  such  cisterns  be  discouraged  except  in  cases  where  boilers  are  fixed.  That 
in  all  cases  taps  be  fixed  on  the  rising  main  for  household  use.  That  the 
Board  be  asked  to  advertise  any  contemplated  cutting  off  of  mains  supplying 
a  considerable  area,  to  give  special  notice  to  all  important  consumers  affected 
by  any  particular  shutting  off,  and  to  use  an  apparatus  whereby  n  w  services 
can  be  attached  without  shutting  off  the  supply.”  The  Board  replied  “  that 
in  the  case  of  new  supplies  and  relays  to  unoccupied  premises,  the  provision 
of  a  cistern  be  demanded  wherever  the  Board  have  the  statutory  powers  in 
that  behalf :”  the  Board  stated  that  their  engineer  will  do  all  he  can  to 
persuade  consumers  to  fix  taps  on  the  rising  main  for  household  use  :  that 
their  employees  will,  as  far  as  practicable,  give  notice  to  consumers,  especially 
large  consumers,  when  temporary  cutting  oft'  of  the  supply  is  intended,  and  that 
an  apparatus  whereby  services  can  be  attached  without  cutting  off  the  supply,  is 
in  use  in  the  Kent  district  for  tapping  mains  under  pressure,  and  that  if  it  is 
not  in  use  in  the  counciTs  area  it  will  be  made  available.  Later,  however,  a 
communication  was  received  from  the  engineer  of  the  board  stating  that  in 
the  majority  of  cases  in  the  Chislehurst  district  it  is  not  possible  to  use  the 
machine  for  tapping  the  water  mains  under  pressure. 

Later  in  the  year  some  discussion  arose  as  to  the  hardness  of  the  water, 
and  the  advisability  of  adopting  some  process  of  softening  before  dis¬ 
tributing  it  to  the  consumer. 
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Dr.  Tew  reported  that  both  for  economic  and  dietetic  purposes  it  was 
desirable  that  the  water  from  the  chalk  wells  in  Kent  should  be  subjected  to 
a  softening  process. 

In  view  of  the  enormous  expense  involved,  however,  the  council  decided 
not  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter.  Subsequently  a  letter  was  received 
from  the  local  representative  of  the  Water  Board  stating  that  he  was 
advised  that  if  a  softening  process  estimated  to  cost  £1 0,000  a  year  was 
adopted,  there  would  be  no  necessity  to  store  the  water  for  any  lengthened 
period,  and  that  the  expense  of  the  enormous  reservoirs  now  in  contemplation 
might  be  saved.  He  further  stated  that  the  chief  engineers  were  reporting 
on  a  scheme  for  providing  a  supplemental  supply  of  4,000,000  gallons  daily 
to  the  Kent  district  from  the  River  Thames,  which  will  probably  involve  an 
expenditure  of  £200,000.  The  works  are  necessitated  by  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  population  of  the  Kent  area. 

Margate. — At  the  present  time  the  borough  engineer  is  engaged  upon 
the  erection  of  a  new  pumping  station  at  Wingham.  The  new  machinery 
being  installed  includes  a  pumping  engine  capable  of  delivering  four  million 
gallons  of  water  to  Margate  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  also  a  high-service 
pump  to  deliver  250,000  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours  to  the  outlying  high 
level  parishes.  The  cost  of  the  above  work  is  £17,000. 

A  new  reservoir  to  hold  two  million  gallons  has  been  approved  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  will  be  erected. 

Northjleet  — The  sinking  of  the  new  well  by  the  Gravesend  and  Milton 
Water  Company  is  now  completed,  the  mains  leading  to  the  reservoir  are  now 
laid,  and  the  district  is  supplied  from  this  source.  This  well  is  sunk  in  the 
deep  chalk  in  Northfleet  district,  about  three  miles  from  the  town,  and  a  very 
ample  supply  of  the  good  water  has  been  obtained.  Some  portions  of  the 
rural  part  of  the  district  are  supplied  (by  arrangement)  with  water  from  the 
Mid  Kent  and  Higham  &  Hundred  of  Hoo  Water  Companies. 

Rochester. — North  of  the  river  the  district  is  supplied  from  a  well  in  the 
chalk.  It  has  been  realised  that  this  water  is  liable  to  dangerous  pollution, 
and  the  corporation  has  decided  to  close  the  well  and  to  obtain  the  future 
supply  from  a  water  company  in  a  neighbouring  district. 

The  presenDsupply  is  disinfected  with  chloros  and  cle-chlorinated  through 
charcoal  filters.  Monthly  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  both  of  the 
crude  and  of  the  treated  water.  The  results,  as  regards  the  latter,  show  that 
the  water  as  supplied  to  the  people  is  free  from  dangerous  constituents.  With 
regard  to  the  crude  water,  recent  examinations  have  shown  that  it  is  of  good 
quality,  and  that  the  pollution  which  formerly  rendered  it  so  dangerous  is 
not,  at  present  at  all  events,  finding  its  way  into  the  well. 
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II oiling  bo  am  Rural. — The  water-supply  to  Bredhurst  is  in  view,  the 
mains  already  reaching  the  northern  end  of  the  village. 

Also  the  mains  have  been  extended  to  the  village  of  Wormshill.  Ulcombe 
is  still  dependent  on  one  water-tap  for  the  lower  part  of  the  village,  but  the 
big  reservoir  at  Fairbourn  Heath  is  now  built  and  dominates  the  country 
round,  and  will  be  able  to  supply  water  to  this  village.  The  reservoir  at 
Warren,  which  used  to  be  an  open  one,  is  now  covered  in  and  fenced,  to  the 
benefit  of  those  using  the  water  from  this  supply.  Samples  were  taken  in 
the  summer  when  it  was  open,  and  found  unsatisfactory. 

The  remarks  as  to  the  insufficient  supply  of  water  to  the  outlying  parts 
of  Chart  Sutton,  Headcorn  and  Crafty  Green,  still  apply,  but  Dr.  Tuke  hopes 
these  parts  will  soon  be  reached  if  the  water  company  and  the  village  councils 
can  be  brought  together. 

Hoo, — -Grain  obtains  its  drinking  water  entirely  from  the  wells  near  the 
Fort.  A  bacteriological  examination  made  in  1912,  although  not  condemning 
entirely  the  water  from  the  well  outside  the  Fort  (this  is  the  well  used  by  the 
civilians),  regarded  it  as  suspicious.  Since  then  further  examinations  have 
been  made,  with  the  result  it  is  now  certified  as  quite  unfit  for  drinking  pur¬ 
poses.  As  this  has  been  the  only  water-supply  to  the  village,  which  numbers 
480  civilians,  Dr.  Outred  understands  that  the  military  have  arranged  for  a 
supply  temporarily  from  the  well  inside  the  Fort.  At  the  present  time 
alterations  are  being  made  by  the  military  to  deepen  this  well,  and  further 
bacteriological  examinations  will  be  made  after  the  completion  of  the  alterations. 

The  extension  of  the  main  to  Grain  from  Stoke,  should  be  immediately 
taken  in  hand,  and  completed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Not  only  the  military, 
but  the  admiralty  have  an  important  station  in  Grain,  and  as  a  good  water- 
supply  is  most  necessary  for  the  health  of  the  troops,  they  might,  if 
approached,  possibly  assist  in  bearing  some  of  the  expenses  of  this  extension, 
which  are  very  heavy  on  a  small  district  like  Hoo. 

Grain  supplied,  Cooling  will  be  the  only  village  in  the  rural  district  not 
having  a  direct  supply  from  the  main ;  and,  although  the  council  cannot 
expect  any  financial  help  apart  from  the  rates,  it  is  hoped  that  the  council 
will  press  this  matter  forward  at  the  same  time.  The  advantage  of  a  good 
and  wholesome  main  vTater-supply  to  the  community,  against  the  superficial 
well-supply,  is  so  well  known  as  to  hardly  need  any  recommendation  from 
the  medical  officer.  Many  diseases  have  been  proved  over  and  over  again  to 
have  been  water  borne,  and  the  risk  of  infection  of  these  small  vrells,  par¬ 
ticularly  those  having  in  the  vicinity  manured  ground  and  camping  out 
troops,  is  very  great,  and  this  latter  fact  cannot  be  overlooked,  particularly  if 
war  is  likely  to  be  of  prolonged  duration,  necessitating  a  large  number  of 
troops  being  quartered  in  the  district. 
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Although  the  council  have  had  the  water-main  now  laid  on  some  little 
time  at  Stoke,  there  are  still  two  owners  who  object  to  connecting  up  with  the 
main.  It  will  be  necessary  for  the  council  to  take  up  this  matter  and  compel 
them  to  carry  out  this  work  if  any  further  delay  occurs. 

Sheppey. — The  Sheppey  Water  Company’s  plan  whereby  it  would  extend 
its  main  to,  and  give  Eastchurch  a  constant  supply,  and  later  extend  the 
mains  to  Warden  and  Blue  Houses,  and  eventually  provide,  if  necessary, 
sufficient  water  for  any  future  sanitary  arrangements,  was  accepted  by  the 
council.  Water,  however,  was  not  obtained  at  Eastchurch  until  February, 
1915,  and  in  March  only  about  twenty-five  houses  were  connected  up  to  the 
mains. 

In  August,  1914,  the  company  was  called  upon  to  supply  about  900 
troops  and  250  horses.  To  do  this  they  had  to  obtain  water  from  the  Union 
and  to  cut  off  the  water  from  the  civil  population  for  ten  to  twelve  hours 
daily. 

During  this  time  the  troops  stationed  at  Eastchurch,  numbering  220 
men,  were  obtaining  their  water-supply  from  Leysdown  and  the  Eastchurch 
village  well.  It  was  found  that  these  waters  were  not  desirable  for  drinking 
purposes,  so  at  Dr.  Wiglesworth’s  suggestion  the  water  company’s  mains  at 
Shurland  Gate  (Eastchurch)  were  tapped,  and  to  counteract  the  extra  amount 
of  water  consumed  by  the  Eastchurch  troops,  the  Sheerness  main  was  also 
tapped  to  supply  the  troops  and  horses  at  Halfway  Houses. 

It  must  be  noted  that  the  troops  are  using  very  little  water  for  sanitary 
purposes. 

Complaints  are  constantly  being  received  about  the  shortage  of  water, 
and  if  the  company  can  give  only  a  fourteen  hours’  supply,  and  has  to  obtain 
water  from  the  Union  to  supply  an  extra  1,000  men,  how  would  it  be  able  to 
supply  Eastchurch,  Warden  and  Blue  Houses,  with  a  civil  population  of  over 
1,200,  with  water  for  drinking,  domestic  and  sanitary  purposes  in  time  of 
peace  % 

The  Local  Government  Board  sent  a  medical  inspector  down  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  matter,  who  interviewed  the  representative  of  the  company  on  the 
25th  February.  As  a  result  of  this  interview  it  was  definitely  stated  : — 

(1)  That  there  was  ample  water  obtainable  for  all  requirements  for  the 
whole  area  under  the  existing  circumstances. 

(2)  That  increased  raising  power  would  be  immediately  installed. 

(3)  That  when  installed,  sufficient  water  would  be  raised  to  meet  all 
these  demands. 

(4)  That  within  two  months  the  work  would  be  completed  and  the 
efficient  supply  obtained. 
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The  water  from  the  Eastchurch  village  well  has  been  analysed  bac- 
teriologically  and  chemically  and  found  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  but  the 
medical  officer  of  health  cannot  recommend  the  council  to  close  this  well 
until  another  supply  is  obtained,  and  in  the  meantime  the  population  has  to 
consume  polluted  water. 

This  intermittent  supply  exposes  the  district  to  danger  of  insanitary 
conditions  and  nuisances  caused  by  improperly  flushed  w.c.’s  and  drains, 
besides  the  risk  of  pollution  being  sucked  into  the  water  pipes. 

The  question,  therefore,  whether  the  Eastchurch  district  shall,  itself, 
obtain  its  own  water  supply  must,  sooner  or  later,  again  come  forward. 

Leysdown  has  two  sources  of  supply,  viz.,  the  railway  pump  and  the 
village  well.  Analyses  of  these  waters  have  been  made  at  the  county 
laboratory  ;  the  result  of  the  former  was  perfectly  satisfactory,  but  the  latter 
did  not  appear  to  be  a  satisfactory  water.  During  the  dryer  months  of  the 
year  it  is  improbable  that  the  railway  well  will  be  able  to  supply  sufficient 
water  for  the  area  and  for  this  reason  the  council  is  not  recommended  to 
close  this  well.  This  water  will  be  periodically  analysed. 

Dr.  Wiglesworth  suggests  that  notices  be  placed  conspicuously,  near  the 
wells  both  at  Eastchurch  and  Leysdown,  advising  the  inhabitants,  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  health,  to  boil  the  water  before  drinking. 

Tenterden  Rural. — Dr.  Tew  has  given  the  water-supply  of  Woodchurch 
considerable  attention  during  1914,  and  in  consequence  of  the  conditions 
revealed  during  his  special  inspections,  he  presented  to  the  council  reports 
in  which  he  impressed  upon  them  the  urgency  of  providing  a  public  supply  in 
the  more  thickly  populated  parts  of  the  village.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
however,  nothing  had  been  done  in  the  matter. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  following  matters  extracted  from  Annual  Reports  are  of  interest : — 

Ashford , — On  April  29th,  an  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
held  a  public  inquiry  into  an  application  by  the  council  for  permission  to 
borrow  £15,000  for  the  purposes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  viz.  : — 
(1).  The  separation  of  the  rain  and  surface  water  from  the  sewage  at  New 
Town  and  South  Ashford,  and  the  diversion  of  the  surface  water  into  the 
river.  (2).  The  construction  of  an  outfall  sewer  in  the  Railway  Company’s 
area  to  take  the  sewage  there.  (3).  The  payment  of  easements  to  the  Rail¬ 
way  Company  for  sewers  and  manholes.  (4).  The  purchase  of  19^  acres  of 
additional  land  for  sewage  disposal  works  at  Bybrook. 
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It  is  very  necessary  that,  in  addition  to  the  works  above-mentioned,  the 
council  should  undertake  the  sewerage  of  that  portion  of  the  Beaver  district 
where  building  is  taking  place,  for  many  of  the  ditches  are  polluted  with 
sewage  owing  to  overflowing  cesspools  and  drains  discharging  into  them. 

There  are  in  the  Hampden  Farm,  the  property  of  the  council,  seven 
acres  of  land  set  apart  for  sewage  works,  and  the  time  has  now  arrived  when 
the  council  should  construct  some  works  on  this  land  in  order  to  abate  the 
nuisances  which  now  exist  owing  to  the  absence  of  sewers. 

Bexley. — Only  one  small  extension  of  the  council’s  sewers  has  been  laid 
during  the  year,  but  some  progress  was  made  to  clear  the  way  for  the 
sewerage  of  the  low-lying  area  of  the  East  Wickham  Ward. 

Chatham.— The  application  for  a  provisional  order  for  the  purchase  of  a 
site  for  sewage  disposal  works  at  Motley  Hill,  was  considered  by  an  inspector 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  February,  1914.  There  was  some 
opposition,  which  was  not  of  a  formidable  character,  and  the  order  was 
granted  and  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  July  31st.  An  agreement  has 
been  concluded  between  the  Corporations  of  Rochester  and  Chatham  and  the 
Rochester  Fishery  Company,  by  which  the  former  have  purchased  the  rights 
of  the  latter,  and  become  the  creditors  of  the  shareholders. 

The  purchase  of  the  site  has  been  completed,  and  a  joint  sewerage  board 
has  been  formed  and  has  held  several  meetings. 

The  engineer’s  plans  have  been  submitted,  and  are  now  under  considera¬ 
tion.  It  will  be  seen  that  substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  this  important 
matter. 

Gravesend. — The  scheme  of  main  drainage  for  the  borough  is  still  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Sewerage  Committee.  This  committee  was  appointed 
to  consider  the  methods  at  present  adopted  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
for  the  collection  and  treatment  of  sewage,  and  to  recommend  to  the  council 
the  most  suitable  one  for  the  borough  to  adopt.  Unfortunately,  the  difficulties 
of  determining  the  site,  and  also  the  estimated  initial  cost,  have  caused  the 
committee  to  hold  back  their  original  proposal  to  determine  if  this  great 
expense  to  the  ratepayers  could  be  reduced,  and,  naturally,  the  European 
crisis  has  added  a  further  hindrance  to  expending  so  large  an  outlay  at  the 
present  time. 

Margate. — -Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Margate  sewerage  system,  has  been 
extended  to  Westgate-on-Sea  and  Garlinge,  and  the  rapid  increase  in  the  growth 
of  the  town,  it  has  become  necessary  to  contemplate  the  early  enlargement  of  some 
of  the  main  sewers.  Mr.  Borg  was  instructed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  sewerage 
extension,  and  his  scheme  which  has  been  approved  by  Sir  Maurice  Fitzmaurice, 
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C.M.G.,  and  Mr.  Howard  Humphreys,  and  which  provides  for  many  years  to 
come,  has  been  accepted  by  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  will  be  carried  out 
in  the  immediate  future ;  the  estimated  cost  being  £40,000. 

Tenter  den. — Steady  progress  has  been  made  with  the  new  drainage 
scheme.  Three  and  a  half  miles  of  sewers  have  been  laid  (a  quarter  of  a  mile 
being  in  tunnel),  between  the  outfall  works  at  Rolvenden  and  at  Michael’s, 
and  on  the  main  (Ashford)  road  to  a  point  near  “Homewood.”  At  the  purifi¬ 
cation  works,  the  bacteria  beds  have  been  built  and  most  of  the  clinkers 
placed  in  them.  The  storm-water  tanks  have  been  completed,  and  the 
excavation  of  the  settling  tanks  and  a  certain  amount  of  concreting  have  been 
carried  out,  and  considerable  progress  made  in  regard  to  the  sludge  tanks  and 
humus  pits. 

Walmer. — The  scheme  for  improving  the  sewerage  of  the  district,  referred 
to  in  previous  reports,  is  now  complete  with  the  exception  of  the  outfall  pipes 
into  the  sea.  This  portion  of  the  work  has  been  delayed  owing  to  unforeseen 
circumstances.  When  the  work  is  finished,  the  whole  of  the  sewerage  will  be 
collected  by  a  new  main  sewer,  and  discharged  by  gravitation  into  a  large 
storage  tank,  to  be  constructed  under  the  beachy  land  near  the  seashore. 
The  contents  of  the  storage  tank  will  be  stored  during  the  daytime,  and  dis¬ 
charged  at  a  suitable  state  of  the  south-flowing  tide  during  the  night,  through 
a  new  outfall,  900  ft.  long,  measured  from  low-water  mark. 

This  scheme  provides  an  outlet  for  the  sewage,  independently  of  the 
state  of  the  tide,  so  that  when  a  heavy  downfall  of  rain  coincides  with  a  high 
tide,  the  storage  tank  and  the  new  sewers  will  provide  storage  for  nearly  half 
a  million  gallons  of  water  before  the  sewers  become  gorged.  This,  it  is  hoped, 
will  prevent  the  flooding  of  the  lower  basements  in  the  barracks,  which 
occasionally  happens  with  the  present  system,  and  will  do  away  with  the 
nuisance  complained  of  by  bathers.  The  sewage  will  never  be  discharged  on 
the  north  flowing  tide,  so  all  cause  of  complaint  from  Deal  should  be  removed. 

The  scheme  for  draining  the  portion  of  the  district  south  of  Walmer 
Castle  has  been  considered  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  who,  after  hold¬ 
ing  a  public  inquiry,  have  given  their  sanction  to  the  borrowing  of  the  money 
necessary  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  work.  This  work  will  be  put  in  hand 
as  soon  as  the  storage  tank  and  outfall  are  ready  to  receive  and  discharge 
sewerage. 

Sheppey. — Several  complaints  have  been  made  of  nuisance  caused  by 
the  sewage  discharged  on  to  the  cliffs  from  the  workhouse.  The  scheme  at 
present  under  discussion  by  the  guardians,  is  one  by  which  the  sewage  can  be 
treated  on  the  workhouse  premises.  Although  the  sanitary  engineer  has 
guaranteed  that  there  shall  be  no  nuisance  from  treatment  in  this  manner,  it 
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is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  guardians  have  not  decided  to  connect  the 
workhouse  drains  with  the  main  sewer.  This  scheme  has  been  under  dis¬ 
cussion  for  more  than  a  year,  but  as  yet  nothing  has  been  done. 

In  the  parish  of  Eastchurch,  when  the  anticipated  supply  of  water  is 
obtained  (which,  however,  at  present  seems  remote),  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a 
system  of  drainage  will  be  considered  by  the  council,  especially  as  there  is 
every  prospect  of  a  great  increase  of  the  population  in  the  near  future.  At 
present  a  very  rudimentary  and  insanitary  system  of  drainage  exists. 

Tenterden  Rural. — The  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
been  received  for  the  erection  of  a  sewage  disposal  and  outfall  works  at  the 
Layne,  Rolvenden,  but  no  progress  has  been  made  with  the  work  as  the 
matter  is  in  abeyance  owing  to  the  war. 

Several  small  works  of  improvement  in  regard  to  drainage  have  been 
effected  during  the  year  in  connection  with  private  property,  at  the  instance 
of  the  owner  or  occupier  of  the  premises. 

Some  complaints  were  received  from  the  War  Office  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  a  ditch  near  the  military  canal 
at  Appledore,  owing  to  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  it  from  the  street,  and 
the  council  have  taken  steps  to  do  away  with  this  nuisance. 

THE  WAR. 

In  common  with  the  Public  Health  Departments  of  the  other  Counties, 
that  of  Kent  has  been  depleted  considerably  through  members  of  my  staff 
having  volunteered  for  military  services. 

s 

Of  the  medical  staff  of  this  Department,  the  Bacteriologist,  the  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officer,  and  two  whole-time  School  Medical  Inspectors  have 
left  in  this  way.  The  two  former  officials  have  not  been  replaced,  and  one 
whole-time  Lady  School  Medical  Inspector  has  been  appointed.  The  School 
Dentist  has  also  left  for  foreign  service,  and  he  has  been  replaced  by  a 
temporary  school  dentist. 

Also  one  of  the  five  Tuberculosis  Officers  has  left  similarly,  and  during 
his  absence  his  work  is  being  carried  out  willingly  by  the  remaining  four 
officers. 

Of  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  consisting  in  peace 
time  of  thirteen  whole-time  clerks,  eleven  have  left  for  military  duty.  Ten 
lady  clerks  have  been  appointed  temporarily,  and  also  two  male  clerks  who 
are  medically  unfit  for  the  army. 

There  are  only  four  males  left  on  the  permanent  clerical  and  laboratory 
staff,  who  are  indispensable  for  the  continuance  of  the  work,  and  who  there¬ 
fore  have  been  granted  certificates  to  that  effect  by  the  County  Council. 
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These  four  officials  named  Messrs.  Meakin,  Wilson,  Arnold  and  Brooker, 
have  shown  great  willingness  and  energy  in  carrying  out  a  large  amount  of 
additional  work  in  consequence  of  the  depletion  of  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  permanent  staff,  and  they  have  been  of  great  assistance  in  training  the 
temporary  staff.  I  wish  to  acknowledge  their  valuable  help  in  enabling  the 
work  of  the  department  to  be  continued  satisfactorily. 

With  respect  to  my  own  military  appointment,  I  have  to  report  that 
from  moblisation  until  November  16th,  1914,  I  was  acting  as  Divisional 
Sanitary  Officer  of  the  Home  Counties  Division  of  the  Territorial  Force.  On 
the  latter  date  I  returned  to  Maidstone  as  Sanitary  Officer  to  the  Second 
Army,  Central  Force,  a  position  which  enables  me  to  keep  in  close  daily 
touch  with  the  administration  of  the  county  public  health  department. 

Of  the  thirty-five  district  medical  officers  of  health  in  Kent,  ten  have 
vacated  their  positions  temporarily  for  the  war,  and  five  others  are 
engaged  in  military  work  in  addition  to  their  civil  work,  with  commissions. 
The  remainder  have  all  co-operated  most  willingly  with  the  military  authori¬ 
ties  in  public  health  work.  For  the  most  part  the  health  of  the  troops 
stationed  in  Kent  has  been  excellent,  and  the  comparatively  small  amount  of 
infectious  disease  occurring  amongst  them,  has  been  as  wonderful  as  it  has 
been  gratifying. 

The  need  for  economy  has  been  impressed  upon  everyone.  The  atten¬ 
tion  of  local  authorities  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  economies  and 
restrictions  on  borrowing  are  possible  not  only  as  regards  new  works,  but  also 
as  regards  works  in  progress.  The  Local  Government  Board  has  recom- 
nended  that  the  inception  of  new  works,  except  such  as  are  of  pressing 
necessity  either  for  reasons  of  public  health,  or  on  account  of  war  require¬ 
ments,  should  be  avoided.  As  facilities  have  been  given  to  employees  for 
joining  the  army  or  finding  employment  in  those  occupations  which  are  of 
paramount  importance  during  the  present  war,  and  as  substitutes  have  been 
needed  in  consequence,  great  care  has  been  taken  to  engage  either  women  or 
only  men  not  eligible  for  the  army,  in  the  Public  Health  Department  of  this 
county.  The  Local  Government  Board  has  also  suggested  that  whilst  not 
unduly  relaxing  the  standard  of  public  health  administration  in  their  area, 
local  authorities  should,  as  far  as  possible,  refrain  from  requiring  the  execution 
of  work,  the  cost  of  which  has  to  be  borne  by  private  individuals,  unless  the 
work  is  urgently  necessary  for  the  removal  of  nuisances  or  for  the  protection 
of  health. 

The  following  extracts  taken  from  the  annual  reports  of  various 
medical  officers  of  health,  are  interesting  as  they  indicate  work  carried  out 
under  unusual  conditions  in  this  county. 
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Ashford. — Troops  have  been  quartered  in  the  town  practically  con¬ 
tinuously  since  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  war. 

Before  proceeding  to  allot  billets,  it  is  the  duty  of  chief  officers  of  police 
to  consult  the  medical  officer  of  health,  and  it  is  incumbent  on  him  to  keep 
the  billets  under  supervision. 

Belgian  refugees,  to  the  number  of  about  275,  arrived  in  the  town  in  the 
autumn,  some  remained  in  Ashford,  others  were  distributed  in  the  surround¬ 
ing  villages.  At  the  end  of  the  year  about  severity  were  living  in  Ashford. 

In  order  to  provide  accommodation  for  the  wounded,  the  Congregational 
school-room,  which  had  been  very  kindly  lent  for  the  purpose,  was  fitted  up 
in  the  autumn ;  beds,  bedding,  utensils,  etc.,  being  lent  or  given,  and  on 
October  14th  it  was  opened  by  the  K48,  V.A.D. 

There  are  twenty-four  beds  in  two  wards,  and  between  the  date  of 
opening  and  the  end  of  the  year,  seventy  cases,  English  and  Belgian,  were 
treated. 

On  December  4th,  a  house  in  Church  Road  was  opened  as  a  small 
hospital  for  Territorials,  with  twelve  beds,  and  has  been  more  or  less  full, 
chiefly  with  medical  cases. 

The  Y.A.D.  hospital,  as  it  is  called,  is  used  in  the  first  instance  as  a 
depot,  all  wounded  brought  into  the  town  being  conveyed  there,  the  more 
serious  cases  are  then  transferred  to  the  Cottage  Hospital. 

Public  subscriptions  have  been  contributed,  and,  in  addition,  the  War 
Office  allows  two  shillings  per  head  per  day  for  each  wounded  soldier. 

Bexley. — No  troops  have  been  billeted  in  the  district.  A  small  camp 
was  formed  in  Danson  Park  and  occupied  for  a  short  time  by  a  few  troops, 
but  wet  weather  rendered  the  ground  untenable,  and  they  were  moved  else¬ 
where.  Work  on  the  wooden  buildings  of  the  camp  has  since  proceeded, 
but  they  had  not  been  re-occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Bromley. — During  the  last  three  months  of  the  year,  the  clothing  had  to 
be  dealt  with  of  some  350  soldiers,  who  arrived,  sick  or  wounded,  from  the 
seat  of  war.  Each  man’s  belongings  were  put  into  a  bundle  and  collected 
and  treated  in  the  steam  disinfecting  apparatus. 

This  work  is  increasing  as  the  war  goes  on,  owing  to  fresh  arrivals  of 
wounded  at  the  temporary  Red  Cross  hospitals  in  the  district,  and  although 
the  staff  have  at  times  to  work  at  high  pressure  to  keep  down  arrears,  the 
state  in  which  we  find  this  clothing  is  such  as  to  show  a  great  need  for  its 
sterilisation,  and  that  the  process  requires  doing  with  considerable  care  to  be 
sure  that  it  is  effectual. 
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Faversham  Urban. — In  all  the  sanitary  questions  arising  out  of  the 
arrangements  due  to  the  quartering  of  troops,  the  district  medical  officer  of 
health  has  co-  operated  with  the  military  authorities  and  their  medical  officers  ; 
the  premises  are  regularly  inspected  and  supervised,  the  disposal  of  refuse 
has  been  made  the  subject  of  special  calls  by  the  borough  scavengers.  Where 
so  many  men  are  congregated  together  nuisances  can  easily  arise,  especially 
in  hot  weather,  unless  the  greatest  cleanliness  and  order  is  practised. 

The  men’s  billets  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  a  special 
look  out  has  been  kept  for  cases  of  infectious  disease ;  notifications  have 
been  communicated  to  the  military  authorities  in  any  cases  where  their  men 
may  possibly  be  involved. 

The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  cases  is  an  anxious 
question,  especially  as  the  risk  of  small-pox  under  present  circumstances  is 
much  greater  than  usual,  and  there  is  also  the  risk  of  cases  of  acute  epidemic 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis  arising  ;  a  working  arrangement  is  proposed  with  the 
rural  authority  to  avoid  unnecessary  overlapping  and  expense  in  this  respect. 
One  question  likely  to  give  trouble  in  the  future  is  the  disposal  and  removal 
of  the  large  additional  amount  of  manure  created  by  the  increased  number  of 
horses  in  our  midst. 

Another  question  was  the  need  of  some  provision  for  the  treatment  of 
serious  accidents  and  acute  illness  (other  than  infectious)  which  might  occur 
among  this  additional  population,  as  the  cottage  hospital  is  barely  sufficient 
for  the  ordinary  needs  of  the  town.  Fortunately  this  has  been  splendidly 
met  by  the  V.A.D.  hospital  at  the  Mount,  in  an  excellent  situation  just 
within  the  borough.  This  was  formed,  opened,  and  carried  on  by  the  town 
and  neighbourhood  of  Faversham  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  sick  and 
wounded  from  the  front,  and  while  carrying  out  that  object  successfully  is 
also  doing  equally  good  work  in  receiving  and  attending  to  the  numerous 
urgent  cases  that  are  continually  occurring  among  the  troops. 

Folkestone. — No  troops  were  billeted  in  the  borough  until  the  end  of 
November,  so  that  the  water-supply,  disposal  of  refuse  and  other  matters 
appertaining  to  drainage,  etc.,  were  not  required.  As  regards  the  control  of 
infectious  diseases,  however,  arrangements  were  made  by  which  beds  in  the 
infectious  hospital  were  set  aside  for  military  cases.  These  numbered  ten 
for  scarlet  fever,  eight  for  diphtheria  and  eight  for  enteric  fever.  The  total 
number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  end  of  the  year  was  ten  of  scarlet  fever  and 
four  of  diphtheria,  at  a  rate  of  £1  2s.  6d.  per  week  per  patient.  Also  the 
use  of  the  ambulance  was  afforded  for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases  either  to 
the  military  hospital  or  to  the  corporation  sanatorium.  The  services  of  the 
inspector  of  nuisances  and  staff  were  arranged  for,  and  a  quantity  of  infected 
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material,  bedding,  etc.,  was  removed  and  disinfected  at  the  disinfecting 
station. 

A  systematic  method  of  notification  of  infectious  cases  both  by  military 
and  civil  sanitary  officers  v\as  arranged,  and  has  worked  satisfactorily.  Since 
November  troops  have  been  billeted  in  the  town  in  considerable  numbers,  and 
further  arrangements  became  necessary  for  dealing  with  infectious  cases,  as 
measles  and  German  measles  were  prevalent  among  the  troops  and  considerable 
extra  work  was  thrown  upon  the  sanitary  staff  in  disinfecting  billets,  etc. 
The  supervision  of  these  billets  was  difficult  at  first  to  carry  out,  as  the 
billeting  arrangements  had  not  been  made  through  the  proper  channels,  i. e., 
the  Chief  Constable,  and  it  was  some  time  before  the  correct  list  could  be 
obtained.  The  question  also  arose  of  the  necessity  for  providing  a  cleansing 
station  for  troops  as  it  was  anticipated  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  deal 
with  verminous  and  dirty  individuals.  This  matter  is  receiving  attention  as 
it  is  deemed  undesirable  to  allow  such  persons  to  use  the  public  baths. 
Attention  was  paid  to  the  more  frequent  scavenging  in  districts  where  troops 
were  billeted.  A  letter  was  sent  to  the  chief  medical  officer  giving  notice 
that  troops  should  be  warned  against  indulging  in  the  consumption  of 
shellfish,  as  the  source  from  which  they  were  derived  could  not  be  vouched 
for  as  being  above  suspicion. 

The  action  already  set  in  motion  has  steadily  developed,  and  further 
provision  is  being  made  for  dealing  with  the  various  points,  which  will  be 
outlined  in  the  next  annual  report. 

Gravesend. — At  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  the  military  authorities 
approached  the  corporation  as  to  the  provision  of  beds  for  the  isolation  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease  occurring  among  the  troops  quartered  in  the  borough.  It 
was  arranged,  in  addition  to  isolating  scarlet-fever  and  small-pox  patients,  that 
twenty  beds  should  be  set  aside  entirely  for  military  cases  of  typhoid,  at  the 
borough  fever  hospital,  but,  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  to  leave  the  military  to 
arrange  with  the  Strood  authority. 

So  far,  two  soldiers  suffering  with  scarlet  fever  have  been  received.  One 
case  of  diphtheria  was  reported  from  the  general  hospital,  in  an  officer,  and  was 
isolated  until  recovery  at  that  institution.  A  weekly  report  of  all  infectious 
cases  notified  in  the  borough  during  the  seven  days  previous,  with  the 
addresses,  is  sent  to  the  “medical  officer  in  charge”  at  the  military  hospital. 
The  military  sanitary  officer  and  the  medical  officer  of  health  have  been  in 
frequent  communication  with  one  another,  with  the  result  that  the  civil 
authority  has  been  able  to  render  every  assistance  to  the  military  in  sanitary 
matters,  such  as  advice  on  billeting,  disinfection  of  premises  in  the  barracks 
after  infectious  disease,  including  tuberculosis,  disinfection  of  camp  blankets, 
etc,,  etc. 
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The  Gravesend  district  has  also  taken  a  very  active  part  in  making  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  treatment  of  wounded  soldiers  from  the  Front.  Since  the  out¬ 
break  of  war,  the  general  hospital  has  set  aside  fifty  beds  for  the  use  of  the 
military,  and  two  voluntary  hospitals,  known  as  the  Yacht  Club  and  Rosher- 
ville  Hotel,  have  been  furnished,  equipped  and  staffed  entirely  from  voluntary 
sources.  The  work  of  these  voluntary  hospitals  has  been  such  as  to  earn 
high  commendation  from  the  War  Office,  and  great  praise  is  due  for  the 
unselfish  devotion,  thoroughness,  and  ability  the  Y.A.D.  have  displayed  in 
bringing  their  institutions  up  to  such  a  high  state  of  efficiency.  Altogether 
there  are  now  over  200  beds  available  for  military  patients.  Both  the 
Gravesend  and  Northfleet  sanitary  authorities  have  offered  every  assistance 
in  supervising  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  these  institutions. 

Lydd. — In  consequence  of  the  outbreak  of  war,  a  larger  number  of  troops 
than  hitherto  have  been  stationed  at  Lydd,  many  of  whom  have  been  billeted 
in  the  town.  In  order  to  assist  the  military  authorities  in  every  possible  way 
at  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  Local  Government  Board  sent  one  of  their  inspec 
tors  to  inspect  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  and  neighbourhood,  with  the 
result  that  a  very  useful  co-operation  of  the  military  and  civil  sanitary 
services  has  resulted.  Of  the  large  number  of  troops  stationed  at  the  camp 
and  billeted  in  the  town,  there  only  occurred  two  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
both  of  which  were  scarlet  fever  contracted  previous  to  arrival  at  Lydd. 
Both  these  cases  occurred  amongst  troops  in  the  camp,  and  both  were  treated 
at  the  borough  isolation  hospital,  there  being  no  outbreak  amongst  the  civil 
population,  arising  from  these  cases. 

Maidstone. — From  the  commencement  of  the  war  and  throughout  its 
continuance,  the  relations  existing  between  the  civil  and  military  authorities 
have  been  of  a  very  satisfactory  nature,  the  two  authorities  working  in  cordial 
co-operation.  Considerable  increases  of  work  and  of  responsibility  have  been 
placed  on  the  sanitary  staff  in  consequence  of  the  large  body  of  troops  who 
have  from  time  to  time  been  billeted  on  the  inhabitants.  The  civil 
authorities  at  once  accepted  the  responsibility  of  enquiring  into  the  sanitary 
condition  of  many  houses  and  buildings  vacated  at  the  time  of  mobilization, 
but  subsequently  occupied  by  troops. 

The  removal  of  infectious  cases  amongst  the  troops  and  subsequent  treat¬ 
ment  in  the  borough  sanatorium,  and  the  disinfection  of  the  rooms  occupied, 
were  carried  out  by  the  civil  authorities.  The  collection  of  the  house-refuse, 
etc.,  was  also  carried  out.  Much  work  was  thrown  on  the  authority  by  the 
disinfection  of  the  clothes  and  the  cleansing  of  verminous  soldiers.  Notice  is 
now  received  in  due  time  from  the  military  authorities  of  the  expected 
arrival  of  troops,  and  the  deputy  medical  officer  of  health  invariably  confers 
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with  the  military  authorities  and  with  the  chief  constable,  as  to  the 
prevalence  of  infectious  disease  and  to  areas  suitable  or  otherwise  for 
billeting. 

Margate. — During  the  time  a  small  number  of  soldiers  was  stationed 
here,  the  district  medical  officer  of  health  and  inspector  of  nuisances 
visited  their  quarters  every  day  and  were  able  to  give  valuable  advice  on 
sanitation  and  other  matters  relative  to  their  health  The  district  medical 
officer  of  health  was  also  in  close  touch  with  the  medical  officer  of  the  troops 
and  notified  him  each  week  of  all  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  in  the  town. 
The  clothing  of  the  wounded  men  coming  from  the  front  was  disinfected, 
which  has  largely  increased  the  work  at  the  disinfecting  station. 

Ramsgate. — About  the  middle  of  August  troops  entered  Ramsgate,  and 
the  town  has  had  soldier  residents  since.  As  fresh  detachments  arrived  the 
acting  medical  officer  of  health  placed  herself  in  communication  with  the 
military  authority  offering  the  services  of  the  health  department.  The 
inspector  of  nuisances  made  repeated  visits  to  military  quarters  in  connection 
with  their  sanitary  condition,  the  disposal  of  refuse,  etc.  Special  attention  was 
paid  to  the  sources  from  which  the  troops  received  their  food  supplies. 

The  machine  at  the  disinfecting  station  was  freely  used,  both  in 
connection  with  the  troops  and  with  wounded  and  sick  received  at  the  V.A.D. 
hospital.  Blankets  and  kits  were  stoved  for  vermin,  and  in  one  or  two 
instances  for  scabies.  The  clothes  of  all  sick  and  wounded  who  arrived  from 
the  Front  were  also  stoved. 

Acting  on  a  recommendation  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
an  extra  stock  of  typhoid  fever  diagnosis  outfits  was  laid  in.  Not  a  single 
case  of  typhoid  fever,  however,  occurred  by  the  end  of  the  year.  As  each 
fresh  detachment  of  troops  entered  the  town  the  R,.M.O.,  or  the  C.O.,  was 
informed  that  most  of  the  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurring  in  Ramsgate  were 
due  to  the  consumption  of  uncooked  or  partially-cooked  shellfish. 

Four  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  one  of  diphtheria  were  notified.  These 
were  at  once  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital,  and  disinfection  was  effected 
at  the  quarters  from  which  the  cases  had  been  removed.  Each  Saturday  a  list 
of  houses  in  which  there  had  been  a  case  of  infectious  disease  during  the 
preceding  fortnight  was  sent  to  the  C.O.,  so  that  such  houses  might  be  put 
out  of  bounds. 

Two  new  charity  organisations,  referred  to  elsewhere,  were  instituted — 
the  Prince  of  Wales’  Fund  and  the  Belgian  Refugee  Local  Committee.  The 
sick  among  the  Belgian  Refugee  women  and  children  were  sent  up  to  the 
health  department  to  receive  advice  when  they  wished  it,  drugs  being  supplied 
by  the  committee. 
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The  general  hospital  promised  to  the  admiralty  fifty  beds,  a  number  of 
which  have  been  constantly  in  use. 

The  Kent  2  Y.A.  D.  hospital  was  opened  on  October  10th,  at  the  Sailors’ 
Rest  and  Bethel,  the  lower  portion  of  the  building  having  been  generously 
offered  for  use  as  a  hospital  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Sailors’  Bible  Society. 
It  has  seventy-two  beds.  Up  to  January  1st,  165  patients  were  received,  of 
whom  100  were  Belgians.  Nearly  all  the  cases  were  severe  surgical  ones. 
The  work  of  the  divisional  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  hospital,  as  also  that  of 
the  visiting  surgeons,  physicians,  and  dentist,  is  voluntary.  The  work  of  the 
whole  Y.A.D.  staff  and  of  some  of  the  trained  nurses  is  also  voluntary. 

Rochester. — Troops  have  been  housed  at  the  Skating  Rink,  the  Victoria 
Hall,  the  Corn  Exchange,  in  huts  at  Broom  Hill  and  Cliffe  Road,  in  many 
isolated  stations  and  in  varying  numbers  in  private  houses. 

As  regards  the  billeting  in  private  houses,  the  usual  precautions  are 
observed,  that  is  to  say,  the  health  department  provides  the  chief  constable 
with  a  list  of  houses  unsuitable  for  the  purpose.  This  unsuitability  depends 
on  the  actual  or  recent  presence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  house,  or  on  defective 
sanitary  accommodation,  such  as  open  privies.  It  cannot  be  said,  however, 
that  the  military  authorities  are  as  careful  in  consulting  the  civil  authorities 
as  they  might  be,  since  troops  are  often  found  in  the  occupation  of  premises 
which  have  not  been  duly  allotted  by  the  chief  constable.  Moreover,  in  the 
formation  of  the  camps  at  Broom  Hill  and  Cliffe  Road,  no  previous  consulta¬ 
tion  whatever  was  held  with  the  health  officials,  with  the  result  that  after 
occupation  of  the  huts,  the  gravest  deficiencies  in  the  matters  of  drainage, 
disposal  of  household  refuse  and  slop-water,  and  other  things  were  discovered. 

Again,  there  are  latrines,  with  buckets  for  faeces  and  urine,  at  the 
Skating  Rink,  Victoria  Hall  and  Fort  Clarence,  all  these  places  being  situated 
in  the  city  The  emptying  of  these  buckets  and  the  disposal  of  their  contents 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  private  contractor,  over  whom  there  is  not  the 
slightest  official  control.  This  last  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  very  serious  matter, 
and  no  municipality  should  permit  the  disposal  of  such  large  quantities  of 
sewage  to  be  conducted  in  such  an  irresponsible  manner. 

Systematic  inspections  of  the  sanitary  dispositions  of  all  places  in  the 
district  where  troops  are  stationed  are  made  by  me,  and  reports  thereon  sent 
to  the  military  authorities.  I  regret  to  have  to  say  that  these  reports  have 
usually  to  be  emphasised  more  than  once  before  they  are  followed  by  suitable 
action. 

It  may  be  observed,  however,  that  the  formation  of  these  camps  and 
stations  had  to  be  undertaken  in  somewhat  of  a  hurry,  and  that  at  the  present 
time  a  general  improvement  in  their  sanitary  condition  is  becoming  apparent. 
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The  Trustees  of  Watts’  Charity  have  given  facilities  to  the  troops 
quartered  in  the  district  as  to  the  use  of  their  swimming  and  separate  baths, 
situated  on  the  Esplanade.  These  facilities  have  been,  apparently,  greatly 
appreciated. 

Southborough. — Up  to  the  end  of  last  year  no  large  number  of  troops 
were  billeted  at  Southborough,  but  companies  of  about  one  hundred  com¬ 
menced  to  come  over  from  Crowborough  Camp  early  in  October  for  shooting 
practice  at  the  local  rifle  range. 

They  were  accommodated  at  the  local  halls,  at  a  large  empty  house  in 
Park  Road,  and  subsequently  in  private  billets. 

The  district  medical  officer  of  health  conferred  with  the  urban  district 
council,  who  agreed  to  have  a  hot  bath  fitted  up  in  a  small  room 
adjoining  the  Victoria  Hall,  and  obtained  the  use  of  a  Thresh’s  “  Emergency  ” 
Steam  and  Formalin  Disinfector,  which  was  stationed  in  the  yard  near.  This 
was  available  on  October  22nd,  and  proved  of  the  greatest  use  both  to  the 
men  who  came  from  Crowborough  whose  clothes  required  disinfection,  and 
also  for  use  of  the  Belgian  and  English  soldiers  who  occupied  the  Victoria 
Hall,  used  as  a  V.A.D.  hospital.  The  billets  and  arrangements  were  inspected 
by  Dr.  Candler,  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  also  by  Major  Gunter, 
R.A.M.C.,  during  October,  with  whom  Dr.  Tew  conferred  on  sanitary  matters. 

No  cases  of  notifiable  disease  occurred  among  troops  stationed  here. 

At  one  house  where  two  men  were  billeted  one  of  the  occupier’s  children 
contracted  diphtheria,  but  was  promptly  removed  to  hospital,  and  the  men 
sent  to  other  quarters;  no  one  else  became  infected. 

Tonbridge. — In  November,  1914,  three  officers  and  about  130  men  came 
from  Brighton  to  guard  the  bridges  and  viaduct  on  the  South  Eastern  and 
Chatham  Railway  line  between  Tonbridge  and  Penshurst.  They  were  still 
on  duty  and  accommodated  in  private  billets  at  the  end  of  the  year — the 
majority  at  Tonbridge,  but  some  at  Chiddingstone  Causeway,  near  the 
Penshurst  Station.  Dr.  Tew  inspected  the  accommodation  on  several  occa¬ 
sions,  and  made  representations  to  the  military  authority  as  to  its  improve¬ 
ment,  and  also  with  regard  to  the  water-supply,  etc.,  for  the  guard  houses. 
Other  troops  entered  the  town  on  December  14th.  The  billets  (private)  were 
carefully  inspected  and  every  precaution  taken,  with  the  satisfactory  result 
that  no  case  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  had  occurred  among  the  soldiers. 

Hoo. — The  civil  authority  has  during  these  strenuous  times  given  every 
assistance  to  the  military  authorities  when  possible. 

The  medical  officer  of  health  reports  each  week  to  the  medical  officer  in 
charge  of  the  military  in  the  district,  all  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
received  during  the  previous  week,  and  the  locality  in  which  such  occurred. 
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Cases  of  infectious  disease,  with  the  exception  of  small-pox,  occurring 
among  the  troops  are  removed  immediately,  on  request,  to  the  infectious 
hospital.  A  small  mission  room,  kindly  lent  by  the  Rector,  has  been  turned 
into  a  temporary  hospital  for  the  troops  at  Allhallows,  and  staffed  from  the 
V.A.D.  of  Gravesend.  I  believe  this  to  be  a  very  useful  addition  to  the 
personnel  of  the  military  in  the  district,  as,  previous  to  this  arrangement, 
all  cases  occurring  among  the  military  at  Slough  Fort  (where,  in  the  autumn, 
there  were  at  least  two  hundred  odd  troops),  had  to  be  removed  some  miles 
if  requiring  proper  nursing  and  hospital  treatment.  The  civil  authority 
has  also  inspected  the  water  supplies  of  the  Forts,  taking  several  samples  for 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis,  with  the  result  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  recommend  the  military  authorities  to  discontinue  using  the  well  situated 
just  outside  the  Fort  wall,  in  Grain,  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  civil  infectious  hospital  is  open,  if  the  beds  are  not  occupied  by  civil 
cases,  to  receive  all  soldiers  suffering  wTith  notifiable  diseases,  with  the 
exception  of  small-pox. 

The  civil  authorities  contemplated  at  first  a  scheme  for  the  construction 
of  a  small-pox  hospital,  but  after  further  consideration  it  was  decided,  owing 
to  the  smallness  of  the  district,  and  the  great  expense  which  would  be 
incurred,  to  make  arrangements  with  the  Rochester  and  Chatham  Joint 
Board  for  the  isolation  of  any  such  cases  occurring  in  the  district. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  War,  twTo  cases  of  scarlet  fever  have 
been  removed  to  the  Hoo  isolation  hospital.  One  had  only  arrived  at  the 
Fort  but  a  few  days. 

Sheppey. — At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  there  were  2,470  officers  and  men 
and  about  250  horses  quartered  in  the  rural  district. 

The  number  at  present  is  about  3,000. 

They  were  quartered,  at  first,  some  under  canvas,  others  billeted  at  Half¬ 
way  Houses  and  at  the  workhouse,  and  later  as  the  weather  became  colder 
they  were  transferred  to  huts. 

Considering  the  amount  of  rain,  and  the  mud  caused  thereby  around  the 
camps,  the  health  of  the  troops  has  been  exceedingly  good.  With  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  two  wards  retained  for  poor-law  patients,  the  Sheppey  infirmary 
and  staff  were  taken  over  by  the  military  authorities  as  a  temporary  military 
hospital.  During  the  five  months  ended  31st  December  there  were  admitted 
to  hospital  304  patients,  and  4,589  were  treated  in  the  out-patient  department. 
The  cases  admitted  to  hospital  on  the  whole  were  not  of  a  serious  nature. 
During  the  latter  months,  influenza  accounted  for  the  majority.  The  more 
serious  diseases  were  pneumonia  and  enteric.  Of  the  former  there  were  four 
cases,  with  one  death,  and  the  latter  two  cases  with  one  death.  These 
two  cases  of  enteric  were  contracted  through  eating  oysters  obtained  in 
Sheerness.  There  was  one  other  death  due  to  accidental  gun-shot  wounds. 
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There  were  nine  cases  of  diphtheria.  Seven  occurred  in  a  billet  in  Half¬ 
way  Houses  and  were  traced  to  an  imported  case  and  spread  through  the 
indiscriminate  use  of  a  mouth  organ  previously  used  by  this  man. 

All  these  men  were  at  once  isolated  in  the  rural  district  fever  hospital, 
with  the  result  that  there  were  no  further  cases  amongst  the  troops.  As 
there  was  a  mild  epidemic  amongst  the  civil  population,  precautions  were  taken 
to  protect  the  troops,  and  an  order  was  issued  from  headquarters  that  all 
cases  of  sore  throat  should  be  immediately  reported,  so  that  they  might  be 
isolated  until  swabs  from  their  throats  could  be  examined. 

Of  contagious  diseases  only  a  limited  number  of  scabies  and  impetigo 
were  treated,  all  of  which  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

There  were,  however,  a  great  number  of  men  infected  with  vermin.  For 
disinfecting  the  clothes  a  portable  steam  disinfector  was  provided,  which,  un¬ 
fortunately,  proved  absolutely  useless,  so  that  part  of  the  clothes  could  only, 
with  great  difficulty,  be  disinfected  by  the  limited  means  at  the  workhouse, 
the  rest  had  to  be  sent  to  Sheerness  hospital. 

Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  the  medical  officer  of  health  anticipates 
that  in  the  hotter  months  of  the  year  a  serious  nuisance  will  arise,  through 
the  great  difficult  there  is,  in  disposing  of  the  dirty  water  from  the  kitchen 
and  ablution  huts.  He  proposes  requesting  that  the  military  authorities 
provide  a  “portable  vacuum  apparatus”  so  that  the  water  accumulating  in 
the  sumps  can  be  pumped  out  and  deposited  in  the  nearest  sewer,  and 
suggests  the  possibility  of  his  council  taking  over  the  apparatus  at  a  valued 
price  at  the  end  of  the  war.  (If  this  were  done  it  would  solve  the  council’s 
very  difficult  question  of  the  emptying  of  cesspits  in  the  rural  districts).  In 
the  meantime  it  is  very  desirable  that  when  fresh  camps  are  formed  they 
should  be  situated  as  near  as  possible  to  existing  sewers  so  that  all  sewage 
could  be  drained  into  them.  At  present  the  contents  of  the  latrines  are 
carted  away. 

The  water-supply  to  the  camp  is  derived  from  various  sources,  all,  with 
the  exception  of  Leysdown  and  Eastchurch,  being  of  a  very  satisfactory 
character.  When  the  water  company  have  completed  their  mains  to  East- 
church  this  camp  will  be  able  to  have  a  better  supply. 


Finally,  I  should  like  to  state  that  all  the  members  of  my  staff  have 
worked  unstintingly  during  the  year,  and  have  carried  out  their  duties  in  a 
highly  creditable  manner. 
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The  figures  given  in  these  columns  are  in  excess  of  the  actual  numbers  of  outworkers,  the  majority  of  the  persons  so  employed  having  been  notified  twice  in  the  year. 


Table  21. — Details  of  work  done  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  in  Rural  Districts,  during  the 
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*  The  figures  given  in  these  columns  are  in  excess  of  the  actual  number  of  outworkers,  the  majority  of  the  persons  so  employed  having  been  notified  twice  in  the  year. 
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PART  II. 

DISTRICTS  SEPARATELY  CONSIDERED. 


EXPLANATORY. 

Estimated  Population  1914  represents  the  population  as  estimated  by 
the  district  medical  officers  of  health. 

Acreage  is  the  census  figure  inclusive  of  inland  water. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  census  of  1911  includes  ordinary 
dwelling-houses  only,  and  not  shops,  hotels,  institutions,  Ac.  The 
number  of  inhabited  bouses  at  the  census  of  1901  includes  all 
inhabited  buildings. 

Mortality  Rates. 

The  Death  Rate  is  the  rate  corrected  by  deducting  the  deaths  of  non¬ 
residents  dying  within  the  district,  and  by  adding  the  known 
deaths  of  residents  dying  outside  the  area.  The  death-rates  of 
the  different  districts  are  also  corrected  for  differences  of  age  and 
sex  constitution  of  population. 

The  Zymotic  Rate  is  the  total  death-rate  of  persons  dying  from  the 
seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  small-pox,  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria,  enteric  and  continued  fevers,  measles,  whooping 
cough,  and  diarrhoea  (including  enteritis). 

The  Phthisis  Rate  is  based  on  the  number  of  deaths  from  phthisis,  or 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  but  it  does  not  include  deaths  from  other 
tuberculous  lesions. 

The  Incidence  of  Attack  of  infectious  diseases  is  the  rate  of  attack  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

Adoptive  Acts.  The  chief  adoptive  Acts  are  : — 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

The  information  given  has  been  obtained  by  direct  enquiry. 

Bye  =  laws  and  Regulations.  The  various  bye-laws  and  regulations  in 
force  in  the  different  districts  have  been  ascertained  by  direct  enquiry 
and  are  set  out  in  tabulated  form  on  pages  221c  and  22 Id. 
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URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 


A5HF0RD. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  M.  WATTS,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


Area  in  Acres,  2,850. 


Census  1901.  Census  1911. 

12,808  ...  13,668 

2,794  ...  2,820 


Estimated  1914. 

13,960 


Birth 

Rate. 


20-7 


Zymotic 
Death  Death 
Rate.  Rate. 

10-5  0-79 


Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 

Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 

0-58  45 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

5-66  7-60  0-29 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Sections 

30  and  33). 

I  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  death-rate  during  1914  was  10*5,  which  is 
practically  the  same  as  last  year.  The  birth-rate  showed  a  slight  advance, 
being  207  compared  with  1 9 '7  for  1913.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  45 
per  1,000  registered  births,  compared  with  85  for  1913.  This  is  the  lowest 
figure  recorded  during  the  last  six  years. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Two  hundred  and  thirteen  cases  of  infectious 
disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  including  106  cases  of  diphtheria 
seventy-nine  of  scarlet  fever,  four  of  enteric  fever,  fifteen  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  four  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis.  Of  these  casesj 
ninety-nine  of  diphtheria,  seventy-nine  of  scarlet  fever  and  three  of  enteric 
fever  were  admitted  to  the  isolation  hospital.  On  account  of  the  considerable 
prevalence  of  infectious  disease,  Dr.  Manby,  an  inspector  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board,  visited  the  district  in  September,  1914.  He  approved  of  the 
steps  which  had  been  taken  by  the  district  medical  officer,  and  supported  his 
recommendation  that  certain  alterations  and  additions  should  be  carried  out 
at  the  fever  hospital. 


The  fever  hospital  is  situated  about  a  mile  to  the  north-west  of  the 
town.  It  is  being  enlarged  so  as  to  accommodate  about  forty-four  patients. 
Three  diseases  can  be  isolated  concurrently.  A  scheme  has  been  agreed  to 
for  the  joint  use  of  a  smallpox  hospital  with  the  West  Ashford  District 
Council. 


Water  Supply. — The  water-supply  is  derived  from  four  deep  wells  on 
Hen  wood  Farm,  to  the  east  of  the  town.  These  wells  are  inter-connected, 
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the  adits  having  a  capacity  of  400*000  gallons.  Analyses  (chemical  and 
bacteriological)  are  given,  which  show  that  the  water  is  of  good  quality. 
There  are  only  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  houses  not  supplied  from  the 
mains. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — All  except  one  hundred 
and  fifty-one  houses  are  connected  with  the  public  sewers.  The  sewage, 
amounting  to  250,000  or  300,000  gallons  daily,  flows  or  is  pumped  to  sewage 
works  at  Bybrook.  It  is  here  dealt  with  by  chemical  precipitation.  The 
resulting  sludge,  after  drying,  is  sold  to  farmers,  whilst  the  effluent  is  treated 
on  adjoining  land.  Dr.  Watts  considers  that  the  land  available  for  filtration 
is  insufficient  in  quantity,  and  unsuitable  in  quality.  The  council  have 
recently  applied  for  permission  to  borrow  the  sum  of  <£15,000  for  purposes 
of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal.  It  is  pointed  out  that  the  scheme  for  which 
the  money  is  required  does  not  deal  with  the  sewerage  of  the  Beaver  and 
Kingsnorth  Road  district ;  although,  if  adopted,  it  would  improve  matters  at 
the  pumping  station  and  at  the  disposal  works. 

Dr.  Watts  draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  the  w.c/s 
in  the  district  are  of  the  long  hopper  type,  and  are  flushed  by  hand.  He 
considers  that  this  arrangement  constitutes  a  serious  menace  to  the  health  of 
the  town. 

House-refuse  is  collected  daily,  and  is  tipped  in  a  field  at  Hampton  Farm. 
It  is  pointed  out  that  the  provision  of  a  destructor  is  desirable. 

Housing  Matters. — One  hundred  and  sixty  houses  were  inspected  under 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act.  No  closing  orders  were  applied  for. 
In  the  case  of  seven  such  applications  held  over  from  1913,  the  council  decided 
not  to  make  orders.  There  appears  to  be  a  considerable  amount  of  over¬ 
crowding  in  the  town,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  cottages. 

Milk  Supply. — There  are  twenty  cowsheds,  sixteen  milkshops  and  six 
dairies  in  the  district.  These  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  variou 
defects  have  been  remedied. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  twelve  slaughterhouses,  which  are  said 
to  be  clean  and  sanitary — as  a  rule.  Two  emaciated  pig  carcasses  were  sur¬ 
rendered  voluntarily. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances, — The  following  are  some  of  the 
items  included  in  the  summary  of  work  done  : — 


Statutory  notices  served . 

.  17 

Slaughterhouse  inspections  . 

.  139 

Preliminary  notices  served . 

.  369 

Bakehouse  inspections  . 

.  49 

House-to-house  inspections  . 

.  557 

House  drains  put  in  order . 

.  77 
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BECKENHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  M.  CLEMENTS,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


Area  in  Acres,  3,890. 


Census  1901. 
26,288 

4,701 


Census  1911. 

31,692 

5,587 


Estimated  1914. 

33,572 


Birth 

Bate. 


17-7 


Zymotic 

Death  Death 
Rate.  Rate. 

9-6  0-60 


Phthisis 

Death 

Rate. 

0-68 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

48  2-92  2-92  04)9 


Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  show  small  decreases 
compared  with  those  obtaining  in  1913,  whilst  the  infantile  mortality  has 
declined  from  71  to  48.  This  is  the  lowest  death-rate  among  infants  under 
one  year  old  which  has  been  recorded  for  more  than  twenty  years  in 
Beckenham. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  year  was  295.  There  were  ninety-eight  cases  each  of 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  three  of  enteric  fever,  fifty-two  of  phthisis  and 
twenty-four  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis.  There  was  one  death  from  scarlet 
fever,  whilst  diphtheria  occasioned  ten  deaths. 

The  isolation  hospital  of  the  Bromley  and  Beckenham  Joint  Hospital  Board 
is  situated  at  Skym  Corner,  Bromley  Common,  and  provides  accommodation 
for  113  patients.  One  hundred  and  sixty  cases  were  admitted  in  1914  from 
Beckenham. 

The  small-pox  hospital  has  been  converted  into  a  sanatorium  for  tuber¬ 
culosis  patients,  and  an  agreement  has  been  entered  into  with  the  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Tonbridge  and  Southborough  Joint  Hospital  Board,  whereby  the  latter 
body  receives  into  its  small-pox  hospital  at  Capel,  cases  of  small-pox  up  to 
the  number  of  five  occurring  in  the  Bromley  and  Beckenham  area. 

Water  Supply. — The  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  water  by  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Board.  The  water  is  derived  from  two  sources  (a)  the 
greater  part  of  the  district  being  supplied  with  water  from  the  Lambeth  section 
of  the  Board’s  service  ;  and  (b)  a  small  part,  approximately  confined  to  the 
Shortlands  Ward,  receiving  its  supply  from  deep  wells  sunk  in  the  chalk,  and 
known  as  the  “  Kent  Wells.”  The  Lambeth  supply  consists  of  water  taken 
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from  the  River  Thames,  which,  after  a  period  of  storage,  followed  by  filtra¬ 
tion,  is  delivered  for  use. 

There  is  a  constant  service  of  water  to  practically  every  house,  and  most 
of  the  premises  have  pipes  direct  from  the  main,  for  drinking  purposes,  so 
that  the  water  can  be  obtained  as  pure  as  possible,  and  not  be  exposed  to  the 
dangers  attendant  on  storage  cisterns. 

The  Metropolitan  Water  Board  contemplate  extending  the  area  of  the 
district  supplied  by  the  “  Kent  Wells,”  and  for  this  purpose  a  duplicate  well 
is  in  process  of  preparation  at  Shortlands,  from  which  an  additional  main 
will  be  laid  on  to  the  Shortlands  area. 

There  are  a  few  houses  in  the  district  supplied  with  water  from  private 
wells  ;  these  houses  are  at  such  a  distance  from  the  mains  of  the  Water 
Board  that  it  is  not  possible  at  present  to  connect  them  with  the  Board’s 
service.  Samples  are  taken  from  the  wells  from  time  to  time. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewage  and  excreta 
of  the  district  are  removed  by  the  water-carriage  system,  with  a  separate 
system  for  the  conveyance  of  surface-  and  storm-water.  For  purposes  of 
sewerage,  Beckenham  is  divided  into  two  districts,  the  Beckenham  sewerage 
area  and  the  West  Kent  area.  The  former  discharges  into  the  Penge  and 
Bell  Green  sewer  which  connects,  by  means  of  the  Metropolitan  sewers  at 
Lewisham,  with  the  main  outfall  at  Crossness.  The  sewers  of  the  West  Kent 
area  discharge  at  several  points  into  the  main  sewers  of  the  West  Kent 
Sewerage  Board,  the  sewage  being  collected  eventually  at  Dartford,  where, 
after  purification,  it  is  discharged  into  the  Thames. 

Four  main  streams  intersect  Beckenham,  viz.,  Birkbeck  Stream,  Chaffinch 
Brook,  Beck  River  and  Ravensbourne  River.  Into  these  main  streams  the 
whole  of  the  surface  water  of  Beckenham  is  discharged,  either  by  open  ditches, 
or,  in  the  case  of  roads,  by  pipe  drains. 

Refuse  Disposal. — Dustbins  are  emptied  once  a  wreek  during  the  winter 
and  twice  a  week  during  the  summer  months.  Special  arrangements  exist  for 
the  frequent  removal  of  refuse  from  the  premises  of  fishmongers,  Ac.  The 
destructor,  in  Church  Fields,  burns  about  126  loads  of  refuse  per  week. 

Housing  Matters. — One  hundred  and  fifty-seven  houses  were  inspected 
under  the  regulations  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac.  Act,  1909.  No 
applications  for  closing  orders  were  made.  All  drains  are  tested  by  the 
smoke  test,  and  a  complete  plan  of  the  drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements 
of  the  houses  is  prepared  and  filed  for  future  reference.  The  houses  in  the 
greater  part  of  the  district  are  occupied  by  people  of  the  middle  and  upper- 
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middle  classes,  and  from  the  point  of  view  of  sanitation  are  in  a  very  satisfactory 
condition.  It  is  only  among  the  small  proportion  of  the  population  of  the 
poorer  working-classes  that  constant  inspection  and  supervision  by  the  health 
department  is  required.  The  initial  steps  for  the  preparation  of  a  Town 
Planning  scheme  have  been  taken,  and,  as  the  result  of  an  enquiry  by  one 
of  the  Local  Government  Board’s  inspectors,  permission  has  been  given  for 
the  preparation  of  a  scheme,  subject  to  the  exclusion  of  certain  areas 
originally  intended  to  be  included. 

Milk  Supply. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  five  registered 
cowkeepers  and  twenty-four  registered  milkshops  in  the  district.  There  are 
fourteen  cowsheds  on  the  register,  which  provide  accommodation  for  180 
cows.  All  the  premises  are  subject  to  systematic  inspection. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  samples  of  milk  and  other  foods  have 
been  subjected  to  analysis  during  the  year.  Infringements  of  the  Public  Health 
(Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912,  were  discovered  in  three  cases. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  factories  and  workshops  were  visited  on  309 
occasions,  and  eight  written  notices  were  served.  There  are  two  slaughter¬ 
houses  and  nineteen  bakehouses  in  the  district,  one  of  the  latter  being  “under¬ 
ground.” 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  inspector’s  report  includes 


the  following  details  of  the  chief  matters 

coming  under  his  notice  during 

the 

year  : — 

Articles  disinfected  . . 

5688 

Drain  ventilating  shafts  provided  . 

48 

Rooms  disinfected . 

419 

Water  supply  cisterns  cleansed  . 

38 

Houses  systematically  inspected . 

157 

Accumulations  of  offensive  matter 

Houses  inspected  on  complaint  or 

removed  . 

12 

otherwise  . 

249 

Petroleum  licenses — Renewed . 

21 

Choked  drains  cleansed  or  repaired... 

49 

,,  ,,  Granted  . 

5 

Water  tests  to  drains  . . . 

297 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health,  0.  SUNDERLAND,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Area  in  Acres,  4,942. 


Census  1901. 


Census  1911. 


Estimated  1914. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


14,579+ 

2,919+ 


15,895 

3,083 


18,500 


Birth  Death  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 


Zymotic  Phthisis 


Rate  of  Deaths  under 
one  year  of  age  to 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 


y  uciu  or  CU; — ,  o 

1,000  Births. 


Scarlet 


Enteric 


2D5  9-8  0-65  0-82 


81 


Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

7-90  0*92  0-06 


f  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  1  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

[  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.* 

Vital  Statistics. — The  death-rate  of  9*8  per  1,000  shows  a  reduction 
on  the  figure  of  last  year,  whilst  the  birth-rate  remains  practically  the  same. 
Infantile  mortality  shows  a  rate  of  81  per  1,000.  The  council  adopted 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  and  it  has  been  in  force  in  the  district  since 
May  1st,  1914.  A  nurse  has  been  appointed  accordingly  to  act  as  health 
visitor,  and  it  is  hoped  by  this  means  to  educate  the  public  in  the  necessary 
measures  for  the  preservation  of  infant  life,  and  so  to  reduce  the  infantile 
mortality  rate. 

Infectious  Diseases. — A  large  increase  occurred  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  notifiable  infectious  disease  reported.  The  total  number  of  notifications 
received  during  the  year  was  209,  viz.,  scarlet  fever  146,  diphtheria  sixteen, 
membranous  croup  one,  erysipelas  ten,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  twenty-six, 
other  forms  of  tuberculosis  five,  enteric  fever  one,  poliomyelitis  one,  and 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  three.  The  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  was  apparently 
of  a  mild  type,  and  was  kept  in  check  by  the  prompt  measures  adopted.  One 
death  occurred  from  diphtheria. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  additions  to  the  accommodation  at  the 
isolation  hospital  were  commenced,  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  these  are 
completed  the  accommodation  will  then  suffice  for  the  needs  of  the  district  for 
some  years  to  come.  In  view  of  the  possibility  of  typhoid  or  small-pox  being 
introduced  into  the  district  by  Belgian  refugees,  or  by  workmen,  the  council 
obtained  the  option  of  hiring  a  house  for  use  as  a  temporary  isolation  hospital 
in  case  of  the  appearance  of  either  of  these  diseases  in  the  district. 

f  These  figures  include  Lamorbey  Ward,  now  transferred  to  Footscray. 

^Except  sections  50,  61,  66,  78,  79,  80,  81,  82,  83,  84,  85,  86,  92,  93,  and  94.  Certain 
of  the  adopted  sections  are  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  dated  April  6th  1909 


H 
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Water  Supply. — The  Metropolitan  Water  Board  is  the  authority  for 
water-supply  in  the  district,  and  with  very  few  exceptions  all  houses  are 
supplied  from  the  Board’s  mains.  All  premises  not  so  connected  are  known, 
and  their  supplies  are  kept  under  observation. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  system  of  drainage 
by  which  the  sewage  is  disposed  of  by  the  West  Kent  Main  Sewerage  Board, 
at  their  outfall  works  at  Joyce  Green,  continues  to  give  satisfaction.  Cesspool 
cleansing  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  surveyor,  and  the  few 
earth  closets — principally  in  use  in  factories  where  the  sewers  are  not  avail¬ 
able — are  attended  to  by  the  owners. 

Scavenging. — A  regular  weekly  collection  of  house-refuse,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  inspector  of  nuisances,  in  lieu  of  a  fortnightly  collection, 
was  instituted  on  April  1st,  1914,  The  refuse  is  taken  on  to  arable  land  and 
afterwards  ploughed  in. 

Housing  Matters. — Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1910,  225  houses  were  inspected.  One  house  was  found  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  a  closing  order  was  made.  In  respect  of  five  houses 
demolition  orders  were  made,  and  were  all  complied  with. 

Milk  Supply. — The  ten  sheds  in  the  district,  registered  for  the  keeping 
of  cows  for  the  supply  of  milk  to  the  public,  were  inspected  at  least  twice  in 
the  year.  In  addition,  all  the  cows  in  these  sheds  were  inspected  monthly  by 
the  council’s  veterinary  inspector.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  has  been 
traced  to  the  milk  supply. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  continue  to  be 
little  used.  Quarterly  inspections  of  the  registered  premises  are  made,  and 
they  are  periodically  limewashed.  The  sixteen  bakehouses  are  inspected  twice 
or  more  each  year,  and  are  whitewashed  bi-annually.  There  are  no  under¬ 
ground  bakehouses. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — A  considerable  portion  of  the 
inspector’s  time  during  the  year  was  devoted  to  dealing  with  the  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  and,  under  this  heading,  171  visits 
were  made.  The  inspection  of  slaughterhouses,  fruit  pickers’  lodgings, 
workshops  and  the  premises  of  outworkers  has  been  carried  out  regularly. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.  K.  ROBINSON,  m.d. 


f  Area  in  Acres,  2,770. 


f  Population 
f  Inhabited  Houses 


Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Bate.  Bate.  Bate. 

13-3  9-0  0-55 


Census  1901  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

7,107  ...  9,921  ...  11,057 

1,470  ...  1,863  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Bate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet.  Enteric 

Bate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

0-55  82  3-80  2T8  — 


f  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Adopted  Acts  -  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

[  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.* 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  have  decreased,  and 
the  infantile  mortality  has  increased,  during  1914,  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  rates  for  the  year  1913. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  of 
1889,  seventy-four  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  reported,  of  which  forty- 
two  were  scarlet  fever,  twenty-four  diphtheria,  seven  erysipelas  and  one 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 


Twenty-six  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  sixteen  of  diphtheria  were  treated 
in  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  In  addition  to  the  above 
notified  cases,  twenty-two  patients  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  three 
patients  with  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  under  the  Public 
Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912.  These  cases  had  not  been  notified 
previously.  Nine  houses  vacated  by  tuberculous  patients  were  disinfected 
during  1914. 

Water  Supply. — The  water-supply  of  the  district  is  derived  from  the 
council’s  own  works  at  Rumfields,  augmented  by  a  supply  from  the 
Margate  works.  The  water  is  softened  artificially  by  a  “  Haines  ”  water¬ 
softening  plant  which  was  installed  at  the  Rumfields  works  during  1913. 
The  water  is  analysed  regularly,  and  the  results  indicate  a  water  organically 
pure,  and  free  from  sewage  percolation.  All  the  dwelling-houses  in  the 
district  are  connected  with  the  public  mains,  except  one  house,  which  owing 
to  its  isolated  position  is  supplied  by  a  well.  The  number  of  fresh  houses 
connected  with  the  water  mains,  during  1914,  was  sixty-two. 


*Parts  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V.  and  X.  (with  the  exception  of  sections  15,  16,  18,  27,  32,  34, 
43,  44,  45.  46,  47,  52,  54  and  94). 

t  Census  figures  corrected  for  extension  of  boundary  by  inclusion  of  portion  of  Isle  of 
Thanet. 
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Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  district  is  provided 
with  a  water-carriage  system  of  sewerage,  with  an  outfall  discharging  into  the 
sea  at  the  northern  end  of  the  town.  During  the  year  1914,  thirty-three 
additional  premises  were  connected  with  the  main  sewer.  There  are  still 
eight  privy-vaults  in  the  outlying  portions  of  the  district.  The  contents  of 
these  are  removed  at  least  once  a  week.  There  are  also  some  cesspools  in  the 
suburban  areas,  but  the  district  council  do  not  undertake  the  emptying  of 
these.  All  new  houses  are  required  to  be  provided  with  properly  constructed 
wash-down  water-closets,  with  suitable  flushing  cisterns. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal, — The  inhabitants  of  the  district  are 
required  to  provide  covered  galvanised  iron  receptacles  for  the  storage  of 
house-refuse.  The  contents  are  collected  daily  by  the  district  council’s  own 
carts  in  the  town  portion,  and  three  times  a  week  in  the  outlying  areas. 
Covered  carts  are  used  for  the  collection  of  the  refuse,  which  is  conveyed  to 
land,  hired  from  a  farmer,  who  disposes  of  the  collected  material  for  agricul¬ 
tural  and  brick-making  purposes.  The  refuse  is  dealt  with  daily,  and  is  not 
stored  at  the  depot. 

Housing  Matters. — Fifty-one  houses  were  inspected  under  section  17  of 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1909,  and  were  all  found  to  be  defec¬ 
tive  in  some  respect.  Five  of  these  houses  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  two  closing  orders  were  made.  The  other  three  houses  were 
remedied  without  the  necessity  of  closing  orders.  The  chief  defects  in  the 
houses  were  dampness,  inadequate  means  of  lighting  and  ventilation,  and 
defective  sanitary  accommodation.  The  number  of  houses  in  the  district 
within  the  limits  of  the  rental  specified  in  section  14  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.  Act,  1909  (i.e.,  not  exceeding  £16  per  annum)  is  approxi¬ 
mately,  675.  There  are  no  cellar  dwellings  in  the  district. 

Milk  Supply. — There  are  now  fifteen  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops 
on  the  district  council’s  register  and  there  are  about  one  hundred  cows.  The 
premises  of  cowkeepers  and  milksellers  received  constant  supervision  through¬ 
out  the  year.  No  cows  were  tested  with  tuberculin  during  1914,  and  no 
samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order  of  1913,  notices  were  received  from  the  Kent  County 
Council  in  respect  of  two  cows  which  were  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  Both 
animals  were  slaughtered,  and  the  carcasses  destroyed.  Eleven  samples  of 
milk  were  purchased  by  the  sanitary  inspector  during  1914,  and  were  sent 
to  the  county  analyst.  One  sample  of  milk  was  certified  to  be  57 ‘6  per  cent, 
deficient  in  fat.  Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  vendor,  and  as  this  was 
his  second  offence,  he  was  fined  £10  and  eight  shillings  costs. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  factories  and  workshops  were  inspected  during 
the  year.  The  six  slaughterhouses  were  observed  carefully  and  found  to  be 
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kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The  inspections  were  made  as  often  as 
possible  during  the  process  of  slaughtering.  Two  bovine  carcasses  were  found 
unfit  for  food  but  were  surrendered  voluntarily,  and  were  destroyed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  inspector  of  nuisances. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  op  Nuisances. — In  addition  to  other  work  this 
official  supervised  the  connection  of  thirty-three  premises  with  the  main 
sewers,  the  new  drains  being  tested  under  his  direction.  Forty-three  informal 
notices,  and  five  statutory  notices  were  issued  in  connection  with  various 
unsatisfactory  conditions  observed.  The  requirements  of  these  notices  were 
complied  with. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health,  ARTHUR,  F.  G.  CODD,  m.b.,  f.r.c.s 

Area  in  Acres,  4,696. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  27,397  ...  33,646  ...  35,820 

Inhabited  Houses  5,127  ...  6,156  ...  — 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

17-8 

10-3 

0-39 

0-78 

62 

2-09 

1  *51 

0*03 

r 


Adopted  Acts  - 


A 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  death-rate  of  10-3  is  slightly  higher  than  that 
recorded  for  last  year,  and  the  birth-rate  remains  practically  the  same.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  62  per  1,000  is  a  most  satisfactory  reduction,  as 
compared  with  the  rate  of  85  recorded  last  year.  The  marked  reduction  in 
infantile  mortality  may  be  attributed  to  the  extensive  work  which  is  being 
carried  out  in  the  borough  by  the  various  organisations,  voluntary  and  other¬ 
wise,  and  which  are  working  with  devoted  energy  for  the  welfare  of  the 
children  and  mothers  of  the  district.  Schools  for  mothers  are  held  at  three 
centres  every  week,  and  have  a  total  annual  attendance  for  1914  of  2,917,  an 
increase  of  nearly  one  thousand  attendances  since  last  year.  The  Bromley 
Charitable  Society,  the  Care  Committee,  the  District  Visitors,  the  Queen’s 
Nurses  and  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  are 
together  working  with  one  purpose,  with  the  assistance  of  the  medical  officer 
of  health,  Dr.  Codd. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  233  cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  notified,  viz.,  diphtheria  fifty-four,  scarlet  fever  seventy-five,  erysipelas 
twenty-five,  enteric  fever  one,  puerperal  fever  three,  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
four,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  fifty-five,  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
thirteen.  Altogether,  fifty-four  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  forty-eight  of 
diphtheria,  were  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital,  and  the  remaining  cases 
were  treated  at  their  own  homes. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  from  deep  chalk  wells,  and  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board.  The  supply  is  constant, 
and  there  are  no  private  drinking  water  supplies  in  the  form  of  wells. 

Housing  Matters. — Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909, 
inspections  have  been  made  in  712  cottages.  In  nearly  all  cases,  some  defect 
was  found,  and  in  respect  of  twelve  of  these  houses  closing  orders  were 
required.  In  two  cases,  after  very  complete  repairs,  the  orders  were 
withdrawn. 

Milk  Supply. — The  number  of  cows  and  dairy  farms  in  the  district 
remains  the  same  as  last  year.  Two  cows  on  separate  farms  were  slaughtered 
during  the  year,  owing  to  the  presence  of  tuberculosis  having  been  dis¬ 
covered  therein,  and  compensation  was  paid  to  the  owners.  No  cases  of 
notifiable  infectious  disease  were  traced  to  the  milk  supply. 

Regulated  Trades  — There  are  seven  slaughterhouses  where  animals  are 
killed  for  human  food,  and  also  one  knacker’s  yard.  One  of  the  former,  and 
the  knacker’s  premises,  have  been  established  within  the  past  seventeen  years, 
and  are  under  licenses  which  are  renewable  annually.  The  other  six 
slaughterhouses  are  registered.  All  have  been  inspected  periodically  and  as 
required. 


Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  following  is  an  extract  from 
the  report  of  the  work  accomplished  during  the  year  : — 


Total  number  of  inspections  of  pre- 

Beds,  &c. ,  disinfected  . . . 

960 

mises,  less  re-visits  . 

1840 

Soldiers’  clothing  disinfected  . 

350 

Total  visits  to  above  premises  . 

6000 

Factory  &  Workshop  Act  inspections 

215 

Visits  to  infected  premises  .  . 

230 

Samples  of  food  taken 

58 
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CHATHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  HOLROYDE,  f.r.c.s.e.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  Acres,  4,356. 


Census  1901. 


Census  1911. 


Estimated  1914. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


37,057 

7,243 


42,250 

8,031 


44,100 


Birth  Death  Death  Death 

Bate.  Bate.  Bate.  Bate. 


Zymotic  Phthisis 


Bate  of  Deaths  under 
one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 

98 


Scarlet 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Enteric 


25-0  13-9  1-91  1-32 


Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

2-43  4-59  0-19 


Adopted  Acts 


i 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — These  show  no  marked  changes.  The  birth-rate  has 
decreased,  whilst  the  death-rate  shows  an  increase.  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  was  ninety-eight  in  1914,  compared  with  104  in  1913. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Four  hundred  and  eighty-four  notifications  were 
received,  202  being  of  diphtheria,  107  of  scarlet  fever,  eight  of  enteric  fever, 
ninety-nine  of  phthisis,  and  twenty-five  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis.  One 
hundred  and  seventy-four  cases  were  removed  to  the  fever  hospital.  The  hospital 
is  situated  in  Rochester,  and  is  used  jointly  by  the  two  boroughs.  It  has 
accommodation  for  eighty  patients  and  observation  wards  for  doubtful  cases. 
The  diseases  treated  are  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever.  There 
is  a  separate  building  for  the  isolation  of  small-pox.  A  Thresh’s  steam 
disinfecting  apparatus  is  available. 

Water  Supply. — The  water-supply  (in  the  hands  of  the  Chatham, 
Gillingham  and  Rochester  Waterworks  Company)  is  derived  from  borings  and 
headings  in  the  chalk  formation,  and  is  supplemented  by  a  small  quantity 
from  a  boring  into  the  lower  greensand.  The  supply  is  constant,  the 
pressure  is  good,  and  the  quantity  is  abundant.  Analyses  support  the 
statement  that  the  quality  is  good. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — Dr.  Holroyde  describes 
the  present  position  as  follows  : — The  application  for  a  Provisional  Order  for 
the  purchase  of  a  site  for  sewage  disposal  works  at  Motley  Hill  was  considered 
by  an  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  February,  1914.  There 
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Chatham. 


was  some  opposition,  which  was  not  of  a  formidable  character,  and  the  Order 
was  granted  and  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  July  31st.  An  agreement  has 
been  concluded  between  the  Corporations  of  Rochester  and  Chatham,  and  the 
Rochester  Fishery  Company,  by  which  the  former  have  purchased  the  rights 
of  the  latter,  and  become  the  creditors  of  the  shareholders. 

The  purchase  of  the  site  has  been  completed,  and  a  Joint  Sewerage  Board 
which  has  been  formed  has  held  several  meetings.  The  Engineer’s  plans  have 
been  submitted,  and  are  now  under  consideration.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  this  important  matter. 

One  hundred  and  forty-seven  privies  have  been  demolished  during  the  year, 
but  there  are  still  1895  remaining.  Some  of  the  open  privies  are  in  yards, 
common  to  several  houses,  and  they  give  rise  to  marked  nuisance. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — In  the  principle  thoroughfares 
removal  takes  place  daily,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  town  on  two  days  a  week. 
Attention  is  again  drawn  to  the  fact  that  unsuitable  receptacles  are  used  as 
dustbins,  and  that  they  may  be  found  on  the  pavement  at  all  hours  of  the 
day.  The  refuse  is  deposited  on  land  known  as  the  Pickle  Valley.  It  has 
been  decided  to  adopt  other  measures  for  the  disposal  of  refuse,  and  Dr. 
Holroyde  states  that  he  has  reason  to  expect  that  the  principle  of  using  a 
destructor  will  be  adopted. 

Housing  Matters  — Fifteen  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  during 
1914.  The  housing  question  is  discussed  at  length,  and  Dr.  Holroyde  shows 
that  the  difficulties  in  Chatham  are  increased,  owing  to  the  large  number  of 
casual  labourers  in  the  district.  Special  mention  is  made  of  the  insanitary 
conditions  existing  in  the  “  Brook  ”  area.  Dr.  Holroyde’s  observations  are 
quoted  fully  on  pages  80-82  of  this  report. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  under  the  Housing,  Town 


Planning,  Ac.  Act,  1909  : — 

Number  of  houses  inspected  .  261 

Number  of  houses  reported  under  section  17  .  22 

Number  of  houses  reported  under  section  15  .  119 

Number  unfit  for  habitation .  22 

Number  of  closing  orders  made .  22 

Number  put  into  habitable  condition  after  the  serving  of  closing 
orders .  14 

Number  put  into  a  fit  state  (sec.  15)  .  82 


There  were  also  120  houses  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Milk  Supply.— There  are  fourteen  cowsheds,  twelve  dairies  and  thirty-two 
milkshops.  Eight  statutory  notices  were  served  in  connection  with  these 
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premises.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  four  cases  where  analysis  showed  that 
milk  was  below  standard.  Convictions  were  obtained  in  all  cases.  Four 
samples  of  milk  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli  gave  no  evidence  of  disease. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  thirteen  slaughterhouses  in  use.  They 
have  been  under  constant  supervision.  The  advantages  of  a  public  abattoir 
are  pointed  out,  with  the  comment  that  there  seems  but  little  prospect  of  the 
establishment  of  such  a  building  until  compulsory  powers  for  closing  private 
slaughterhouses  are  obtained.  A  new  bye-law  has  been  passed  in  order  to 
limit  the  times  at  which  slaughtering  can  take  place.  Two  classes  of  offensive 
trades  are  carried  on  in  the  borough,  viz.,  gut  scraping  and  fish  frying.  In 
three  instances  notices  respecting  lack  of  cleanliness  were  served.  Ninety-nine 
visits  were  paid  to  the  factories  and  workshops.  Sixteen  defects  were  found, 
of  which  fifteen  have  been  remedied. 


Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  - 


Visits. 

Notices  Served. 

Common  lodging  houses  . 

94 

Preliminary  notices . 

120 

Cesspool  work  . 

71 

Public  Health  Act  ’75.  Sec.  91  ... 

84 

Complaints  and  general  nuisances  .. 

120 

9  9  9  9  9  9  44  '  •  ' 

1 

Drainage  work  . 

291 

99  99  99  36- 

42 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act . 

99 

(a)  Dustbins  . . 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act 

420 

(b)  Sufficient  w.  c.  ’s . 

24 

Houses  let  in  lodgings . 

128 

Public  Health  Act  75.  Sec.  49  &  50 

0 

Homes  of  outworkers  . 

1086 

P.H.  A.  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Sec.  22 

0 

House-to-house  inspections  . 

261 

„  „  1907  „  25 

15 

Infected  houses  ..  .  . . 

588 

5)  99  99  35 

3 

99  99  9  9  37 

0 

9  9  9  9  9  9  43 

0 

9  9  9  9  9  9  45 

0 

H ousing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act , ,  77 

22 

9  9  9  9  S  1 

100 
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CHERITON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.  K.  ROBINSON,  m.d. 

Area  in  Acres,  1,159. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  ]  914. 

Population  ...  7,091  ...  7,577  ...  8,016 

Inhabited  Houses  614  ...  763  ...  — 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate, 

one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 

Scarlet. 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

26-4 

10-8 

0-63 

1-00 

76 

7-61 

3-50 

_ 

I  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Adopted  Acts  -i  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

[  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.* 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  have  increased  as 
compared  with  those  rates  recorded  for  the  year  1913. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Ninety  cases  were  notified,  sixty-one  of  which  were 
referred  to  scarlet  fever,  twenty-eight  to  diphtheria  and  one  to  ophthalmia 
neonatorum.  These  figures  show  a  great  increase  as  compared  with  the  year 
1913.  Forty-eight  scarlet  fever  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  The  scarlet 
fever  epidemic  lasted  longer  than  it  should  have  done  owing  to  the  mild 
character  of  the  disease,  the  delay  in  notification,  and  the  extreme  carelessness 
of  those  in  charge  of  the  sufferers,  together  with  the  failure  promptly  to 
isolate  the  cases  in  hospital.  The  cases  of  diphtheria  had  to  be  treated  at 
home  owing  to  lack  of  suitable  hospital  accommodation.  This  defect  should 
be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible.  In  addition  to  the  above  cases,  sixteen  cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one  case  of  another  form  of  tuberculosis, 
were  notified  in  this  district  during  1914. 

Water  Supply. — The  district  is  furnished  with  a  constant  supply  of 
water,  of  excellent  quality,  from  the  mains  of  the  Folkestone  Water  Com¬ 
pany.  The  water  is  derived  from  the  chalk  formation.  All  the  houses  in 
this  district  are  connected  with  the  public  mains.  There  are  now  913 
premises  of  all  kinds  supplied  from  the  public  mains,  and  this  number  in¬ 
cludes  seven  new  houses  which  were  connected  during  1914. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  district  is  provided 
with  a  complete  water-carriage  system  of  sewerage,  the  bulk  of  the  sewage 
being  discharged  into  the  system  of  the  adjoining  town  of  Folkestone  on  one 
side,  whilst  a  small  portion  is  received  by  the  system  of  the  borough  of 
Hythe  on  the  other  side  of  the  district.  There  are  now  1,123  water-closets 


*  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV.  (with  the  exception  of  section  67),  and  V. 


Gheriton. 
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in  this  district,  irrespective  of  those  at  the  Shorncliffe  Camp  and  War  De¬ 
partment  buildings.  The  only  type  allowed  to  be  erected  is  the  straight- 
backed,  wash-down  pan,  with  a  water-waste  preventer  flushing  cistern  for 
each,  having  a  capacity  of  at  least  two  gallons. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — The  house-refuse  is  collected  by  a 
contractor,  and  deposited  at  the  Cheriton  brickfields,  where  it  is  used 
ultimately  for  brick-making  purposes,  etc.  Each  house  is  provided  with  a 
sanitary  dustbin,  the  contents  of  which  are  collected  weekly,  whilst  those  at 
schools  and  large  premises  are  emptied  twice  weekly.  The  Shorncliffe  Camp 
dustbins  are  emptied  daily.  Some  little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the 
collection  of  house-refuse  at  the  beginning  of  the  War,  owing  to  the  military 
authorities  commandeering  a  considerable  number  of  the  contractor’s  horses. 
These  horses  were,  however,  released  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  and  the 
normal  arrangements  were  then  resumed. 

Housing  Matters. — The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  section  17 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1909,  was  137.  Of  these,  thirty- 
three  were  found  defective  in  some  respect.  No  closing  orders  were  made. 
All  the  thirty-three  houses  found  to  be  defective  were  remedied  satisfactorily. 
Seven  new  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  during  1914.  There  are 
no  back-to-back  houses  or  cellar  dwellings  in  the  district. 

Milk  Supply. — The  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  were  inspected 
regularly  during  the  year.  There  are  now  six  of  these  premises  on  the 
council’s  register.  No  cases  of  tuberculosis  amongst  animals  at  the  dairy 
farms  came  under  observation  during  the  year.  Of  the  three  dairy  farmers 
in  the  district,  one,  the  largest  owner,  had  his  cows  subjected  to  the 
tuberculin  test.  It  is  not  stated  in  the  report  whether  or  not  any  of  these 
cows  re-acted  to  the  test.  No  samples  of  milk  were  collected  during  the  year 
either  for  chemical  or  bacteriological  examination. 

Food  Supply  other  than  Milk. — The  single  slaughterhouse  in  the 
district  was  inspected  regularly  during  times  of  slaughter.  No  carcasses  of 
diseased  animals  were  found. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — In  addition  to  the  inspections 
referred  to  above,  thirty-eight  inspections  of  workshops  were  made,  and 
nineteen  sets  of  drains  were  tested.  Eighty-nine  separate  premises  were 
disinfected  after  infectious  disease.  Mr.  Sherren,  the  Council’s  Surveyor  and 
Inspector,  who  was  already  in  H.M.  Territorial  Force,  was  called  upon  for 
full  service  at  the  time  of  mobilisation,  and  Mr.  W.  Coveney,  of  the  Borough 
Surveyor’s  Department  of  Folkestone,  was  appointed  to  fill  Mr.  Sherren’s 
position  during  the  period  of  the  war. 


124 


CH  ISLE  HURST. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  SCOTT  TEW,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  Acres,  2,791. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

7,429  ...  8,666  ...  9,110 

1,403  ...  1,576  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

0-55  17  1-87  1-32  — 

|  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  -  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

[  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.* 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  still  maintain  the 
satisfactory  level  at  which  they  have  been  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  the 
birth-rate  being  19’4  per  1,000  and  the  death-rate  9’0  per  1,000.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate,  already  very  low,  again  shows  a  reduction,  the  rate 
now  being  at  the  low  figure  of  17  per  1,000. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  year  was  fifty,  viz.,  scarlet  fever  seventeen,  diphtheria  twelve, 
erysipelas  eight,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  two,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  eight, 
and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  three..  Two  deaths  occurred  from  diphtheria. 
Infectious  cases  are  removed  to  the  Bromley  and  Beckenham  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  altogether  twenty  cases — ten  scarlet  fever  and  ten  diphtheria 
— were  taken  there  for  treatment  during  the  year.  The  question  of  providing 
a  separate  isolation  hospital  for  the  district  itself,  has  been  discussed, 
but  no  decision  has  yet  been  arrived  at. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supplied  to  this  district  by  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board,  is  derived  from  stored  and  filtered  river  water  and  from  chalk 
wells  in  Kent.  The  supply  has  been  generally  considered  satisfactory,  but 
the  system  of  storage  in  cisterns  leaves  room  for  improvement,  which  could  be 
effected  by  having  a  supply  direct  from  the  mains.  The  hardness  of  the  water 
is  commented  on  unfavourably  by  Dr.  Tew. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  of  the  town  is  almost  entirely  on  the  water- 
carriage  system,  the  effluent  being  carried  into  the  West  Kent  main  sewer. 

*Parts  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V.,  VII.  (Part  of  Section  81),  VIII.  and  IX. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

19-4  9-0  0-22 


Ghislehurst. 
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There  are  only  a  few  cesspools,  and  these  are  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the 
district  not  within  access  of  the  sewer. 

Scavenging. — Refuse  is  collected  regularly  at  least  every  seven  days, 
and  in  the  hot  weather  it  is  collected  twice  weekly.  The  council  have  a 
large  area  of  land  on  which  to  dispose  of  the  refuse,  and  there  is  ample  room 
thereon  for  the  erection  of  a  destructor  should  this  be  decided  upon  at  a 
later  date. 

Housing  Matters. — Since  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909, 
came  into  force,  562  houses  have  been  inspected.  During  1914  fifty-two 
houses  were  inspected,  in  all  of  which  defects  were  found  ;  in  twenty-four  of 
these,  repairs  were  effected  on  receipt  of  preliminary  notices,  and  in  the 
remaining  cases  the  work  was  in  hand  at  the  end  of  December. 

Milk  Supply.— There  are  now  sixteen  persons  on  the  register,  viz., 
purveyors  thirteen,  dairyman  and  purveyor  one,  cowkeeper  one,  and  cow- 
keeper,  dairyman  and  purveyor  one.  One  set  of  premises  changed  hands 
during  the  year,  and  slight  improvements  thereto  were  effected  at  the  time  of 
the  transfer,  on  Dr.  Tew’s  advice  to  the  council. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  only  two  slaughterhouses  now  being 
used  in  the  district  and  these  have  been  under  regular  inspection  during  the 
year.  Factories  and  workshops  have  also  been  visited  regularly,  and  any 
defects  have  been  remedied. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — In  addition  to  premises 
inspected  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  7230  visits  and 
re-inspections  have  been  made  and  149  nuisances  have  been  found.  During  the 
year  fourteen  complaints  were  received  and  investigated,  and  the  defects  were 
made  good.  Fifty-eight  rooms  were  disinfected,  the  clothing  by  means  of  a 
solution  of  Izal,  and  the  walls  and  bedding  being  sprayed  with  a  solution  of 
Formic  Aldehyde  by  means  of  an  Equifex  spray  pump. 
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DARTFORD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  HAMILTON,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  Acres,  4,242. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  18,644  ...  23,609  ...  26,210 

Inhabited  Houses  3,044  ...  3,717  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 


Zymotic 

Phthisis 

Rate  of  Deaths  under 

per  1.000  of  the  population. 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

Death 

one  year  of  age  to 

Scarlet 

Enteric 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

1,000  Births. 

Fever. 

Diphtheria.  Fever. 

20-0 

8-7 

0-39 

0-50 

66 

6-11 

1-83  0-31 

f  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (parts 
Adopted  Acts  <  II.,  III.  and  V.) 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (in  part). 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  have  fallen  during 
the  year.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  has  declined  from  100  to  66. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  cases  of  infectious 
disease  were  notified  during  the  year.  They  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 
Diphtheria  forty-eight,  erysipelas  thirty-four,  scarlet  fever  one  hundred  and 
sixty,  enteric  fever  eight,  puerperal  fever  one,  phthisis  thirty-three,  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis  ten,  measles  180,  chicken-pox  164.  The  decrease,  as  compared 
with  the  figures  recorded  for  1913,  is  attributable  to  the  decline  in  prevalence 
of  measles. 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  cases  were  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital 
in  Bow  Arrow  Lane. 

Water  Supply. — The  water-supply  is  obtained  from  deep  wells,  and  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board.  The  organic  purity  is  said  to 
be  excellent,  but  the  water  is  very  hard.  It  is  recommended  that  some 
water-softening  process  should  be  adopted.  Thirty-one  houses  are  supplied 
from  eleven  private  wells.  These  wells  are  kept  under  close  supervision. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  removal  of  excreta 
is  principally  by  water-carriage  into  the  West  Kent  main  sewer.  All  sewers  west 
of  Kent  Road  flow  directly  into  the  main  sewer  by  gravitation,  but  east  of 
that  line  the  sewage  has  to  be  lifted.  About  fifty  houses  are  not  connected 
with  the  sewer,  chiefly  from  want  of  sewer  accommodation.  Of  these,  twenty 
use  earth-closets,  and  the  remaining  thirty  have  cesspools. 
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A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  arranged  for  the  whole  of  the  district,  but 
in  the  business  centre  of  the  town  there  is  a  collection  two  or-  three  times  a 
week,  or  oftener  if  necessary.  The  refuse  is  burned  in  a  high  temperature 
destructor. 

A  remodelling  of  the  Nuisance  Bye-laws  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year.  Stable  and  other  manure  must  now  be  removed  weekly. 

Housing  Matters. — Four  hundred  and  nine  houses  were  inspected 
according  to  the  regulations  issued  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac. 
Act,  1909.  Representations  were  made  with  a  view  to  the  issuing  of  closing 
orders  in  ten  instances,  and  six  such  orders  were  made. 

Forty-six  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported  during  the  year,  and 
in  many  cases  this  condition  still  prevails,  owing  to  the  lack  of  housing 
accommodation.  The  question  of  housing  has  been  considered  at  a  special 
meeting  of  the  public.  Evidence  was  adduced  that  the  existing  needs  are  not 
sufficiently  met  by  private  enterprise,  and  a  municipal  scheme  has  been 
prepared.  The  scheme  now  awaits  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

Milk  Supply. — About  two-thirds  of  the  milk  supply  comes  from  outside 
districts.  It  is  reported  to  be  fairly  satisfactory.  A  quarterly  inspection  is 
made  of  all  milch  cows  in  the  district.  Three  cows  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  tuberculosis. 

There  are  six  cowkeepers,  five  dairymen  and  ten  milk  sellers  on  the 
register. 

Regulated  Trades — The  three  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  have  been 
visited  regularly.  Several  nuisances  found  at  workshops  have  been  remedied 
without  the  necessity  for  any  notices  being  served. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances, — The  following  is  a  summary  of 


work  done  : — 

Houses  fumigated  . 

128 

Visits  to  workshops . . 

.  75 

Complaints  received  and  investigated 

229 

Houses  systematically  inspected  . 

.  995 

Visits  to  common  lodging  houses . 

74 

Drains  tested  with  water  . . . 

.  155 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  . 

102 

Drains  tested  with  smoke  . 

.  203 

Visits  to  houses  where  zymotic  diseases 

Preliminary  notices  served . 

.  308 

have  occurred  . 

166 

Preliminary  notices  complied  with  .. 

.  253 

Visits  to  stables  and  yards  . . 

320 

Preliminary  notices  in  hand  . 

.  55 

Visits  to  wharves . 

12 

Council  orders  served . 

36 

Visits  to  milkshops  and  cowsheds  ... 

60 

Council  orders  complied  with  . 

32 

Visits  to  fish-shops,  butchers’ shops,  etc. 

105 

Council  orders  in  hand  . 

4 
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DEAL. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  ALFRED  MASON,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 


Area  in  Acres, 

1,114. 

Census  1901. 

Census  1911. 

Estimated  1914. 

Population  . , . 

10,581 

11,295 

11,529 

Inhabited  Houses 

2,342 

2,403 

— 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 

Scarlet 

Fever.  Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

2D3 

15-5 

0-87 

1-05 

70 

9-89  0-80 

0T8 

Adopted  Acts  | 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (parts  of). 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  infantile  mortality  rate  have 
declined,  whilst  the  death-rate  shows  a  considerable  increase. 

Infectious  Diseases. — There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  noti¬ 
fications  of  infectious  disease  received,  142  cases  being  notified  as  against 
fifty-three  in  1913.  The  increase  in  number  is  due  to  the  greater  prevalence 
of  scarlet  fever,  but  fortunately  the  disease  was  mild  in  all  cases.  The 
various  infectious  diseases  were  distributed  as  follows: — Scarlet  fever  114, 
diphtheria  nine,  enteric  fever  two,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  one,  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  fifteen  and  other  forms  for  tuberculosis  one. 

The  isolation  hospital  is  the  property  of  the  Deal  Town  Council,  and 
accommodates  infectious  diseases  for  the  Deal  and  Walmer  Councils  and  the 
Dover  (Deal  Division)  Port  Sanitary  Authority.  On  the  outbreak  of  war,  a 
special  inspector  from  the  Local  Government  Board  visited  the  district  to 
enquire  into  the  adequacy  of  means  for  isolating  cases  of  small-pox.  It  was 
decided  that  steps  must  be  taken  to  make  full  provision  for  hospital  accommo¬ 
dation  for  this  disease,  and  a  satisfactory  agreement  was  come  to  whereby  the 
Sandwich,  Deal  and  Walmer  Urban  District  Councils,  and  the  Bridge  and 
Eastry  Rural  District  Councils,  jointly  leased  a  suitable  building  at  Hammil, 
near  Eastry.  The  tenancy  of  the  hospital  is  to  continue  during  the  present 
war,  and  for  three  months  after. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  is  supplied  from  the  waterworks  of  the 
joint  board  of  the  district  councils  of  Deal  and  Walmer.  Samples  have  been 
frequently  taken,  and  the  analyses  continue  to  show  that  the  supply  is  of  great 
purity.  In  view  of  the  war  conditions,  more  frequent  samples  have  been 
taken. 


Deal.  Dover. 
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Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  system  of  drainage, 
completed  in  1901,  by  means  of  which  the  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  sea 
at  the  north  end  of  the  town,  continues  to  give  satisfaction,  and  is  adequate 
for  the  needs  of  the  town. 

Scavenging. — House-refuse  is  removed  in  the  council’s  covered  carts 
three  times  weekly,  and  is  deposited  at  a  depot  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
borough. 

Housing  Matters. — No  closing  orders  were  required  during  the  year. 
One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  houses  were  inspected,  and  in  every  instance 
the  defects  have  been  remedied.  The  chief  defects  seem  to  have  been  the 
lack  of  provision  of  suitable  refuse  receptacles,  and  this  important  matter 
should  receive  attention. 

Milk  Supply. — The  milk  supply  in  three  instances  was  not  satisfactory, 
and  in  one  case  there  was  a  prosecution  with  conviction.  There  are  three 
cowsheds  on  the  register,  and  nine  dairies  and  milkshops. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  eleven  slaughterhouses — an  increase  of  one  on 
last  year — have  received  frequent  attention,  and  three  have  been  served  with 
notices  in  respect  of  small  defects.  The  factories  and  bakehouses  have  been 
under  regular  supervision,  and  in  a  few,  small  defects  have  been  found,  and 
have  been  readilv  remedied. 

i / 


DOVER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.  K.  ROBINSON,  m.d. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  'Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

20-9  11-3  1-02 


Area  in  Acres,  1,948. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated.  1914. 

42,672  ...  43.645  ...  44,154 

7,508  ...  7,439  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1.000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever, 

0-84  74  3-58  2*41  R14 


(  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Adopted  Acts  4  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

[  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.* 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate,  death-rate,  and  infantile  mortality 
rate,  were  lower  than  the  corresponding  rates  recorded  during  1913. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Three  hundred  ano  eighteen  cases  were  notified, 
of  which  158  were  referred  to  scarlet  fever,  106  to  diphtheria,  six  to  enterio 


*  Parts  II.  and  III.,  Sec.  52  to  67  of  Part  IV.,  Part  V„  Sec.  93  and  95  of  Part  X. 
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fever,  six  to  puerperal  fever,  and  eight  to  ophthalmia  neonatorum.  Fifteen 
Belgian  refugees  were  also  taken  to  the  isolation  hospital  for  observation  as 
suspeeted  scarlet  fever  cases,  and  one  Belgian  refugee  as  a  suspected  case  of 
enteric  fever.  Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  of  1912, 
fifty-seven  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  thirty-three  new  cases  of 
other  forms  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  One  hundred  and 
twenty-three  of  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  eighty-four  of  diphtheria,  and  three 
of  the  cases  of  enteric  fever,  were  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital  for 
segregation  and  treatment. 

Water  Supply. — The  borough  is  provided  with  a  pure  and  constant 
supply  of  water  from  the  council’s  own  works,  the  water  being  drawn  from 
the  chalk  formation.  The  total  yield  from  the  water-works  in  twenty-four 
hours  is  now  2,258,720  gallons.  Samples  of  the  supply  are  analysed 
periodically  by  the  public  analyst,  the  results  showing  the  water  to  be  of 
excellent  quality. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — There  are  still  about 
twelve  earth-closets,  and  twenty-five  pail-closets  in  use  in  outlying  portions  of 
the  town,  while  in  that  part  of  the  parish  of  River  which  is  at  present  un¬ 
sewered,  water-closets  discharging  into  cesspools  are  mostly  in  vogue.  There 
are  about  fifty -nine  of  these  cesspools  which  are  emptied  regularly  by  the 
Town  Council,  and  one  shilling  per  annum  is  charged  to  each  householder  for 
whom  this  service  is  carried  out. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — A  contractor  collects  the  house-refuse 
daily,  except  in  the  sub-parish  of  River,  where  it  is  collected  twice  weekly. 
Part  of  the  collected  material  is  conveyed  to  lay-stalls,  outside  the  borough 
boundary,  while  the  remainder  is  loaded  into  a  hopper-barge,  by  which  it  is 
conveyed  one  mile  out  to  sea  in  the  tideway,  and  there  discharged. 

Housing  Matters. — About  4,000  houses  in  the  borough  come  within  the 
limits  of  rental  specified  in  section  14  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac.j 
Act,  1909.  Two  hundred  and  eight  houses  were  inspected  under  section  17  of 
the  Act,  and  of  these  189  were  found  defective  in  some  respect.  Twenty  houses 
were  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  nineteen  closing  orders  were  made. 
There  are  no  cellar  dwellings,  but  there  were  sixty -seven  houses  at  the  end 
of  the  year  without  through  ventilation. 

Milk  Supply. — There  are  105  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  on  the 
council’s  register.  They  were  inspected  on  two  hundred  and  twenty-four 
occasions  and  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  About  fifty  cows  are  kept 
within  the  borough.  So  far  as  is  known,  none  of  the  dairy  farmers  had  their 
cows  tested  with  tuberculin  during  1914,  and  no  samples  of  milk  were  collected 
for  bacteriological  examination. 
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Regulated  Trades.— Factories,  workshops,  food-places  and  slaughter¬ 
houses  were  inspected,  and  the  defects  found  were  remedied.  Many  articles 
were  condemned  during  the  year,  as  being  unfit  for  food. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — In  addition  to  the  work  referred  to 
above,  103  complaints  from  inhabitants  were  received  during  1914,  while  618 
nuisances,  Ac.,  were  discovered  by  the  inspectors. 

Six  hundred  and  eight  preliminary  notices,  and  twenty-five  statutory 
notices  were  served  during  the  year.  Of  the  preliminary  notices,  the  require¬ 
ments  were  complied  with  in  562  cases,  and  all  the  requirements  of  the' 
statutory  notices  were  complied  with. 


ERITH. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  E.  JERMAN,  m.b. 
Area  in  Acres,  3,859. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 


Census  1901. 

25,296 
4,291 

Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 


Estimated  1914. 

30,562 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 


Census  1911. 

27,750 

4,654 


27-3  12-9  1-25  0-99 


92  10-05  2-82  0-72 


f  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  J  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (part  of). 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics  — The  birth-rate  of  27*3  per  1,000  shows  a  very 
satisfactory  increase  on  that  of  the  previous  year,  but  unfortunately  the 
death-rate  and  the  infantile  mortality  also  show  considerable  increases. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of  infectious  cases  notified 
during  the  year  was  493,  distributed  as  follows : — Scarlet  fever  307, 
diphtheria  eighty-six,  erysipelas  seven,  enteric  fever  twenty -two,  puerperal 
fever  two,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  six,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  one, 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  fifty-two,  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ten.  The 
considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  infectious  cases  notified  during  the 
year  is  chiefly  due  to  the  greater  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever ;  fortunately 
the  epidemic  was  of  a  mild  character,  and  only  one  death  occurred.  Out  of 
the  whole  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  231  were  removed  to  the  isolation 
hospital.  The  only  other  infectious  disease  that  showed  an  increase  was  diph- 
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theria,  in  which  there  were  eighty-six  cases  as  compared  with  thirty-eight  in 
the  previous  year.  Three  deaths  occurred  from  diphtheria.  No  details  are 
mentioned  regarding  the  case  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  notified. 

Water  Supply. — The  district  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board.  In  230  houses  some  defect  was  found  in  the  water  supply. 
In  the  large  majority  of  cases  the  drinking  water  was  obtained  from  cisterns 
which  had  no  proper  cover  to  prevent  access  of  dust  to  the  water. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  greater  portion  of 
the  district  is  drained  by  the  main  sewer,  but  the  low-lying  parts  drain  into  a 
sewer  worked  by  Shone’s  ejectors,  and  this  discharges  into  the  main  sewer. 
Analyses  of  the  effluent  are  constantly  made  and  the  reports  continue 
satisfactory.  The  few  houses  that  drain  into  an  old  brick  sewer,  which 
discharges  direct  into  the  Thames,  are  being  gradually  disconnected  and 
connected  to  the  main  sewerage  system.  The  cesspools  in  the  marshy  parts 
are  also  being  gradually  reduced  and  are  closely  watched, 

Scavenging. — House-refuse  is  collected  by  the  council  throughout  the 
district  twice  a  week.  Sanitary  dustbins  are  being  used  in  increased  numbers. 

Housing  Matters. — Owing  to  the  war  a  large  increase  occurred  in  the 
number  of  labourers  required,  and  in  addition  a  large  number  of  refugees  came 
to  reside  in  the  district.  Considerable  overcrowding  was  due  to  the  above 
causes,  but  at  the  time  Messrs.  Vickers,  Ltd.,  erected  a  large  number  of 
houses  for  the  labouring  class,  just  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  district,  and 
it  is  hoped  these  will  largely  assist  in  meeting  the  demand  for  accommodation. 
During  the  year  1,028  houses  were  inspected.  As  a  result  of  these  inspections 
781  preliminary  notices  were  served,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  defects 
were  remedied.  No  closing  orders  were  made. 

Milk  Supply. — The  number  of  cowsheds,  and  of  dairymen  and  purveyors 
of  milk,  remains  the  same  as  last  year.  No  case  of  tuberculosis  occurred 
amongst  the  cows  in  the  district. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  three  registered  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district,  all  of  which  have  been  under  regular  inspection.  Of  the  fourteen 
bakehouses  in  the  district  none  are  underground. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances — The  following  is  a  summary 


of  some  of  the  work  done  : — 
Houses  inspected  . 

...  1028 

Factories  inspected  . 

.  62 

Defective  drainage . 

301 

Workshops  inspected  . 

.  67 

Defective  paving  . 

201 
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FAVERSHAM. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  CHARLES  J.  EVERS,  m.d. 

Area  in  Acres,  685. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  11,290  ...  10,619  ...  10,900 

Inhabited  Houses  2,488  ...  2,213  ..  — 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  ot  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth 

Death 

Death 

Death 

one  year  of  age  to 

Scarlet 

Enteric 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

1,000  Births. 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Fever. 

21*5 

13*2 

0-83 

0-56 

94 

1-75 

3-58 

0-37 

f  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  -j  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

[  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  was  21 ‘5,  which  is  about  the  average 
for  the  last  six  years  but  rather  below  the  rate  for  last  year,  viz.,  23‘9.  The 
death-rate  was  slightly  higher  and  the  infantile  mortality  shows  an  unfortunate 
increase. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Ninety-eight  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
during  the  year.  This  compares  very  favourably  with  the  previous  year’s  pre¬ 
valence.  The  cases  notified  were  as  follows  Diphtheria  thirty-nine,  erysipelas 
sixteen,  scarlet  fever  nineteen,  puerperal  fever  one,  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
two,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  thirteen  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  four. 
Numerous  swabs  and  specimens  have  been  sent  to  the  county  laboratory, 
and  the  results  have  proved  very  useful  in  checking  or  confirming  the 
diagnosis  in  doubtful  cases  of  infectious  disease.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
cases  were  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital  at  Kennaways. 

Water  Supply. — The  public  water-supply  is  from  the  reservoirs  of  the 
Water  Company,  and  the  water  is  pumped  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk.  The 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  supply  are  excellent,  and  its  hardness,  from  the 
chalky  origin,  is  only  of  a  temporary  character.  Samples  analysed  during 
the  year  have  all  been  good. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  new  system  of  sewerage  referred  to  in 
last  year’s  report,  is  now  completed  and  has  been  working  most  successfully. 
Most  of  the  houses  in  the  borough  are  provided  with  water  closets,  but  at 
present  only  a  few  are  equipped  with  flushing  cisterns. 

Scavenging. — -The  scavenging  and  street  watering  are  done  by  the 
authority  itself  under  the  management  of  the  borough  surveyor.  The  refuse 
is  carted  to  a  depot  outside  the  borough  and  there  burnt. 
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Housing  Matters. — Two  hundred  and  forty  six  houses  were  inspected 
and  none  was  found  unfit  for  habitation.  In  one  hundred  and  eighty  houses, 
defects  were  found.  Eighty-nine  defects  still  remain  to  be  remedied. 

Milk  Supply. — In  no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  prosecute  any  milk 
vendor  for  adulteration.  There  are  eight  large  purveyors  of  milk  supplying 
the  population,  of  whom  two  are  resident  in  the  borough  and  six  outside. 
Careful  inspection  and  supervision  has  been  maintained  during  the  year. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  slaughterhouses  are  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year.  The  bakehouses  are  two  less  than  last  year,  the  number  being 
now  sixteen.  Inspection  has  been  regular,  and  every  attempt  has  been  made 
to  carry  out  the  bye-laws.  There  are  129  factories  and  workshops  in  the 
district,  of  which  310  inspections  have  been  made. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — A  large  proportion  of  the 
work  has  been  in  connection  with  house-to-house  inspection,  and  has  resulted 
in  the  discovery  of  a  large  number  of  defects.  The  provision  of  satisfactory 
dust  and  refuse  receptacles  has  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  effected. 


FOLKESTONE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


M.  G.  YUNGE-BATEMAN,  m.r.c.s., 


L.S.A.,  D.P.Ii. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


Area  in  Acres,  2,325. 


Census  1901. 

30,379 

5,379 


Census  1911. 

33,042 

5,483 


Estimated  1914. 

34,163 


Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

17-8  10-5  0-33 


Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 

0-88  62 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

3-99  IT  5  0T5 


Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  was  slightly  lower  than  in  1913, 
the  death-rate  was  the  same,  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  maintains  a  steady 
decrease.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  of  62  is  the  lowest  on  record,  with  the 
exception  of  that  in  1910,  when  it  was  61  per  1,000. 

Infectious  Diseases.— -Owing  to  the  war  and  to  the  large  influx  of 
refugees,  the  work  of  the  sanitary  staff  was  greatly  increased,  but  it  was 
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energetically  carried  on  with  great  devotion  by  the  whole  staff.  The  Local 
Government  Board  sent  down  their  inspector  to  put  into  operation  certain 
recommendations  rendered  necessary  by  the  sudden  crisis.  The  special  works 
necessary  were  briefly  as  follows 

(1)  Medical  inspection  at  the  Port  of  all  passengers  landing. 

(2)  Detention  of  cases,  or  suspicious  cases,  of  infectious  disease. 

(3)  House  for  observation  purposes  for  suspicious  cases. 

(4)  Disinfection  and  cleansing  of  dirty  persons  and  clothing. 

(5)  Increased  accommodation  at  the  small-pox  hospital. 

All  vessels  were  inspected,  and  any  case  of  suspicion  was  detained.  In 
several  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  cleanse  persons  before  they  were 
allowed  to  land,  and  this  was  done  under  the  direction  of  the  sanitary  staff. 
The  following  table  summarises  the  results  of  the  detentions  : — 

Subsequently  removed 


Diphtheria  . 

Number. 

5 

Contacts. 

12 

to  sanatorium, 

5 

,,  (carriers),...., . 

2 

— 

2 

,,  (susp)  . 

1 

— 

1 

Enteric  Fever . 

2 

— 

2 

Measles  . 

5 

9 

— 

„  (susp)  . 

] 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

5 

8 

— 

Skin  Disease  . 

2 

1 

— 

Suspicious  . 

2 

— 

— 

Washed  before  being  allowed 
proceed  . 

to 

...  50 

— 

— 

75 

31 

11 

Seventy  notifications  were  forwarded  to  other  authorities  in  respect  of 
196  refugees,  warning  the  authorities  that  such  refugees  were  proceeding  to 
their  district. 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  the  small-pox 
hospital. 

Three  hundred  and  forty-one  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
received,  apportioned  in  the  following  manner: — Scarlet  fever  136,  small-pox 
two,  diphtheria  thirty-nine,  erysipelas  eleven,  enteric  fever  five,  puerperal 
fever  one,  poliomyelitis  one,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  two,  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  114,  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  twenty-three,  and  chicken-pox 
seven.  One  hundred  and  sixty-four  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  removed 
to  hospital,  including  the  two  cases  of  small-pox  which  were  discovered 
among  Belgian  refugees  from  Liege. 
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Water  Supply.— The  whole  district  is  supplied  on  the  constant  system, 
from  the  wells  and  the  five  reservoirs  of  the  Folkestone  Waterworks  Co.  No 
complaints  have  been  made  as  to  the  quality  or  quantity  of  the  supply. 
Analyses  of  the  water  have  proved  its  excellent  quality,  and  ample  facilities 
are  provided  for  increasing  the  supply  at  a  future  period,  if  required  by  an 
increased  population. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — With  the  exception  of 
half  a  dozen  houses  lying  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  all  the  sewage  is 
disposed  of  by  means  of  water-carriage,  which  discharges  the  untreated  sewage 
directly  into  the  sea. 

Permission  has  been  granted  to  the  council  to  obtain  a  loan  to  carry  out 
a  plan  for  the  extension  of  the  sewer  outfall  in  an  eastward  direction  to  a 
point  in  deep  water  off  Copt  Point.  Plans  have  been  approved  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.  A  report  was  being  prepared  before  the  issue  of  tenders, 
when  the  council  intimated  that  the  matter  must  be  deferred  for  the  present. 

The  present  building  bye-laws  apply  only  to  new  buildings,  and  the 
sanitary  defects  in  old  buildings  are  frequently  remedied  by  private  individuals 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  sanitary  authority.  It  is  suggested  that  in 
framing  new  bye-laws  notice  should  be  given  to  the  sanitary  authority  of 
every  case  in  which  a  drain  has  been  opened. 

Scavenging.  —  Refuse,  “  house  ”  and  “  trade,”  is  collected  by  the 
corporation  in  covered  carts  at  least  three  times  a  week,  and  from  the  busiest 
parts  of  the  town  and  large  hotels  more  frequently.  All  refuse  is  taken  to 
the  destructor,  and  the  products  thereof  are  economically  used  for  various 
works  in  the  town  and  district. 

Housing  Matters. — Systematic  house-to-house  inspection  has  continued 
to  be  carried  on,  and  special  rapid  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  working- 
class  houses  to  ensure  the  prompt  removal  of  refuse  and  the  proper  storage  of 
food,  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  epidemic  diarrhoea  among  children.  A 
number  of  inspections  of  houses  where  soldiers  were  billeted  was  made,  and  in 
the  few  cases  where  overcrowding  was  found  this  was  remedied  on  verbal 
request. 

There  is  an  insufficiency  of  houses  suitable  for  artizans’  dwellings,  but 
Dr.  Yunge- Bateman  states  that  there  is  a  tendency  now  to  build  houses  of  the 
four-roomed  type,  and  the  erection  of  a  further  number  is  under  contemplation 
in  the  near  future. 

Milk  Supply. — The  supply  of  milk  is  mainly  imported  from  outside  the 
area,  which,  together  with  that  supplied  from  cowsheds  within  the  district, 
is  kept  under  constant  supervision  and  samples  are  taken  at  frequent 
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intervals.  Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  twenty  samples  were  submitted  to 
the  county  laboratory,  and  in  three  instances  tubercle  bacilli  were  reported. 
The  medical  officers  of  the  districts,  from  whence  the  defective  samples  came, 
were  communicated  with  and  their  co-operation  was  obtained  in  the  matter. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  number  of  registered  and  licensed  slaughter¬ 
houses  remains  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  but  their  situation  and 
unsatisfactory  condition  renders  them  objectionable  from  the  hygienic,  as  well 
as  the  humane,  point  of  view.  Dr.  Yunge-Bateman  points  out  the  advantage 
to  the  town  that  the  establishment  of  a  public  abattoir  would  confer.  The 
majority  of  bakehouses  are  in  good  condition  and  the  defects  found  during  the 
year  were  dealt  with  by  notice.  The  inspection  of  factories  and  workshops 
during  the  year  has  been  thorough.  Ninety -four  samples  of  food  and  drugs 
were  taken  and  in  two  instances  proceedings  were  instituted  and  were,  in  each 
case,  successful. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances.— The  report  of  the  inspector 
shows  continued  activity  and  supervision  by  himself,  assisted  by  his  staff. 


FOOTSCRAY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  SCOTT  TEW,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


Area  in  Acres,  3*043. 


Census  1901. 

5,81 7  f 
1, 1641- 


Census  1911. 

8,493 

1,511 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

16-8  10-0  1-00 


Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 

0-78  73 


Estimated  1914 

9,077 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

3-09  3*64  — 


Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (parts 
2  and  3). 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.* 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  of  1 6 *8,  although  low  compared  with 
the  average  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  is  a  marked  improvement  for  the 


*  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V.,  VI.,  Sections  81  and  86  of  part  VII.  Parts  VIII.,  IX.,  and 
Section  95  of  part  X. 

f  These  figures  do  not  include  Lamorbey  Ward,  now  transferred  to  this  district 
from  Bexlev. 
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district,  and  is  the  highest  since  1911.  The  actual  number  of  births  registered 
is  the  highest  since  the  district  was  formed  in  1902.  Both  the  death-rate 
and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  show  an  increase. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Seventy-five  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
during  the  year,  being  a  slight  increase  on  the  cases  in  the  previous 
year.  The  notifications  were  distributed  in  the  following  manner  : — 
Diphtheria  thirty-three,  scarlet  fever  twenty-eight,  erysipelas  one,  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  nine,  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  four.  The  number  of 
cases  of  diphtheria  showed  a  serious  increase,  and  seven  deaths  occurred. 

Housing  Matters. — During  1914  twenty-four  houses  were  inspected, 
and  defects  were  found  in  twenty-three  of  them.  After  notice,  all  require¬ 
ments  were  complied  with  before  the  end  of  the  year.  No  closing  orders 
were  required. 

Drainage,  etc. — -With  the  exception  of  about  three  cesspools,  the  whole 
of  the  district  is  on  the  water-carriage  system,  and  the  sewage  passes  into  the 
West  Kent  main  sewer.  All  closets  are  supplied  with  flush  cisterns. 

Milk  Supply.— -Six  names  are  on  the  register,  and  two  purveyors  of  milk 
live  outside  the  district.  The  premises  have  been  well  kept,  and  no  inter¬ 
ference  has  been  needed. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  number  of  slaughterhouses  remains  the  same 
as  last  year,  and  no  action  has  been  required.  The  workshops  have  increased 
by  three,  the  number  now  being  forty-seven.  No  infringement  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act  has  occurred  to  Dr.  Tew’s  knowledge. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — No  serious  insanitary  conditions 
were  found,  and  such  minor  defects  as  were  discovered  were  remedied  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  persons  concerned.  In  no  case  was  legal  proceedings 
required. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health,  E.  C.  WARREN,  l.r.c.p.,  l.s.a. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


Area  in  Acres,  4,988. 


Census  1901.  Census  1911. 

42,745  ...  52,252 

7,806  ...  9,545 


Estimated  1914. 

54,641 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate, 

Death 

Rate. 

one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

22-7 

12-6 

0-84 

0-93 

100 

3-68 

3-12 

0-19 

Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907, 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  remains  unchanged,  whilst  the  death- 
rate  has  increased.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  100  per  1,000  during 
1914,  compared  with  76  during  1913. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Five  hundred  and  sixty-five  notifications  of 
infectious  disease  were  received  during  the  year.  These  included  201  cases 
of  scarlet-fever,  170  of  diphtheria,  and  ten  of  enteric  fever,  together  with  103 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  twenty-six  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 
One  hundred  and  ninety-seven  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  removed  to  the 
isolation  hospital.  Dr.  Warren  again  points  out  that  the  isolation  hospital 
is  very  unsatisfactory.  There  are  no  observation  wards,  no  reception  ward, 
no  discharge  block,  and  no  proper  administrative  block. 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  to  this  district,  which  comes  from  the 
waterworks  at  Luton,  is  of  good  quality ;  it  is  derived  from  wells  in  the  chalk. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewerage  extends  to 
nearly  all  parts  of  the  district.  There  are  still  a  few  cesspools  in  outlying 
parts  where  no  sewer  is  available.  The  sewage  is  carried  away  by  natural 
gravitation  to  a  spot  near  the  river,  where  it  is  treated  with  lime  and  alumino- 
ferric  by  the  precipitation  method.  The  resulting  effluent  passes  into  the  river 
and  the  sludge  is  used  as  manure. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — Refuse  is  collected  three  times  a 
week.  Horses  and  carts  are  supplied  on  contract,  and  the  refuse  is  tipped  by 
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the  side  of  the  Medway,  near  the  sewage  works.  It  is  hoped  that  bye-laws 
will  presently  be  passed  which  will  enable  the  sanitary  department  to  insist 
on  suitable  receptacles  only,  being  used  as  dustbins. 

Housing  Matters. — The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried 
out  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909: — Premises  inspected, 
431  ;  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  thirty-five;  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders,  376  ;  closing  orders  made, 
twenty-eight ;  houses  put  in  a  fit  state  for  human  habitation  after  closing  orders, 
three  ;  houses  demolished,  thirteen ;  and  number  of  notices  served  under 
section  15  (repairs),  eleven.  In  addition  to  the  above,  over  four  hundred 
notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Milk  Supply. — A  large  proportion  of  the  milk  used  comes  from  places 
outside  the  borough.  The  veterinary  inspector  examines  periodically  the 
cows  in  the  district,  whilst  the  state  of  their  sheds  is  supervised  by  the 
sanitary  inspectors.  No  further  details  under  this  heading  are  given. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  nine  slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected 
frequently.  New  bye-laws  are  proposed  which  will  oblige  occupiers  to  notify 
the  council  when  slaughtering  is  to  take  place  between  certain  hours.  A 
quantity  of  meat  has  been  seized  or  surrendered  during  the  year.  In  only 
one  instance  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings.  Two  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  visits  were  paid  to  the  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district. 
All  defects  found  have  been  remedied. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  following  is  an  extract  from 


the  summary  of  work  done  : — 

Preliminary  notices  sent  . 

628 

Cesspools  emptied  . 

234 

Statutory  notices  sent  . 

293 

Overcrowding  abated  . 

14 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  of 

Yards  repaved . 

174 

houses  . 

6587 

Ventilation  under  floors  provided . 

22 

Drains  cleared .  . 

1523 

Filthy  houses  cleansed  by  tenants  ... 

29 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health,  C.  D.  OUTRED,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 


Area  in  Acres,  1,260. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

23-7  12-8  1-06 


Census  1901. 

27,196 
5,008 

Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 

0-92  81 


Estimated  1914. 

28,412 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

2-75  1-24  0-46 


Census  1911. 

28,115 

4,842 


Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (in  part). 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  of  23*7  is  slightly  lower  than  that  for 
the  previous  year,  but  agrees  with  the  average  rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales.  Both  death-rate  and  infantile  mortality  rate  show  a  satisfactory 
decrease,  the  latter  especially  after  the  marked  increase  in  1913. 


Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year,  222  cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  notified,  as  against  280  cases  in  1913.  The  reduction  in  number  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there  were  192  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  1913, 
whereas  in  1914  only  78  were  notified.  The  infectious  diseases  were  dis¬ 
tributed  in  the  following  manner : — Scarlet  fever  seventy-eight,  diphtheria 
thirty  five,  erysipelas  sixteen,  enteric  fever  thirteen,  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
four,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  forty-nine  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
twenty-seven. 

Hospital  accommodation  exists  for  scarlet  fever  and  small-pox,  and 
arrangements  have  also  been  made  with  the  Strood  district  to  provide 
accommodation  for  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever  cases.  Dr.  Outred  suggests, 
however,  that  should  an  epidemic  take  place  in  both  districts,  it  is  questionable 
if  sufficient  provision  could  then  be  found. 

Water  Supply. — A  new  well  sunk  at  Nursted,  and  which  is  now  supply¬ 
ing  the  town,  is  proving  very  satisfactory.  Recent  analyses  of  the  water  from 
this  source  are  very  satisfactory,  and  there  seems  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  supply  will  be  well  maintained  and  that  it  will  remain  free  from 
contamination. 
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Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  scheme  of  main 
drainage  for  the  borough  is  still  under  the  consideration  of  the  Sewerage 
Committee.  The  difficulty  in  determining  the  site,  and  also  the  estimated 
initial  cost,  have  caused  the  committee  to  hold  back  their  original  proposal, 
and  the  European  crisis  has  added  a  further  hindrance  to  expending  so  large 
an  amount  at  the  present  time. 

Scavenging. — The  refuse  is  at  present  collected  by  a  contractor  in  an 
improved  type  of  covered  cart.  During  the  year,  9,376  loads  were  removed. 
The  question  of  the  provision  of  a  motor  driven  vehicle  for  the  collection  of 

the  refuse  has  been  under  the  consideration  of  the  committee. 

/ 

Housing  Matters. — Owing  to  the  long  illness  of  the  late  inspector,  the 
inspections  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  were  not  so  complete 
as  in  the  previous  year.  The  new  inspector  has  now  commenced  his  duties, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  an  additional  clerk,  who  has  been  appointed  in  the 
department,  it  is  hoped  that  the  difficulties  of  the  increased  work  will  be 
overcome  satisfactorily. 

Milk  Supply. — There  are  two  cowsheds  in  the  borough  ;  these  have 
been  frequently  inspected  and  certain  suggestions  recommended  complied 
with,  and  they  are  now  quite  satisfactory.  One  milkshop  was  so  unsatis¬ 
factory  that  a  prosecution  was  necessary,  and  a  conviction  was  obtained. 
There  are  ninety-seven  registered  milkshops  in  the  borough,  which  are 
frequently  visited  and  closely  supervised. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  eleven  registered  slaughterhouses  in  the 
borough  were  frequently  inspected,  and  certain  necessary  recommendations 
were  carried  out. 


Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances, — The  following  are  extracts  from 
the  report  of  the  work  effected  by  the  inspector : — 


Houses  inspected .  28 

Re-inspections .  271 

Closing  orders  .  2 

Demolition  order .  1 


Number  of  defects  remedied  without 


closing  orders  .  24 

Notices  re  slaughterhouses .  25 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  . 290 
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HERNE  BAY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.  K.  ROBINSON,  m.d. 

Area  in  Acres,  887. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  6,726  ...  7,780  ...  8,158 

Inhabited  Houses  1,322  ...  1,462  ...  — 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth 

Death 

Death 

Death 

one  year  of  age  to 

Scarlet 

Enteric 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

1,000  Births. 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Fever. 

17-1 

11*7 

0T3 

0-99 

44 

3-93 

043 

0-37 

t  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  -  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

(  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.* 

Vital  Statistics.— The  birth-rate  has  increased  considerably,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  rate  recorded  last  year.  The  death-rate  has  also  increased, 
but  not  to  a  great  extent.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  continues  satis¬ 
factorily  low. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Sixty-three  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified, 
including  thirty-two  of  scarlet  fever.  There  were  thirteen  cases  of  pulmonary 
and  nine  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Twenty-one  of  the  scarlet  fever 
patients  were  removed  to  hospital,  as  likewise  were  the  three  enteric  fever 
patients. 

Water  Supply. — A  constant  and  sufficient  supply  of  wholesome  water, 
drawn  from  deep  wells,  is  provided  by  the  mains  of  the  Herne  Bay  Water 
Company.  The  pumping  station  is  situated  at  Ford,  near  Hoath,  about 
three  miles  from  Herne  Bay. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  district  is  provided 
with  an  efficient  system  of  sewerage.  Water-closets  are  the  only  type  of 
closets  allowed  to  be  erected. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — House-refuse  is  collected  daily  in 
the  town,  and  three  times  a  week  in  the  outlying  portion  of  the  district,  under 
the  direction  of  the  surveyor.  The  refuse  is  used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Housing  Matters. — The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  section  17 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909,  was  sixty-five;  of  these, 
twenty-seven  had  defects  remedied  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  on  the 
council’s  register  were  kept  under  careful  observation,  as  likewise  were 
the  slaughterhouses,  factories  and  workshops. 

This  summary  is  incomplete  owing  to  the  non-receipt  of  the  annual 
report  at  the  time  of  writing.  Dr.  Robinson  has,  however,  supplied  me  with 
duplicate  copies  of  his  statistical  tables. 


*  Parts  II.  to  X.  inclusive. 
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HYTHE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.  K.  ROBINSON,  m.d. 


Area  in  Acres, 

2,608. 

Census  1901. 

Census  1911. 

Estimated  1914. 

Population 

5,557 

6,387 

6,620 

Inhabited  Houses 

1,127 

1,316 

. . .  — 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

23-9  12-4  0-31 


Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 

0-46  95 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1.000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

1-52  0-31  Nil. 


I  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  -  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

[  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.* 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  increased  by  5*2,  and  the  death- 
rate  by  2 ‘3,  on  the  rates  recorded  last  year.  The  infantile  mortality  rate 
shows  an  appreciable  reduction. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Twenty  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified, 
scarlet  fever  being  responsible  for  half  that  number.  Two  of  the  cases  were 
diphtheria,  one  puerperal  fever,  six  phthisis  and  one  non-pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis.  Six  of  the  scarlet  fever  patients  were  treated  in  hospital.  The 
council  have  not  an  isolation  hospital  of  their  own,  but  cases  of  infectious 
disease  are  admitted  into  either  the  Cheriton  urban  or  Elham  rural  hospital, 
by  arrangement. 

Water  Supply. — The  main  supply  is  derived  from  the  council’s  own 
works  in  the  parish  of  Saltwood,  and  there  is  an  auxiliary  supply  from  the 
Blackrock  spring  at  Horn  Street.  Both  supplies  are  constant. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  borough  possesses  a 
complete  water-carriage  system  of  sewerage,  with  an  outfall  discharging  into 
the  sea  1 J  miles  to  the  west  of  the  town.  W.C.’s  are  the  only  type  of  sanitary 
conveniences  allowed  to  be  constructed , 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — The  house-refuse  is  collected  by  the 
council  twice  a  week  and  taken  to  a  depot  at  West  Hythe. 

Housing  Matters. — The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  section  1 7  of 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  <fcc.  Act,  1909,  was  seventy -five  ;  of  these,  fifty- 


sections  15  to  25,  27  to  31,  and  33  of  Part  II.  ;  Sections  34  to  38,  43  to  49,  and  51  of 

Part  III. ;  Sections  52  to  60,  and  62  to  65  of  Part  IV, 


Hythe.  Lydd. 
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eight  had  defects,  which  were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders. 
One  house  was  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Regulated  Trades.— The  slaughterhouses,  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milk- 
shops  were  regularly  visited,  as  also  were  the  factories  and  workshops,  and 
defects  found  were  remedied. 

This  summary  is  incomplete  owing  to  the  non-receipt  of  the  annual  report 
at  the  time  of  writing.  Dr.  Robinson  has,  however,  supplied  me  with 
duplicate  copies  of  his  statistical  tables. 


LYDD. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  H.  S.  OLIVER,  l.s.a. 


Area  in  Acres,  12,082. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 


Census  1901. 

2.675 
497 

Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 


Estimated  1914. 

2,900 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 


Census  1911. 

2,874 

450 


15-9  9-7  0-35  1-04 


44  D04 


Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  were  practically  the 
same  as,  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  considerably  less  than,  the 
corresponding  rates  in  1913. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Ten  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during 
the  year,  namely,  three  of  erysipelas,  three  of  scarlet  fever,  three  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  and  one  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum.  The  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
were  all  instances  of  infection  from  without  the  district.  There  were  three 
deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Dr.  Oliver  remarks  upon  the  useful  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Military  and  Civil  Sanitary  Authorities  with  regard  to  troops 
stationed  at  Lydd.  Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever — both  contracted  from  without — 
were  treated  at  the  borough  isolation  hospital  and  there  were  no  cases  amongst 
the  civil  population  resulting  therefrom. 

Water  Supply. — The  water-supply  is  drawn  from  a  cut  in  the  shingle. 
The  collecting  ground  and  pumping-station  are  situated  one-and-a-half  miles 
south  of  Lydd,  between  the  latter  and  the  coast.  During  the  past  year  the 
supply  has  been  adequate  and  the  quality  uniform.  The  report  on  a  sample 
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Lydd.  Maidstone. 


of  water  shewed  that  it  was  excellent  chemically  and  satisfactory  bacterio- 
logically.  During  the  year  water  was  laid  on  to  the  Town  Hall  and  Police 
Station,  so  that  all  buildings  in  the  town  used  for  public  purposes  are  now 
supplied  satisfactorily.  Eight  houses  were  connected  to  the  mains,  making  a 
total  of  374. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — The  undertaking  of  the  local 
authority  for  the  removal  of  house-refuse  has  been  of  great  advantage  to  the 
general  welfare,  and  would  be  still  greater  if  extended  to  the  emptying  of 
cesspools  and  privies. 

Housing  Matters. — Sixteen  houses  were  inspected.  In  thirteen,  defects 
were  found  and  in  eleven  repairs  were  completed,  whilst  two  houses  were  closed 
voluntarily. 

Milk  Supply. — Cowsheds  and  dairies  were  inspected  and  were  at  al 
times  found  clean  and  well  kept. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  three  slaughterhouses  were  inspected  frequently 
and  any  defects  found  were  remedied  upon  informal  notice.  They  are  all 
supplied  with  water.  The  three  bakehouses  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  : — 


Statutory  notices  .  4  Various  inspections  of  bakehouses, 

Informal  ,,  .  73  slaughterhouses,  &c. 


Inspections  under  Housing  Regulations  16 


MAIDSTONE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  C.  PYE  OLIVER,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  Acres,  4,008. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  33,516  ...  35,475  ...  36,157 

Inhabited  Houses  6,613  ...  6,569  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 


Zymotic 

Phthisis 

Rate  of  Deaths  under 

per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

Death 

one  year  of  age  to 

Scarlet 

Enteric 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

1,000  Births. 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Fever. 

20-3 

12*3 

1-28 

Ml 

89 

2-60 

2-19 

0-70 

(  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Adopted  Acts  -  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

I  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  remains  practically  the  same  as  it  was 
last  year.  The  death-rate  was  12*3  in  1914,  compared  with  1 18  in  1913.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  has  risen  from  the  low  figure  of  60  to  nearly  90  in 


Maidstone . 
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1914.  An  unusual  feature  in  these  statistics  is  that  the  infantile  mortality 
among  illegitimate  children  was  actually  less  than  among  legitimate 
children. 

Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  319  cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  notified,  including  ninety-four  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  seventy-nine  of 
diphtheria,  twenty-five  of  enteric  fever  and  ninety-one  of  tuberculosis.  The 
scerlet  fever  cases  were  mild  and  only  one  death  from  this  disease  occurred  ; 
eighty-six  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital.  The  increase, 
compared  with  last  year,  in  the  number  of  diphtheria  cases  notified,  is  largely 
due  to  the  fact  that  swabs  are  more  generally  taken  from  suspicious  throat 
cases.  There  were  five  deaths  from  diphtheria.  The  number  of  cases  of 
enteric  fever  is  the  largest  recorded  during  the  past  ten  years.  By  the  end 
of  the  year,  however,  the  outbreak  had  been  brought  well  under  control.  Of 
the  ninety-one  cases  of  tuberculosis,  seventy-five  were  cases  affecting  the  lungs. 
Plans  for  a  small-pox  hospital  are  under  consideration. 

Seventy-four  cases  of  diphtheria  and  one  case  of  enteric  fever  were  treated 
at  the  fever  hospital 

Water  Supply. — The  water-supply  is  derived  from  springs  issuing  from, 
and  headings  driven  into,  the  chalk  Downs  in  the  neighbourhoods  of  Boarley 
and  Cossington.  An  additional  supply  is  obtained  from  a  deep  well  in  the 
greensand  at  Forstal.  Each  of  the  three  supplies  has  been  analysed  weekly, 
and  the  results  are  stated  to  be  uniformly  satisfactory.  The  water  is 
abundant  in  quantity. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — No  new  sewers  have  been 
laid  during  the  year.  The  medical  officer  of  health  repeats  his  recommenda¬ 
tion  that  certain  cottages  at  Slingswood  should  be  connected  up  with  the 
public  sewers. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — The  method  of  collection  and  disposal 
of  house-refuse  remains  unchanged.  Covers  have  now  been  fitted  to  the  carts 
used  for  its  carriage.  During  the  year  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  covered 
galvanised  iron  dustbins  have  been  provided  for  various  premises,  six  of  them 
being  to  replace  dilapidated  ashpits. 

Housing  Matters. — Three  hundred  and  two  dwelling-houses  were 
inspected  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909.  One  represen¬ 
tation  was  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  closing 
order,  and  this  was  granted.  The  defects  found  in  two  hundred  and 
fifty-five  other  houses  have  been  remedied.  Four  houses  have  been 
demolished.  Although  many  houses  for  the  artizan  classes  have  been 
built  during  the  last  few  years,  there  is  still  some  lack  of  accommodation. 
Forty-four  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year  under  review, 
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Maidstone .  M argate. 


Milk  Supply. — There  are  eleven  cowsheds  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  milkshops  in  the  borough.  Three  hundred  and  eighty-six  visits  have 
been  made  to  these  premises,  which,  on  the  whole,  are  clean  and  in  good 
order. 

Regulated  Trades. — Eighty-eight  inspections  have  been  made  of  the 
twenty-two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  No  tuberculous  meat  was 
discovered.  Bye-laws  are  in  force  with  regard  to  the  offensive  trades. 

Eighty-five  samples  of  food  were  analysed  during  the  year.  In  eleven 
instances  the  samples  were  reported  to  be  adulterated.  One  prosecution 
was  instituted  and  a  fine  was  inflicted. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — A  separate  report  is  issued  by 


the  chief  inspector, 
carried  out : — 

The  following  is 

a  summary  of  the  main  items  of 

work 

Preliminary  notices  .... 

.  818 

Factories,  &c.,  inspected  . 

314 

Statutory  notices  . 

. .  166 

Inspections  of  houses  . 

309 

Drains  cleansed  . 

.  1029 

Re-inspections  of  houses  . 

1841 

Dustbins  provided . 

.  431 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ...... 

600 

MARGATE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  R.  Me  COMBE,  f.r  c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 


fArea  in  Acres,  2,463. 


f  Population 
■{■Inhabited  Houses 


Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

16-3  11-1  0-57 


Census  1901. 

24,127 
4,575 

Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 

0-64  82 


Estimated  1914. 

30,000 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

2-37  1-40  0-70 


Census  1911. 

28,458 

4,729 


Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  infantile  mortality  rate  remain 
practically  the  same  as  for  last  year.  The  death-rate  is  somewhat  higher 
than  last  year. 


f  Census  figures  corrected  for  extension  of  boundary  by  inclusion  of  certain  portions  of 
Isle  of  Thanet, 


Margate. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of  notifications  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  received  during  the  year  was  221,  which  were  distributed  as  follows: — 
Scarlet  fever  seventy-one,  diphtheria  forty-two,  erysipelas  eleven,  enteric 
fever  twenty-one,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  nine,  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
thirty-nine  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  twenty-eight.  The  increase  in 
infectious  disease  has  been  chiefly  in  scarlet  fever,  but,  fortunately,  the  type 
has  been  mild,  and  no  death  has  occurred. 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  from  Wingham  maintains  its  high  reputa¬ 
tion  as  to  quantity  and  quality.  At  present  a  new  pumping  station  is  being 
erected,  provided  with  machinery  capable  of  delivering  4,000,000  gallons  of 
water  to  Margate  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  a  high  service  pump  to  deliver 
250,000  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours  to  the  outlying  high-level  parishes.  A  new 
reservoir  to  hold  2,000,000  gallons  has  been  approved  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board,  and  will  be  erected. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  present  drainage 
system,  carried  out  in  1889,  with  additions  to  meet  the  increase  of  population, 
continues  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  town.  At  the  King  Street  sewage 
pumping  station  two  sets  of  electrically  driven  rotary  sewage  pumping 
engines  have  been  installed.  The  bulk  of  the  sewage  flows  by  gravitation, 
but  a  small  proportion  from  the  low-lying  districts  is  pumped,  and  the  whole 
of  it  is  conveyed  to  a  Penstock  chamber  at  the  edge  of  the  cliff ;  from  this 
point  the  sewage  is  carried  in  an  outfall  pipe  600  yards  across  the  foreshore, 
and  discharges  in  deep  water  at  a  point  more  than  two  miles  to  the  east  of 
the  jetty. 

Scavenging. — -The  town  refuse  is  collected  in  covered  carts,  daily  over  a 
large  part  of  the  town,  and  in  the  remaining  parts  on  alternate  days.  All 
refuse  is  taken  to  the  destructor,  which  was  erected  in  1913,  and  which  con¬ 
tinues  to  give  highly  satisfactory  results. 

Housing  Matters. — There  continues  a  dearth  of  cheap  houses.  Although 
many  of  the  old  houses  are  not  in  a  good  condition  they  are  capable  of  being 
improved,  and  until  the  demand  for  new  ones  can  be  met,  this  seems  to  be 
the  best  course  to  pursue.  One  hundred  and  nine  houses  were  inspected,  and 
of  these  nineteen  were  found  unfit  for  habitation.  Nine  closing  orders  were 
made  during  the  year. 

Milk  Supply. — The  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  frequently  visited 
during  the  year,  and,  on  the  whole,  have  been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  In  a  few  cases  frequent  inspections  are  necessary.  There  has  been 
no  reason  to  suspect  that  infectious  disease  has  been  due  to  any  defect  in 
the  milk  supply  to  the  town. 
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Regulated  Trades. — The  registered  and  licensed  slaughterhouses  are  all 
inspected  each  week,  and  when  possible  at  the  time  of  slaughtering. 
The  various  butchers/  fishmongers/  and  fruit  stores  are  inspected  at 
irregular  intervals,  and  in  a  manner  to  excite  as  little  attention  as  possible 
from  the  public. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-four  workshops  and  factories  have  been  inspected, 
and  notices  have  been  served  in  thirty-six  instances. 


Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  following  is  an  extract 
of  some  of  the  items  of  work  reported  by  the  inspector  : — 


Houses  and  premises  inspected  . 

7052 

Dustbins  provided . 

570 

Notices  of  defects . . 

1057 

Stables  inspected  . 

743 

Accumulations  of  manure  or  refuse 

Infectious  cases  removed  to  hospital 

117 

removed  . 

93 

Articles  disinfected  . 

2194 

MILTON  REGIS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  T.  BARRETT  HEGGS,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


Area  in  Acres,  2,554. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 


Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

7,086  ...  7,475  ...  7,619 

1,421  ...  1,462  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 


25  T  8-6  0-40  R92 


27 


4*86  0-79  0-27 


C  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
j  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (parts  2,  3, 
Adopted  Acts  -j  4  and  5. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (parts). 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Vital  Statistics.— The  death-rate  is  slightly  lower  than  the  rate  of  last 
year,  whilst  the  birth-rate  shows  a  distinct  increase  and  the  infantile  mortality 
a  considerable  decrease. 

Infectious  Diseases.— Sixty  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
during  the  year,  viz.,  scarlet  fever  thirty-seven,  diphtheria  six,  enteric  fever 
two,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  eleven  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  four. 

Water  Supply. — The  council  owns  its  own  waterworks,  the  water  being- 
derived  from  two  wells  in  the  chalk  which  produce  a  plentiful  supply  of 
excellent  quality. 


Milton  Regis. 
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Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — A  modern  water-carriage 
system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works,  of  the  septic  tank  and  contact 
filter  bed  type,  are  in  use,  and  the  system  is  quite  efficient.  With  few 
exceptions  all  houses  are  connected  with  the  sewers.  The  council  are 
taking  measures  to  ensure  the  fitting  of  flushing  cisterns  throughout  the 
district. 

Scavenging. — The  council  undertakes  a  bi-weekly  collection  of  refuse 
by  means  of  covered  carts.  Sanitary  dustbins  are  in  use  in  many  parts  of  the 
district,  but  are  not  insisted  upon  altogether.  It  is  pointed  out  what  a  great 
assistance  the  general  and  enforced  use  of  sanitary  dustbins  would  be  to  the 
town. 

Housing  Matters. — -Very  few  houses  were  built  during  the  year  under 
review,  but  the  present  accommodation  is  sufficient  for  the  district.  A  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  house-to-house  inspections  has  been  carried  out  during 
the  year.  Three  hundred  and  seventy-three  houses  were  inspected  and  full 
details  recorded,  whilst  in  approximately  185  houses  certain  sanitary  defects 
found  were  remedied.  Three  closing  orders  were  issued,  and  in  another  case 
where  an  order  would  have  been  made  the  house  was  rendered  habitable  before 
such  a  step  was  necessary. 

Milk  Supply. — There  are  twenty  persons  registered  under  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders.  One  cowshed  was  found  in  a  dirty  con¬ 
dition,  and  a  notice  was  served  with  the  result  that  all  necessary  repairs  were 
effected. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  four  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 
Frequent  inspections  have  been  made  of  these  premises,  but  there  has  been 
no  cause  for  complaint.  The  twenty-four  factories,  four  registered  common 
lodging  houses,  and  two  premises  used  for  “offensive  trades”  have  been 
thoroughly  inspected.  A  complaint  was  made  concerning  the  latter,  but 
after  a  suitable  caution,  no  further  action  was  needed. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — As  mentioned  earlier,  a  large 
amount  of  housing  inspection  was  carried  out  during  the  year.  Numerous 
repairs  have  been  effected,  including  the  remedying  of  dampness,  cleansing 
and  repairing  of  roofs,  provision  of  new  drains,  improved  ventilation,  etc. 
Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  connection  with  seventy-five  cases  of  infectiou* 
disease. 
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NEW  ROMNEY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.,  HENRY  HICK,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c  p. 


Area  in  Acres,  1,364. 

Population 

Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

13*5  4*1  0-76 

Adopted  Acts  ...  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  (sec.  5). 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  was  higher  than  in  1913,  the  death- 
rate  considerably  lower  and  the  infantile  mortality  was  nil,  as  last  year. 

Infectious  Diseases  — There  were  eight  cases  of  infectious  disease,  of 
which  three  were  referable  to  scarlet  fever  and  two  to  diphtheria.  Five  cases 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  one  of  the  patients  being  a  visitor. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  is  supplied  by  the  Littlestone  Water 
Company.  The  report  from  the  county  public  health  laboratories  states  that 
it  is  far  better  than  the  majority  of  public  supplies.  “  Chemically,  it  is 
excellent,  and  bacteriologically,  satisfactory.”  The  bulk  of  the  inhabitants, 
however,  are  said  to  receive  their  water  from  private  shallow  wells,  which  are 
dry-steined. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — There  is  no  public  system 
of  sewerage  and  disposal  of  sewage.  House-drainage  is  into  cesspools, 
sometimes  directly  and  sometimes  into  cacchpits  to  intercept  the  more  solid 
particles.  The  cesspools  are  dry-steined  purposely  so  that  liquid  contents 
may  percolate  out ;  they  are  covered  over  with  brickwork  or  flags,  and  are 
not  ventilated.  In  many  cases  the  water-closets  drain  into  these  cesspools, 
hence  there  is  an  extensive  pollution  of  the  sub-soil.  Excrement  disposal  is 
for  the  most  part  lay  privy  pits,  which  appear  not  to  be  emptied  sufficiently 
often  :  one  case  is  quoted  where  the  pit  was  only  emptied  twice  in  six  years. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — House-refuse  is  collected  in  a  tank 
cart  and  is  taken  away,  for  agricultural  purposes,  to  farmers.  Dr.  Hick  points 
out  that,  the  population  having  been  so  largely  increased  by  troops  being 
billeted  in  the  district,  further  special  efforts  towards  a  more  satisfactory 
sanitation  are  indicated. 


Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

1,328  ...  1,333  ...  1,333 

298  ...  246  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

1-50  Nil.  2-26  1-50  — 
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Milk  Supply. — There  are  three  cowsheds  and  dairies,  which  are  reported 
on  satisfactorily. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  three  slaughterhouses,  one  of  which  is 
reported  as  being  satisfactory.  The  two  others  appear  to  be  faulty  in  con¬ 
struction  with  inadequate  drainage.  The  animals  killed  were  of  a  good 
quality.  The  bakehouses  were  clean. 


NORTHFLEET. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  H.  T.  SELLS,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 


Area  in  Acres,  3,932. 


Census  1901. 

Population  ...  12,906 

Inhabited  Houses  2,507 


Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

14,184  ...  14,500 

2,590  ...  — 


Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

28-0  12-8  1-17 


Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 

Ml  124 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever 

2-20  0-76  0*28 


Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.* 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  death-rate  was  lower  than  in  1913,  but  the 
infantile  mortality  rate  was  considerably  higher.  The  birth-rate  was  about 
the  same. 

Infectious  Diseases. — There  were  101  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified, 
of  which  thirty-two  are  referable  to  scarlet  fever,  eleven  to  diphtheria  and 
four  to  enteric  fever.  The  enteric  appears  to  have  been  brought  into  the 
district  by  a  child  who  had  contracted  it  at  Lower  Shorne.  Twenty-three 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  and  twenty  cases  of  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis. 

Water  Supply. — The  Gravesend  and  Milton  Water  Company  supplies 
the  greater  part  of  the  district,  while  some  of  the  more  rural  parts  are 


*  Except  sections  39,  40,  41,  42  and  67. 
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supplied  by  the  Mid  Kent  and  Higham  &  Hundred  of  Hoo  Companies. 
Chemical  analyses  are  made  periodically  and  the  result  is  satisfactory,  There 
are  still  a  few  wells  in  use. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  house-drainage  is  by 
means  of  cesspools  sunk  in  the  chalk.  Closets  are  properly  trapped  and 
ventilated,  and  are  connected  with  the  cesspools  by  glazed  pipes  with  cemented 
joints.  The  contents  of  the  cesspools  are  removed  by  pumping  into  air-tight 
vans,  when  they  are  discharged  over  arable  land  after  having  been  treated 
with  sulphate  of  iron.  During  the  year  3,000  loads  of  sewage  have  been 
removed  from  the  cesspools,  181  cesspools  have  been  thoroughly  cleaned, 
eighteen  deepened  and  enlarged  and  eighteen  new  ones  built. 

Refuse  Disposal  — Refuse  is  collected  every  ten  days  and  complaints 
are  few.  Galvanised  iron  dust  bins  are  in  general  use.  A  bye-law  is  now  in 
force  regulating  these  matters. 

Housing  Matters. — Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac.  Act,  325 
houses  have  been  inspected.  Seven  houses  were  condemned  as  being  unfit 
for  habitation,  and  were  subsequently  put  in  good  repair. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  six  licensed  slaughterhouses  and  twelve 
bakehouses.  All  are  inspected  frequently  and  are  found  clean.  No  diseased 
meat  has  been  found  this  year. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  following  numbers  of 
inspections  are  recorded  : — 

Primary  visits  .  742  Secondary  visits  .  712 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  &c.  Act  323 
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PENGE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Healthy  ROBERT  WILKINSON,  m.d.  (Brux.), 


M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Area  in 

Acres,  770. 

Census  1901. 

Census  1911. 

Estimated  1914. 

Population 

22,465 

22,330 

22,434 

Inhabited  Houses 

3,773 

3,318 

— 

Birth  Death 

Rate.  Rate. 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever 

18-6  12-2 

0-67 

0-99 

77  1-34 

1-65  0-05' 

( 

Adopted  Acts  - 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (certain 
sections  only). 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate,  which  increased  during  1913,  has 
fallen  again  to  the  1912  level.  This  observation  applies  also  to  the  infantile 
mortality  rate.  The  death-rate  shows  no  appreciable  change. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Eighty-one  cases  of  acute  infectious  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year,  viz.,  thirty-seven  cases  of  diphtheria,  thirty  of  scarlet 
fever,  eight  of  erysipelas  and  five  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  together  with 
one  case  of  enteric  fever.  Forty-seven  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 
Eighty-one  notifications  in  connection  with  tuberculosis  were  received,  having 
reference  to  forty-seven  cases.  Of  these,  thirty-five  were  cases  of  phthisis, 
and  twelve  were  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 


Water  Supply, — The  Metropolitan  Water  Board  supplies  the  district. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — Ten  houses  have  been 
provided  with  new  drains,  and  forty  have  had  the  drains  repaired  or  partially 
relaid. 

Collbction  and  Disposal  of  House-refuse. — The  house-refuse  is  con¬ 
tained  in  movable  galvanized  iron  dustbins  with  proper  covers,  and  is  collected 
throughout  the  district  from  each  house  once  in  every  week,  except  during 
the  months  of  June,  July  and  August,  when  there  is  a  bi-weekly  collection. 

The  refuse  is  loaded  into  trucks  at  Penge  Station  by  the  dustmen, 
and  is  removed  by  rail,  by  a  contractor  who  disposes  of  it. 
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Housing  Matters. — One  hundred  and  thirty-two  houses  have  been 
inspected  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909,  and  defects  were 
found  in  ninety-six.  The  majority  of  these  defects  have  been  remedied  or 
the  works  are  in  hand.  One  closing  order  has  been  made. 

There  are  five  common  lodging  houses  and  twenty-five  houses  let  in 
lodgings,  on  the  register.  The  former  accommodate  ninety-one  male  lodgers, 
and  the  latter  contain  105  furnished  rooms. 


Milk  Supply. — There  are  three  cowsheds  in  the  district,  and  twenty 
premises  registered  as  dairies  or  milkshops.  Dr.  Wilkinson  states  that  the 
condition  of  these  premises  is  fairly  satisfactory,  and  that  the  bye-laws  are 
conformed  to.  He  suggests,  however,  that  the  bye-laws  are  not  sufficiently 
stringent  in  some  respects.  A  revised  draft  is  still  in  abeyance. 

Regulated  Trades.— There  are  three  slaughterhouses  in  the  district ; 
they  have  been  periodically  lime-washed,  and  inspections  are  frequently  made 
during  the  time  slaughtering  is  taking  place.  No  diseased  meat  has  been 
seized  during  the  year.  There  are  109  factories  and  workshops;  seventy- 
three  notices  have  been  served  in  connection  with  them. 


Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  following  is  a  summary  of 


inspections  undertaken  during  1914  : 


Houses  in  which  infectious  disease 

occurred  .  63 

Inspections  through  complaints  re¬ 
ceived  .  192 

Inspections  for  various  reasons .  127 

Inspections  under  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  Ac.  Act  .  132 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  and  common 

lodging  houses  .  164 

Food,  trades  inspections  (including 
bakehouses,  cowsheds,  slaughter¬ 
houses,  etc.) .  341 


Trade  inspections  under  the  Petroleum 
Acts,  Rag  Flock  Act,  Marine  Stores 
Dealers’  Act,  Game  Dealers’  Act 

and  Registry  Offices .  84 

Inspections  of  factories  and  workshops 
(excluding  inspections  included  in 

previous  items) .  189 

Inspections  of  workplaces  (stables,  etc. )  103 

Inspections  of  outworkers’  premises...  28 
Miscellaneous  inspections  and  re¬ 
inspections  of  work  in  hand  .  2104 
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QUEENBOROUGH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  T.  BARRETT  HEGGS,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

fArea  in  Acres,  695. 


Census  1901.  Census  1911. 

f  Population  ...  1,555  ...  2,738 

f Inhabited  Houses  294  ...  423 


Estimated  1914. 

3,000 


Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 


Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 


29-7  8-6  2-00  0-34 


102  1-34 


f  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  I  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

[  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  death-rate  is  about  the  same  as  last  year,  but  the 
birth-rate  shows  a  definite  decrease  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  an  increase. 
The  Notification  of  Births  Act  came  into  force  in  the  borough  in  February,  1914, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  the  health  visitor  and  the  mother’s  “  welcome” 
now  working,  it  is  hoped  that  the  rate  will  show  an  appreciable  diminution  in 
the  near  future. 


Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year,  thirteen  cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  notified,  viz.,  erysipelas  six,  scarlet  fever  four,  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
two,  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  one.  Isolation  hospital  accommodation 
is  provided  by  agreement  with  the  Sittingbourne  and  Milton  Joint  Hospital 
Board,  at  the  Keycol  Hill  Isolation  Plospital.  Four  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
from  Queenborough  have  been  treated  at  the  hospital  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. — During  the  year  an  increased  supply  has  been  pro¬ 
vided,  and  the  water  continues  to  be  of  excellent  quality.  It  is  some¬ 
what  hard,  and  it  is  proposed  to  instal  a  water  softening  plant  after  the 
conclusion  of  peace. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewage  is  conveyed 
by  water-carriage  and  is  discharged  untreated  into  the  creek  at  ebb  tide. 
The  sewers  are  frequently  flushed  and  are  well  ventilated.  Both  these 
precautions  are  necessary,  as  there  is  no  interception  of  house  drains  from  the 
sewers  in  the  sewerage  scheme  of  Queenborough. 

Scavenging. — The  refuse  is  collected  three  times  weekly  and  dealt  with 
under  a  contract.  Sanitary  dustbins  are  insisted  upon,  and  are  now  in 
general  use. 


fCensus  figures  corrected  for  extension  of  boundary  by  inclusion  of  Rushenden  Estate 
rom  Sheppey. 
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Queenborough.  Ramsgate. 


Housing  Matters. — House-to-house  inspection  continues  to  be  carried 
out  regularly  in  the  district,  and  although  the  population  is  increasing 

rapidly,  the  enterprise  of  private  individuals,  up  to  the  present,  seems  to  be 
adequate  to  supply  the  public  need  for  house  accommodation. 

Milk  Supply.— The  whole  of  the  milk  supply  continues  to  be  im¬ 
ported  from  the  adjacent  rural  and  urban  districts.  No  complaint  has  had 
to  be  made  as  to  the  supply. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  is  only  one  registered  slaughterhouse  in  the 
district  and  this  conforms  to  all  sanitary  requirements.  There  are  no  under¬ 
ground  bakehouses. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — General  sanitary  defects  have 
been  detected  and  remedied,  and  pail  closets  are  now  entirely  done  away  with. 
Troops  were  billeted  in  public  buildings,  and  the  necessary  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  were  under  the  inspector’s  close  attention  ;  no  trouble  arose  from  the 
considerable  number  of  troops  imported  into  the  district.  The  inspector 
expresses  the  hope  that  the  council  will  consider  the  provision  of  a  dis¬ 
infector,  and  so  complete  the  sanitary  organisation  of  the  borough. 


RAMSGATE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  DUNDAS,  m.d.,  d.p.h.. 


Area  in  Acres,  2,306. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 


Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

27,733  ...  29,603  ...  30,241 

5,893  ...  5,825  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 


18-6  11-8  0*57  0*80 


95 


3-44  0-93  0-34 


Adopted  Acts  - 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  remained  at  18-6  per  1,000,  which  was 
precisely  the  same  figure  as  that  recorded  in  1913.  The  death-rate  and 
infantile  mortality  rate  also  showed  little  variation  from  the  rates  recorded  for 
1913,  being  11*8  and  95  respectively  during  1914,  instead  of  12*3  and  92 
during  1913, 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Twenty-eight  cases  of  diphtheria,  104  of  scarlet 
fever  and  ten  of  enteric  fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  One  hundred 
and  twenty-four  of  these  cases,  together  with  a  case  of  poliomyelitis,  were 
removed  to  hospital.  In  all,  304  notifications  were  received,  including  104 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  thirty  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

Water  Supply. — An  account  of  the  water-supply  was  given  in  my  last 
annual  report,  and  no  change  has  been  made  during  1914.  A  sample  of  water 
is  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Kent  County  Laboratory 
in  Maidstone  every  six  months.  The  results  reported  are  satisfactory.  It  is 
mentioned  that  the  diminution  in  salinity  and  hardness  shown  in  earlier 
reports,  has  not  continued  during  1914. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewerage  of  Ramsgate 
discharges  at  an  outfall  placed  1,260  feet  out  to  sea.  The  main  outfall  sewer 
is  forty-two  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  flow  is  continuous.  There  are  also 
two  storm-water  overflow  sewers  which  discharge  into  the  sea,  on  the  eastern 
and  western  foreshores,  respectively.  There  are  no  privies  within  the 
borough.  Refuse  is  collected  daily  and  is  burnt  in  a  four-celled  destructor 
situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  About  8,000  tons  of  refuse  are  dealt 
with  annually.  The  collection  of  fish  offal  was  formerly  a  source  of  nuisance. 
This  nuisance  is  now  avoided  by  the  postponement  of  collection  until  shortly 
after  mid-night.  Bins  are  cleansed  before  being  returned  to  their  owners. 
Dr.  Dundas  remarks  that  the  bye-laws  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  suitable 
receptacles  for  refuse  are  not  enforced,  and  that  in  consequence  such  articles 
as  wicker  baskets  or  wooden  boxes  are  often  used. 

Housing  Matters. — During  the  year,  seventy  houses  were  inspected  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909. 
Thirteen  representations  were  made  to  the  local  authority,  and  closing 
orders  were  obtained.  Certain  houses  to  which  these  closing  orders  refer 
have  now  been  demolished,  while  others  have  been  reconstructed  satisfactorily. 
There  are  six  common  lodging-houses  in  the  town,  and  sixty-three  houses  let 
in  lodgings.  Three  hundred  and  six  visits  were  paid  to  the  former  and  223 
to  the  latter  during  1914. 

Milk  Supply. — The  seven  cowsheds  in  the  borough  have  been  visited 
regularly.  Improvement  in  cleanliness  is  noted,  but  the  standard  is  still 
regarded  as  too  low.  There  are  fifty-nine  milk-sellers  on  the  register,  and 
their  premises  have  been  visited  on  176  occasions  during  1914. 

Food  other  than  Milk. — Ninety  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken 
and  the  analyses  showed  that  in  twenty  instances  there  was  adulteration  or 
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defect  in  quality.  Five  prosecutions  were  instituted.  No  food  stuffs  were  dealt 
with  under  section  116  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  though  certain  articles  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  food. 

Regulated  Trades. — Ten  slaughterhouses  are  in  use,  and  it  is  stated 
that  the  majority  of  them  are  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  They 
were  visited  on  181  occasions  during  the  year. 

Forty-three  bakehouses  are  on  the  register,  eleven  being  underground. 
Of  the  latter,  only  four  are  at  present  in  use.  Two  hundred  and  seven 
inspections  were  made  of  the  factories  and  workshops.  Thirty  defects  were 
found  and  all  of  these  were  remedied. 


Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — A  summary  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  inspector  of  nuisances  is  given  below  : — 


Special  inspections  and  investigations 

Samples  of  water  submitted  to  analysis 

12 

of  complaints . 

2052 

Houses,  etc.,  in  which  the  smoke  or 

Visits  in  connection  with  infectious 

water  test  has  been  applied  to  the 

diseases  . 

110 

drains  . 

122 

Bakehouse  inspections  . 

80 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  inspections  ... 

223 

Slaughterhouse  inspections . 

181 

Miscellaneous  inspections  . 

228 

Factory,  workshop  and  workplace 

Visits  to  consumptives . 

456 

inspections . 

207 

Visits  to  fish  hawkers’  premises, 

Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  in- 

ice-cream  vendors,  and  fried-fish 

spections . 

190 

shops  . 

137 

Samples  of  food  and  drugs  submitted 

to  analysis  . 

90 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  preliminary  notices  and  twelve  statutory 
notices  were  served  during  1914. 

The  chief  inspector  took  up  military  duties  in  August,  since  when  his 
assistant  has  been  acting  as  inspector  of  nuisances. 
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ROCHESTER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  S.  J.  PRITCHETT,  m.rc.s.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  Acres,  2,936. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

30,590  ...  31,384  ...  31,652 

6,236  ...  5,932  ...  _ 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

0'73  80  4-33  3-48  035 

j  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  1  fu!'?ic  HA*!1  iT  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
r  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  infantile  mortality  rate  remain 
practically  ^the  same  as  in  1913.  The  death-rate  has  increased  from  10*5 
to  12*5. 

Infectious  Diseases. — During  1914,  368  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified,  including  137  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  110  of  diphtheria,  eleven  of 
enteric  fever,  fifty-nine  of  phthisis  and  five  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis. 
There  was  only  one  death  from  scarlet  fever ;  there  were  five  deaths  from 
diphtheria.  One  hundred  and  seventy-four  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 
Of  the  eleven  cases  of  enteric  fever,  three  could  be  reasonably  attributed  to 
the  consumption  of  sewage  polluted  shellfish,  three  were  contacts  with 
previous  cases,  two  were  nurses  at  the  isolation  hospital,  one  was  an  imported 
case,  and  in  the  remaining  two,  the  source  of  infection  could  not  be  traced. 

Water  Supply. — The  water-supply  for  the  portion  of  the  district  south 
of  the  river  is  supplied  by  the  Rochester,  Chatham  and  Gillingham  Water 
Company.  The  water  has  been  found  to  be  uniformly  satisfactory.  North  of 
the  river,  the  district  is  supplied  from  a  well  in  the  chalk  which  is  situated 
within  the  district  and  is  the  property  of  the  Rochester  Corporation.  This 
water  is  liable  to  dangerous  pollution  and  the  corporation  has  decided  to  close 
the  well  and  to  obtain  the  future  supply  from  a  water  company  in  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  district.  The  few  private  wells  which  still  exist  in  outlying  parts  of  the 
area  are  kept  under  observation. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and*  Sewage  Disposal. — Sewage  disposal  is  by 
unrendered  cesspools  dug  in  the  chalk.  As  reported  last  year,  there  is  now 

b 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate,  Rate.  Rate. 

22-2  12-5  1-05 
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under  development  a  joint  scheme  of  main  drainage  with  the  neighbouring 
borough  of  Chatham.  A  Provisional  Order  has  been  granted  and  the  matter 
would  have  made  further  progress  had  it  not  been  for  the  interruption  caused 
by  the  war. 

There  are  about  360  open  privies  still  existing  in  the  district.  During 
the  year  ninety-six  have  been  converted  into  water-closets,  or  demolished  and 
replaced  by  water-closets.  In  the  last  seven  years  551  open  privies  have 
ceased  to  exist. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — House-refuse  is  collected  at  suffi¬ 
ciently  frequent  intervals  and  deposited  in  a  heap  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  at  some  distance  from  the  nearest  houses.  The  heap  formerly  used 
on  the  south  side,  and  which  was  undoubtedly  offensive  and  dangerous  to 
health,  has  now  been  abandoned. 

The  receptacles  used  by  the  people  for  their  refuse  consist  largely  of 
old  buckets,  baths,  boxes,  hampers  and  other  entirely  unsuitable  articles. 
There  is  no  sufficient  reason  why  every  house  should  not  have  a  proper 
covered  sanitary  dust-bin,  and  there  can  be  no  question  that  this  is  a  reform 
very  greatly  to  be  desired. 

Housing  Matters. — Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909, 
192  houses  were  inspected,  two  of  which  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation. 
One  closing  order  was  made.  In  the  case  of  ninety-six  houses,  the  defects 
were  remedied  without  closing  orders.  Thirty-four  houses  were  demolished, 
eight  of  which  had  closing  orders  made  in  1913.  Six  cases  of  overcrowding 
came  under  observation,  all  of  which  were  remedied.  The  provision  of  work¬ 
men’s  dwellings,  as  a  municipal  undertaking,  is  still  under  the  consideration 
of  the  corporation.  Dr.  Pritchett  remarks  that  he  has  long  held  the  opinion 
that  the  solution  of  the  difficulties  with  regard  to  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes,  and  kindred  matters,  lies  in  raising  the  wages  of  the  unskilled 
workman. 

Milk  Supply. — Thirty-five  visits  were  paid  to  the  five  cowsheds  and 
twenty-eight  milkshops  in  the  district.  The  premises  are  said  to  be  in  a 
fairly  satisfactory  condition.  Veterinary  inspection  of  milch  cows  is  under¬ 
taken  by  Mr.  Ebbetts,  who  visits  the  cowsheds  once  a  quarter,  and  at  such 
other  times  as  may  be  necessary.  Nothing  has  been  reported  which  required 
definite  action.  Eleven  samples  of  milk  were  taken  formally,  and  two  were 
found  to  be  adulterated.  Fines  were  obtained  in  each  case. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  six  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  have  been 
inspected  systematically.  A  considerable  amount  of  unsound  meat  has  been 
destroyed  during  the  year.  Proceedings  were  instituted  in  one  case  where 
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unsound  meat  was  exposed  for  sale,  and  a  fine  of  <£3  and  costs  was  inflicted. 
Thirty-six  visits  were  paid  to  the  bakehouses  in  the  district.  Three  hundred 
and  twenty-three  visits  were  made  to  the  factories  and  workshops  ;  twenty- 
eight  defects  were  found,  and  twenty-six  of  these  have  been  remedied.  There 
are  ten  premises  in  the  district  where  offensive  trades  are  carried  on.  One  of 
the  premises  is  not  kept  in  a  proper  state  of  cleanliness,  and  it  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  institute  proceedings  if  there  should  be  no  improvement. 


Report  op  Inspector  op  Nuisances. — Summary  of  work  done  : — 


Primary  inspections  of  premises  . 

480 

Visits  to  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milk- 

House-to-house  inspections  . 

192 

shops . 

35 

Caravans  inspected  . 

45 

Visits  to  fried-fish  shops  . 

25 

Re-inspections  after  service  of  notices 

1022 

,,  stables  and  mews . 

1560 

Visits  to  work  in  progress  . 

2005 

,,  re  infectious  diseases . 

522 

,,  factories  and  workshops  . 

324 

Miscellaneous  visits  . 

631 

. ,  bakehouses  . . 

36 

,,  slaughterhouses  and  food  in- 

Total . 

7371 

inspections  . 

495 

— 

Report  of  Port  Sanitary  Medical  Officer. — Dr.  Pritchett  reports  on 
the  Port  Sanitary  District,  that  2,914  vessels  were  inspected  during  the  year. 
There  were  fifty-four  vessels  from  infected  ports  or  having  sickness  on  board. 
They  received  special  attention. 


SANDGATE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  C.  E.  PERRY,  m.d. 

Area  in  Acres,  430. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated.  1914. 

2,294  ...  2,827  ...  2,843 

352  ...  258  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

0-70  65  2.47  0-36  — 

f  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  4  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

[  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (in  part). 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  were  lower  than,  and 
the  infantile  mortality  rate  only  about  one-third  of,  the  corresponding  rates  of 
the  vear  1913. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

10-9  8*4 
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8  andy  at  t. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Eighteen  cases  were  notified,  including  eight  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  seven  of  scarlet  fever.  Two  deaths  occurred 
from  phthisis  aud  none  from  the  other  infectious  diseases.  Cases  are  received 
at  the  Folkestone  Isolation  Hospital,  when  necessary,  at  a  charge.  At  West 
Hythe  a  small-pox  hospital  has  provision  for  eight  patients. 

Dr.  Perry  is  pleased  to  report  that  the  district  is  now  entirely  free  of  all 
consumptive  and  convalescent  homes. 

During  the  summer  special  attention  is  paid  to  accumulations  of  refuse 
and  insanitary  conditions  generally,  to  prevent  infantile  diarrhoea. 

Water  Supply. — The  main  water-supply  of  the  district  is  derived  from 
the  Honeywood  springs,  which,  situated  in  the  borough  of  Hythe  at  Seabrook, 
rise  from  the  lower  greensand,  and  supply  water  of  excellent  quality.  High 
level  reservoirs,  pumping  plant,  &c.,  have  been  constructed,  but  unfortunately, 
owing  to  some  defect  in  the  pumps,  the  service  is  not  yet  available.  The 
parish  of  Folkestone-next-Sandgate  is  wholly  supplied  by  the  Folkestone 
Waterworks  Co.  This  water  is  satisfactory. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.—  The  sewage  is  conveyed 
through  stoneware  pipe  sewers,  by  gravitation,  to  a  tidal  chamber,  and  thence 
through  a  cast-iron  outfall  pipe  into  the  sea  some  distance  below  low-water 
mark.  A  penstock  and  tide-glass  are  fixed  in  the  chamber,  and  in  summer 
the  sewage  discharges  only  at  night.  This  appears  to  work  satisfactorily. 

The  house  drains  are  mostly  modern  and  are  disconnected  from  the 
sewers  by  syphon  traps.  Six  houses  which  cannot,  on  account  of  situation,  be 
thus  drained,  have  cesspools  and  pail  closets. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — Refuse  is  removed  in  covered  vans 
to  a  tip  outside  the  district ;  twice  weekly  from  ordinary  premises,  and  three 
times  from  schools,  hotels,  barracks,  <fcc.  A  number  of  complaints  of  non¬ 
removal  has  been  received.  The  work  is  carried  out  by  contract. 

A  large  number  of  houses  is  still  not  provided  with  proper  sanitary 
dustbins.  Dr.  Perry  considers  this  a  serious  matter,  and  that  the  council 
should  support  the  inspector  of  nuisances,  who  is  giving  it  his  urgent 
attention. 

Housing  Matters. — There  appears  to  be  a  sufficiency  of  satisfactory 
housing  accommodation.  Systematic  inspections  revealed  sanitary  defects — 
mostly  minor  ones— which  were  remedied  on  attention  being  drawn  to  them. 

No  new  house  is  allowed  to  be  occupied  until  a  certificate  has  been 
obtained  that  the  same  is  completed  and  fit  for  habitation. 

No  houses  were  found  unfit  for  habitation, 
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Milk  Supply. — There  are  two  cowsheds  and  four  dairies,  which  were 
inspected  regularly,  and  found  clean,  well  paved  and  ventilated,  and  generally 
satisfactory. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  two  slaughterhouses,  four  factories, 
three  bakehouses  and  six  workshops  in  the  district.  These  were  all  regularly 
inspected  and  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

No  food  has  been  condemned  during  the  year. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — 


House  inspections  . 

.  84 

N ew  drainage  inspections  . . . . 

.  Ni 

Defects  found  . 

.  11 

Waste  of  water . . 

...  No  record 

Nuisances . 

.  Nil 

available 

Existing  drainage  inspections  ... 

.  2 

Closing  orders  . . 

.  N 

Notices 

Served. 

Informal  . 

.  11 

Statutory  . 

.  Ni 

SANDWICH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  JOHN  W.  HARRISSON,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Area  in  Acres,  707. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

19-4  8-5  0-66 


Census  1901. 

Census  1911. 

Estimated  1914 

3,170 

3,040 

3,040 

674 

600 

•  •  • 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

—  68  —  0*33  — 


r 

Adopted  Acts  - 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (parts  II. 
III.  and  IV.). 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  is  higher  and  the  death-rate  and  the 
infantile  mortality  lower,  than  in  1913  ;  the  last  two  being  the  lowest  recorded 
for  six  years. 


Infectious  Diseases.— Only  one  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified,  and  this 
was  probably  due  to  contact  in  a  susceptible  child  who  had  been  staying  in  a  house 
in  another  district  where  others  were  suffering  from  sore  throats  caused  by 
insanitary  environment.  Two  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one  of 
another  form  of  tuberculosis  were  recorded.  The  County  Council  tuberculosis 
dispensary  was  opened  in  March,  1914. 
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Water  Supply. — The  water  from  the  public  reservoir  is  in  use,  and  is 
satisfactory. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  new  drainage  scheme 
is  still  in  abeyance,  as  the  consulting  engineer’s  report  on  it  is  not  yet 
submitted.  The  delay  in  the  receipt  of  this  report  was  recorded  in  the 
annual  report  for  1913. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — The  street  scavenging  and  removal 
of  night  soil  is  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the  corporation’s  employees. 

Housing  Matters. — The  unfortunate  death  of  the  inspector  of  nuisances 
has  prevented  the  submission  of  a  detailed  sanitary  report.  Up  to  the  end  of 
July  9th  thirteen  houses  had  been  inspected,  of  which  four  were  affected  by 
dampness  caused  by  defective  sink  pipes  and  decayed  flooring.  No  closing 
order  was  made. 

Regulated  Trades.- — The  slaughterhouses  were  inspected  and  usually 
found  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Dr.  Harrisson  refers  again  to  his 
suggestion,  embodied  in  his  report  for  1913,  as  to  the  desirability  of  having  a 
public  abattoir  outside  the  town.  This  would  appear  to  be  a  very  desirable 
improvement.  The  bakehouses  are  eight  in  number,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
report  against  them. 


SEVENOAKS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  SCOTT  TEW,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  Acres,  3,259. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  8,106  ...  9,182  ...  9,561 


Birth 

Rate. 


14-4 


Zymotic  Phthisis 
Death  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

9*4  0T1  0-84 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1000  of  the  population, 
one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

59  4-40  1-78  — 


Adopted  Acts 


1 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (parts  II., 
IIP,  IV.  and  V.). 


Vital  Statistics. — There  was  a  decrease  in  the  birth-rate,  but  the 
death-rate  and  infantile  mortality  rate  showed  increases. 

Infectious  Diseases. — There  were  ninety-five  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  1914,  compared  with  thirty -four  in  1913,  the  numbers  of 
cases  of  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis  being  all  higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  cases  notified 
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were  distributed  as  follows  : — Diphtheria  seventeen,  erysipelas  two,  scarlet 
fever  forty-two,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  twenty-two  and  other  forms  of 
tuberculosis  ten.  Forty-nine  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  admitted  to 
the  council’s  isolation  hospital. 

Drainage. — No  new  work  was  undertaken  during  1914.  The  sewage 
passes  into  the  Darenth  Valley  main  sewer,  which  adjoins  the  West  Kent 
sewer,  and  after  treatment  at  the  outfall,  the  purified  effluent  passes  into  the 
Thames.  The  storm-water  is  drained  into  the  River  Darenth. 

Scavenging.— Owing  to  the  large  number  of  soldiers  billeted  in  the 
town,  it  was  found  necessary  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  to  employ 
additional  carts,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  collections  from  houses  where 
troops  were  billeted,  from  one,  to  three  collections  weekly. 

Housing  Matters. — The  urban  district  council  applied  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  during  the  year  for  sanction  to  borrow  £5,000  for  the 
erection  of  workmen’s  dwellings,  and  an  inquiry  was  held  in  October  into  a 
scheme  to  erect  sixteen  such  dwellings.  The  buildings,  when  inspected  on 
December  30th,  were  all  completed  up  to  the  eaves  and  in  some  the  roofs 
were  completed. 

Milk  Supply. — There  are  fifteen  persons  registered  as  carrying  on  some 
branch  of  the  milk  trade.  All  establishments  have  been  systematically 
inspected  throughout  the  year,  and  have  been  kept  in  a  generally  satisfactory 
condition. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  is  no  increase  in  the  number  of  slaughter¬ 
houses,  which  remains  at  two.  There  are  no  cellar  dwellings  or  common 
lodging  houses. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — Considerably  increased  work  has 
been  entailed  by  the  billeting  of  troops  in  the  town.  Exclusive  of  work 
under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac.  Act,  1517  inspections  have  been  made. 
Eighteen  cases  of  overcrowding  were  detected  in  the  district.  The  following 
is  a  summary  of  further  work  carried  out  during  the  year : — 


Nuisances  detected . 

.  254 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act 

Notices  served . 

.  120 

inspections  . 

32 

Houses  cleansed  or  repaired  . 

.  106 

Factories  and  workshops  inspected  ... 

98 

PvomiQPQ  rHsin fflntcn  ...  . 

81 

Legal  proceedings  . 

Nil 

Defective  drains  remedied . 

.  73 
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SHEERNESS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  T.  BARRETT  HEGGS,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


Area  in  Acres, 

864. 

Census  1901. 

Census  1911. 

Population 

18,179 

17,487 

Inhabited  Houses 

2,999 

3,132 

Estimated  1914. 

19,000 


Birth 

Rate. 


22-7 


Zymotic 
Death  Death 
Rate.  Rate. 

14-3  1T6 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

0-74  103  6-95  3*43  1T1 


r 


Adopted  Acts  - 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (part  III). 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics.— The  birth-rate  shows  a  decrease  and  is  now  22'7  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  The  death-rate  and  infantile  mortality  rate  show 
definite  increases.  A  special  booklet  upon  “Infant  Management”  by  the 
medical  officer,  and  also  one  written  by  the  nurse,  are  now  given  to  every 
mother,  upon  receipt  at  the  Health  Office,  of  notification  of  a  birth.  The 
Notification  of  Births  Act  was  adopted  early  in  1914,  and  the  health  visitor 
visits  mothers  and  gives  advice  where  necessary.  A  mothers’  “welcome 
is  also  in  operation.  By  the  adoption  of  these  measures,  it  is  hoped  to  obtain 
an  early  reduction  in  the  present  infantile  mortality  rate. 

Infectious  Diseases. — -Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  cases  of  infectious 
disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  viz.,  scarlet  fever  132,  diphtheria  sixty- 
five,  enteric  fever  twenty-one,  erysipelas  fifteen,  puerperal  fever  one, 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  one,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  thirty,  and  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis  four.  Scarlet  fever  showed  a  marked  increase,  but  the  cases 
were  fairly  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  year.  It  is  to  be  noted  that 
there  was  no  case  of  puerperal  fever,  and  this  may  be  attributed  to  the 
excellent  work  done  in  the  district  by  the  Lethbridge  Nursing  Association. 
Altogether,  206  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  treated  at  the  Keycol  Hill 
isolation  hospital,  1  26  of  scarlet  fever,  sixty -four  of  diphtheria  and  sixteen  of 
enteric  fever. 

Water  Supply. — The  water-supply  has  been  under  further  consideration, 
and  the  council  obtained  a  loan  of  <£7,260  and  have  constructed  a  storage 
reservoir  on  the  summit  of  South  Down  Hill  capable  of  containing  100,000 
gallons.  A  deep  well  has  been  sunk  at  Sheerness  East,  and  is  expected  to  be 
in  operation  in  the  near  future.  For  the  present,  the  intermittent  supply 
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will  be  continued,  but  it  is  hoped  at  the  end  of  the  war  to  overhaul  the  whole 
of  the  distributing  system  and  to  instal  a  constant  supply. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — There  is  no  treatment  of 
the  sewage,  which  is  held  up  in  storage  tanks  and  discharged  into  the  Medway  at 
ebb  tide.  The  water-carriage  system  of  sewerage  is  not  complete,  as  owing 
to  the  absence  of  a  constant  water  supply,  and  to  the  expense  of  storage 
cisterns,  there  are  still  1,958  houses  in  Sheerness  without  flushing  cisterns. 
The  defects  in  the  drainage  system — inadequately  sized  pipes,  defective 
jointing  and  defective  ventilation — remain  a  source  of  great  anxiety,  and  the 
main  drainage  of  the  district  will  need  serious  attention  in  the  near  future. 
Repeated  cases  have  been  established  of  the  contamination  of  the  water-supply 
by  defective  drains.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  little  reduction  in  the  incidence 
of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  will  be  obtained  until  the  drainage  is 
thoroughly  dealt  with. 

House-refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly  under  the  direction  of  the  council. 
Sanitary  dustbins  are  insisted  upon,  and  the  refuse  is  burnt  in  a  destructor. 
The  destructor  is  at  present  too  small  to  deal  with  the  needs  of  the  increased 
population,  but  the  council  has  a  scheme  in  hand  to  make  further  provision 
in  this  respect,  combined  with  special  means  of  dealing  with  trade-refuse. 

Housing  Matters. — The  first  housing  inspection  of  the  whole  district  is 
now  completed,  and  there  are  records  of  every  house.  A  more  complete  and 
detailed  survey  of  the  structural  conditions,  size  of  rooms,  plans  of  drainage, 
&c.,  of  every  house  in  the  district,  is  now  well  in  hand.  It  is  also  hoped  to 
complete  an  infectious  disease  history  of  each  house. 

There  are  123  back-to-back  cottages  in  Sheerness,  and,  in  addition, 
140  cottages  with  no  through  ventilation.  The  town  is  short  of  houses 
for  the  poorer  working  classes,  rents  are  very  high  and  as  a  consequence  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  sub-letting  of  rooms.  There  is  considerable  activity  in 
building  by  private  enterprise,  and  the  council  hope  that  this  will  meet  the 
needs  of  the  district. 

Milk  Supply. — Most  of  the  milk  is  imported  from  outside  districts,  and 
there  is  only  one  set  of  premises  in  the  borough  which  is  used  as  a  dairy  and 
cowshed  combined.  There  has  been  no  reason  to  suspect  the  milk  as  being 
responsible  for  any  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year.  There  are 
twelve  registered  purveyors  of  milk. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  six  bakehouses  in  the  district  and  of 
these  one  is  underground.  All  the  bakehouses  were  found  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

There  are  seven  registered  slaughterhouses,  and  these  have  been 
previously  reported  upon  as  not  being  suitable  for  the  purpose.  It  is  to  be 
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noticed  with  satisfaction  that  the  council  has  recently  been  approached  by  the 
butchers  of  the  town,  with  an  appeal  for  the  establishment  of  a  public  abattoir. 
The  council  prepared  a  scheme  in  this  connection,  in  co-operation  with  the 
members  of  the  meat  trade  in  Sheerness,  and  as  soon  as  a  loan  can  be  obtained 
the  matter  will  be  proceeded  with. 


Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  following  is  a  summary  of 


the  chief  items  in  the  above  report : — 


Infectious  diseases  investigated .  269 

Patients  removed  to  isolation  hospital  206 

Premises  disinfected  .  254 

Articles  disinfected .  2135 

House  inspection  visits  .  489 

Slaughterhouse  visits  .  510 


Workshops,  &c.,  visits  .  231 

Nuisances  detected . 435 

Nuisances  abated .  560 

New  drains  tested  .  139 

Old  drains  tested .  59 

Visits  to  lodging  houses .  28 


SITTINGBOURNE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  T.  BARRETT  HEGGS,  m.d,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  Acres,  1,004. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  8,943  ...  8,380  ...  8,382 

Inhabited  Houses  1,923  ..  1,605  ...  — 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

26*5 

10-5 

0-60 

0*48 

68 

4-54 

0-48 

0-48 

Adopted  Acts 


1  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (parts  of). 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  death-rate  of  10*5  per  1,000  of  the  population  is 
a  decrease  on  the  figure  for  the  previous  year.  The  birth-rate  shows  a 
definite  increase,  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  shows  a  gratifying  reduction. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  year  was  seventy-eight.  The  diseases  were  distributed  as  follows : — 
Scarlet  fever  thirty-eight,  diphtheria  four,  enteric  fever  four,  erysipelas  two, 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  twenty-two,  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  eight. 
The  small-pox  hospital  has  been  overhauled  and  put  into  a  state  of  thorough 
repair,  and  is  ready  for  any  emergency. 


Water  Supply. — The  supply  is  from  the  Sittingbourne  waterworks,  and 
is  sufficient  and  wholesome.  The  hardness  of  the  water  is  temporary  for  the 
most  part  and  is  removed  by  boiling. 
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Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.- — The  system  of  drainage 
(water-carriage)  and  sewage  disposal,  initiated  in  1904,  continues  to  give  satis¬ 
faction,  and  a  suitable  effluent  is  obtained.  The  greater  number  of  houses  are 
connected  with  the  councirs  sewers,  and  the  remaining  connections  are  being 
made  steadily.  Out  of  1840  houses,  approximately  1,450  are  now  connected. 
There  is  thorough  disconnection  between  the  house-drains  and  the  sewers, 
but  it  is  suggested  that  flushing  cisterns  should  be  insisted  upon  in  all  houses. 

Scavenging. — Moveable  receptacles  are  used,  and  the  contents  are 
collected  daily  in  the  council’s  carts  from  the  backs  of  the  premises.  The  refuse 
is  tipped  into  pits  and  covered  with  earth,  which  is  a  good  precaution  to  prevent 
these  tips  from  becoming  a  breeding  ground  for  flies. 

Housing  Matters. — The  housing  accommodation  in  the  district  is  quite 
sufficient,  and  there  is  ample  open  space  about  the  dwellings.  Under  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac.  Act,  222  houses  were  inspected  and  details 
recorded,  twenty-four  houses  were  found  unfit  for  habitation  and  fourteen 
closing  orders  were  made. 

Milk  Supply. — The  number  of  registered  cow-keepers,  milk  sellers  and 
dairies,  remains  the  same  as  in  1914.  As  the  result  of  frequent  inspection, 
various  improvements  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  In  one 
case  a  cowkeeper  had  to  be  warned  of  the  dirty  condition  of  the  milk,  but 
no  further  complaint  has  had  to  be  made  of  this. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  six  private  slaughterhouses  which  are 
licensed  yearly,  and  which  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  In 
addition  there  are  sixteen  meat  shops.  Of  the  above  premises,  831  inspections 
have  been  made  in  the  year. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  following  details  are 
extracted  from  the  inspector’s  report : — 

Number  of  houses  inspected .  222  Meat  condemned  . 1833  lbs. 

Number  of  houses  unlit  for  habitation  24  Dairies,  &c.,  visited .  51 

Houses  found  defective  .  337  Houses  disinfected  .  76 

Nuisances  abated .  .  308 


172 


SOUTH BOROUGH. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  SCOTT  TEW,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  Acres,  1,702. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  6,977  ...  7,001  ...  7,008 

Inhabited  Houses  1,539  ...  1,482  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

18-6 

12-2 

T86 

T15 

100 

D43 

2-15 

— 

f  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  -  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

(  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.* 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  has  diminished,  and  the  death-rate  and 
infantile  mortality  rate  have  increased  considerably. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Thirty-five  notifications  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  received  during  the  year,  and  included  diphtheria  fifteen,  scarlet  fever  ten, 
erysipelas  four,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  four  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
two.  There  were  ten  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  eight  of  which  were  pulmonary. 
In  the  case  of  four  deaths  no  notification  had  been  received — two  of  these 
were  from  pulmonary  and  two  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis.  Diphtheria 
showed  a  considerable  decrease  in  prevalence  on  the  previous  year,  but  one 
death  occurred.  Twenty  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  treated  at  the  council’s 
isolation  hospital.  No  additions  or  alterations  have  been  carried  out  at  the 
hospital  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. — Southborough  is  supplied  with  water  from  two  sources — 
a  reservoir  on  Southborough  Common  and  the  Hayesden  Well,  which  supplies 
the  larger  portion  of  the  town.  The  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  the  water 
have  continued  to  be  satisfactory. 

Drainage. — No  new  work  has  been  undertaken  during  1914.  There  is 
a  large  proportion  of  hand-flushed  closets  in  the  district,  and  some  progress 
has  been  made  by  providing  fifty-nine  of  these  closets  with  flushing  cisterns. 

Scavenging. — Refuse  is  collected  weekly,  and  is  deposited  on  the  refuse 
tip  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells  Council  at  High  Brooms.  The  work  of  replacing 
the  old  brick  ashpits  with  sanitary  dustbins  is  proceeding  steadily,  and  there 
are  now  few  of  the  old  ashpits  remaining  in  the  town. 


*  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV.  and  V. 


S 'outhborough.  Tenterden. 
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Housing  Matters.— The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  Ac.  Act,  was  thirty-two,  all  of  which  had  defects,  and  in 
none  of  them  had  repairs  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Milk  Supply. — The  twenty-three  registered  premises  in  the  district  have 
been  frequently  visited,  and  in  only  one  instance  has  it  been  necessary  to 
jssue  an  order  to  remedy  sanitary  defects. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  four  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district 
have  been  subject  to  frequent  supervision,  and  in  one  a  new  system  of 
drainage  was  adopted. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — Altogether,  forty-three  dwellings 
have  been  inspected,  and  forty-seven  reports  have  been  made  to  the  council. 
During  the  year  105  sanitary  dustbins  have  been  provided,  and  twenty  old 
insanitary  ashpits  have  been  removed.  Two  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  found 
among  milking  cows,  but  it  was  ascertained  that  the  milk  was  not 
used  for  human  consumption,  and  the  matter  was  dealt  with  by  the  police 
under  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Order,  1913. 


TENTERDEN. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  SCOTT  TEW,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

16-1  11-9  1-17 


Area  in  Acres,  8,946. 


Census  1901. 

3,243 

718 


Estimated  1914. 

3,424 


Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 

1-17  73 


Census  1911. 

3,379 
678 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

2-63  0-88  — 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (part  III). 
Adopted  Acts  \  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (parts  II.,  III. 

and  IV.). 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  has  increased  slightly,  whilst  the 
death-rate  and  infantile  mortality  rate  have  both  decreased,  the  latter 
considerably. 

Infectious  Diseases. — There  were  eleven  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  year,  viz.,  scarlet  fever  nine,  diphtheria  three,  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  one,  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  one.  One  death  occurred 
from  scarlet  fever  and  one  from  diphtheria. 


174 


Tenterden. 


Water  Supply.— The  water-supply  to  the  majority  of  the  houses  is 
obtained  from  the  Cranbrook  Water  Company,  but  four  houses  derive  their 
supply  from  wells  in  the  yard,  one  from  a  spring  in  a  wood,  and  thirteen  use 
pumps  on  the  premises  or  near  by. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  council  has  adopted  a  system  of  drainage 
as  submitted  to  them  by  Messrs.  John  Taylor  Jc  Sons.  The  consent  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  been  obtained  to  the  scheme  and  the  work  is 
making  steady  progress.  Three  and  a  half  miles  of  sewers  have  been 
laid,  and  at  the  purification  works  substantial  progress  has  been  made. 

Scavenging. — The  refuse  is  collected  weekly  by  the  council’s  own  men, 
and  is  deposited  in  an  isolated  position  where  the  lighter  portions  are  burnt 
and  the  remainder  used  to  fill  up  holes. 

Housing  Matters. — An  inquiry  was  held  during  the  year  by  an  Inspector 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  regarding  the  question  of  the  insufficiency 
of  cottages  in  the  district,  and  it  was  finally  suggested  that  the  council  should 
prepare  and  submit  a  scheme  for  the  erection  of  twelve  cottages  under  Part 
III.  of  the  Act  of  1890. 

During  the  year,  thirty-nine  houses  were  inspected  under  the  Housing 
Regulations.  Eight  of  them  were  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  of 
the  thirty-one  requiring  repairs  the  works  were  completed  in  twenty-four 
cases  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Milk  Supply. — There  are  sixteen  persons  on  the  register,  one  being  a 
purveyor  of  milk  only.  The  premises  have  been  visited  periodically  and  have 
always  been  found  satisfactory. 

Regulated  Trades. — No  alteration  is  recorded  in  the  number  of  slaughter¬ 
houses,  which  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition  generally. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — Under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  216  inspections  were  made.  Seventy-one  nuisances  were  found, 
of  which  fifty-one  have  been  abated  and  the  remaining  twenty  are  in  hand. 
Fumigation  of  premises  was  carried  out  in  eighteen  instances.  The  shops  in 
the  borough  have  been  inspected  periodically,  and  the  Shops  Act  Regulations 
have  been  complied  with. 
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TONBRIDGE 


Medical  Officer  of  Healthy  J.  SCOTT  TEW,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  Acres,  1,356. 


Census  1901. 


Census  1911. 


Estimated  1914. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


12,736 

2,685 


14,796 

2,950 


15,499 


Birth  Death  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 


Zymotic  Phthisis 


Rate  of  Deaths  under 
one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 

51 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Scarlet 


Enteric 


19-1  9-6  0-59  0-71 


Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

6-72  4-91  0-46 


f  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  1  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

(  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.* 

Vital  Statistics. — The  death-rate  is  a  very  favourable  one,  and  is 
accompanied  by  an  equally  satisfactory  infantile  mortality  rate.  The  birth¬ 
rate  is  low,  viz.,  19T,  and  compares  unfavourably  with  the  average  rate  of 
23 '6  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infectious  Diseases.—  The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 


notified  was  224,  viz.,  scarlet  fever  104,  diphtheria  seventy-six,  enteric  fever 
seven,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  one,  erysipelas  three,  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
twenty-two  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  eight.  Although  the  number  of 
notifications  has  increased,  only  three  deaths  occurred  from  diphtheria,  and 
there  were  no  fatalities  from  either  scarlet  or  enteric  fevers.  In  all,  176  cases 
of  infectious  disease  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Water  Supply. — No  alteration  has  taken  place  as  regards  the  water- 
supply,  and  the  reports  on  samples  taken  for  examination  continue  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  work  of  special  importance  has  been  entered 
upon  during  the  year.  The  small  number  of  houses  not  connected  with  the 
public  system  is  being  steadily  reduced. 

Scavenging. — Refuse  is  collected  every  night,  and  is  deposited  on  the 
sewage  farm,  where  part  of  it  is  burned.  The  provision  of  sanitary  dustbins 
is  being  steadily  increased,  and  138  were  sent  out  during  the  year. 

Housing  Matters. — One  hundred  and  twenty-three  houses  were  in¬ 
spected  during  1914,  and  defects  were  found  in  101.  By  the  end  of  the 


*  Parts  I,  and  II.  ;  sections  34  to  51  inclusive  of  Part  III.,  sections  52  to  67  inclusive  of 

Part  IV.  and  Parts  V.,  VI.,  IX.  and  X. 
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year  the  repairs  had  been  completed  in  eighty  houses,  and  the  remaining 
twenty-one  were  still  in  hand. 

Milk  Supply. — The  milk  supply  has  been  subject  to  constant  supervision, 
and  defects  found  have  been  remedied. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  council  is  considering  the  establishment  of  a 
small  public  slaughterhouse,  and  a  suitable  site  has  been  acquired. 


Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  following  is  an  extract 
from  this  official’s  report : — 


Inspections  . 

1739 

Premises  regularly  inspected  : — 

Houses  re-drained  . .  . . 

4 

Slaughterhouses  . 

10 

Drains  tested  .  ... 

22 

Bake]  louses . 

20 

Flushing  cisterns  replaced  or  re- 

Dairies  and  shops  . 

27 

paired  . . 

35 

W  orkshops . . . 

195 

Factories . 

44 

TUNBRIDGE  WELLS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  F.  C.  LINTON,  m.b.,  d.p.h. 


Area  in  Acres,  3,991. 


Census  1901. 

Population  ...  33,373 

Inhabited  Houses  6,589 


Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

35,697  ...  36,460 

6,641  ...  — 


Zymotic 

Birth.  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 


Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 


13-9  12-0  0-93  0-74 


80 


1-34  4*22  0T1 


Adopted  Acts  - 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (certain 
portions). 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  death-rate  of  12  per  thousand  shows  an  increase 
on  the  rate  of  the  previous  year,  and  the  birth-rate  shows  a  decrease. 
The  work  of  the  various  charitable  organisations  in  the  district  for 
dealing  with  child  mortality,  lias  not  yet  yielded  an  appreciable  reduction 
in  the  infantile  mortality  rate,  which  now  stands  at  80  per  thousand  births. 


Tunbridge  Wells.  177 

The  good  work  that  is  being  accomplished  by  these  societies  should  shortly 
show  some  definite  results. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  year  was  313,  as  follows: — Diphtheria  154,  erysipelas 
twenty-four,  scarlet  fever  forty-nine,  enteric  fever  four,  puerperal  fever  four, 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  two,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  forty-eight,  and  other 
forms  of  tuberculosis  twenty-eight.  The  chief  increase  was  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  diphtheria,  but  the  general  type  of  disease  was  mild  in  character,  and 
only  one  death  occurred.  Dr.  Linton  has  carried  out  careful  researches  to 
discover  “  carrier  ”  cases,  apparently  with  considerable  success.  He  has 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  patients  the  necessity  of  examinations  for  this 
purpose.  Altogether,  forty-three  “  carriers  ”  were  removed  to  the  isolation 
hospital,  and  treated  there  until  they  were  free  from  infection. 

The  isolation  hospital  at  Frant  Forest  provides  accommodation  for  fifty- 
seven  patients,  and  the  staff  consists  of  fully  trained  and  skilled  fever  nurses. 
Electric  radiators  have  been  installed  to  assist  in  the  heating  of  the  wards, 
and  are  proving  satisfactory. 

Provision  has  been  made  at  the  Dislingbury  Hospital,  Capel,  for  any 
possible  cases  of  small-pox  or  plague.  This  hospital  is  a  joint  one  under  the 
administration  of  a  Board  representing  Tunbridge  Wells,  Tonbridge  and 
Southborough. 

Water  Supply. — The  water-supply  is  drawn  from  springs  and  artesian 
wells.  For  roughly  half  the  year  the  supply  of  water  from  the  springs 
suffices  for  the  requirements  of  the  borough.  During  the  remaining  six 
months,  six  artesian  borewells  give  an  ample  and  pure  supply  of  water  to 
supplement  the  flow  of  these  springs.  The  iron  contained  in  solution  in  the 
deep  well  water  is  removed  effectively  by  the  use  of  Candy’s. oxidising  pressure 
filters.  The  results  of  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  the 
water  show  it  to  be  a  drinking  water  of  great  purity. 

Milk  Supply. — The  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  district  have  been 
subject  to  constant  supervision,  and  altogether  one  hundred  and  four 
inspections  have  been  made.  At  the  end  of  1914  there  were  seventy-seven 
persons  on  the  register,  viz.,  sixteen  owners  of  cowsheds,  ten  of  dairies  and 
fifty-one  of  milkshops  or  as  purveyors  of  milk.  The  quality  of  the  milk  has 
been  satisfactory.  No  action  was  taken  with  respect  to  tuberculosis  in  milk, 
as  no  suspicious  cases  have  been  found. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  drainage  system 
continues  to  give  satisfaction,  and  is  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 
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There  are  no  privies  in  the  borough,  and  only  a  very  small  number  of 
earth-closets,  chiefly  in  connection  with  gardeners’  cottages  in  the  outlying 
districts.  Water-closets  are  gradually  being  modernised,  and  those  of  the 
boxed-in  type  are  being  replaced  with  pedestals  as  extensively  as  possible. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal. — Both  domestic  and  trade-refuse  is 
collected  and  removed  in  covered  carts  once  in  every  five  days.  Trade-refuse, 
where  necessary,  is  removed  more  frequently.  The  refuse  is  conveyed  to  tips, 
but  Dr.  Linton  expresses  the  hope  that  the  matter  of  the  provision  of  a 
destructor  may  be  considered,  and  he  points  out  the  advantages  over  the 
present  system. 

Housing  Matters. — The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  was  236. 
Sixteen  were  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  no  closing 
order  was  required,  as  the  premises  concerned  have  been  closed  voluntarily. 
A  special  report  was  made  during  the  year  on  a  congested  area — Hervey 
Court  and  Hervey  Town — and  the  matter  is  now  being  dealt  with  gradually. 
The  number  of  new  houses  being  erected  is  very  small,  and  only  ten  houses 
for  the  working-class  population  were  in  course  of  erection  during  the  year. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  forty-two  bakehouses,  all  of  which  have 
been  inspected  regularly.  There  are  six  private  slaughterhouses — five 
registered  and  one  which  was  built  and  licensed  in  1907.  Frequent  inspec¬ 
tions — 143  in  number — have  been  made  of  the  premises,  and  cleansing  and 
limewashing  has  been  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  bye-laws. 

No  case  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  has  occurred  in  any  of  the  five 
common  lodging  houses,  which  provide  accommodation  for  118  persons. 


Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  following  is  an  extract 
from  the  summary  of  work  accomplished  during  the  year  : — 


Visits  of  re-inspection  .  2193 

Drains  re-constructed  .  44 

New  traps  provided  .  189 

New  waste  pipes  to  sinks .  104 


Rooms  cleansed  and  limewashed .  134 

Inspections  of  stables,  &c .  228 

Inspections  of  food  shops .  542 

Parcels  of  food  inspected  .  530 
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WALMEP. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  E.  L.  DAVEY,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Area  in  Acres,  988. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  5,614  ...  5,347  ...  5,818 

Inhabited  Houses  750  ...  839  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  Death  Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  .  Enteric 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

10-8  —  0-18  61  2-58  —  008 

Adopted  Acts  ...  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  was  lower  and  the  infantile  mortality 
considerably  higher  than  the  corresponding  rates  recorded  in  1913.  The 
death-rate  was  practically  the  same. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Twenty-two  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year,  of  which  fifteen  were  referable  to  scarlet  fever,  one 
to  enteric  fever,  one  to  erysipelas,  and  four  to  phthisis.  The  scarlet  fever 
epidemic  was  of  a  very  mild  type,  as  in  1913,  and  Dr.  Davey  considers  the 
mildness  of  its  character  has  been  responsible  for  the  persistent  occurrence  of 
cases  since  February  without  definite  cause,  as  no  doubt  many  cases  were 
unrecognised  till  peeling  had  commenced.  In  the  case  of  enteric  fever  no 
cause  could  be  found.  Of  the  four  cases  of  phthisis  notified,  one  was  a  Belgian 
and  another  a  visitor  from  Acton. 

Water  Supply. — The  Deal  and  Walmer  Waterworks  are  fed  by  streams 
running  from  S.W.  to  N.E.,  that  is,  from  Mongeham  and  Northbourne  to  the 
sea.  The  water  is  pumped  from  deep  wells,  and  the  supply  is  constant  and 
ample.  The  pumping  station  is  under  the  control  of  a  joint  Water  Board, 
composed  of  members  of  the  Deal  and  Walmer  Councils.  The  Urban  District 
Council  owns  the  mains  within  this  district.  Great  care  is  exercised  to 
prevent  pollution,  and  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  of  the  samples 
of  water  shew  satisfactory  results. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  whole  of  the  district 
is  sewered,  and  all  the  houses  are  drained  by  stoneware  pipe-drains ;  the 
sewage  falls  continuously  through  three  outfalls  at  different  parts  of  the  coast. 
The  scheme  under  construction,  which  has  been  referred  to  in  four  previous 
annual  reports — by  which  the  sewage  will  be  collected  by  a  main  leading  to  a 
large  storage  tank,  and  at  a  suitable  state  of  the  tide  in  the  night,  be  dis¬ 
charged  into  the  sea  through  a  new  outfall  of  900ft. — is  completed  with  the 


Birth 

Rate. 

14-3 
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Walmer.  Whitstable. 


exception  of  the  outfall  pipes.  This  will  result  in  bringing  all  the  houses  in 
the  district  (with  the  exception  of  five)  within  the  area  of  the  working  of  this 
system,  and  will,  ic  is  hoped,  do  away  with  the  nuisances  complained  of — i.e ., 
the  flooding  of  the  Barracks  and  the  inconvenience  to  bathers.  The  five 
houses  referred  to  cannot  readily  be  included  in  the  scheme,  and  will  continue 
to  drain  into  cesspools. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — Refuse  is  removed  in  jDroperly  con¬ 
structed  and  covered  sanitary  carts,  twice  a  week  from  every  house.  It  is 
carted  outside  the  district,  sorted  and  variously  disposed  of. 

Housing  Matters. — Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac.  Act,  three 
hundred  and  six  houses  were  inspected,  and  fifty-seven  houses  had  certain 
sanitary  defects  removed.  No  premises  were  closed.  The  cottage  property  is 
in  good  order. 


WHITSTABLE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  F.  PARRIS  PIPER,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 


Area  in  Acres,  795. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

17*6  10-8  0*61 


Census  1901. 

7,086 
1,613 

Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 

1-22  77 


Estimated  1914. 

8,200 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

4-39  10-49  0-61 


Census  1911. 

7,982 

1,689 


Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 
(portions  of). 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  was  considerably  lower,  and  the 
infantile  mortality  rate  very  much  lower,  than  in  1913.  The  death-rate  was 
practically  the  same. 

Infectious  Diseases. — There  were  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  infectious 
cases  notified,  of  which  eighty-six  were  referable  to  diphtheria,  thirty-six  to 
scarlet  fever,  and  five  to  enteric  fever.  Diphtheria  seems  to  have  been 
constant  in  the  district  from  the  middle  of  1913.  Dr.  Piper  considers  this  is 
due  to  the  pollution  of  the  air  by  repairs  and  alterations  being  made  in  the 
sewers:  the  mortality  was  4‘65  percent.  The  five  enteric  fever  cases  occurred 
between  September  and  December :  no  cause  could  be  assigned  for  this. 


Whitstable. 
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Twenty  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  recorded,  of  which  nineteen  were  pulmonary. 
Fifteen  of  these  cases  contracted  the  disease  outside,  and  came  to  this  district 
for  treatment. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  derived  from  two  sources, — one  from  three 
artesian  wells  extending  down  three  hundred  to  four  hundred  feet,  and  the 
other  from  a  boring  outside  the  district,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  feet 
deep.  The  mouths  of  the  wells  are  protected  from  contamination,  and 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  are  satisfactory,  though  the  water  is 
rather  hard  owing  to  the  presence  of  oxide  of  iron  in  suspension. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  new  sewage  disposal 
works  (Imlioff  tanks  and  percolating  filters),  referred  to  in  the  last  report, 
were  nearly  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Under  this  scheme  the 
sewage  gravitates  to  a  pumping  station  in  Diamond  Road,  and  is  pumped 
into  the  works  at  Swaleclifte,  there  to  undergo  treatment  and  final  discharge 
into  the  sea.  The  sewage  was  discharged  untreated  prior  to  the  newT  works 
coming  into  use  in  1915. 

The  water-carriage  system  extends  almost  throughout  this  district.  There 
are  a  few  cesspools,  however,  which  will  be  done  away  with  when  the  new 
system  is  put  through.  Dr.  Piper  comments  on  the  insufficient  number  of 
public  lavatories  and  urinals,  and  points  out  that  in  a  town  which  receives 
many  daily  visitors,  nuisances  will  occur  until  this  defect  is  remedied.  Land 
has  been  acquired  for  the  early  erection  of  another  one,  but  more  are  needed. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — This  is  collected  twice  weekly  from 
various  utensils,  often  inadequate  in  size  and  uncovered,  placed  outside  the 
houses  on  the  pavements.  The  source  of  danger  from  such  utensils  was 
remarked  on  in  the  last  report. 

Housing  Matters. — Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  (fee.  Act,  329 
houses  were  inspected.  Defects  were  found  in  284,  all  of  which  wTere  remedied 
on  representation  to  the  owners.  One  closing  order  was  made. 

Milk  Supply. — This  is  obtained  from  cowts  kept  either  in  or  just  beyond 
the  district.  The  quality  is  very  good.  The  cowsheds  are  inspected  regularly, 
and  on  the  whole  are  well-kept,  as  far  as  the  imperfectly  laid  floors  will  allow. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  bakehouses  and  slaughterhouses  have  been 
inspected  regularly  and  found  clean.  No  meat  exposed  for  sale  has  been 
condemned. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — Forty-seven  statutory  notices 
were  issued,  of  which  forty -three  were  complied  with. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  .  483  Slaughterhouse  visits .  64 

Factory  and  workshop  visits .  144  Cowshed  and  dairy  visits  .  64 
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of  Health,  A.  A.  LIPSCOMB,  m.r.c.s.,  l.s.a. 

Area  in  Acres,  8,883. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914* 

3,751  ...  4,169  ...  4,169 

749  ...  801  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

0-24  66  L68  0-24  — 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  were  higher,  and  the 
infantile  mortality  rate  very  much  higher,  than  during  1913.  The  latter 
year  had  the  lowest  rates  on  record. 

Infectious  Diseases.- — Eighteen  cases  were  notified,  including  eight  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  houses  were  disinfected  at  the  termination  of 
each  case.  Whooping-cough  was  prevalent  in  some  parts,  necessitating  the 
closing  of  one  infant  school. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  conveyed  by  the  Mid  Kent  Mains  and  was  as 
satisfactory  as  usual  during  the  year.  More  cottages  were  connected,  but 
there  are  still  some  which  obtain  their  supply  from  questionable  sources. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.- — Sewage  conveyance  is 
effected  by  means  of  carts,  and  gives  rise  to  many  complaints  in  the  more 
populous  parts.  A  number  of  new  water-closets  has  been  provided,  and  many 
conversions  from  one  type  of  sanitary  convenience  to  a  more  satisfactory 
type,  have  been  effected  during  the  year. 

Housing  Matters. — House  accommodation  for  the  working  classes  is 
becoming  more  satisfactory  each  year.  Five  new  workmen’s  cottages  have 
been  built  and  alterations  made  to  nine  houses. 


Medical  Officer 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

21-9  8-2  — 


Adopted  Acts 


The  sanitary  condition  and  water-supply  of  one  school  were  found  unsatis¬ 
factory.  This  will  shortly  be  closed. 

Milk  Supply. — Cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  inspected  and  found 
generally  satisfactory.  No  samples  have  been  taken  for  analysis. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  workshops  and  paper  mills  were  inspected  and 
found  satisfactory. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — 


Inspections  . 

.  285 

House  inspections  . 

Preliminary  notices . 

.  35 

Notices  for  sanitary  defects 

Statutory  notices . 

.  5 

Defects  remedied  without 

Nuisances  reported . 

.  35 

orders  . 

Nothing  was  done  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


closing 
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74 
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RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 


BLEAN. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.  K.  ROBINSON,  m.d 
Area  in  Acres,  26,884. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

7,054  ...  7,597  ...  7,782 

1,539  ...  1,628  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

0-65  70  1-16  1-93  0-39 

f  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  -[  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

(  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.* 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  shows  a  decrease,  the  infantile  mortality 
rate  shows  a  large  increase,  whilst  the  death-rate  remains  the  same  as  last 
year.  The  infantile  mortality  is  now  70,  as  compared  with  27  per  1,000  births 
recorded  in  1913. 

Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  1914,  forty-one  cases  of  infectious 
disease  were  notified,  viz.,  diphtheria  fifteen,  scarlet  fever  nine,  erysipelas 
four,  enteric  fever  three,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  two,  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
six,  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  two.  Some  trouble  was  caused  with 
diphtheria,  until  it  was  discovered  that  a  “  carrier  ”  case  was  the  chief  source 
of  spreading  the  disease.  The  majority  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred 
amongst  soldiers,  but  in  no  instance  was  the  disease  of  a  severe  character. 
Dr.  Robinson  urges  especially  the  importance  of  providing  the  district  with  a 
suitable  steam  disinfecting  apparatus. 

Water  Supply. — The  water-supply  remains  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year,  and  is  derived  from  three  sources,  the  Canterbury  Gas  and  Water 
Company,  the  Herne  Bay  Water  Company  and  the  Whitstable  Water  Com¬ 
pany.  In  addition  to  these  supplies,  the  Blean  Rural  District  Council  has 
a  small  plant  at  the  union  workhouse,  which  supplies  also  twenty-eight 
houses  at  Herne  Common.  Daring  the  year,  fifteen  samples  of  water  were 
submitted  for  analysis  and  nine  of  these  were  found  to  be  so  polluted  as  to 
be  unsafe  for  drinking  purposes. 

*Sections  15,  16,  17  and  23  of  Part  II.  Sections  34,  35,  38,  43,  44,  46  and  49  of 

Part  III. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

16-6  10-3  — 


184 


Blean. 


Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — There  are  now  480  water- 
closets,  thirty-six  earth-closets,  1,090  pail-closets,  and  eight  privies  in  the 
district.  The  cesspools  are  emptied  by  a  contractor  appointed  by  the  district 
council.  The  contents  are  pumped  into  tank-carts,  each  holding  two  hundred 
and  fifty  gallons,  and  discharged  on  land  remote  from  dwellings.  Five  of  these 
carts  are  kept  in  constant  employment. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.—  The  collection  of  domestic  refuse 
is  carried  out  twice  a  week  in  the  more  thickly  populated  portions  of  Sturry, 
Westbere.  Herne  and  Reculver,  and  in  the  portion  of  St.  Steven’s  parish 
known  as  “Forty  Acres.”  The  refuse  is  collected  before  9  a.m.  and  carted  to 
depots,  where  it  is  sorted  and  the  residue  applied  to  the  land. 

Housing  Matters. — Inspection  of  houses  has  continued  to  make  good 
progress  during  the  year.  Under  the  Housing  Regulations,  105  inspections 
were  made,  followed  by  126  re-inspections.  There  are  now  1,674  dwelling- 
houses  of  all  classes  in  the  district,  and  in  this  number  are  included  twenty 
houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  1914.  There  were  also  six  houses 
in  the  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year.  There  are  no  back-to-back 
houses  or  cellar  dwellings  in  the  district. 

Milk  Supply. — The  dairy  farms  in  the  area  were  kept  under  careful 
supervision  during  the  year.  There  are  now  seventy-six  dairies,  cowsheds  and 
milkshops  on  the  council’s  register,  and  approximately  nine  hundred  cows  in 
the  district.  Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1913,  notice  was  received  from 
the  Kent  County  Council  in  regard  to  one  cow  which  was  found  to  be 
tuberculous  and  it  was  slaughtered  under  police  supervision. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  now  four  slaughterhouses  in  the  district, 
one  being  attached  to  a  sausage  factory  at  Westbere.  Some  tuberculous  meat 
was  discovered  at  the  last-mentioned  factory,  and  proceedings  were  instituted 
against  the  owner,  a  fine  being  inflicted.  Altogether,  one  hundred  and  thirty 
pounds  of  meat  were  seized  and  destroyed. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — A  large  amount  of  useful 
work  was  accomplished  during  the  year,  and  the  billeting  of  a  considerable 
number  of  soldiers  added  largely  to  the  labours  of  the  inspector.  Latrines 
were  erected  under  his  supervision  and  an  extra  cart  was  obtained  for  empty¬ 
ing  cesspools.  Also  the  arrangements  for  scavenging  were  extended,  and 
disinfectants  were  supplied  to  the  troops. 
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BRIDGE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.  K.  ROBINSON,  m.d. 


Area  in  Acres,  41,797. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 
Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 


Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

10,971  ...  11,194  ...  11,369 

2,222  ...  2,173  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 


19*1  9-8  0-27  1-32 


33  2-12  0-44  0-18 


Adopted  Acts 


f 

i 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  is  lower,  whilst  the  death-rate  is 
slightly  higher.  Infantile  mortality  shows  a  marked  decrease  on  the  decennial 
average,  and  it  is  now  33  per  1,000,  a  most  encouraging  improvement. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act, 
fifty  notifications  were  received.  Of  these,  twenty  related  to  scarlet  fever, 
five  to  diphtheria,  five  erysipelas,  two  enteric  fever,  three  puerperal  fever 
and  eleven  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Further  progress  has  been  made 
during  the  year  in  keeping  tuberculous  patients  and  their  homes  under  super¬ 
vision,  and  endeavours  have  also  been  made  to  educate  patients  as  to  the  course 
they  should  pursue  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Water  Supply. — The  water-supply  remains  the  same  as  last  year.  At 
Rough  Common  a  complaint  was  made  respecting  the  inadequacy  of  the 
supply.  It  was  found  that  some  of  the  water  was  supplied  from  shallow 
wells,  but  the  water  derived  from  the  main  spring  belonging  to  the  Ecclesias¬ 
tical  Commissioners  was  of  good  quality. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  public  system  of  sewerage  has  yet  been 
adopted,  but  the  contents  of  closets  are  collected  weekly.  There  are  500 
water-closets,  900  earth-  and  pail-closets  and  about  300  privy  vaults  in  the 
district. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal.— Scavengers  are  appointed  for  excre¬ 
ment  and  refuse  removal  in  the  parishes  of  Barham,  Bridge,  Chartham, 
Ickham,  Fordwich,  part  of  Harbledown,  Littlebourne  and  part  of  Petham. 
The  collections  are  made  as  often  as  required. 

Housing  Matters. — During  the  year,  eighty-seven  houses  were  inspected 
under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  and  fifty-eight  were  found  to  be 
defective,  whilst  one  was  unfit  for  human  habitation.  The  followTing-up  of 
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Bridge .  Bromley. 


the  defects  entailed  180  visits  of  re-inspection.  There  are  now  2,207  dwelling- 
houses  of  all  classes  in  the  Bridge  rural  district,  and  in  this  number  are 
included  five  houses  which  were  erected  during  1914  by  private  enterprise. 

Milk  Supply. — The  dairy  farms  have  been  inspected  regularly,  and  have 
been  found  to  be  kept  in  fair  condition.  The  great  bulk  of  the  milk  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  district  is  disposed  of  in  Canterbury,  but  a  certain  amount  is 
taken  to  Ramsgate  and  Margate.  There  are  now  thirty-five  dairies,  cowsheds 
and  milkshops  on  the  council’s  register,  and  from  400  to  500  cows  in  the 
district. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  nine  slaughterhouses  have  been  visited 
frequently.  No  carcasses  of  diseased  animals  were  discovered  during  the 
year. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  inspector  made  231  primary 
visits  to  premises,  and  282  visits  of  re-inspection.  One  hundred  and  four 
statutory  notices  were  served,  and  in  the  majority  of  instances  the  require¬ 
ments  were  met.  The  presence  of  a  large  number  of  troops  in  the 
district  caused  a  great  increase  in  the  amount  of  supervision  required  from 
the  inspector. 


BROMLEY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  SCOTT  TEW,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

20-0  10*4  0-65 


Area  in  Acres,  28,839. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

18,808  ...  •  21,958  ...  23,095 

3,655  ...  4,231  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

1-00  55  1-43  3-04  0’22 


{  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Adopted  Acts  4  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.* 
(  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1 907. f 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  show  slight  decreases, 
whilst  the  infantile  mortality  rate,  although  decreased,  stands  at  55  per 


*The  whole  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  made  applicable  by  Section  50  to  Rural 
Districts  have  been  adopted  by  the  Bromley  R.D.C. 

fPart  II.  (Streets  and  Buildings),  Sections  20  to  24  inclusive,  29  to  33  inclusive  ; 
Part  III.  (Sanitary  Provisions),  Sections  36  to  38  inclusive,  43  to  45  inclusive,  49  and  51 ; 
Part  IV.  (Infectious  Disease)  Sections  52  to  68  inclusive  ;  for  the  whole  of  Bromley  R.  D.  ; 
and  Part  II.  (Streets  and  Buildings),  Sections  15  to  18  inclusive,  and  Section  27,  for  ten 
contributory  places,  and  one  special  drainage  district. 
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1,000,  a  satisfactorily  low  figure  as  compared  with  93  per  1,000  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of  notifications  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  received  during  the  year,  was  157,  a  considerable  increase  on  the 
number  received  in  the  previous  year.  The  increase  is  chiefly  accounted 
for  by  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  and  of  phthisis.  The  diseases 
were  distributed  as  follows : — diphtheria  seventy,  scarlet  fever  thirty- 
three,  enteric  fever  five,  erysipelas  six,  puerperal  fever  one,  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  thirty-six,  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  five.  Ninety-nine  cases 
of  infectious  disease  were  treated  in  the  Bromley  and  Beckenham  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  four  deaths  occurred,  three  from  diphtheria  and  one  from 
enteric  fever. 

Several  cases  of  “cross  infection”  occurred  during  the  early  part  of  1914 
among  the  children  admitted  to  the  isolation  hospital,  but  during  the  year 
extensive  alterations  have  been  made  to  the  building,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
further  cases  of  this  description  will  now  be  prevented. 

Water  Supply. — The  water-supply  is  provided  by  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board.  Several  samples  of  waters  supplied  from  other  sources  have 
been  examined,  and  action,  where  necessary,  has  been  taken.  A  complaint 
regarding  the  pollution  of  the  River  Cray  was  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Several  large  public  schemes  have  been 
under  consideration  during  1914.  Dr.  Tew  made  a  report  to  the  council 
during  the  year,  regarding  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  Keston  from  a 
drainage  point  of  view.  A  conference  was  held  between  representatives  of  the 
parish  councils  of  Keston  and  Hayes  and  the  rural  district  council,  and  the 
surveyor  was  asked  to  prepare  a  scheme,  which  was  duly  submitted  to  the 
council  in  August,  but  owing  to  the  war  the  matter  is  in  abeyance.  Dr.  Tew, 
in  his  report,  draws  special  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  drainage  of  the 
union  workhouse,  from  which  it  appears  that  a  drastic  overhauling  will  be 
needed. 

Housing  Matters. — The  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  was 
obtained  for  a  loan  of  <£2,046  for  the  purpose  of  the  purchase  of  land  and  the 
erection  of  cottages  in  Birlings  Road,  Knockholt.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
these  cottages  were  in  course  of  erection.  Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
Ac.  Act,  190  houses  were  inspected;  eighty  required  no  repairs,  whilst  ninety- 
two  had  defects,  of  which  seventy-one  were  remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Milk  Supply. — The  registered  cowsheds  and  milkshops  were  inspected 
frequently  during  the  year  and  the  council’s  regulations  were  generally 
complied  with. 
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Bromley.  Cranbrook. 


Regulated  Trades. — There  are  ten  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  all  of 
which  were  regularly  inspected,  and  the  council’s  bye-laws  were  found  to  be 
complied  with. 

Reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. — From  these  reports  much 
activity  appears  to  have  been  displayed  by  both  inspectors,  as  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  each  inspector  made  over  1,600  inspections  during  the  year.  The 
general  supervision  of  all  sanitary  works  appears  to  have  been  very  thorough. 


CRANBROOK. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  SCOTT  TEW,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


Area  in  Acres, 

41,315. 

Census  1901. 

Census  1911. 

Estimated  1914. 

Population 

12,944 

13,689 

13,959 

Inhabited  Houses 

2,834 

2,810 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

20-8 

10-2 

0-43 

0-51 

73 

0-79 

1-15 

0-36 

i  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  III. 

Adopted  Acts  -!  (so  far  as  it  relates  to  Rural  Districts). 

(  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (part  of).* 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  of  20’8  compares  favourably  with  the 
rate  for  the  whole  of  rural  England  and  Wales.  The  death-rate  is  10*2  per 
1,000.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  now  73,  a  slight  increase  on  the 
previous  year,  but  compares  well  with  the  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the 
whole  of  rural  England  and  Wales. 

Infectious  Diseases. — A  slight  decrease  is  shown  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year,  viz.,  sixty-nine.  The  cases  were 
distributed  as  follows  :  scarlet  fever  eleven,  diphtheria  sixteen,  enteric  fever 
five,  erysipelas  eight,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  three,  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
seventeen  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  nine.  The  accommodation  at  the 
isolation  hospital  again  came  under  consideration  during  the  year,  and  a  com¬ 
bination  with  some  other  sanitary  area  for  the  purpose  of  providing  isolation 
for  cases  of  small-pox  was  suggested.  No  definite  conclusion  had  been  arrived 
at  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

*  Sections  34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  43,  44,  45,  46  and  49  of  (Part  III.) 


Cranbrook. 
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Water  Supply. — No  schemes  of  a  public  nature  have  been  undertaken 
in  the  year.  Twelve  samples  of  water  were  examined,  and  repairs  were  carried 
out  in  wells  as  required. 

Drainage. — A  scheme  for  the  re-drainage  of  the  town  came  under  con¬ 
sideration  during  the  year,  but  owing  to  the  War  the  matter  was  postponed. 
The  drainage  of  three  houses,  where  cases  of  typhoid  fever  had  occurred,  was 
inspected  and  as  the  closets  were  considered  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient, 
the  drains  were  relaid  and  the  work  carried  out  to  Dr.  Tew’s  satisfaction. 
In  the  Church  of  England  Schools  the  old  trough  closet  was  replaced  by  new 
closet  pans,  each  with  a  separate  flush  cistern. 

Scavenging. — There  are  no  regular  collections  of  refuse,  but  in  Cranbrook 
it  is  collected  by  contract  per  day,  as  circumstances  require. 

Milk  Supply. — The  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  in  the  district  have 
been  regularly  inspected,  and  defects  found  have  been  made  good. 

Housing  Matters. — The  inspection  of  houses  under  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.  Act,  has  been  continued,  and  the  defects  found  in  1912  and  1913 
have  now  been  nearly  all  made  good.  During  the  year  eighteen  new  houses 
have  been  built  by  private  enterprise  and  seven  houses  have  been  closed 
voluntarily. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  is 
the  same  as  last  year ;  they  were  all  regularly  visited  and  in  four  where 
defects  were  found  remedies  were  at  once  put  in  hand. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.— Inspection  appears  to  have 
been  carried  out  regularly  during  the  year,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  work 
must  have  been  covered  with  the  inspection  of  houses,  dairies  and  slaughter¬ 
houses  and  the  following-up  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 
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DARTFORD. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  S.  RICHMOND,  m.d. 
Area  in  Acres,  37,997. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


Birth 

Rate. 


Death 

Rate. 


Zymotic 

Death 

Rate. 


Census  1901. 

37,532 


6,609 


Census  1911. 

39,909 


6,776 


Estimated  1914. 

41,147 


Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 


21*4  10-1 


0-83 


0-88 


69 


4-40  0-71 


032 


Adopted  Acts.. 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1 907. 


Sanitary  Sections 

5>  55 


Vital  Statistics. — The  death-rate,  previously  low,  shows  this  year  again  a 
further  decrease.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  of  sixty  deaths  in  a  population 
of  41,147  is  most  satisfactory.  The  birth-rate  of  21 -4  shows  a  slight  decrease 
on  the  rate  of  the  previous  year,  but  compares  not  unfavourably  with  the 
average  rate  of  219  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Three  hundred  and  thirty-five  notifications  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease  were  made  during  the  year.  The  diseases  were  distributed 
in  the  following  manner  : — Scarlet  fever  181,  diphtheria  twenty-one,  erysipelas 
thirty-eight,  enteric  fever  thirteen,  puerperal  fever  two,  ophthalmia  neonatorum 
two,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  sixty-nine  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  thirty- 
one.  The  number  of  cases  of  measles  was  much  reduced  in  this  year,  and  no 
deaths  had  to  be  recorded. 

Water  Supply. — The  main  water-supply  is  distributed  from  the  various 
pumping  stations  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  and  is  derived  from  the 
deep  beds  of  chalk;  in  the  outlying  parishes  the  water  is  supplied  by  the 
Mid  Kent  Company  from  its  station  at  Snodland. 

Drainage. — Drainage  and  sewerage  are  provided  for  by  two  main 
sewers,  one  of  which — the  Darenth  Valley — commencing  in  the  Sevenoaks 
district,  runs  alongside  the  River  Darenth  as  far  as  Dartford  ;  the  other — the 
West  Kent — which  follows  the  course  of  the  River  Cray,  unites  below 
Dartford  with  the  Darenth  Valley  sewer,  where  they  discharge  into  large 
settling  tanks,  from  which  the  sewage,  after  disinfection  and  deposition,  is 
discharged  into  the  Thames.  In  the  six  purely  rural  parishes,  each  house- 
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holder  looks  after  his  own  sanitation,  and  has  the  assistance  of  the  sanitary 
vans,  which  can  be  hired  as  required. 

Scavenging. — There  is  no  mention  in  the  report  of  any  arrangement  for 
scavenging,  but  it  is  noted  that  the  number  of  sanitary  dustbins  is  being 
increased  considerably. 

Housing  Matters. — Two  hundred  and  sixty-six  properties  have  been 
inspected,  representing  737  houses.  Defects  have  been  taken  in  hand  and 
completed  in  243  houses,  and  thirty  houses  have  had  to  be  closed.  The 
repairs  under  fresh  notices  have  not  been  carried  out  so  readily  as  in  former 
years,  and  this  delay  has  no  doubt  been  caused  by  builders  and  contractors 
not  being  able  to  supply  workmen  owing  to  the  war. 

Milk  Supply.— The  district  is  chiefly  dependent  upon  imported  milk, 
although  there  is  a  large  number  of  dairies  in  the  area.  No  complaint  has 
been  made  of  the  quality  of  the  milk. 

All  the  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  are  registered,  and  are  periodically 
visited  and  inspected.  There  is  a  good  supply  of  water  to  the  cowsheds,  and 
the  ventilation  and  drainage  are  closely  watched. 

Regulated  Trades. — One  hundred  and  sixty  inspections  were  made  of 
factories  and  workshops,  and  defects  found  were  remedied  in  all  cases. 
There  are  forty-nine  bakehouses  in  the  district,  of  which  four  are  underground. 
All  the  bakehouses  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  well  lighted,  and  are  kept 
whitewashed. 

Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. — Constant  inspection  and  super- 
vison  has  been  carried  out  by  the  three  inspectors,  and  much  good  work  has 
been  accomplished. 
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DOVER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.  Iv.  ROBINSON,  m.d. 
Area  in  Acres,  27,121. 


Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  6,270  ...  8,299  ...  8,590 

Inhabited  Houses  1,508  ...  1,438 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 


Zymotic 

Phthisis 

Rate  of  Deaths  under 

per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

Death 

one  year  of  age  to 

Scarlet 

Enteric 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

1,000  Births. 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Fever. 

22-7 

10-0 

0-70 

0-59 

57 

4-66 

0-24 

0T2 

Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  A.ct,  1907. 
and  IV. 


Parts  III. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  increased  considerably,  whilst  the 
death-rate  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  diminished,  during  1914,  as 
compared  with  the  corresponding  rates  recorded  during  1913, 

Infectious  Diseases. — Forty-four  cases  were  notified,  of  which  forty 
were  scarlet  fever,  two  diphtheria,  one  enteric  fever  and  one  puerperal  fever. 
Infected  clothing  and  school  attendance  were  causes  of  certain  cases  of  scarlet 
fever. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  seven  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  notified  during  the  year.  Twenty-nine  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  removed 
to  hospital. 

W 4TER  Supply. — The  mains  of  the  East  Kent  District  Water  Company 
traverse  the  greater  part  of  the  district.  The  pumping  station  and  wells  are 
situated  at  Martin,  with  service  reservoirs  at  St.  Radigund’s  and  Lingledge. 
The  water  is  of  high  quality.  One  thousand  and  sixty-three  houses  receive 
the  water-supply  and  thirty-six  houses  were  connected  during  the  year. 

The  Folkestone  Water  Company,  with  pumping  stations  and  wells  at 
Drellingore,  in  the  parish  of  Alkham,  and  at  Lye  Oak,  Lydden,  supplies 
thirty-nine  houses  in  the  parish  of  Alkham  and  one  house  in  the  parish  of 
Capel-le-Ferne.  Two  farms  and  six  cottages  at  Farthingloe,  just  outside 
the  boundary  of  the  borough  of  Dover,  are  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the 
Dover  Corporation  Waterworks. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — There  is  no  sewerage 
system  in  the  district.  In  those  portions  of  the  district  in  which  public  water- 
supplies  are  available,  water-closets  discharging  into  cesspools  are  provided. 
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In  the  other  parts  pail-closets  are  in  common  use.  Privy-vaults  still  exist, 
but  their  number  is  decreasing  yearly. 

H  ousing  Matters. — One  hundred  and  five  houses  were  inspected  under 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909,  and  twelve  were  found  defective 
in  some  respect.  One  house  was  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  a 
closing  order  was  made. 

Milk  Supply. — The  forty-four  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  in  the 
district,  were  inspected  regularly  and  found  satisfactory.  There  are  about 
600  cows  in  the  district.  A  few  dairy  farmers  employed  the  tuberculin  test 
during  the  year. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  six  slaughterhouses  were  inspected  regularly 
and  found  satisfactory.  No  carcasses  of  diseased  animals  were  discovered 
during  the  year.  No  inspections  of  factories  or  workshops  were  made 

in  1914. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — Four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  The  piggeries  in  the  district  required 
extra  attention,  owing  to  the  large  quantity  of  food  from  the  camps  being 
deposited  at  these  places. 

Much  useful  work  was  carried  out  at  billets  and  camps  during  the  year. 


EAST  ASHFORD. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.  K.  ROBINSON,  m.d. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

19-9  11-4  0-80 


Area  in  Acres,  54,800. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

13,112  ...  13,616  ...  13,787 

3,015  ...  3,099  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

0-88  84  2-11  2-91  0*15 


(Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Part  II. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.  Certain 
Sections  * 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  diminished  considerably,  whilst  the 
death-rate  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  increased,  during  1914,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  corresponding  rates  recorded  during  1913. 


*  Part  IV.  and  Sections  34-38  inclusive,  43-47  inclusive,  49  and  50  of  Part  III. 
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East  Ashford. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Seventy-six  cases  were  notified,  of  which  forty 
were  diphtheria,  twenty-nine  scarlet  fever,  two  enteric  fever  and  five 
erysipelas.  In  addition,  fourteen  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  ten 
of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  the  forty 
cases  of  diphtheria,  seventeen  occurred  at  Mersham,  twelve  at  Willesborough, 
five  at  Challock,  four  at  Sevington  and  two  at  Chilham. 

School  influence,  difficulty  of  diagnosis,  and  persistent  negligence  on 
the  part  of  parents,  contributed  to  the  spread  of  diphtheria. 

Of  the  twenty-nine  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  twenty-two  cases  occurred  at 
Willesborough,  four  at  Wye  and  three  at  Chilham. 

Twenty-four  scarlet  fever  patients,  twenty-seven  diphtheria  patients  and 
one  patient  with  enteric  fever,  were  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital. 

Water  Supply. — From  1500  to  1600  houses  (about  one-half  of  the  total 
number  in  the  district)  are  connected  with  the  public  mains.  During  1914, 
twenty-six  additional  houses  were  connected.  The  Willesborough  Water¬ 
works,  constructed  by  the  district  council  in  1899,  supplies  the  whole  of  the 
parish  of  Willesborough,  and  the  outlying  portions  of  the  parishes  of  Wye, 
Hinxhill  and  Sevington.  The  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  have  power  to 
supply  any  part  of  the  East  Ashford  Rural  District,  with  the  exception  of  the 
parishes  of  Willesborough  and  Hinxhill,  but  so  far,  mains  have  only  been 
laid  in  the  parishes  of  Wye,  Kennington  and  Boughton  Aluph.  Analyses 
showed  that  both  these  public  supplies  were  satisfactory. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — There  were  approxi¬ 
mately  1932  water-closets,  632  earth-  or  pail-closets  and  718  privy  vaults  in 
the  district.  In  the  five  larger  parishes,  a  system  of  pail-  and  earth-closets, 
with  regularly  appointed  scavengers,  is  in  vogue,  and  a  weekly  collection  of 
house-refuse  is  made. 

Housing  Matters. — The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  was  153,  of  which  fifty-four  were  found  to  be 
defective  in  some  respect.  Eleven  houses  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  one  closing  order  was  made.  Out  of  3099  dwelling-houses  in 
this  district,  2975  have  a  rental  not  exceeding  =£16  per  annum.  There  are 
no  back-to-back  houses  or  cellar-dwellings  in  the  district. 

Milk  Supply. — The  thirty-six  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  on  the 
council’s  register,  were  observed  carefully  and  found  to  be  generally  satis¬ 
factory.  There  are  about  420  cows  in  this  district, 
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East  Ashford .  Eastry. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  nineteen  slaughterhouses  were  visited  regularly. 
The  necessary  improvements  were  carried  out.  No  carcasses  of  diseased 
animals  were  discovered  during  1914.  The  factories  and  workshops  were 
visited  and  the  defects  found  were  remedied. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — One  hundred  and  ninety-three 
nuisances  were  dealt  with  effectually.  One  hundred  and  thirty-two  informal 
notices  and  eleven  statutory  notices  were  issued.  In  one  case  legal  proceed¬ 
ings  were  taken.  Much  useful  work  was  carried  out  in  connection  with  the 
billeting  of  troops  during  the  year. 


EASTRY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.  K.  ROBINSON,  m.d. 


Area  in  Acres,  43,682. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

22-3  10-6  0-67 


Census  1901. 

Census  1911. 

Estimated  1914. 

12,168 

13,161 

13,501 

2,885 

2,854 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

0-89  64  3-63  430  008 


Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  has  increased,  and  the  infantile 
mortality  decreased,  both  these  being  satisfactory  improvements.  The  death- 
rate  remains  practically  the  same  as  last  year,  and  is  slightly  higher  than  the 
average  rate  for  the  rural  districts  of  the  county. 

Infectious  Diseases. — One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  cases  of  infectious 
disease  were  notified,  including  fifty-eight  of  diphtheria  and  forty-nine  of 
scarlet  fever.  Twenty-six  each  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  patients,  were 
removed  to  the  isolation  hospital.  There  were  sixteen  cases  of  tuberculosis, 
thirteen  being  pulmonary  and  three  non-pulmonary  in  character.  The  patients 
were  visited,  hand-bills  were  distributed  and  pocket  spittoons  supplied  at  the 
cost  of  the  council.  Shelters  are  provided  in  the  workhouse  grounds  for  poor- 
law  cases. 


Water  Supply. — About  1,800  houses  in  the  district  are  connected  with 
the  mains  from  the  following  supplies  : — Deal  and  W aimer  Joint  Water  Board  ; 
East  Kent  District  Water  Company ;  M  argate  Corporation  Works ;  Eastry 
Rural  District  Council  joint  underbaking  with  Sandwich  ;  private  supply  from 
Northbourne  Estate, 
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Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — Wingham  is  still  without 
an  efficient  scheme  of  sewerage,  although  there  is  an  adequate  water-supply. 
In  the  rural  district  about  fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  dwelling-houses  possess 
water-closets,  sixty-five  per  cent,  pail  closets  and  twenty  per  cent,  privy  vaults. 
Scavengers  are  appointed  by  the  district  council  in  the  parishes  of  Ash, 
Wingham,  Eastry  and  a  portion  of  Worth,  to  empty  the  contents  of  pail- 
closets.  The  material  collected  is  used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Housing  Matters. — The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  section  17 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  was  fifty-six.  One  was  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  but  no  closing  order  was  made.  Defects  were  remedied  in 
three  premises. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  on  the 
council’s  register  were  kept  under  careful  supervision,  as  also  were  the 
slaughterhouses  and  the  workshops  and  bakehouses. 

This  summary  is  incomplete  owing  to  the  non-receipt  of  the  annual 
report  at  the  time  of  writing.  Dr.  Robinson  has,  however,  supplied  me  with 
duplicate  copies  of  his  statistical  tables. 


ELHAM. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.  K.  ROBINSON,  m.d. 

Area  in  Acres,  37,154. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

6,813  ...  7,441  ...  7,659 

1,497  ...  1,651  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

0-53  55  3-53  0.27  0-27 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Adopted  Acts  I  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

{  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.* 

Vital  Statistics.  —  The  birth-rate  has  decreased,  and  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  increased,  as  compared  with  the  rates  recorded  last  year.  The 
infantile  mortality  is,  however,  still  satisfactory.  The  death-rate  remains 
low. 


Sections  23  and  25  of  Part  II.  ;  34  to  46,  48,  49  and  50  of  Part  III.  ;  and  the  whole  of 

Part  IV. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Rirth  Death  Death 

Bate.  Rate.  Rate. 

14-3  8-2  0-27 


Elham. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Fifty  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
during  the  year,  including  twenty-seven  of  scarlet  fever.  All  but  two  of  the 
latter  patients  were  treated  in  the  isolation  hospital.  There  were  eight  cases 
of  erysipelas,  and  two  each  of  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever. 

There  were  eleven  cases  of  tuberculosis,  nine  of  which  were  pulmonary. 

Water  Supply. — About  400  houses  in  the  parishes  of  Lyminge,  Elham, 
Salt  wood  and  Stanford  are  connected  with  the  mains  of  the  Elham  Valley 
Water  Company.  Newington  has  a  good  supply  from  mains  connected 
with  springs  at  the  foot  of  Peene  Hill.  The  inhabitants  of  Swingfield  and 
Acrise  at  present  obtain  their  supplies  from  deep  wells  (averaging  300  feet  in 
depth)  and  rain-water  tanks  ;  whilst  the  residents  at  Stowting,  Monks  Horton, 
Sellinge  and  Lympne  derive  their  supplies  from  springs  and  shallow  wells. 
The  inhabitants  of  Paddlesworth,  Stelling,  Stelling  Minnis  and  Hawkinge 
are  dependent  upon  rain-water  for  their  supplies.  In  some  of  these  parishes, 
where  the  natural  supplies  are  unsatisfactory  or  deficient,  it  is  desirable  that 
public  supplies  should  be  provided. 

Housing  Matters. — The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  section  17 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909,  was  508;  ninety-six  of  those 
found  defective  were  put  in  order  by  the  owners. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  on  the 
council’s  register  were  kept  under  careful  observation,  as  likewise  were  the 
slaughterhouses  and  the  factories  and  workshops. 

This  summary  is  incomplete,  owing  to  the  non-receipt  of  the  annual  report 
at  the  time  of  writing.  Dr.  Robinson  has,  however,  supplied  me  with  duplicate 
copies  of  his  statistical  tables. 


FAVERSHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  PRIDEAUX  G.  SELBl,  m.ilc.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Area  in  Acres,  44,000. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

22*9  10*4  0  65 


Census  1901. 

15,132 
3,231 

Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 

0-86  69 


Estimated  1914. 

14,000 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

2-15  10*08  0-15 


Census  1911. 

14,129 

2,984 


Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  III. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Part  IV. 
and  certain  sections  in  Part  III.). 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  were  practically  the 
same  as  in  1913,  whilst  the  infantile  mortality  rate  showed  a  decrease. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Two  hundred  and  nine  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year,  including  141  of  diphtheria,  thirty  of  scarlet  fever,  and  twenty-four 
of  tuberculosis.  There  were  two  cases  of  enteric  fever  and  two  of  cerebro¬ 
spinal  meningitis.  One  hundred  and  forty-two  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
removed  to  the  isolation  hospital.  The  outbreak  of  diphtheria  was  mainly 
at  Teynham  and  the  schools  had  to  be  closed.  There  was  no  death  amongst 
102  cases,  which  result  was  chiefly  due  to  the  early  administration  of  antitoxin. 
One  case  of  enteric  fever  was  traced  to  eating  shell-fish. 

Twelve  deaths  occurred  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  As  many  cases  as 
possible  of  this  disease  are  sent  to  sanatoria,  and  the  council  possesses  four 
moveable  shelters. 

There  has  been  no  notifiable  infectious  disease  amongst  the  troops  billeted 
in  the  district. 

Water  Supply.— A  new  well  has  recently  been  sunk  at  Hernhill  Schools. 
An  analysis  of  the  water  proved  it  to  be  contaminated  with  sewage.  Seven 
wells  in  the  neighbourhood  were  then  tested  and  all  found  similarly 
contaminated.  The  council  have  therefore  arranged  that  two  tanks  shall  be 
placed  temporarily  at  Hernhill  to  supply  these  houses  and  the  school,  until  a 
public  water-supply  can  be  carried  from  Staple  Street,  where  there  is  a  good 
bore- well. 


Faversham. 
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Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewage  disposal  of 
Ospringe  is  under  discussion,  and  the  preparation  of  plans  and  suggestions 
are  in  hand.  Excessive  rainfall  has  again  led  to  difficulties  in  the  efficient 
emptying  of  cesspools  at  Teynham.  The  medical  officer  of  health  suggests  that 
more  energetic  emptying  during  the  summer  months  would  tend  to  diminish  the 
trouble  with  flooding.  A  suitable  place  has  now  been  found  for  emptying  the 
sewage  carts,  which  will  lessen  the  distance  to  be  travelled  and  enable  more 
work  to  be  done. 

A  still  further  improvement  was  to  be  seen  in  the  hop-picking  encamp¬ 
ments,  and  in  some  cases  barrels  were  provided  for  refuse. 

A  vigorous  campaign  against  flies  has  been  instituted. 

The  inspector  reports  222  defects  of  drains  and  cesspools  remedied,  and 
nearly  100  conversions  of  privies. 

Milk  Supply. — Great  improvements  are  noticeable  in  the  cowhouses 
newly-erected  under  the  inspector’s  directions.  There  are  forty-four  registered 
premises  in  the  district.  Nine  names  have  been  removed  from,  and  seven 
added  to,  the  register. 

Housing  Matters. — All  the  houses  in  the  district  have  now  been 
inspected.  Four  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with  during  1914.  There 
are  no  underground  rooms  used  as  workshops  or  sleeping  places.  One  hundred 
and  fifteen  defects  were  remedied  under  the  heading  of  “  repairs  and 
cleansing,”  but  no  houses  were  condemned  during  the  year. 

Two  hundred  and  forty-five  informal,  and  one  statutory,  notices  were 
served.  Three  thousand  six  hundred  and  fourteen  premises  were  inspected  or 
re-inspected. 

Regulated  Trades. — Factories,  workshops  and  bakehouses  were 
periodically  inspected  and  all  defects  found  were  remedied.  There  are 
thirteen  slaughterhouses  which  were  inspected  regularly,  especially  on  killing 
days. 

During  the  year  two  carcasses  of  beef,  one  of  pork,  and  apart  of  one  sheep 
were  condemned  and  destroyed. 

The  quality  of  food  sold  to  the  hop-pickers,  especially  of  meat,  shows  a 
marked  improvement. 
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Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  inspector  makes  a  detailed 
report,  from  which  several  of  the  above  statements  are  taken  : — 

No.  of  inspections  of  premises . . 

,,  Re-inspections  of  premises  . 

,,  School  inspections  . 

,,  Slaughterhouse  inspections .  . 

,,  Cowsheds  and  dairies  inspections  . 

,,  Factories  and  workshops  inspections . 

,,  Rooms  disinfected . 

,,  Informal  notices  . 

,,  Statutory  notices  . 

,,  Letters  sent  . 

,,  Letters  sent  to  schools  re  infectious  disease.... . 


HOLLING  BOURN. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  G.  M.  TUKE,  m.r.c.s 
Area  in  Acres,  57,670. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  12,546  ...  12,845  ...  12,846 

Inhabited  Houses  2,850  ...  2,818  ...  — 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

18-1 

10-2 

0-63 

1-02 

95 

D56 

1'72 

032 

Adopted  Acts  ...  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  is  slightly  lower  and  the  infantile 
mortality  very  much  higher,  than  in  1913.  Indeed  the  infant  mortality  of 
95  per  1,000  is  higher  than  it  has  been  for  six  years.  The  death-rate  is 
about  the  same. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Eighty-six  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified, 
of  which  twenty  were  referable  to  scarlet  fever,  twenty-two  to  diphtheria  and 
four  to  enteric  fever.  Dr,  Tuke  considers  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  to 
have  been  due  to  the  excessive  rainfail  after  the  long  drought.  Of  the  enteric 
cases  two  occurred  at  Boxley,  which  appear  to  have  been  due  to  imperfect 
earth  closets — both  were  in  the  same  house;  and  two  were  imported  ones.  There 
were  twenty-four  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Water  Supply. — There  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  this  direction 
during  the  past  year.  Sixty-two  houses  have  been  linked  up  with  the  water 
mains,  which  also  have  now  been  extended  to  the  north  end  of  Bredhurst  and 


1223 

2391 

18 

397 

170 

31 

156 

245 

1 

135 

117 


Hollingbourn. 
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to  Wormshill.  A  large  reservoir  at  Fairbourne  Heath  has  been  completed, 
and  will  supply  the  surrounding  district,  especially  benefiting  Ulcombe,  which 
until  now  has  had  to  rely  on  one  water  tap.  The  open  reservoir  at  Warren 
has  been  covered  over  and  fenced  in.  The  outlying  parts  of  Chart  Sutton, 
Headcorn  and  Crafty  Green  are  still  inadequately  supplied  with  water. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewage  disposal 
works  at  Sutton  Valence  and  at  Lenham  are  proving  satisfactory.  The 
council  has  had  under  consideration  this  year  the  question  of  improved 
drainage  in  the  parishes  of  Leeds  and  Harrietsham,  and  plans  are  being 
prepared  for  the  installation  of  suitable  schemes. 

Disposal  of  House  Refuse.  —  This  appears  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
Inspections  show  that  refuse  is  often  found  in  close  proximity  to  back  doors, 
and  the  conditions  make  it  difficult  to  deal  with.  Mr.  Apps,  the  sanitary 
inspector,  suggests  that  the  council  should  undertake  or  contract  for  the 
removal  of  house-refuse. 

Housing  Matters. — Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac.  Act, 
five  hundred  and  thirty-two  houses  have  been  inspected,  and  ninety-seven 
more  on  complaint  or  by  request.  As  a  result,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four 
houses  have  been  provided  with  an  entirely  new  system  of  drains. 

A  general  inspection  of  (1)  special  huts,  (2)  tents  and  (3)  farm  buildings 
occupied  by  hop-pickers,  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  All  defects  were  notified  to  the  owners,  who 
repaired  them  forthwith. 

Milk  Supply. — During  the  year  special  inspections  have  been  made 
of  dairies  and  cowsheds,  and  there  are  signs  of  general  improvement.  One  new 
cowshed  for  ten  cows  has  been  erected. 

Regulated  Trades.— Slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected  regularly, 
and  are  kept  in  fair  condition.  There  are  sixty-nine  workshops  on  the 
register. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.— There  have  been  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventeen  inspections,  which  were  disposed  thus  : — 

House  inspections  for  various  purposes  814  Re-inspections  . .  1004 

Trade  inspections  .  127 

Factories  and  workshops  inspections  172 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health,  C.  D.  OUTKED,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  Acres,  19,727. 


Census  1901. 

Population  ...  4,262 

Inhabited  Houses  788 


Census  1911. 

3,965 

752 


Estimated  1914. 

3,869 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

27-9 

8-6 

0-26 

0-78 

56 

5-69 

0-26 

— 

Adopted  Acts 


Infections  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  is  practically  the  same  as  in  1913, 
whilst  the  death-rate  is  slightly  lower.  Dr.  Outred  remarks  that  two  of  the 
deaths — -females  aged  thirty-three  and  sixty-three,  respectively — were  certified 
by  the  Coroner  as  “  unknown,”  and  that  no  post-mortem  was  made.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  shows  much  improvement,  being  fifty-six,  as  against 
112  for  1913,  and  123  for  1912. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Thirty-five  cases  were  notified,  including  twenty- 
two  of  scarlet  fever  and  ten  of  tuberculosis.  The  scarlet  fever  was  evidently 
spread  by  mild  unrecognised  cases.  An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the 
Chatham  and  Rochester  Joint  Committee  to  receive  civilian  cases  of  small-pox 
into  their  small-pox  hospital. 

There  is  very  useful  co-operation  between  the  civil  and  military  authori¬ 
ties  in  the  district. 

Water  Supply. — With  the  exception  of  Grain  and  Cooling,  the  district 
is  provided  with  water  from  the  main  supply  at  Higham.  The  water  from  the 
wells,  outside  the  Fort,  which  constituted  the  only  supply  of  Grain  village,  has 
been  certified  as  quite  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  They  are  now  obtaining  a 
supply  from  the  well  inside  the  Fort.  Dr.  Outred  strongly  urges  the  imme¬ 
diate  extension  of  the  main  from  Stoke  to  Grain,  especially  as  the  Admiralty 
and  Military  have  stations  at  the  latter  place. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — Except  at  Chattenderi, 
where  the  sewage  is  collected  and  passed  on  to  clinker  beds,  privy-pits  and 
cesspools  prevail.  The  scattered  villages  render  any  main  drainage  scheme 
too  expensive.  Dr.  Outred  thus  recommends  the  replacing  of  privies  by  some 
form  of  earth-closet. 


Moo.  Maidstone . 
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Housing  Matters. — Seven  dwelling-houses  were  inspected  and  one  was 
considered  unfit  for  habitation.  One  closing  order  was  made  and  the  defects 
were  afterwards  remedied.  The  increased  work  in  the  inspector’s  department, 
due  to  extra  duties,  have  prevented  him  from  making  as  complete  an  inspection 
as  was  intended. 

Milk  Supply. — The  sixteen  cowsheds  and  dairies  were  frequently  inspected, 
and  no  serious  defects  were  found  Any  suggestions  made  were  carried  out  by 
the  owners. 

.Regulated  Trades. — There  are  two  registered  slaughterhouses  and  five 
bakehouses.  These  were  systematically  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 
Thirty-eight  inspections  were  made  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act, 
and  defects  found  were  remedied. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances,— One  hundred  and  fifty  inspections 
were  made.  Four  statutory  and  fifty  other  notices  were  served.  All 
nuisances  were  remedied.  Ten  houses  have  had  the  necessary  repairs  carried 
out  and  two  have  been  demolished. 


MAIDSTONE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  SCOTT  TEW,  m.d.,  d.p.it. 


Area  in  Acres,  34,996. 


Census  1901.  Census  1911. 

Estimated  1914. 

Population 

.  .  . 

15,570 

16,398 

16,680 

Inhabited  Houses 

3,378 

3,487 

— 

Birth  Death 

Rate.  Rate. 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1000  of  the  population. 

Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

19-0  11-2 

0-54 

0-72 

73  4‘68 

2-22  0-06 

Adopted  Acts  ... 

None. 

♦ 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  is  lower  than  that  of  1913.  The 
death-rate  of  1P2  remain  practically  the  same  as  last  year.  The  lowest 
infantile  mortality  rate  was  in  1909,  and  the  present  rate  of  73  per  1,000 
shows  but  a  slight  increase  thereon. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of  notifications  received  during  the 
year  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  shows  an  increase  on  the 
previous  year’s  total.  One  hundred  and  forty  cases  were  notified,  as  follows  : — 
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Scarlet  fever  seventy-three,  diphtheria  thirty-eight,  enteric  fever  one,  erysipelas 
three,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  twenty,  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  five. 
Ninety- three  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  treated  in  the  isolation  hospital 
at  Loose,  viz.,  scarlet  fever  sixty-one  and  diphtheria  thirty-two.  No 
alterations  were  effected  at  the  hospital  during  the  year.  A  joint  meeting 
was  held  towards  the  end  of  the  year  between  the  [Maidstone  Rural,  Maidstone 
Urban,  and  Hollingbourn  Rural  Authorities,  with  a  view  to  combining  for  the 
provision  of  accommodation  for  any  possible  cases  of  small-pox. 

Water  Supply. — Several  private  supplies  have  been  the  subject  of 
investigation  during  the  year,  and  seventeen  samples  of  water  were  examined, 
with  the  result  that  ten  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  quality  until 
certain  structural  repairs  had  been  completed. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Numerous  small  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  on  private  premises,  but  no  work  of  a  public  character  with  regard 
to  the  general  drainage  of  the  district  has  been  undertaken. 

Milk  Supply. — The  number  of  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  in  the 
district  remains  the  same  as  last  year.  Periodical  inspections  have  been  carried 
out,  and  defects  found  have  been  remedied. 

Housing  Matters.  —  Since  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac.  Act,  1909, 
came  into  force,  217  houses  have  been  inspected  and  particulars  recorded. 
During  1914  the  work  of  inspection  has  been  continued,  and  altogether 
seventy-five  houses  were  inspected.  No  houses  were  required  to  be  closed  and 
in  the  majority  of  cases  the  repairs  necessary  were  well  in  hand  towards  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  apparently  no  offensive  trades  in  the 
district,  but  the  slaughterhouses  have  been  subject  to  regular  inspection 
throughout  the  year.  There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  or  cellar-dwellings. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — Twenty-one  houses  were 
erected  under  new  bye-laws,  whilst  twenty-two  houses  were  erected  previous  to 
the  passing  of  the  bye-laws.  The  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  steadily 
maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  numerous  defects  have  been  remedied 
as  attention  has  been  directed  to  them. 
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MALLING. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  A.  H.  ROBERTS,  m.e.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Area  in  Acres,  38,458. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  24,724  ...  24,233  ...  24,054 

Inhabited  Houses  5,183  ...  4,948  ...  — 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1.000  of  the  population. 


Birth 

Death 

Death 

Death 

one  year  of  age  to 

Scarlet 

Enteric 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

1,000  Births. 

Fever. 

Diphtheria.  Fever. 

22*8 

9-8 

0-71 

0-67 

59 

5-37 

4-33  0-05 

Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (certain 
clauses  relating  to  Rural  Districts). 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  show  very  slight 
variations  from  the  rates  of  last  year.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  shows  a 
marked  decrease,  being  59  as  against  107  for  1913.  This  decrease  is  to  a 
large  extent  due  to  comparative  freedom  from  epidemic  diarrhoea. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Two  hundred  and  fifty-four  cases  were  notified, 
including  129  of  scarlet  fever,  104  of  diphtheria  and  fifteen  of  erysipelas. 
In  addition,  there  were  fifty-five  cases  of  tuberculosis,  forty-three  being 
pulmonary. 

Fifty-seven  cases  of  scarlet-fever  were  treated  at  the  isolation  hospital, 
and  an  equal  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria.  The  only  hospital  accommodation 
for  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  that  provided  by  the  county. 

In  the  case  'of  scarlet  fever  no  particular  school  seemed  to  be  specially 
involved,  but  Dr.  Roberts  considers  that  in  Snodland,  school  infection  was 
responsible  for  a  large  proportion  of  cases  of  diphtheria  owing  to  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  sanitary  condition  of  yards  and  closets.  The  repeated  outbreaks  could 
not  definitely  be  traced  to  any  local  conditions  of  milk  supply,  drainage,  &c. 

Water  Supply. — The  main  water-supply  for  the  district  comes  from 
deep  borings  into  the  Lower  Greensand  at  Hailing.  The  supply  is  satisfactory, 
though  hard.  Four  thousand  two  hundred  and  eleven  houses  receive  this 
water  whilst  about  1300  use  spring  or  well  water.  A  few  depend  on  a  rain¬ 
water  supply. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — In  so  scattered  a  district 
no  uniform  system  can  be  adopted.  In  the  villages  the  population  depends  on 
earth  or  pail  closets,  or  privies,  and  the  dry  refuse  is  dug  into  the  garden.  The 


Mailing . 


drainage  is  into  cesspools  with  overflows  or  soakaways.  The  systems  of  sewage 
disposal  adopted  elsewhere  are  giving  satisfactory  results.  The  improvements 
at  the  outfall  works  at  Snodland  are  now  complete,  and  the  effluent  is  discharged 
beneath  a  cascade  into  tidal  waters.  The  medical  officer  of  health  suggests  a 
weekly  round,  instead  of  a  fortnightly,  of  dry  scavenging,  during  the  summer 
months  in  East  Mailing  and  Ditton. 

The  Maidstone  sewage  disposal  works  are  at  times  a  cause  of  complaint 
to  Aylesford  and  the  neighbourhood. 

Housing  Matters. — Three  hundred  and  thirty-five  houses  were  inspected 
under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act.  In  certain  parts  new  houses  are 
still  needed,  more  especially  at  Ightham.  The  workmen’s  cottages  at  Merevvorth 
are  now  completed  and  occupied.  Seventy-two  premises  with  serious  sanitary 
defects  either  have,  or  are  in  process  of  having,  the  defects  remedied.  No 
cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported.  Five  houses  were  found  unfit  for 
habitation  and  demolished. 

With  regard  to  the  immigrant  hoppers,  Dr.  Roberts  proposes  in  the  early 
summer  to  draw  the  attention  of  certain  growers  to  the  defects  in  their 
arrangements  which  were  noted  and  reported  upon  last  season. 

Milk  Supply. — No  milk  is  imported  into  the  district,  and  supplies 
are  sent  to  neighbouring  towns  and  to  London,  in  some  dairies  an  effort  is 
made  to  improve  milking  conditions,  but  in  many  the  process  is  primitive  and 
milking  regulations  are  not  strictly  observed.  Only  exceptionally  is  the  tuber¬ 
culin  test  for  cows  used.  Thirty-six  samples  were  examined  and  four  were 
found  inferior.  There  were,  however,  no  prosecutions  necessary  for  milk 
adulteration. 

Regulated  Trades. — Twenty  factories  and  109  workshops  are  on  the 
register.  Six  slaughterhouses  were  cleansed  and  white-washed,  after  informal 
notice ;  as  also  were  six  bakehouses.  There  were  330  inspections,  and  all 
defects  found  were  remedied.  There  are  two  underground  bakehouses. 

Under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  140  samples  were  taken. 
Eight  persons  were  cautioned  and  two  successful  prosecutions  were  undertaken. 
The  food  on  sale  to  hop-pickers  is  receiving  close  attention. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  inspector  reports 
specially  on  scavenging  and  hop-picking  conditions. 

Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1549  inspections  and  re¬ 
inspections  were  made.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  informal  and  thirteen 
statutory  notices  were  required  in  the  investigation  of  751  nuisances,  and  no 
prosecutions  were  necessary  to  enforce  the  abatement  of  these.  (The  above 
are  the  totals  in  a  detailed  report.) 
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MILTON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  T.  BARRETT  HEGGS,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


Area  in  Acres,  27,727. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Bate.  Bate.  Bate. 

19*8  10-5  0-80 


Census  1901. 

Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

12,161 

12,453 

12,580 

2,599 

2,741 

Oases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Phthisis  Bate  of  Deaths  under  per  1.000  of  the  population 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Bate.  1.000  Births.  Fever,  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

1-28  69  2-95  2-23  0-08 


Adopted  Acts 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Sec.  50). 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  death-rate  is  slightly  lower  than  last  year. 
The  infantile  mortality  is  higher,  but  the  birth-rate  continues  to  decrease. 

Infectious  Diseases.- — The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  was  eighty-nine.  These  notifications  are  accounted  for  as  follows  : 
Diphtheria  twenty-eight,  scarlet  fever  thirty-seven,  enteric  fever  one, 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  nineteen,  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  four.  The 
number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  is  a  considerable  reduction  on  that  of  the 
previous  year,  but  scarlet  fever  shows  an  increase. 


Water  Supply. — Every  parish  in  the  district  has  now  been  provided 
with  a  public  supply,  and  during  the  year  the  council  arranged  with  the 
Rainham  Water  Company  for  an  improved  and  more  complete  supply  for  the 
parish  of  Rainham  and  the  other  parishes  supplied  by  this  company.  Wells 
have  required  close  supervision  in  order  to  prevent  contamination.  Two  cases 
of  contamination  were  found  and  another  well  was  polluted  by  a  leaking  drain. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewage  works  at 
Murston  have  been  overhauled  and  certain  improvements  made.  At  Newing¬ 
ton  the  council  is  now  constructing  new  sewers.  Main  drainage  at  Rainham 
is  urgently  required,  but  is  awaiting  the  institution  of  the  Chatham  and 
Rochester  joint  drainage  scheme. 

Scavenging. — A  regular  system  of  scavenging  of  house-refuse  is  carried 
out  in  Murston  parish  by  the  owners  (a  large  brick  and  cement  making  firm) 
and  works  very  well.  There  is  no  regular  scavenging  in  other  parts  of  the 
district,  except  at  Rainham  where  it  is  carried  out  for  the  council  by  contract. 
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Milton.  Romney  Marsh . 


Housing  Matters. — No  steps  have  been  taken  daring  the  year  towards 
the  provision  of  housing  accommodation.  The  results  of  a  survey  of  the 
parish  of  Newington  shew  that  little,  if  any,  overcrowding  occurs  in  the 
existing  premises,  and  five  additional  houses  would  seem  to  meet  all  require¬ 
ments.  House-to-house  inspection  is  proceeding  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
rural  district. 

Milk  Supply. — There  are  twenty-seven  cowkeepers,  twenty-six  dairymen, 
and  thirty-three  purveyors  of  milk  on  the  council’s  register.  Four  of 
the  largest  dairy  farms  use  a  water  cooling  apparatus ;  this  should  be  in  use 
at  all  dairies  and  is  most  essential  where  milk  has  to  be  stored  or  conveyed 
any  distance. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  slaughterhouses  are  generally  in  a  satisfactory 
condition,  as  also  are  the  bakehouses.  Fifty-one  inspections  were  made  of 
factories,  and  sanitary  defects  noted  were  remedied.  There  are  no  out¬ 
workers  in  the  district. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — House-to-house  inspection 
was  made  of  224  premises,  but  this  does  not  include  visits  to  125  houses  of 
which  details  were  not  recorded.  A  large  number  of  nuisances  was  abated. 
A  considerable  amount  of  unsound  meat  was  condemned,  and  the  inspector 
refers  to  the  assistance  he  has  received  in  his  work,  from  the  local  butchers, 
and  further  mentions  that  the  meat  supply,  speaking  generally,  is  of  excellent 
quality. 


ROMNEY  MARSH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  HENRY  HICK,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Area  in  Acres,  30,376. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  2,563  ...  2,797  ...  2,797 

Inhabited  Houses  593  ...  594  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Birth  Death  Death  Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate.  Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

17-9  10-8  0-72  2-15  120  FOB  — 


Adopted  Acts 


/Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 
(Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890*. 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  was  practically  the  same  as  last  year, 
the  rate  for  both  years  being  considerably  below  the  average  for  the  Romney 
Marsh  district.  The  death-rate  showed  a  slight  decrease,  whilst  the  infantile 


*IJrban  powers  under  Sections  23  (3),  25  and  33. 


Romney  Marsh. 
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mortality  rate  has  again  considerably  increased.  Four  of  the  deaths  were  due 
to  premature  birth. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Eight  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  viz., 
five  of  tuberculosis  and  three  of  scarlet  fever.  There  were  six  deaths  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  two  isolation  hospitals  of  the  combined  districts 
of  Mew  Romney  and  Romney  Marsh  contain  twenty-four  beds,  and  two 
diseases  can  be  treated  concurrently. 


Water  Supply. — This  is  not  satisfactory,  owing  to  many  difficulties. 
The  underground  water  is  salt  and  brackish.  The  villages  are  scattered 
and  chiefly  dependent  on  rain-water  and  shallow  wells.  The  distances  render 
the  cost  of  laying  mains  from  the  neighbouring  water  companies,  too  great. 


Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  village  of  Dymchurch 
has  a  main  drainage  system,  discharging  into  the  sea  at  each  low  tide  and 
flushed  from  tanks  at  the  head  of  each  of  its  two  branches.  There  is  a 
considerable  number  of  houses  not  connected  with  the  sewer,  and  more  are, 
unfortunately,  being  built  with  cesspools.  The  closets  are  nearly  all  hand- 
flushed  w.c’s. 


The  other  villages  are  dependent  on  earth-closets  and  privies.  The  latter 
are  gradually  being  superseded  by  earth-closets. 

In  Dymchurch,  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council  ;  in  the  rest  of  the 
district  it  is  spread  on  the  gardens. 


Housing  Matters. — Systematic  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  carried 
out.  Twenty-seven  statutory  and  thirty-eight  iuformal  notices  were  served, 
the  defects  concerned  being  mostly  remedied.  One  dwelling-house  was 
considered  unfit  for  habitation  and  a  closing  order  was  made, 

Dr.  Hick — who  is  also  School  Medical  Inspector — advises  more  teaching 
of  personal  cleanliness  in  the  schools. 

There  is  no  shortage  of  cottages  in  the  district. 

Milk  Supppy. — There  are  twenty-eight  cowsheds  in  the  district,  which 
were  generally  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  In  two  cases  whitewashing 
was  ordered. 


Regulated  Trades. — The  four  slaughterhouses  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  three  bakehouses  were  also  inspected  and  whitewashing 
required  in  one. 


Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  : — 


Houses  inspected  under  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act .  104 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health 

Act  . 67 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation  .  1 

Overcrowding  . . 

Closing  order  . 1 


Informal  notices  .  38 

Statutory  notices  .  27 

Nuisances  remedied  .  21 

Workshops  inspected .  3 

, ,  notices  served .  2 

,,  defects  remedied .  2 


o 
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5EVEN0AK5. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  SCOTT  TEW,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  Acres,  63,336. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  22,684  ...  24,029  ...  24,483 

Inhabited  Houses  4,829  ...  4,901  ...  — 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Zymotic  Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

17-9 

9*7 

0*13 

0-74 

60 

3*35 

1*36 

0*09 

Adopted  Acts 


{ 


Part  III.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 
(so  far  as  it  applies  to  Rural  Districts). 


Vital  Statistics. — The  death-rate  is  lower  than  in  1913 — viz,  9*7,  as 
compared  with  10*4.  The  birth-rate  shows  a  slight  decrease  and  it  still 
remains  very  low.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  of  sixty  per  thousand 
births  is  low  and  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  of  ninety-three  for  the 
rural  portions  of  England  and  Wales. 


Infectious  Diseases. — One  hundred  and  eighty  cases  of  notifiable  in¬ 
fectious  disease  were  reported  during  the  year,  as  follows  : — Scarlet  fever, 
eighty-two,  diphtheria  thirty-three,  erysipelas  sixteen,  enteric  fever  two, 
puerperal  fever  one,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  one,  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
thirty-three,  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  twelve. 

There  are  two  isolation  hospitals  in  the  district,  one  situated  in  the  north 
and  the  other  in  the  south.  In  the  northern  hospital,  at  Otford,  increased 
accommodation  has  become  necessary,  and  the  matter  has  been  under  discus¬ 
sion  with  a  view  to  erecting  a  new  pavilion  for  twelve  beds  at  a  cost  of  £2,500. 
Each  hospital  is  at  present  capable  of  accommodating  twelve  patients,  and 
during  the  year,  1914,  151  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  treated  altogether. 

Water  Supply. — Wells  and  cisterns  have  been  under  constant  super¬ 
vision  during  the  year,  and,  as  a  result,  one  cistern  and  three  wells  were  found 
in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  During  1914  the  council  endeavoured  to  get 
several  of  the  Water  Companies  to  extend  their  mains  to  outlying  portions  of 
the  district,  and  negotiations  were  entered  into  with  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Board  with  a  view  to  the  extension  of  the  mains  to  Ide  Hill  and  Goat- 
hurst  Common.  In  the  south  district,  the  water-supplies  of  Bough  Beech, 
Hever  and  Eordcombe  have  been  improved. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  effluent  from  the 
Edenbridge  sewage  works,  which  has  been  a  source  of  trouble  for  some  years, 
has  now  been  effectually  dealt  with  by  the  adoption  of  a  new  method  of 


Sevenoaks. 
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precipitation.  In  consequence  of  a  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria,  a  special 
inspection  was  made  of  some  cottages  in  Marsh  Green.  The  conditions  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  a  report  was  made  to  the  council  on  the 
desirability  of  a  new  drainage  system  for  this  locality.  The  matter  is  still 
under  consideration. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal. — The  number  of  troops  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  district  created  a  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of 
refuse  to  be  disposed  of,  and  collections  have  been  instituted  in  the  parishes  of 
Seal  and  Shoreham.  A  report  was  made  to  the  council  on  the  necessity  for  a 
system  of  public  scavenging  at  several  villages  where  there  is  delay  in  obtain¬ 
ing  the  removal  of  refuse,  owing  to  difficulty  in  finding  places  on  which  to 
deposit  the  same. 

Housing  Matters. — Inspections  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac., 
Act,  have  been  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  altogether  forty-three 
new  inspections  were  made.  Representations  for  closing  orders  were  made  in 
twenty  instances. 

The  cottages  erected  by  the  council  at  Chiddingstone  were  completed 
and  occupied  during  1914,  and  consideration  has  been  given  to  a  plan  for  the 
erection  of  cottages  in  the  parish  of  Sundridge. 

Milk  Supply. — The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  was  one  hundred 
and  forty-four.  The  dairies  have  been  inspected  frequently  and  a  number  of 
small  defects  remedied. 

Regulated  Trades. — There  are  twenty-four  registered  and  four  licensed 
slaughterhouses  in  the  two  areas  into  which  this  district  is  divided  for 
sanitary  purposes.  The  premises  have  been  inspected  frequently  and 
were  generally  found  satisfactory.  Premises  at  Dunton  Green,  proposed  to  be 
used  as  a  slaughterhouse,  were  inspected  and  reported  on  as  not  desirable  for 
the  purpose,  and  the  Council  were  advised  not  to  grant  a  license. 

No  serious  breaches  of  the  Factory  &  Workshops  Acts  have  occurred. 
Any  work  required  has  been  carried  out  on  requisition,  and  there  has  been  no 
need  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 

Reports  of  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. — The  following  is  a  summary  of 


work  accomplished  during 

the  year  in 

the  two  areas  : — 

No.  of  visits  . 

.  635 

Instances  of  defective  drainage . 

81 

No.  of  re-visits  . 

.  649 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  examination 

7 

Houses  inspected . 

.  262 

Houses  disinfected  . . 

153 
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SHEPPEY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  THOMAS  WIGLESWORTH,  m.d. 


fArea  in  Acres,  20,806. 


Census  1901. 


Census  1911. 


Estimated  1914. 


t  Population 
flnhabited  Houses 


2,541 

519 


4,157 

711 


4,808 


Zymotic  Phthisis 


Rate  of  Deaths  under 
one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth  Death  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 


19-8  10'9  1-05  0-84 


137 


Scarlet 

Fever.  Diphtheria. 

1-46  9-17 


Enteric 

Fever. 


0-42 


Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Part  III.) 

Adopted  Acts  «{  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Part  VII., 

Section  86). 

[  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  was  lower,  and  the  death-rate  consider¬ 
ably  higher,  than  last  year.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  very  high, 
being  the  greatest  since  1911. 

Infectious  Diseases.  -Seventy-one  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified, 
including  forty-four  of  diphtheria,  fourteen  of  tuberculosis  and  seven  of 
scarlet  fever.  There  were  also  two  cases  of  enteric  fever. 

The  diphtheria  epidemic  was  a  mild  one,  which  accounted  for  its  spread. 
Thirty-nine  patients  were  treated  at  the  isolation  hospital,  with  only  one 
death.  The  cases  of  enteric  fever — both  soldiers — were  treated  at  the 
temporary  military  hospital,  and  one  of  them  died.  The  origin  of  both  cases 
was  traced  to  eating  oysters  obtained  from  Sheerness. 

Amongst  the  soldiers,  there  occurred  also  three  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  nine  of  diphtheria.  The  latter  cases,  nearly  all  from  one 
house,  were  traced  to  an  imported  case,  and  spread  through  the  indiscriminate 
use  of  a  mouth  organ. 

Dr.  Wiglesworth  anticipates  a  serious  nuisance  during  the  hotter  months 
through  the  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  dirty  water  from  the  kitchen  and 
ablution  huts,  and  suggests  the  use  of  a  portable  vacuum  apparatus  for 
pumping  out  the  accumulated  water  in  the  sumps,  for  deposit  in  the  nearest 
sewer ;  also  that  fresh  camps  should  be  situated  as  near  as  possible  to  sewers. 


fCensus  figures  corrected  for  reduction  of  boundary  by  inclusion  of  Rushenden  Estate 

in  Queenborougli. 


/Shepjpey. 
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There  being  no  sanatorium  in  the  district,  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
are  sent  to  Keycol  Hill  hospital  when  space  is  available.  Cases  are  also  admitted 
to  the  balcony  of  the  Sheppey  Union  infirmary.  Tuberculosis  cases  are 
treated  at  the  dispensary  in  Sheerness  and  at  the  infirmary  surgery. 

Water  Supply. — The  principal  source  is  from  the  Sheppey  Water 
Company,  which  has  now  extended  its  main  to  Eastchurch.  It  is  intended 
later  to  carry  these  mains  to  Warden  and  Blue  Houses,  and  eventually  to 
provide,  if  necessary,  sufficient  water  for  any  future  sanitary  arrangement. 

The  supply  arrangements  have  had  to  be  considerably  modified  from  time 
to  time  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  troops,  and  at  present  they  are  not 
satisfactory.  It  is  proposed  to  increase  the  raising  power. 

The  water  from  the  Eastchurch  village  well  is  unfit  for  drinking  purposes, 
but  there  is  no  other  water-supply.  Only  twenty-five  houses  are  connected 
with  the  main.  The  water  of  the  Leysdown  village  well  was  also  found 
unsatisfactory  and  Dr.  Wiglesworth  recommends  that  notices  be  displayed  here 
and  at  the  Eastchurch  well,  advising  that  the  water  be  boiled  before  drinking. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  only  sewers  in  the 
district  collect  from  Minster  and  Halfway  villages,  and  the  main  road  in 
between ;  the  sewage  is  carried  to  Scraps  Gate  and  there  treated. 

Sewage  discharged  on  to  the  cliffs  from  the  workhouse  is  causing  a  nuisance, 
and  the  Guardians  are  discussing  various  schemes  to  remedy  matters. 

As  Eastchurch  has  now  a  water-supply,  it  is  hoped  that  a  system  of 
drainage  will  be  considered. 

The  condition  of  many  of  the  cesspits  in  the  district  is  very  unsatisfactory. 
The  night-soil  from  earth-  and  pail-closets  is  removed  regularly  by  contract. 
A  more  frequent  removal  of  refuse  is  recommended,  and  also  more  covered-in 
ash-bins. 

Housing  Matters. — Habitation  certificates  were  granted  to  forty-seven 
houses.  Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  226  houses  were 
inspected.  No  closing  orders  were  made,  the  seventy-one  defects  found  being- 
remedied  without  such  being  necessary.  Only  one  case  of  over-crowding  had 
to  be  dealt  with.  Owing  to  billeting  of  troops  this  is  occasionally  unavoidable, 
and  huts  will  shortly  be  provided. 

Milk  Supply. — Eighteen  cowsheds  were  systematically  inspected  and 
nearly  all  the  prominent  defects  of  last  year  have  been  remedied.  A  consider¬ 
able  improvement  is,  however,  necessary  in  the  grooming  of  the  cows. 
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Strood. 


Regulated  Trades  — The  unsatisfactory  state  of  one  of  the  two 
slaughterhouses  has  been  remedied.  The  one  bakehouse  is  above-ground  and 
in  a  perfectly  satisfactory  condition. 

No  action  was  required  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  : — 


Visits  paid  . 

.  1155 

Informal  notices  . 

.  64 

Nuisances  . 

.  71 

Habitation  certificates . 

.  47 

Letters  written  . 

.  200 

The  nuisances  were,  with  a  few  exceptions,  immediately  remedied. 


STROOD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  C.  FLOOD,  l.r.c.s.,  l.a.h. 

Area  in  Acres,  32,498. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

14,488  ...  15,354  ...  15,230 

2,898  ...  3,047  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Death  one  year  of  age  to  Scarlet  Enteric 

Rate.  1,000  Births.  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

0-92  102  4-00  1-77  0-92 

Public  Plealth  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (so  far  as 
it  relates  to  Rural  Districts). 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  was  lower,  but  both  death-rate  and 
infant  mortality  considerably  higher,  than  in  1913. 

Infectious  Diseases. — One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  cases  of  infectious 
disease  were  notified,  of  which  sixty-one  were  referable  to  scarlet  fever,  twenty- 
seven  to  diphtheria  and  fourteen  to  enteric  fever.  Of  the  sixty-one  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  twrenty  occurred  at  Cliffe,  and  twenty-eight  at  Frindsbury  Extra. 
Of  the  fourteen  enteric  fever,  eight  occurred  in  Shorne  and  five  in  Higham 
parishes ;  all  of  these  were  traceable  to  polluted  water-supply,  which  was 
discontinued.  Twenty-one  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  four  of  other 
forms  of  tuberculosis,  were  notified. 

W  ater  Supply. — With  the  exception  of  a  small  portion  of  Meopham,  and 
the  southern  end  of  Luddesdown  parish,  the  rural  district  is  supplied  with 
water  from  the  mains  of  Gravesend  and  Milton,  the  Mid-Kent,  the  Higham  and 
Hundred  of  Hoo,  and  the  Strood  Water  Companies.  The  extension  of  the 


Adopted  Acts 


/ 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 
Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

23-3  11-6  0-59 


Strood. 
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Higham  and  Hundred  of  Hoo  Company’s  mains  to  the  Tillage,  was  completed 
early  in  the  year.  Analysis  shows  the  waters  of  all  these  to  be  of  good 
organic  quality.  In  a  few  cases  well  water  is  still  used,  but  efforts  are  being 
made  to  replace  these  by  the  Companies’  water. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.-— The  prevailing  custom 
is  for  refuse  to  be  stored  in  a  heap  and  then  used  on  the  land.  In  Denton, 
the  property  owners  contract  for  its  removal. 

Housing  Matters. —  Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act, 
eighty-seven  houses  were  inspected  and  reported  on,  and  397  defects  were 
found  in  them.  Sixty  houses  have  been  repaired,  eighteen  are  being  repaired 
and  nine  are  under  consideration.  No  closing  orders  were  made. 

Milk  Supply. — Most  of  the  milk  consumed  is  produced  in  the  district 
and  is  satisfactory.  There  are  forty-three  cowsheds  and  dairies,  which  are 
inspected  regularly,  and  regarding  the  hygiene  of  which,  instructions  are 
given.  Eight  notices  were  served  for  cleansing  and  lime-washing,  all  of  which 
received  attention. 


Regulated  Trades. — There  are  eight  licensed  and  two  registered 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  all  of  which  are  inspected  regularly.  Eight 
notices  were  served  for  cleansing  and  lime-washing,  all  of  which  were  complied 
with.  One  carcass  of  tuberculous  pork  and  197  lbs.  of  beef  were  surrendered 
and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food.  There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the 
area. 


Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  following  represents  a 
summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in  1914  : — - 


Inspections  of  premises  .  339 

Inspections  of  new  buildings  .  113 

Re-inspections,  &c .  757 

Visits  to  factories  ...  32 

Visits  to  workshops  .  69 

Visits  to  bakehouses .  29 


Visits  to  slaughterhouses .  68 

Visits  to  dairies,  cowsheds  arid  milk- 

shops  .  90 

Visits  re  infectious  disease  .  221 

Miscellaneous  visits  .  96 

House-to-house  inspections .  87 
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TENTERDEN 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  SCOTT  TEW,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Area  in  Acres,  38,378. 


Census  1901. 


Census  1911. 


Estimated  1914. 


Population 
Inhabited  Houses 


5,523 

1,316 


6,001 

1,305 


6,165 


Zymotic  Phthisis 


Rate  of  Deaths  under 
one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  Births. 

37 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth  Death  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 


Scarlet 


Enteric 


17-7  11-3  0-33  0-98 


Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

0-49  0-17  — 


Adopted  Acts  ...  None. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  death-rate  of  1P3  shows  an  increase  on  the 
rate  of  the  previous  year,  whilst  the  birth-rate  of  17*7  per  thousand 
shews  a  decrease.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  little  more  than  a 
third  of  the  rate  recorded  last  year,  and  compares  exceedingly  well  with  the 
average  rate  of  the  rural  districts  of  England  and  Wales. 

Infectious  Diseases.— There  is  no  accommodation  in  the  district  for  the 
isolation  and  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  twenty-three,  viz. 
scarlet  fever  three,  diphtheria  one,  enteric  fever  two,  erysipelas  four,  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  twelve,  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  one. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — At  the  end  of  the  year  1913,  plans  had  been 
prepared  by  the  councils  surveyor  for  the  erection  of  sewage  disposal  and 
outfall  works  at  the  Layne,  Rolvenden,  and  the  council  were  only  awaiting 
the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  proceed  with  the  work. 
During  1914,  the  sanction  of  the  Board  has  been  received  but  the  matter  is 
in  abeyance  owing  to  the  war  and  has  not  yet  been  proceeded  with. 

Scavenging. — No  new  arrangements  for  the  collection  of  refuse  have 
been  made  during  the  year.  All  the  houses  have  gardens  and  the  inhabitants 
are  able  to  dispose  of  their  refuse  satisfactorily  on  their  own  grounds. 

Housing  Matters. — A  request  was  made  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  after  an  inquiry,  that  the  recommendations  in  their  inspector’s  report 
should  be  considered  by  the  council  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  housing 
facilities  in  the  district.  The  matter  still  remains  under  consideration,  and 
no  scheme  has  yet  been  prepared. 

Milk  Supply. — The  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  have  been  inspected 
regularly,  and  no  legal  action  has  been  necessary. 


Tenter  den.  Thanet. 
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Regulated  Trades. — There  are  eight  registered  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district,  which  have  been  inspected,  but  no  action  has  been  necessary  and  no 
unwholesome  meat  has  been  found  The  bakehouses  have  increased  by  one. 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — Under  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  190  dwellings  were  inspected;  155  notices  were  served  and 
in  eighty-nine  instances  the  work  has  been  carried  out.  Fourteen  notices  to 
abate  nuisances  were  served  and  have  been  complied  with  in  thirteen  cases, 
the  remaining  one  being  now  in  hand. 


THANET. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.  K.  ROBINSON,  m.d. 


*Area  in  Acres,  18,639. 


Census  1901. 

^Population  ...  9,494 

*  Inhabited  Houses  — 


Census  1911.  Estimated  ]  914. 

10,564  ...  10,937 

1,897  ...  — 


Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

13-6  10-3  0-46 


Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 

Rate.  1,000  Births. 

1-29  102 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

2-47  0*83  0T9 


[  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

|  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (certain 
Adopted  Acts  sections). 

|  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Section 
L  38). f 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  which  was  low  last  year,  has  again 
decreased,  and  is  the  lowest  rural  birth-rate  in  Kent.  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  and  also  the  death-rate,  show  slight  increases. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Seventy-two  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified,  including  twenty-seven  of  scarlet  fever  and  nine  of  diphtheria. 
Twenty -five  of  the  former  and  five  of  the  latter  were  removed  to  hospital. 
There  were  twenty-six  cases  of  tuberculosis,  twenty  being  pulmonary  in 
character.  The  tuberculosis  patients  were  visited  and  hand-bills  distributed ; 
pocket  spittoons  and  paper  handkerchiefs  were  also  supplied  to  pulmonary 
sufferers  at  the  cost  of  the  council. 


^Census  figures  corrected  for  reduction  of  boundary  by  inclusion  of  certain  parts  of  the 
parishes  of  Garlinge,  Northdown  and  St.  Peter’s  Extra  in  the  Borough  of  Margate  and 
certain  portions  of  St.  Peter’s  Extra  parish  in  the  Urban  District  of  Broadstairs. 

t  In  three  contributory  places. 


2i8 


Thanet. 


Water  Supply. — Most  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  connected  with 
the  public  mains.  The  public  water-supplies  available  are  the  Margate 
Corporation  works,  Ramsgate  Corporation  works,  Westgate  and  Birchington 
Water  Company,  and  the  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District  Council’s 
works.  All  these  supplies  are  constant.  The  houses  at  “  Saltpans,”  some  of 
which  are  situated  in  the  parish  of  Stonar  and  some  in  the  parish  of  Minster, 
are  dependent  on  the  River  Stour  for  their  supply.  The  question  of  poviding 
a  proper  water-supply  for  these  houses  has  been  before  the  council  for  some 
years.  The  chief  obstacle  appears  to  be  the  expense. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  following  localities 
in  the  district  are  sewered,  viz.  : — Garlinge,  Westgate  and  Minster.  The 
methods  of  excrement  and  slop-water  disposal  at  Birchington  leave  much  to 
be  desired,  considering  the  number  of  cesspools  used  for  the  water-carriage 
system  of  sewerage,  and  the  common  privy-vaults  still  in  use.  The  majority 
of  the  cesspools  are  not  water-tight.  The  total  number  of  houses  in  Birchington 
village  and  environs  in  1913  was  625  ;  of  these  443  were  drained  to  cesspools, 
eighty-five  had  pail-closets  and  100  common  privy  vaults.  A  weekly 
collection  of  house-refuse  is  carried  out  at  Birchington,  Garlinge,  St.  Peter’s 
Extra  and  Westgate-on-Sea,  by  contractors  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

Housing  Matters.— Under  section  17  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
&c.  Act,  1909,  eighty-five  houses  were  inspected;  twenty-nine  of  those  found 
defective  were  put  in  order  during  the  year.  Six  premises  were  unfit  for 
habitation,  and  three  closing  orders  were  made. 

Regulated  Trades.- — The  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  on  the  council’s 
register  were  kept  under  careful  observation,  as  likewise  were  the  slaughter¬ 
houses.  The  one  licensed  horse-slaughtering  depot  was  visited  weekly.  The 
factories  and  workshops  were  inspected  and  the  defects  found  remedied. 

Alteration  op  Boundary. — By  the  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban 
District  Council  Act,  1913,  which  came  into  operation  on  April  1st,  1914,  part 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Peter’s  Extra,  from  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Rural  District,  was 
added  to  the  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District. 

This  summary  is  incomplete  owing  to  the  non-receipt  of  the  annual 
report  at  the  time  of  writing.  Dr.  Robinson  has,  however,  supplied  me  with 
duplicate  copies  of  his  statistical  tables. 
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TONBRIDGE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.  SCOTT  TEW,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


Area  in  Acres,  46,853. 

Census  1901.  Census  1911.  Estimated  1914. 

Population  ...  17,247  ...  17,769  ...  17,950 

Inhabited  Houses  3,566  ...  3,609  ...  — 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 


Zymotic 

Phthisis 

Rate  of  Deaths  under 

per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

Death 

one  year  of  age  to 

Scarlet 

Enteric 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

1.000  Births. 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Fever. 

20-0 

11-3 

1-06 

P12 

95 

2-07 

3-46 

0-06 

r 


Adopted  Acts  - 


V 


Public  Health  Act,  1875  (Section  66). 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Part  III.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 
(so  far  as  it  applies  to  Rural  Districts). 


Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate  has  increased  to  20‘0,  whilst  the 
death-rate  has  decreased.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  of  95  shows  a  marked 
decrease,  but  is  still  much  too  high. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Considerable  improvements  have  been  effected  at 
the  isolation  hospital,  two  of  the  most  important  being  the  installation  of  a 
system  of  petrol  gas  lighting  throughout  the  buildings  and  a  system  of  low 
pressure  hot  water  radiation  pipes  for  heating  all  the  blocks.  During  the 
year,  160  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified,  viz.,  diphtheria  sixty-two, 
erysipelas  thirteen,  scarlet  fever  thirty-seven,  enteric  fever  one,  puerperal 
fever  three,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  one,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  thirty-eight 
and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  five.  The  considerable  number  of  cases  of 
diphtheria  was  due  to  an  outbreak  at  the  Princess  Christian  Colony,  where 
the  majority  of  the  cases  occurred.  Some  of  the  patients  were  treated  at  the 
isolation  hospital,  whilst  others  were  treated  at  the  Colony.  Fortunately  the 
type  of  disease  was  of  a  mild  character.  Of  the  three  cases  of  puerperal  fever 
reported,  two  proved  fatal. 

Water  Supply. — -Seventeen  samples  of  water  were  examined  and  fifteen 
were  found  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  Several  extensions  of  the  water 
mains  have  been  made  during  the  year. 


Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  improvements  to  the 
drainage  of  the  workhouse,  commenced  in  1913,  have  now  been  completed  and 
a  20,000  gallon  tank  has  been  built  to  collect  the  rain-water.  At  the  sewage 
works  an  enlargement  of  the  secondary  filter  bed  is  being  carried  on. 

Housing  Matters. — The  building  scheme  mentioned  in  my  1913  report 
has  been  approved,  and  houses  have  been  erected  in  Brenchley,  Horsmonden, 
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Tonbridge.  West  Ashford. 


Hadlow,  Hildenborough  and  Pembury.  Seven  hundred  and  sixty  houses 
have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  of  these  277  were  found  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition.  Two  houses  were  closed  voluntarily  after  informal  notice. 

Milk  Supply. — Eighty-eight  inspections  were  made  of  cowsheds  and 
dairies,  and  the  defects  found  were  made  good.  Four  cows  had  to  be 
slaughtered  owing  to  their  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Owing  to  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  in  different  parts  of  London,  the 
Local  Government  Board  asked  that  an  enquiry  should  be  made  into  the  milk 
supplies  sent  from  this  area,  but  nothing  was  discovered  to  establish  the 
origin  of  the  outbreaks,  as  being  in  this  district. 

Regulated  Trades. — Forty-three  inspections  were  made  of  slaughter" 
houses  and  bakehouses.  In  six  instances  bakehouses  required  cleansing  and 
in  one  instance  repairing. 


Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. — The  following  is  an  extract 


from  the  above  report : — 

Inspections  . 

.  2400 

Houses  disinfected  ... 

Nuisances  detected . 

.  517 

Workshops  inspected 

Houses  inspected  . 

.  800 

Workplaces  inspected 

,,  redrained  . 

..  ..  95 

WEST  ASHFORD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  M.  K.  ROBINSON,  m.d. 


Area  in  Acres, 

39,490. 

Census  1901. 

Census  1911. 

Estimated  1914. 

Population 

7,751 

7,964 

8,034 

Inhabited  Houses 

1,685 

1,628 

.  .  - 

Zymotic 

Birth  Death  Death 

Rate.  Rate.  Rate. 

16-0  8-0  0-25 


Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 
Death  one  year  of  age  to 
Rate.  1,000  Births. 

0-88  47 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease, 
per  1000  of  the  population. 
Scarlet  Enteric 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Fever. 

1-62  1-37  Nil 


Adopted  Acts  ...  None. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  birth-rate,  death-rate,  and  infantile  mortality 
rate  have  all  decreased,  compared  with  the  rates  of  last  year.  The  two  latter 
are  very  satisfactory,  but  the  birth-rate  is  low. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Forty  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified, 
viz.,  thirteen  scarlet  fever,  eleven  diphtheria,  eleven  phthisis  and  five  noil- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Ten  of  the  diphtheria  and  twelve  scarlet  fever 
patients  were  treated  in  the  isolation  hospital.  The  tuberculosis  patients 


West  Ashford. 
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were  visited,  hand-bills  were  distributed,  and  pocket  spittoons  were  supplied 
to  the  pulmonary  sufferers  at  the  cost  of  the  council.  Shelters  were  provided 
in  the  workhouse  grounds  for  poor-law  cases  of  pulmonary  consumption. 

Water  Supply.— The  district  is  traversed  by  the  mains  of  the  Mid  Kent 
Water  Company.  The  water  is  derived  from  a  deep  well  at  Charing,  from 
which  it  is  pumped  to  a  reservoir  on  the  side  of  Charing  Hill,  the  bottom 
water  level  of  the  reservoir  being  494  feet  above  ordnance  datum. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — No  system  of  public 
scavenging  is  in  vogue  in  the  district.  The  approximate  numbers  of  each 
type  of  sanitary  convenience  in  use  in  the  area  are  water-closets  660,  pail 
closets  380,  and  privies  540. 

Housing  Matters. — The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  section  17 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909,  was  185;  of  those  found 
defective,  sixty-seven  were  put  in  proper  repair  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
Approximately  three-fourths  of  the  houses  in  the  district  come  within  the 
limits  of  rental  specified  in  section  14  of  the  Act.  The  provision  for  the 
accommodation  of  hop-pickers  received  careful  attention  during  the  year. 

Regulated  Trades. — The  dairies  and  cowsheds  on  the  council’s  register 
were  carefully  supervised,  as  likewise  were  the  slaughterhouses  and  the 
factories  and  workshops. 

This  summary  is  incomplete  owing  to  the  non-receipt  of  the  annual 
report  at  the  time  of  writing.  Dr.  Robinson  has,  however,  supplied  me  with 
duplicate  copies  of  his  statistical  tables. 
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SHOWING  AGES  AT,  AND  CAUSES  OF,  DEATH  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICTS 
OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  KENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1914. 


Age  distribution  of  Deaths. 
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1 

Beckenham  . . 

321 

28 
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49 
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Bexley 
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195 
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20 

39 
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3 
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99 
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21 
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6 

19 
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2 
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4 

3 

4 

15 

15 

3 
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Deal  (Borough) 

201 

17 

4 

3 

9 

12 

30 

49 

77 

1 

1 

12 

1 

3 

27 

1 

19 

6 

23 

2 

8 

2 

2 

7 

9 

4 

69 

4 

Dover  (Borough) 

525 

68 

15 

23 

28 

25 

80 

103 

183 

1 

7 

5 

6 

5 

2 

37 

8 

7 

51 

1 

2 

56 

52 

33 

6 

26 

3 

4 

2 

12 

1 

5 

18 

26 

3 

142 

4 

Erith 

393 

76 

17 

14 

25 

21 

56 

69 

115 

7 

4 

3 

4 

8 

1 

30 

3 

3 

39 

3 

42 

16 

35 

8 

12 

3 

2 

9 

1 

26 

25 

3 

106 

... 

Faversham  (Borough) 

167 

22 

5 

4 

6 

8 

17 
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7o 

1 

3 

3 

6 

2 

5 

11 

1 

15 

9 

8 
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5 

i 

3 
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13 

4 

3 

6 

54 

Folkestone  (Borough) 

370 

37 

7 

6 

13 

10 

39 

107 

151 

3 

... 

1 

3 

1 

30 

4 

5 

57 

2 

38 

26 

26 

4 

7 

2 

5 

1 

10 

1 

13 

13 

8 

107 

3 

Footscray 

89 

11 

3 

3 

4 

2 

5 

16 

45 

... 

8 

2 

7 

i 

7 

1 

11 

14 

3 

2 

i 

3 

5 

24 

Gillingham  (Borough) 

647 

124 

26 

23 

28 

44 

91 

127 

184 

5 

5 

1 

13 

14 

2 

2 

51 

7 

15 

45 

1 

5 

47 

54 

38 

9 

8 

7 

8 

13 

3 

53 

16 

9 

160 

56 

Gravesend  (Borough) 

385 

54 

11 

O 

16 

19 

53 

101 

122 

2 

1 

4 

4 

3 

1 

26 

6 

4 

33 

2 

6 

44 

30 

17 

7 

19 

2 

4 

10 

3 

25 

14 

5 

113 

1 

Herne  Bay 

106 

6 

2 

3 

3 

13 

34 

45 

1 

... 

2 

8 

3 

15 

14 

1 
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3 

1 

6 

1 

1 

3 

1 

39 
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91 

15 

o 
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12 
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3 
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11 
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2 

1 
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3 

34 

2 

. . . 

Lydd  (Borough) 

28 

2 

1 

1 

6 

18 

2 

3 

5 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

-} 

1 

7 

Maidstone  (Borough) 

480 

65 

14 

15 

17 

20 

60 

113 

176 

7 

1 

5 

4 

42 

3 

7 

38 

2 

56 

29 

36 

4 

31 

2 

8 

2 

12 

1 

22 

12 

4 

143 

7 

Margate  (Borough)  ... 
Milton  Regis 

327 

40 

7 

4 

6 

21 

41 

86 

122 

2 

2 

4 

4 

19 

6 

29 

2 

44 

19 

13 

7 

9 

1 

15 

1 

9 

... 

5 

15 

8 

1 

42 

70 

1 

76 

5 

4 

4 

2 

3 

9 

19 

30 

1 

1 

1 

7 

2 

1 

1 

11 

3 

7 

1 

2 

3 

2 

33 

. . . 

New  Romney 

2 

(Borough) . 

7 

... 

1 

1 

3 

... 

... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

2 

Northfleet 

193 

50 

6 

4 

7 

5 

22 

45 
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1 

5 

1 

1 

16 

1 

3 

16 

... 

13 

12 

20 

1 

10 

1 
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8 

19 

4 

3 

49 

9 
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32 
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3 
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2 

22 
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4 
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i 
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71 
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23 
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9 
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1 
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2 

46 

4 
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3 
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2 
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2 
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409 
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1 

43 

3 

92 

5 

157 

5 

1 

4 

1 

3 

5 

5 

1 

23 

2 

1 

9 

1 

37 

5 

3 

1 

3 

44 

1 

37 

14 

2 

2 
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19 

.  3 

5 

21 

3 

1 

19 

1 

22 

3 

113 
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12 

1 

Sandwich  (Borough) 

31 

4 

1 

3 

6 

17 

... 

1 

5 

1 

2 

2 

... 

2 

3 

3 

6 

26 

3 

Sevenoaks 

93 

8 

3 

1 

2 

11 

25 

43 

i 

6 

1 

8 

2 

1 

7 

2 

10 

5 

6 

i 

2 

6 

i 

2 

2  1 

2 

2 

Sheerness 

268 

44 

10 

14 

5 

18 

39 

57 

81 

4 

5 

3 

3 

3 

14 

5 

2 

13 

1 

6 

33 

14 

23 

7 

5 

4 

9 

19 

1 

4 

76 

14 

Sittingbourne 

95 

15 

3 

1 

7 

3 

6 

17 

43 

1 

... 

... 

... 

i 

3 

4 

2 

3 

1 

9 

9 

7 

3 

.  .  . 

1 

3 

2 

46 

Soutliborough 

104 

13 

8 

4 

5 

5 

4 

16 

49 

4 

1 

7 

i 

1 

8 

1 

1 

3 

8 

1 

7 

6 

10 

1 

1 

5 

. . . 

6 

2 

1 

26 

Tenterden  (Borough) 

53 

4 

2 

2 

3 

2 

8 

4 

28 

1 

i 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

6 

3 

2 

1  | 

1 

... 

2 

1 

7] 

14 

Tonbridge  . 

Tunbridge  Wells 
(Borough)... 

W aimer 

153 

15 

3 

3 

12 

5 

16 

55 

7 

40 

103 

15 

59 

248 

29 

1 

1 

3 

1 
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1 

11 

2 

2 

24 

53 

7 

2 

18 

8 

6 

... 

4 

1 

1 

8 

7 

9 

4 

28 

11 

... 

504 

59 

40 

5 

13 

13 

18 

1 

14 

2 

8 

21 

19 

1 

27 

1 

4 

1 

7 

1 

1 

4 

66 

8 

26 

1 

24 

4 

4 

4 

7 

5 

1 

1 

16 

3 

1 

16 

8 

3 

4  j 

... 

171 

26 

6 

2 

Whitstable  ... 

112 

11 

1 

2 

8 

7 

8 

23 

52 

4 

1 

1 

10 

3 

... 

12 

1 

7 

11 

11 

1 

i 

2 

1 

6 

5 

1 

32 

3 

Wrotham 

37 

6 

1 

6 

19 

... 

1 

1 

5 

i 

8 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2  | 

1 

9 

3 

Total  Urban  ... 

8872 

1193 

267 

262 

360 

377 

1121 

1998 

3291 

37 

63 

24 

93 

1 

131 

100 

18 

623 

83 

131 

842 

26 

68 

952 

609 

552 

109 

268 

50 
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20 
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u 

43 

483 

2S6 

94 

2385  389  1 

I  ! 

5 

TABLE  23. 


SHOWING  AGES  AT,  AND  CAUSES  OF,  DEATH  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICTS 
OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  KENT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1914. 
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District. 


Ashford,  East 
Ashford,  West 
Blean  ... 
Bridge  ... 
Bromley 
Cranbrook 
Dartford 
Dover  ... 
Eastry  ... 
Elham  . . . 
Faversham 
Hollingbourn 
Hoo 

Maidstone 
Mailing... 
Milton  ... 
Romney  Marsh 
Sevenoaks 
Sheppey 
Strood  ... 
Tenterden 
Thanet  ... 
Tonbridge 


Total  in  Rural  Districts 


Total  in  Urban  Districts 


Total  for  County  . . . 


Age  distribution  of  Deaths. 
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3 
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51 

90 
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5 

5 

5 
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1 
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3 

15 

7 
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2 

1 

1 

3 

... 

17 
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15 

1 

5 

1 

16 

24 

59 

2 

14 

1 

2 

11 

1 

1 

12 

3 
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3 

5 

8 

6 

5 

1 

40 
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34 

5 

3 

8 

10 

22 

51 

98 

1 

3 

2 

5 

9 

2 

20 

1 

3 

19 

... 

2 

42 

17 

10 

3 

8 

1 

3 

2 

1 

14 

10 

1 

34 

18 

3,709 

443 

82 

94 

137 

155 

409 
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1,614 

6 

13 

9 

22 

48 

76 

6 

280 

26 

50 
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12 

29 

512 

232 

209 

59 

86 

16 

34 

7 

121 

8 

19 

196 

140 

34 

951 

160 

i 

1 

8,872 

1,193 

267 

262 

363 

377 

1,121 

1,998 

3,291 

37 

63 

24 

93 

131 

100 

18 

623 

83 

131 

842 

26 

68 

952 

609 

552 

109 

268 

50 

m 

20 

271 

11 

43 

483 

286 

94 

2385 

389 

5 

12,581 

1,636 

349 

356 

500 

532 

1,530 

2,773 

4,905 

43 

76 

33 

115 

179 

176 

24 

903 

109 

181 

1190 

38 

97 

1464 

841 

761 

1 

lies 

354 

66 

145 

27 

392 

19 

62 

679 

426 

128 

3336 

549 

6 

1 

TABLE  24.  Information  respecting  the  various  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  which  are  in  Force  in  the  URBAN  DISTRICTS  of  the  County  of  Kent. 
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DISTRICT. 


Common 
Lodging 
Houses  (P.I1. 
Act,  1875,  S.  80). 


Houses  let  in 
Lodgings 
(P.H.  Act,  1875, 
S.  90). 


Cleansing,  &c., 
and  Removal 
of  Refuse 
(P.H.  Act,  1875, 
S.  44). 


Tents.  Vans, 
Sheds,  &c. 
(H.W.C.  Act, 
1885,  S.  9  (2) ). 


Public 
Mortuaries 
(P.H.  Act,  1875, 
S.  141.) 


Hop-Pickers 
and  Fruit 
Pickers  (P.H. 
Act,  1875,  S.  314, 
and  P.H. 
(Fruit  Pickers 
Lodgings) 
Act,  1882). 


Slaughter¬ 

houses 

(P.H.  Act,  1875, 
S.  169). 


Prevention  of 
Nuisances 
(P.H.  Act.,  1875, 
S.  44). 


Keeping  of 
Animals 
(P.H.  Act,  1875, 
S.  44). 


Offensive 

Trades 

(P.H.  Act.  1X75, 
S.  113). 


New  Streets 
and  Buildings 
(P.H.  Act,  1875, 
S.  157.  and 
P.H.A.A.  Act, 
189n,  S.  23). 


Removal  of 
Offensive 
Matters  and 
House  Refuse 
(P.H.A.A.  Act, 
1890,  S.  26). 


Public 

Conveniences 
(P.H.A.A.  Act, 
1890,  S.  20). 


Public  Baths 
and 

Washhouses 
(B.  &  W.  Act, 
1846,  S.  34). 


Regulations 
under  Dairies 
Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops 
Order,  1885. 


Ashford  . 

Beckenham  . 

Bexley... 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s. 
Bromley  (Borough) 


Chatham  (Borough)  ... 


Cheriton 
Chislehurst  . . . 
Dartford 
Deal  (Borough) 

Dover  (Borough) 
Eritli  ... 

Faversham  (Borough) 
Folkestone  (Borough) 
Footscray 

Gillingham  (Borough) 
Gravesend  (Borough) 


Herne  Bay 
Hythe  (Borough) 

Lydd  (Borough) 
Maidstone  (Borough) 
Margate  (Borough)  ... 

Milton  Regis . 

New  Romney  (Borough) 
Northfleet 


Penge  ... 

Queenborough  (Borough) 
Ramsgate  (Borough)  .. 
Rochester  (City) 

Sandgate 

*  Sandwich  (Borough)... 
Sevenoaks 
Sheerness 

Sittingbourne . 

Southborough 
Tenterden  ( Borough) 

Tonbridge  . 

Tunbridge  Wells  (Borough) 

Walmer  . 

Whitstable 
Wrotham 
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f  ti.p  Poromdi  of  Sandwich  Bye-Laws  as  to  Cleansing,  Ac. ,  and  Removal  of  Refuse,  Slaughterhouses,  Prevention  of  Nuisances,  Keeping  of  Animals,  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  and  Removal  of  Offensive  Matters  and 
111  111  °  ’  J  House-refuse  were  made  under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1858. 


f  Relates  to  swine  only. 


TABLE  25.  Information  respecting  the  various  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  which  are  in  force  in  the  RURAL  DISTRICTS  of  the  County  of  Kent.  22 Id. 


Hop-Pickers 

Common 

Houses  let  in 

Cleansing,  &c., 

Tent-.  Vans, 

Public 

and  Fruit 
Pickers  (P.H. 

Slaughter- 

Prevention  of 

Keeping  of 

Offensive 

New  Streets 
and  Buildings 

Removal  of 
Offensive 

Public 

Public  Baths 
and 

Regulations 
under  the 

DISTRICT. 

Lodging 

Lodgings 

Aiid  ReinuVctl 

of  Refuse 

Sheds.  &c. 

Mortuaries 

Act,  1875,  S.  314, 

houses 

Nuisances 

Animals 

Trades 

(P.H.  Act.  1875, 

Matters  and 

Conveniences 

Dairies,  Cow- 

Houses  (P.H. 

(P.H.  Act,  1875, 

(H.W.C.  Act, 

(P.H.  Act,  1875, 

and  P.H. 

(P.H.  Act,  1875. 

(P.IL  Act,  1875, 

(P.H  Act,  1875. 

(P.H.  Act,  1875, 

S.  157  and 

House  Refuse 

(P.H.A.A.  Act. 

(B.  &  W.  Act, 
1846,  S.  34). 

sheds  and 

Act,  1875,  S.  80). 

S.  90). 

(lull.  Act,  lo/o. 
S.  44), 

1885,  S.  9  (2)). 

S.  141). 

(Fruit  Pickers 

S.  109). 

S.  44l. 

S.  44). 

S.  113). 

P.H.A.A.  Act, 

(P.H.A.A.  Act, 

1890,  S.  20). 

Milkshops 

Lodgings) 
Act,  1882). 

1890,  S.  23). 

1890,  S.  26). 

Order,  1885. 
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Yes 

Yes 

Yes  c 

Yes 

Yes 

Strood... 

Yes 

Yes 

Tenterden 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Thanet 

Yes 

Yes 

In  8 

In  8 

Yes 

Yes 

contributory 

contributory 

places 

places 

Yes 

Tonbridge  . 
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*  Urban  Powers  obtained  for  fhe  Parishes  of  Boughton,  Lynsted,  Ospringe,  Teynham,  Preston  and  Faversham  (Without  only),  in  1875.  Bye-Laws  made  in  1879. 


X  In  the  remaining  five  contributory  places,  the  rural  Code  of  Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  New  Buildings,  etc.,  are  in  force. 
o  New  buildings  nnd  certain  matters  connected  with  buildings  (not  streets). 

a  In  force  in  parishes  of  Crayford,  Stone,  Swanscombe,  Wilmington,  Sutton-at-Hone.  Eynsford  ;  b  Special  building  bye-laws,  etc.,  in  force  in  the  parish  of  Darenth 
In  parishes  of  Frindsbury  Denton  and  Strood. 
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